Worship Helps: Week Two

Hymns:

Opening:
“With the Lord Begin Your Task”
Page 869

Sermon:
“Church of God, Elect and Glorious” Page 646

Closing:
“Onward Christian Solders”

Page 662

Readings:

Old Testament:
Nehemiah 4:15-23

Epistle:

1 Corinthians 3:1-9

Gospel:

Luke 10:1-12

Stewardship Litany: (1 Corinthians 3:9; Luke 19:10) 

Pastor:
God has work to do here on earth, and He gives us the honor and the privilege to be His fellow workers.

People:
Thank You heavenly Father for choosing to work through us in Your mission to seek and save the lost.

Pastor:
In our work as Your fellow workers, we know that You are always with us and our wisdom and strength come from You.

People:
Lord, help us to fix our eyes on You as we use our hands, feet, and mouth to help others come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Pastor:
Help us, Lord, to be ready and available fellow workers through whom You work.  May we bear much fruit as we commit our time, talents, and money to Your service.

People:
Lord, empower us to be God-centered people who seek to please You as Your fellow workers.

Pastor:
Father, grant us joy in sharing our lives and gifts with those we serve.

People:
Father, thank You for the honor to be Your fellow workers in our homes, neighborhoods, cities, country, and overseas.

All:
Lord, grant us faith so that we seek to do Your will and want to please You.  Thank You, Lord,  for calling and equipping us to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.

Lay Reader Talk, Week 2

We Are God’s Fellow Workers

This is our second week of our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  The theme for this week is “We Are God’s Fellow Workers.”  When the time was right God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue us from sin and separation from God.  During Jesus’ three years of active ministry, He also sent His disciples into the world to tell others of God’s grace and love.  He prayed, “As You sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the world” (John 17:18).  God is now sending us into the world to participate with Jesus “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).

In our role are Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, the Apostle Paul tells us, we become God’s fellow workers (1 Corinthians 3:9).  In His desire to seek and save the lost, God chose not to use His vast army of angels.  Instead, God chose to use us as His participants to share the Gospel.  When we tell others about how much Jesus loves them and wants His best for them, we become Jesus’ hands, feet, and mouth.  Jesus works in and through us.  As fellow workers with God, many of us have some wonderful titles, among them servants, ambassadors, pastors, elders, teachers, and deacons.

In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he wrote, “Working together with Him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain” (2 Corinthians 6:1).  What an amazing job we have; we are workers together with Him!  It isn’t that God needs Paul or that God needs us.  Instead, it is that God wants us to be working together with Him for our good.  There is something good and important in work itself, so much so that God wants us to be working with Him.  God did not make us for lives of ease, comfort, and indulgent activities.  God wants us to be His fellow workers, not couch potatoes.  May God fill our hearts with the desire and passion to be His fellow workers.

Children’s message 

Week 2

Hello boys and girls.  Thanks for coming up.

Today, we are going to talk about jobs.   Do your parents give you jobs to do around the house?

(wait for answer)  What about school?  Are there jobs that you do in school?

God has jobs for us.  What do I have in my hand?  Yes, it’s a Bible  God wants us to be reading His Word on a regular basis.  When we read the Bible, we learn about the jobs that He has for us.

A long time ago, a man asked Jesus, “What is the greatest commandment?”  Jesus told him that the greatest commandment is to love Jesus.  Then He said that the second greatest commandment is to love other.  Jesus said our job is “love.”  Love God and love others.

What are some things that we can do to love other people?  (seek answers like showing kindness, helping others, giving hugs, etc.)  The greatest thing that we can do is tell other people about Jesus and His love.  That’s a job that we can enjoy doing.  The important thing that we can do is to lead people to Jesus.

Let’s pray: (repeat after me)
Dear Jesus,

Thank You for loving me,

for working through me

to love others,

I love you Jesus,

Amen.

SERMON

God’s grace, his mercy, and His peace are yours through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and I pray He opens our hearts and minds as we hear His Word. We are in week two of our sermon series, “Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.” This weekend, we’re talking about being God’s fellow workers. The text for this message is from our epistle reading in 1 Corinthians chapter 3, verses 9-10:

SLIDE: 1 COR 3
9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 

That’s our text. Please be seated!

We are God’s fellow workers. And workers need job descriptions, right? 

SLIDE: JOB DESCRIPTION
I have the operations manual right here. I thought we could look into God’s Word and structure today’s message in the form of a job description, the what and the how. We’ll also look at opportunities for continuing education, the work environment, and the benefits as well. Let’s dive in.

It's clear. As God’s fellow workers, we’re called by Christ Himself to a life according to the well-known words of the Great Commission in Matthew 28.

SLIDE: GREAT COMMISSION
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

No surprises here. As you go, make disciples. Baptize and teach. Be Kingdom bringers! But what can we expect as we seek to follow Jesus? Here’s where we just can’t be sure.

The Parable of the Sower shows us that we are to just go and share the Gospel all over the place, with the knowledge that saving faith may take root, and may not.

Jesus often taught in stories that were ambiguous. The outcomes were not clear. The disciples often said, “huh?” It’s the same for us. The work God calls us to enter into with Him is often messy, uncomfortable, weird, and scary. We may not see the results in this life. Or we may see results that are not what we want. But we share God’s love and His Gospel. By His grace and His power, we do the work. And God encourages us through the Apostle Paul to keep on keepin’ on in 1 Corinthians 15:

SLIDE: 1 COR 15:58b
Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

God’s job description for us also has a lot of information on the HOW. Because the way we go about bringing the Kingdom into this world is really, really important. 

SLIDE: THE “HOW” BULLET LIST
Here’s a quick summary:

· Bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2)

· Have trusting faith like a little child (Mat. 18:3)

· Mercy, not sacrifice (Mat. 9:13)

· Do justice, love kindness, walk humbly (Micah 6:8)

· Be a servant of all (Mat. 23:11)

· Love God. Love others. (Mat. 22:39)

No problem, right? This is where we see our absolute reliance on our Savior. On His indwelling Holy Spirit. THIS is why He promises to never leave us nor forsake us. Because He knows that what He’s asking us to do is impossible without Him. 

SLIDE: MATT 28 AND 1 COR 15
This is why He promises that our labor for Him is never in vain. So as you go, have that confidence and peaceful trust. He is with you.

Now for the continuing education part of the job description. We are not alone, and God gives us resources as his fellow workers. 

SLIDE: CONTINUING EDUCATION
In many places, God reminds us that we are strengthened for our work in this world through constant communication with Him. In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, He says very simply Pray without ceasing.

He calls us to meet together for worship, to receive the Lord’s supper, and to build each other up. In 1 Thessalonians 5:11, He commands: Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

And throughout Scripure, God calls us to be in His Word consistently, constantly, steadfastly, so that we increase in knowledge about Him. In Colossians 1:10, God gives us a good summary of what that looks like: Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.

The best part about dwelling in God’s Word is the assurance we receive of our place in His Kingdom. He promised salvation through the Messiah, and He delivered. We are saved. What a great launching-off point that is for the work God calls us to do. What a firm, immovable foundation.

Now…on to working environment. We already talked about the somewhat ambiguous outcome of our endeavors. But there’s a couple other things you need to know.

SLIDE: WORK ENVIRONMENT
In Matthew 10:22, Jesus says this: You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.

And Jesus says in John 16:33: “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

Hatred and trouble. Here we go! It seems pretty hostile out there right now, but lemmee tell you, the world has never been friendly to followers of Jesus. 

Now notice that these verses also contain a promise. We are assured that Jesus has already won the war for us, and that we are saved by the gift of faith. In the midst of all the trouble, we have assurance. And with that assurance comes peace. 

Okay, so we’ve covered the basic work, the continuing education, the challenging work environment. Lastly, let’s look at the benefits we receive in this job. There are many, of course, one of the greatest being the possibility that we will actually witness someone moving from Satan’s grip into the arms of Jesus. Someone moving from death to life. And even if we don’t see that transformation in this life, we can be assured that one day, when we are together in heaven, we will know in full how God used us to bring His Kingdom into the lives of others. 

As if that’s not enough, I also want to look at a promise our Heavenly Father makes to us through the letter Paul wrote to Philemon. 

SLIDE: PHILEMON 6
As you share the faith you have in common with others, I pray that you may come to have a complete knowledge of every blessing we have in Christ.

(God’s Word translation)

Now look at the absolute words Paul uses as he describes the benefit of sharing our faith. COMPLETE knowledge of EVERY blessing we have in Christ. This makes it clear that there is a whole new level of blessing which God gives to us when we share our faith. We are already blessed enough by our salvation through Christ. Yet God in His glorious love chooses to give us even more when we partner with Him in Great Commission work. Don’t we all love to get bonuses? Here’s a heavenly one.

So that’s the job description, and all the promises that go along with it. Except the why. WHY do we DO THE WORK? I can give you quite a list.

My dear friends, WE DO THE WORK only because God freely gives His grace and power, allowing us to dwell with peace in His promises. WE DO THE WORK to praise God and to give Him all glory and honor for the sacrifice He has made for us on the cross of Calvary. WE DO THE WORK to keep that message alive, and to bring His hope to a world that doesn’t know the good news. WE DO THE WORK with hope and prayer, but never the guarantee, that the seed we plant grows into saving faith. WE DO THE WORK so that in the midst of the struggles and fears of this life, God’s otherworldly peace is always present, and always greater. WE DO THE WORK of passing on this legacy through our children and their children, so they are equipped to share the truth of God’s hope with future generations.

But that still doesn’t answer the ultimate “why” question. Why does God invite us into the work He could so easily do on His own? And the answer, of course, is love. He loves us so much that He wants us to experience the power, the majesty, the glory, of His Kingdom coming to earth.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, <pause> Can you believe we get to do this?

Amen, and AMEN! Please stand.

Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen.

