Worship Helps: Week Three

Hymns:

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 
Page 901

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 
Page 783

“Sing to the Lord of Harvest” 
Page 893

Readings:

Lesson:     Deuteronomy 16:13-17

Epistle:     1 Timothy 6:17-19

Gospel:     Luke 8:1-3

Stewardship Litany: (Genesis 1:26; Luke 19:10)

Pastor:
Heavenly Father, You created the stars in the heavens and the mountains and lakes on the earth.

People:
Every animal in the forest is Yours as well as the cattle on a thousand hills.

Pastor:
By Your grace, You made us in Your image, and we are the masterpieces of Your marvelous creation.  You have honored us with the privilege of being the stewards of Your creation.  You have honored us to be Your ambassadors and fellow workers

People:
Lord, from Your hand come boundless riches.  For all our blessings, You are to be praised.

Pastor:
Lord, help us to show proper gratitude for who You are and what You do for us especially through Your Son, Jesus.

People:  
Help us, dear Heavenly Father, to be giving people who seek to thank and honor You through our offerings.  Help us to understand that an important purpose for the money that You entrust to us needs to be given to help seek and save the lost.

Pastor: 
Lord, help us to be faithful with all the blessings that You entrust to us. 

All:
Lord, grant us faith so that we seek to do Your will and want to please You.  Thank You, Lord,  for calling and equipping us to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.

Lay Reader Talk, Week 3
Called to Fund God’s Mission

This is the final week in our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  As God’s people, we are called to be participants in His divine plan to share the life-saving Gospel  with our families, friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  It is God’s plan that we take responsibility to share the Good News of the Gospel by using and sharing our time, talents, and money.  This week we will focus on the challenge and opportunities that God gives us to share our money to fund the mission and ministry of our churches, Districts, Synod, Concordia Universities, St. Louis and Ft. Wayne Seminaries, missionaries, etc.  God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4), and He gives us the privilege to be His channels through which He works.  God uses our lives and resources, but He is the one Who changes the hearts and minds of those to whom we tell of God’s love and grace.

In his book, The Power of Pure Stewardship, the sainted Carl Berner, Sr. wrote: 

       The Lord Jesus Christ has made us His priests and stewards to deliver the salvation [message] to churches, schools, offices, homes, shops, factories, fields.  Nearest His heart is the concern to bring people into His kingdom for life.  This concern ought to be nearest our hearts, too.  He has given us His Spirit and appointed us His partners in His mission of love.  “As My Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.” (John 20:21).  The mere thought of the enormity of this assignment could trigger a shudder of fright.  Why didn’t He enlist a corps of angels for this work? 

With God’s help, we can view our faithful giving and God’s mission as inseparable.  The funding of the Great Commission needs to come from us.  The money which God entrusts to us has many purposes, and the funding of mission work is of first importance.   Knowing that our giving is making an eternal difference in people’s lives should encourage us to give generously.  When we give, we are expressing our love and gratitude to God for Who He is and what He has done for us through His Son, Jesus.  Money is an important tool for God’s mission.

May God help us to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission through the faithful giving of the money that He entrusts to us.

Children’s Message for

Faithful Participants in God’s Mission
Week 3: “Generous and Ready to Share”

Hello boys and girls,  Good to see you all up here.

Today, our second reading was from 1 Timothy chapter 6 verses 17-19.  This is a line that says  that we need to be careful about placing our trust in things that won’t last.  The uncertainty of riches.  Things can make us feel rich for a period of time but they won’t last.  

In my life, I have a cookie drawer.  Do I have few or many cookies?   I have lots of cookies so I’m rich with cookies.  Will my cookie drawer always be filled with cookies?  No, because my cookies will run out when I eat them.  There is not a limitless number of cookies.  They can break apart or even spoil.  (Wait for answers between questions)
What are some things that you can place your trust in?  

What could you have?  Cookies,  Cupcakes,  Candy bars, etc.

These are things that will make you feel that you have riches.  But they will run out.  We will never have enough cookies, cupcakes or other things.  It might be tough to share the cookies.  If I brought my cookies here to church, there wouldn’t be enough cookies to go around.

What do we always have in this church that will never end?  What do we have as Christians?  We have Jesus!  We can always talk to Jesus.  We can always trust in Jesus because He loves us.

Let’s pray: (repeat after me)
Dear Jesus

Thank You for Your love.

Give me strength

To share Your love with others

Amen.
Faithful Participants in God’s Mission

Sermon for week three
Title: “We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share”
1 Timothy 6:18

The sermon text for our third Sunday in our stewardship emphasis Faithful Participants in God’s Mission is found in our epistle reading.  From 1 Timothy 6:18, “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.”

Every generation faces challenges, obstacles, that appear insurmountable. No one before us has had to deal with the cultural issues on sex and gender that we are dealing with. No one before us has had to deal with the threat of global thermonuclear war that we are dealing with. No one before us has had to deal with the threat of overdosing with drugs that we are dealing with. No one before us has had to deal with the drastic generation to generation decrease in participation in the church.

Human needs for the care of body and soul are huge. Cries for help are multiplying on every side. We live in a world that has so many needs. With each passing hour it becomes harder to imagine you and I can make a difference. The demands on time, talents, and treasures to get through each day leaves many people feeling exhausted and so worn down it may feel impossible to be generous for others. 

Perhaps the demands of this age are too much and it is too much to imagine days can be anything more than survival.

Yet in our first week of this series, I spoke with faith that we have been reconciled to God through the work of Jesus Christ. We have reasons to hope for the light in times of present darkness. We are ambassadors of this reconciliation. God is making his appeal through us. While we are in a period of constant change, we remain steadfast in the promise of Jesus Christ to be our anchor. We are not a people that are drifting aimlessly by the winds of the age. We are reconciled to God; we are not living in the darkness. The darkness of this age or any age do not rule over us because Jesus Christ is our victory. We shine the light of our salvation in a world of darkness. Jesus told his disciples, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

The demands of our time require us to discriminate between what is changeless and what can and will be changed around us for the better. Our church will not walk away from the love of God, His mission, and His Word. We will be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission as we serve as ambassadors of reconciliation in this age of conflict.

In our second week of this series, our Scripture reading invited us to remember that we are God’s fellow workers. First Corinthians Chapter three described the job description of being a worker in God’s kingdom. By God’s grace, God desires to use us for HIs greater glory. The grace of God becomes evidenced when he uses ordinary people like you and me. We become transformed by the Holy Spirit, working through the means of grace, the Word and the Sacraments, to accomplish his mission. God honors us with the opportunity to join him in his mission. The job description would be impossible if it were not for the resources that God provides to us.

The work that we do to share the reconciliation of God in this world is not a job from the past that has been made obsolete by progress. The progress of industry and science do not replace the trust we have that God created the stars in the heavens and the mountains and lakes on the earth. The progress of technology does not replace the promise that God desires to have a relationship of grace with each of us. The progress of justice does not replace the truth that God has designed this world to lead us to glorify his name. 

Today we do more than just survive the day or just live in the past. Today we share in the love of Jesus Christ. Today we live with confident hope that God is at work in our time. In the book of Esther, we find Mordecai tell Esther, “And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:16). Esther used her privilege as the queen to speak to the king of Persia to save God’s covenant people. For such a time as this she was generous with her power and position.

It is for such a time as this that you have been blessed by God to confront these times with faith in God’s mission. Have trust in God’s grace to see you through these times. Have confidence that he who has called you to faith in Jesus Christ will be with you now in these times.

God provides us with everything we need to enjoy our participation in his mission. To each of you, God has provided gifts according to his purposes. We have not all been given the same gifts. God has chosen to gift you with your particular blessings so you can be a blessing to others. To another God has given different gifts. To each person, according to how you have been gifted, you are called to use your resources in service to God’s purposes.

The Bible includes patterns of people who gave from their blessings and in doing so encouraged others to be generous also. 

King David provided gifts for the building of the Temple that his son Solomon would build. I want you to notice when he gave the gift. He spoke not only of what he would give, but he used the opportunity to invite others to be part of the building of the Temple, King David said, “So I have provided for the house of my God, so far as I was able, the gold for things of gold, the silver for the things of silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, and the iron… Who will then offer willingly, consecrating himself today to the Lord? Then the leaders of the fathers’ houses made their freewill offerings, as did also the leaders of the tribes, the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and the officers over the king’s work. (1 Chronicles 29:2-6)

Paul wrote to Timothy to caution the rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches. Instead of placing our trust in that which can be here today and gone tomorrow, we rely on God. It is God who provides us with everything to enjoy.

Relying on God gives us the freedom to be generous with others because we trust in God’s grace.

During a time of drought and famine, Elijah went out of Israel to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon. Elijah met a widow and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” The woman feared that she did not have enough to be generous and ready to share. She answered with her fears. Elijah replied, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son.”

The exchange between Elijah and the widow, shows a woman that found life impossible and a man of God that invited her to live with trust. Generosity and readiness to share mean the impossible moments get redefined by love. The drought and famine continued, but now Elijah and the Widow and her son were no longer alone. The Lord provided and equipped the widow with the ability to be generous and ready to share.

The generosity that we share with others will not all be the same. In Luke 21, see how Luke looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box. He then saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins (the mite). Jesus said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” The generosity of the woman outweighed the size of the gifts of the rich men.

For such a time as this you are rich in good works, generous, and ready to share. Love does not sit still. Love works.

With God’s grace, our faithful giving and God’s mission become inseparable. God is going to use you and your money to equip the church to do the work of the great commission. The funding of the great commission (Matthew 28:16-20) comes from you. The money you have, which comes from God, has many purposes. Use your money to give glory to God. Care for your family, support people in need through acts of mercy, and importantly fund the mission of the church. Your giving is making an eternal difference in people’s lives. 
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