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                          Coming Soon:  Faithful Participants in God’s Mission
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Starting on ____ (Date) _____, we begin a three-week stewardship emphasis titled: Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  The weekly themes are:

· Week One:
“We Are Ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20)

· Week Two:
“We Are God’s Fellow Workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9)

· Week Three:
“We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share” (1 Timothy 6:18)
Through His Word and the working of the Holy Spirit, God makes us His disciples, and He honors us with the privilege to be His participants through whom He Works to reach the lost.  Let us all pray that this emphasis energizes us and helps equip us to be Jesus’ hand, feet, and mouth to people who do not know Him as their Lord and Savior.

Week prior to start of emphasis:
Stewardship Emphasis begins next weekend

Next week, we begin our three-week focus on stewardship with our emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  God calls us to be faithful stewards who use our time, talents, and money as participants in His mission “to seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:10),  We are to be about God’s mission with all the resources He entrusts to us.  God’s mission becomes our mission.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we become God’s tools through whom and with whom He works.  We become faithful stewards by God’s grace and His Spirit’s power.  Our stewardship emphasis has the following weekly themes:
· Week One:
“We Are Ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20)

· Week Two:
“We Are God’s Fellow Workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9)

· Week Three:
“We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share” (1 Timothy 6:18)

May God use this emphasis to draw us closer to Him and to help us be faithful stewards of all that He entrusts to us.
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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP IS THE
PART GOD ALLOWS EACH OF US

TO PLAY IN CARRYING FORWARD

HIS PLAN OF SALVATION.

“All this is from God, Who through Christ

reconciled us to Himself and gave us the

ministry of reconciliation” 

(2 Corinthians 5:18).

Week One of Emphasis
Stewardship Emphasis: Faithful Participants in God’s Mission
Today, we begin our three-week stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  The theme for this week is “We Are Ambassadors for Christ.”  In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth, he discusses the ministry of reconciliation, and he uses the term “ambassadors for Christ”  In 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 we read, “All this is from God, Who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us.”
An ambassador is a representative or spokesperson for a country or king,  Writing to the Corinthians, Paul likens his own calling to that of an ambassador.  He urges all Christians to consider themselves ambassadors for Christ: people who have been approved by Him and entrusted with the gospel.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to take God’s message of salvation to all people.

                 FAITHFUL PARTICIPANTS IN GOD’S MISSION


EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT,

WE BECOME AMBASSADORS FOR

CHRIST, SHARING THE GOSPEL 
WITH ALL PEOPLE. 
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,  

God making His appeal through us.  We 

implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 

to God” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
Week Two of Emphasis
Stewardship Emphasis: Faithful Participants in God’s Mission
This is the second week of our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  The theme for this week is “We Are God’s Fellow Workers.”  This theme comes from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Corinthians when he wrote, “For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field, God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9).  As God’s fellow workers, we are guided and equipped by Him to do the works He has prepared for us to do.  He calls us to be His instruments through which He shares His grace, love, and mercy with the world.  It is amazing that, in spite of our sinful ways, God calls us to participate with Him in sharing the good news of the Gospel.  He wants to work with us to bring about His will on earth.  God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4), and He blesses us with the honor and privilege to help others enjoy His kingdom now on earth and to be with Him forever in eternity.  Each of us has a purpose to fulfill, so we are an important part of God’s plan.  May God find each of us available and eager to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.


                 Faithful Participants in God’s Mission


INSTEAD OF USING HIS ANGELS,
GOD CHOSE TO USE US AS HIS

FELLOW WORKERS IN MINISTRY.

 “For we are God’s fellow workers.  You

 are God’s field, God’s building” 

(1 Corinthians 3:9).

Week Three of Emphasis
Stewardship Emphasis: Faithful Participants in God’s Mission
This is our third and final week in our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  This week’s theme is “We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share.”  These words are from the Apostle Paul in his letter to his brother in faith, Timothy.  Paul wrote, “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share” (1 Timothy 6:18).  Giving is an important part of being a Christian.  When God’s people give, they mirror the nature of God.  One of the primary purposes for our giving is to fund the mission of reaching others with the gospel.  Because God has chosen to use us as His tools to bring salvation to all people, we must use our lives and money to spread the Good News.  The funding of the Great Commission needs to come from believers.  The money which God entrusts to us has many purposes, and the funding of mission work is of first importance.  Through the giving of our money, we demonstrate our willingness to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  

              Faithful Participants in God’s Mission

GIVING FINANCIALLY IS AN IMPORTANT 

PART OF OUR OBEDIENCE TO THE GREAT 

COMMISSION.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of

Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).

Thank You for your Commitment 

We received many Commitment Forms last Sunday.  If you have not yet had a chance to turn in your Commitment Form, find copies in the narthex.  Please complete the form and place it in the church office.

Your faithful and generous giving is appreciated.  Your church staff and church leaders will do everything possible to be faithful stewards of the money that you’ve given.  God bless us as we strive, by God’s grace, to grow as Faithful Participants in God’s Mission,

who give faithfully and generously.    

