Worship Helps: Week One

Hymns:

“Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go” 
Page 920

“Come onto Me, Ye Weary”  


Page 684

“Go My Children with My Blessing” 
Page 922

Readings:

Old Testament Lesson:
Joel 2:12-27

Epistle:


2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Gospel:


Matthew 9:35-38

Stewardship Litany: (2 Corinthians 5:20; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 2:4).

Pastor:
Lord, You have called us to be Your ambassadors.  We thank you for the privilege to be participants in Your mission to seek and save the lost.  You first called Your 12 disciples to participate in Your mission and now the opportunity is given to us.

People:
Lord, grant us courage and conviction to share the gospel as Your ambassadors.

Pastor:
Lord, the early disciples were blessed to have spent three years with You before You sent them out as ambassadors of the gospel.  We too, have spent time with You through Your Word and Sacrament.  Grant us faith for our tasks of being stewards of the gospel.

People:
Lord, we thank You that You have come to us through Your Word and Sacraments.  Grant us strength to commit our time, talents, and money to spread the gospel.

Pastor:
Help us, Lord, to be faithful participants through whom You work.  Through our hands and feet, You bring love and care to the needy; through our lips, You tell others of Your life-saving gospel; and through our minds, hearts, and checkbooks You support the work of Your Church.

People:
Lord, we thank You for the privilege of being Your ambassadors so all people can be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.

All:
Lord, grant us faith so that we seek to do Your will and want to please You.  Thank You, Lord,  for calling and equipping us to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.

Lay Reader Talk, Week 1
We Are Letters

This is the first week of our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  As we focus on the theme “We Are Ambassadors for Christ,“ we are told by the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 that we are letters for others to read.  “You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all.  And you show that you are a letter from Christ…written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts" (2 Corinthians 3:2-3).

A concerned man went to his pastor asking for literature to give to his unchurched neighbor.  Instead of searching through the "tract rack" for the appropriate brochure, the wise pastor simply opened his Bible to the Scripture reference above and asked his parishioner to read it.  Yes, we are Christ's letter to anyone who comes into contact with us.  Before we can offer instruction, we have to offer ourselves in love and service to our neighbors.  Before we can ask for commitments, we must demonstrate the joyful and joy-bringing life of the committed Christian steward.  This is quite a responsibility.  Christians suffer from the same frailties that affect others.  We can be petty, irritable, and even nasty.  We cannot excuse ourselves, however.  We are Christ's letter, and He calls us to be His ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20).  We are the first, and often the only, letter that many will read from Christ.

In and of ourselves, we fall flat on our faces.  Fortunately, we are not on our own.  We are redeemed creatures.  We are "in Christ" and, therefore, "new creations!" (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Our neighbors will see us fall on our faces.  Then it's time to reveal the great mystery of grace, that, even though we are poor miserable sinners, God sees us as perfect creatures in Christ.  He forgives and restores.  He continues to use us as His servants to bring others to Him.  So, get busy and start writing!

Faithful Participants in God’s Mission

Children’s Message

Week One: 

Hello boys and girls.  

Today, we are going to talk about a word used or found in our reading in the book of Joel.  The Prophet Joel used the word “reproach.”  

We don’t hear “reproach” very often but one meaning that it has is to be “embarrassed.”  God promised the people of Israel and us that He will take away our reproach or embarrassment.  

When are you embarrassed?   Can you remember a time when you were embarrassed?  (wait for response)

What do you do when you are embarrassed? (wait for response)

When I’m embarrassed, my cheeks get red,  I laugh, and I look down.  When I’m embarrassed, I feel alone.  Being embarrassed is no fun.  The wonderful thing is that we are never alone, because God is always with us.  No matter what we do, God will always love us.  With God’s presence and love, we can live as confident people.  God showed us how much He loves us when we look at our Epistle lesson for today from 2 Corinthians 5.  God’s Son Jesus Who knew no sin became our sin.  God loves us so much.

Let’s pray.  Repeat after me

Dear Jesus,

Thank You for being with me

When I am alone and embarrassed

Give me confidence

That You love me.

In Jesus’ name

Amen.

Faithful Participants in God’s Mission

Sermon, Week 1

“We Are Ambassadors for Christ”

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus.  This is the first week of our three-week stewardship emphasis Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  
Our sermon text for today will lead us to see how we reform our souls and seek the revival of the Holy Spirit as we become Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  Our text is from our epistle reading which is from 2 Corinthians 5.  I will read verses 17 through 21.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away, behold, the new has come.  All this is from God Who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us.  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
This is our text.  Congregation may be seated.
So, give your attention to the Word of God.  Hear the promise of the Savior’s love, as I seek to share this love with you with every sermon I preach.  You should rejoice that you are invited to part of and sharing the love to others. I look at our text, and I see again and again the word reconcile.  It is an important word.  Did you notice the number of times the word reconcile or reconciliation shows us in the four verses of 17- 20 in 2 Corinthians 5?  Reconcile or reconciliation is used five times.  In verse 18 “Who through Christ reconciled us to Himself; gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”  In verse 19 we see it twice, “God was reconciling the world to Himself.”  Then it reads, “entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”  In verse 20 we read, “we implore you on behalf of Christ be reconciled to God.”
Reconciliation recognizes that an estrangement has happened.  We have a need to be reconciled to God.  Because of sin an estrangement between God and mankind has occurred.  The conflict between us and other people in this world because of sin is real.

We can’t reconcile ourselves because we don’t have the ability or power to reconcile.  When we recognize that we have hurt and disappointed God, and when have been a reproach or an embarrassment to God, we  can’t change it.  We don’t have the power in our works to change anything.

We can envision that there is a fracture in the ground.  The ground becomes separated with too much distance in this conflict between us.   We can’t reach across the fracture.  We are on one side.  God is on the other side.

There are irreconcilable differences between us and God.

He is perfect, and we are not perfect.    He is righteous, and we are unrighteous.  He is the One Who is the author of time, and we are the ones who have misused the time.  He is the One Who has designed us to work, and we the ones who work against it.

God has created us.  He is the One who has created us in our blood and every fiber of our being, and we are the ones who shed blood.   Reconciliation on our own is impossible because we are unable to reach across the fracture.  

God wants us to have friendly relationships, loving relationships with Him and with others.  When God created the world, God made Adam and Eve one flesh, in union with each other and with Him.  Perfect friendly, loving relationships that were good, very good.  They were perfectly united hand in hand.  No breaks, no fractures.  Everything was perfect  There was complete unity.  In Genesis 3, we read that this perfect unity did not last.  Adam and Eve ate of the fruit, and we have sin entering the world.  Instead of serving God Who loved and cared for them, instead of trusting the truth of the Creator, they made themselves more important than God.  With pride and arrogance, they disobeyed God’s Word.

St. Paul wrote to the Romans and described this disobedience with these words, “They exchanged the truth about God for a life and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen” (Romans 1:25).

In this moment of pride, Adam and Eve’s sin changed relationships. Instead of being on friendly terms with God, they saw him with shame and fear. When God walked in the garden in the cool of the day, they hid in fear. They turned away from God who sought them out. Shame and fear are poison to relationships. This poison kills.

This poison destroyed the relationship we still want to imagine having with God. It destroyed the relationship between Adam and Eve’s sons Cain and Abel. Cain killed his brother Abel because of the shame that his offering was not received with the same favor as his brother Abel’s offering. The poison of sin and shame is something we don’t have the antidote. We don’t have the ability to bring reconciliation into our relationship with God.

The wages of sin is death. What we deserve for failing to love God, what we deserve when we fail to love others…we deserve for God to stop loving us.  Death is the absence of God’s love and hell is the eternity of being separated from the love of God.

When relationships die, the hope for reconciliation and peace are gone. What hope do you have that your relationship with God is not dead? 

Your family background (Adam is in our blood, we are sons and daughters of Adam), 

Your good works (we all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God), as it is written in Romans and in Psalm 14, “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”

We are a people of fractured relationships. Some differences can be reconciled, but the irreconcilable kind of differences, these kinds of differences lead to no good end. The righteousness of God and the unrighteousness of our sin do not blend, do not mix, do not reconcile.

The miracle of Jesus is that in Him the righteousness of God becomes present in the flesh in this unrighteous world. Our Savior is the Son of God, Jesus, whom our Lord has sent into this world to reconcile us to God. Jesus died for all people and broke the chains of sin for all people. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us. Indeed, the wages of sin is death, and He became our death. Jesus, the second Adam, died for the sin of Adam. He died for your sin, for my sin, and for the sin of the whole world. The sinful person who is unreconcilable to God has found an advocate in the sinless one, in Jesus Christ.

In Christ’s death the chains of death are broken. Have faith in Jesus Christ, He is your reconciliation, He is your peace with death. He is the one who brings reconciliation into the world. The good news does not stop with news of Christ’s death and resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead gives promise to anyone who is in Christ. Everyone who has faith in Jesus has been given a new life.

Through your baptism, you have been washed into the name of Jesus, into his righteousness, into the promises of God.

Being baptized means being connected to His resurrection, in Christ. You are in the kingdom of the living, the kingdom of the resurrection.

It is fitting we begin our three-week sermon series, this stewardship emphasis is titled, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, with the theme for this particular sermon, “We are Ambassadors for Christ.” By His grace our relationship with God is not dead, by the gracious death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we are alive.

We had ruined our relationship with God through sin, shame, and fear. But rather than taking away His love from us, Jesus revealed the love of God by sacrificing His life on the cross.

This is our message from God to this world. Our hope in God is not dead because he lives. God has implored us to share this gospel message of reconciliation. We are Christ’s ambassadors. God makes his appeal through us. Even though we are sinners, God sees us in His righteousness. He forgives and restores and uses each one of us as His servants. Each one of us have been called, gathered, and enlightened by the Holy Spirit to be an ambassador for Christ.

If you are going to walk in this calling, then trust that no one is too young or too old, too educated or too illiterate to be an ambassador of the good news. In and of ourselves, we would fall flat on our faces in our role as ambassadors. If we trusted in our own abilities to bring the reconciliation of God, then we all would remain unreconciled to God. We would remain dead in our sins and trespasses. Fortunately, we are not on our own. We are redeemed in Christ and used by God as his servants to bring others to him. With God’s strength and presence, we carry out the tasks given to us.

Our theme for next week will be “We are God’s Fellow Workers” from 1 Corinthians 3:9.

Thank You God for giving us the honor and responsibility to be Faithful participants in God’s Mission.

