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 “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  (LCMS Board of Stewardship).  Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, will help us understand that God’s primary purpose and mission, as we learn in Scripture (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 2:4), is to make Christ known by using us as participants through whom He works.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, God’s mission becomes our mission.

God’s Mission Is our Purpose  
We, like most people, enjoy our careers that provide an income to pay for housing, transportation, and other necessities and comforts.  We love our families.  We try to be good neighbors in our communities, and we make every effort to be upstanding citizens.  On the surface, our lives in many ways resemble non-Christians.  However, as believers, we live with the awareness that God gives us a purpose that is much more meaningful than having successful careers, being good neighbors, or patriotic citizens.
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Through faith, we understand the special purpose that God gives us is to be participants in His mission ”to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  The Apostle Paul wrote, God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  We are His vessels through whom He works.  We become His hands, feet, and mouth to share the life-saving Gospel to the world.  

Jesus spelled out our purpose: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be My witnesses to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  The Holy Spirit provides the strength and motivation that we need to witness to others.  Paul tells us that we have been reconciled with God through Christ (2 Corinthians 5:16-21) and have been given the ministry of helping others to come to know that peace with God.  In what is referred to as the Great Commission, Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  These verses put an exclamation point in the purpose that God has for our lives.  Early in the Gospels, Jesus calls His disciples, and He tells them that they will be fishers of men.  The role of the disciples has now passed to us.

God’s Word challenges us to use our time, talents, and money, so we can make an eternal difference in the lives of others.  Because God is always with us, we can be faithful in our purpose to be God’s participants in His mission to save all people.  May we hear our Lord say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Being Witnesses

We can become Faithful Participants in God’s Mission as God strategically places us in the lives of certain people to make an eternal difference for Him.  God calls us to share our faith and to let His light shine brightly.  We have something to share that is needed by others, and that is the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ.  We live as witnesses for Jesus as God's light is reflected through us.

One truth that should impact our witnessing for Jesus is knowing that people without Christ are lost.  This fundamental belief must motivate us to look at each person we meet as one for whom Christ died.  Jesus said, “No one comes to the Father except through Me" (John 14:6).  Reaching people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not optional; it's central.

Sometimes we don't witness because we fear we’ll be rejected, but that should not influence whether or not we share the Gospel.  There are people around us who are looking to connect with God and need to know how!  If we're hiding our faith under a bushel basket of fear, pride, or shame, they're never going to know whom to talk with to find out what to believe or how to believe.  

If we love God, we will love His people (1 John 4:20), and, if we love people, we will be compelled to witness.  Our love will overcome our fears.  Our compassion will overcome our inhibitions.  Of all the things we could invest ourselves in, of all the things we could exchange our time or energy for, there is nothing more valuable than investing in people to help them know Jesus Christ.  It's an investment that lasts forever.  

The Bible directs us to God’s mission, and the Bible equips us to join Him in the work He is doing.  We hope and pray that our stewardship emphasis for 2023, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, will be an encouragement in your walk with Jesus to be open and receptive to opportunities to share the love of Jesus with others.  
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Blessings on your Stewardship Journey!
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Stewardship Emphasis: 

Faithful Participants in 

God’s Mission

      Starts: ___ (date) ___________
“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  (LCMS Board of Stewardship).  Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, will help us understand that God’s primary purpose and mission, as we learn in Scripture (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 2:4), is to make Christ known by using us as participants through whom He works.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, God’s mission becomes our mission.

Being Faithful Stewards

Next week, we begin our stewardship emphasis titled, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  Because stewardship is about serving, enabling, taking care of, funding, helping, and bringing hope and life to all, we should seek to have a better understanding of what it means to be faithful stewards in God’s kingdom.  Through faith, we become God’s stewards, and our deeds of stewardship come from being stewards.  Stewardship is about receiving God’s blessings thankfully, managing them faithfully, and giving them generously.
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In spite of our weaknesses and unworthiness, God honors us with the privilege and responsibility to be stewards of all that He entrusts to our care.  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). Growing in a biblical understanding of Christian stewardship is a continuing process.  By our own strength, it is impossible for us to be God-pleasing stewards.  In order to be God’s stewards, we need the Holy Spirit to change our hearts.  The Holy Spirit shapes and molds us through a lifelong process of sanctification so we can be become trustworthy stewards.  With new hearts, we embrace our role as God’s stewards.  We become new people who are God-centered rather than self-centered.  We acknowledge that God owns, controls, and sustains all things. “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1).  God not only calls us to be His stewards, He equips us to accomplish the work that He has prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 4:10). 
As God’s stewards, it is a mistake to view stewardship as only relating to managing and giving money.  As we carry out our responsibilities as God’s stewards, it involves the use of money, but it is much more.  God’s Word tells us that our stewardship involves all of life.

Faithful Participants in God’s Mission

As faithful stewards, we seek to know God’s will and purpose for all that He entrusts to our care.  What we possess is on loan to us from God so it is our responsibility to follow His plans on how He wants us to use His gifts and resources.  The Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament helps us to understand how we to use our time, talents, and money for His purposes.  We become faithful stewards when we understand and act upon our role as participants in God’s plan to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).   He wants us to be active, involved, and willing participants in His plan of salvation.  He “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  As participants with the Lord, we become His hands, feet, and mouth through whom He works.  In the Great Commission, Jesus tells us that we are to “go” (Matthew 28:19).  Our Lord’s mission becomes our mission. 

God gives us the purpose of being participants in His plan of salvation.  He has gifted us so we can spend our lives serving and glorifying Him.  We are not all called to be pastors nor are we all traveling to foreign mission fields as missionaries, but we are all called to serve God in some capacity.  If we don’t have a sense of mission, we are probably living for ourselves.  In the words of the Apostle Paul, “And He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for Him Who for their sake died and was raised” (2 Corinthian 5:15).

Our prayer is that our three-week stewardship emphasis will help us become energized to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  The weekly themes are:

Week One: “We Are Ambassadors for Christ”

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal   through us.  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:20).

Week Two: “We Are God’s Fellow Workers”

“For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field, God’s building” ( 1 Corinthians 3:9).

Week Three: “We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share”

“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share” (1 Timothy 6:18).

May God’s blessings remain with you as you continue the faithful stewardship of the many blessings entrusted to your care.
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Blessings on your Stewardship Journey!


 “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  (LCMS Board of Stewardship).  Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, will help us understand that God’s primary purpose and mission, as we learn in Scripture (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 2:4), is to make Christ known by using us as participants through whom He works.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, God’s mission becomes our mission.

Being People God Uses

Last week, we finished our three-week stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  Focusing on Christian stewardship reminds us that God is the creator, owner, and sustainer of all things.  As His stewards, we are expected to use our lives and possessions in ways that help those in need and to extend His kingdom.  It is vital as stewards that we teach and share God’s truth.  Our goal is to honor and please Him with how we use and give of our time, talents, and money.  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10).  As faithful stewards, we view life with a Biblical perspective, and our lives are lived for God’s purposes. 
More than in our past stewardship programs, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission has helped us understand how God wants to use us as participants in His mission “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  Through His Son, Jesus, God seeks to redeem and restore all people to the kingdom of God.  Into the world that God created, He sent Jesus and now He is sending us into our workplaces, schools, neighborhoods, etc.  In Greg Finke’s book Joining Jesus on His Mission, we read:

Because the Spirit of Jesus lives in us, we are literally the visible body of the invisible Jesus to the people around us.  “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).  We are Jesus with skin on.  We are a tangible glove for his intangible hand.  We are how people experience Jesus.  Through our hands people experience the hands of Jesus.  Through our voice hear the voice of Jesus.  Through our service people experience the care of Jesus.  Through our face, people see the face of Jesus.

Through Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit changes our hearts so we can share the love of Jesus within us with others.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, we become people God uses.  God gives us the privilege and opportunity to make an eternal difference in the lives of others.  

Our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, challenged us to participate in God’s plan of redemption, wherever He places us, with the blessings and gifts that He entrusts to us.  The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthians wrote, “Moreover it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:2).  Through the work of the Holy Spirit, stewards are able to administer all that God places in their care faithfully, and He wants us to join Him by being participants in sharing the life-saving gospel.  We all have family members, friends, and acquaintances who do not know Jesus.  Jesus tells us, “The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few.  Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Luke 10:2).  May God make each of us one of those laborers.  We’ve been blessed to be a blessing.  

Thank You, Lord, for giving us the privilege, honor, and responsibility to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission. 


Blessings on your Stewardship Journey!
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