Newsletter article

Coming Soon: Faithful Participants in God’s Mission

For three weeks beginning on _____ (Date) ______, we have the opportunity to grow in our understanding of what it means to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, which is our stewardship emphasis for this year.  In order to energize and encourage us to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, we will be focusing on the following weekly themes:

Week One:
“We Are Ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
Week Two:
“We Are God’s Fellow Workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9).
Week Three:   “We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share” (1 Timothy 6:18).
 God gives us the privilege to participate with Him in His divine plan and mission “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  In spite of our sinful and evil ways, God has chosen to work through us to share His life-saving gospel to help “all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  God could have chosen to send His legion of angels into the world, but, instead, He uses us to be His hands, feet, and mouth to the world.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we participate in God’s mission to reach all people by using the time, talents, and money that He entrusts to us. 

.

Just before Jesus’ ascension into heaven, He instructed His disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples…teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  Jesus commanded His disciples to go spread the Gospel throughout all nations.  The Great Commission was not just for the immediate eleven disciples but is directed to all believers, and it will not end until Jesus’ second coming.  God’s love overflowing from within us provides the power and energy to “make disciples.”  Through faith, we see others as God’s children who, like us, are lost and hopeless without Jesus.  

As Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, we are called to commit our lives and gifts to His work.  Our participation with God radically changes how we view and use what God has chosen to entrust to us.  In Mark 8:34, Jesus bluntly states, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.”  Just as Jesus submitted to His Father’s will, we are to submit to His.  Our time, abilities, and money are not to be kept for ourselves only but are to be used in God’s mission to reach all people with the gospel.  Not only does God command us, “Go therefore and make disciples,” He has provided us with the tools to make disciples, and He promises to go with us: “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  

Thank You, Lord,  for calling and equipping us to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.

