Stewardship Conversation Eight

THE ISSUE: Stewardship and Witness

St. Paul writes, “This is how one should
regard us, as servants of Christ and
stewards of the mysteries of God.” (1
Corinthians 4:1) As God’s stewards we
have the wonderful privilege of sharing
the message of salvation in Christ alone
with those around us.

The most important thing the Christian has
to steward is the Gospel.

Richard Stearns writes in The Hole in Our
Gospel, “I believe that we have reduced the
gospel from a dynamic and beautiful
symphony of God’s love for and in the
world to a bare and strident monotone. We
have taken this amazing good news from
God, originally presented in high definition
and Dolby stereo, and reduced it to a
grainy, black-and-white, silent movie. In
doing so, we have also stripped it of much
of its power to change not only the human
heart, but the world. This is especially
reflected in our limited view of evangelism.
Jesus commanded His followers to take the
good news of reconciliation and forgiveness
to the ends of the earth. The dictate is the
same today.”

“Christianity is a faith that was meant to
spread—but not through coercion. God’s
love was intended to be demonstrated, not
dictated...Our charge is to both proclaim
and embody the gospel so that others can
see, hear, and feel God'’s love in tangible
ways. When we are living out our faith with
integrity and compassion in the world, God
can use us to give others a glimpse of His
love and character. It is God—not us—who
works in the hearts of men and women to
forgive and redeem...God is responsible for
the harvest—but we must plant, water, and
cultivate the seeds” (page 18).

Talking It Over

e The most important thing the Christian has to steward is the
Gospel. How does one steward or manage the Gospel?

e How are we doing in taking the good news of reconciliation and
forgiveness to the ends of the earth? Give specific examples.
0 How about me personally?
0 How about my congregation?
0 How about my denomination?

e God is responsible for the harvest. What are some ways we fulfill
our responsibility of planting, watering, and cultivating?

e What do the following passages have to say about stewardship and
witness?
O Acts1:8
0 1 Corinthians 4:1
O 1 Peter4:10-11

e Discuss the following statement, “Mission without stewardship is
impossible. Stewardship without mission is unnecessary.”

e How is God using you to give others a glimpse of His love and
character?

Putting It Into Practice

How do you proclaim and teach the connection between stewardship

and mission/evangelism in your congregation?

Digging Deeper

Referring to 1 Corinthians 4:1, Ronald E. Vallet writes, “And what are
‘God’s mysteries’? In short, they are God’s purpose and plan for the
world (Ephesians 1:9-10). It is another way of describing God’s passion
for the world and its redemption (John 3:16). When viewed from this
perspective, stewardship and evangelism are two sides of the same
coin.” -From Stepping Stones of the Steward, page 5.
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