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 “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  (LCMS Board of Stewardship).  Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, will help us understand that God’s primary purpose and mission, as we learn in Scripture (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 2:4), is to make Christ known by using us as participants through whom He works.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, God’s mission becomes our mission.
We Are Ambassadors for Christ
It is fitting that we begin our three-week stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, with the theme “We Are Ambassadors for Christ”  By His grace, God calls us to be His ambassadors.  “All this is from God, Who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us" (2 Corinthians 5:18, 20).  Being an ambassador is an honor and a great responsibility as well.  Often the opinions held about a country are those formed by what is known about its ambassador.  How critical, then, is our "ministry of reconciliation"!  As God’s ambassadors, we are not presenting ourselves or a country; we are making Christ known.   God gives us the ministry of reconciliation.  He makes His appeal through us.
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As ambassadors representing the One Who has sent us, we declare to the world how God has reconciled us to Himself through His Son.  God makes His appeal to the unbeliever through us, and, therefore, it is imperative that we share the Gospel, which is the life-giving truth.  We are to preach and teach the Word of God.  We choose to be among those workers in the harvest field (Matthew 9:36-38) who share our testimonies of faith, always pointing others to Christ and His life-saving Gospel.

To help Jesus to be known, God places us in the lives of certain people to make an eternal difference for Him.  God calls us to share our faith and to let His light shine brightly.  You and I have something to share that is needed by others, and that is the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ.  In Luke 19:10, we read, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  In light of what Christ has done for us, we respond with a desire to serve and glorify Him.  
As grace-filled ambassadors, We are equipped and enabled by the Holy Spirit through His Word and Sacraments (2 Timothy 3:16-17) to be participants in His mission.  We are the feet, eyes, ears, mouths, and hands who carry the message, who see the needs, who listen to the cries of those in need, who bring help to them, who tell them the message of reconciliation.  “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Romans 10:15).  

Ambassador Qualifications

There is no one too young or too old, too educated or too illiterate to be an ambassador of the Good News.  Look at the people God used.  A young boy shared his lunch (John 6:9); he was a steward of the gift of bread and fish God had given him, and Jesus multiplied it to feed thousands.  Moses was called at the age of eighty to lead a nation out of slavery (Deuteronomy 34:7).  Paul was thoroughly educated (Acts 22:3), while several of the disciples were fishermen had no formal education (Mark 1:16-20), and all of them were greatly effective as ambassadors of the message of reconciliation. 
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In and of ourselves, we would fall flat on our faces in our role as ambassadors.  Fortunately, we are not on our own.  We are redeemed creatures.  We are "in Christ" and, therefore, "a new creation!" (2 Corinthians 5:17).  We are effective as ambassadors of the message of reconciliation because God is at work in the proclamation of the good news of Jesus.  Still our sinful frailties cling to us so our neighbors will see us fall on our faces.  We will often fail to represent out Lord as we should.  Then it's time to reveal the great mystery of grace, that, even though we are poor miserable sinners, God sees us as perfect creatures in Christ.  He forgives and restores.  He continues to use us as His servants to bring others to Him.   With God’s strength and presence, we carry out the tasks that He gives us.  Let's take seriously this mission He’s given us.
Our theme for next week will be: “We Are God’s Fellow Workers” ( 1 Corinthians 3:9).
Thank You, Lord, for giving us the privilege, honor, and responsibility to be Faithful Participants in God’s Mission. 
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Blessings on your Stewardship Journey!
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Week Two: “We Are God’s Fellow Workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9)
 “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  (LCMS Board of Stewardship).  Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, will help us understand that God’s primary purpose and mission, as we learn in Scripture (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 2:4), is to make Christ known by using us as participants through whom He works.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, God’s mission becomes our mission.

God’s Fellow Workers

This is our second week of our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission.  This week’s theme is “We Are God’s Fellow workers.”  In his first letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field.  God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9).  By grace, God desires to use us for His greater glory, and He takes ordinary people like you and me and transforms us through the Holy Spirit, working through Word and Sacrament, to accomplish His mission.  As new people with changed hearts, we now have Christ living in us and working through us.  God gives us the joy and honor to be His fellow workers.  
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We are in a partnership, but we are merely God’s junior partners.  Empowered by faith, we make up God’s holy workforce.  He equips us with wisdom and strength to accomplish the tasks that He sets in front of us.  Our goal is not to get God to help us with our work, but instead find what God’s work is, and do it with Him.  We become vessels through whom God is working to reach all people with the life-saving gospel.  Even though we are undeserving of the honor, inadequate for the task, and sometimes even unwilling, He wants to use us as His fellow workers.  God could have delegated His work to His angels, but, instead, He honors us with the opportunity to join Him in His mission of share the Gospel.  What an amazing job He entrusts to us!

God Works with Us

Working with God gives us dignity and purpose.  When we consider all the ways God could have done His work, it is even more amazing to know that He wants our participation.  Idleness and lack of direction cause hopelessness.  God in His wisdom gives us purpose and work to do.  He calls us to participate in His mission for “all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  

The value and importance of working is illustrated by parents (or grandparents) when they encourage participation from their young children with a household project.  A parent  knows that asking a child to help usually involves inefficiency in getting the job done, but there are benefits of such cooperation. Young children can experience a sense of significance.  Our heavenly Father enlists us in the work of sharing the Gospel with all people.  He wants us to join Him to bring about His will on earth.  Each of us has a vital assignment.  Every one of us has a part to play.  God will equip us for our work, and He will guide us.

Giving God our Best

Scripture is clear that God expects and deserves our best.  “Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58b). God wants us “to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10).  God wants us to be productive people in His kingdom.  When we commit our lives and resources to His service, we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23).
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As Christians, we are called as fellow workers into mission.  Through faith, we become more than just spectators.  We are God’s fellow workers who are called to serve.  Just as Jesus ministered to the people of His time, we are to do the same today.  “For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15).  Our mission takes place in our homes, in our neighborhoods, in our churches, and in our places of work.  Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  Reaching out to the lost is at the very heart of our mission.  We have in Christ the saving truth of the Gospel that all people need to hear.

May God use and empower us to be His fellow workers.

Our Theme for next week is: “We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share” (1 Timothy 6:18).
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Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!
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Week Three: “We Are to Be Generous and Ready to          Share” (1 Timothy 6:18).
 “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  (LCMS Board of Stewardship).  Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Faithful Participants in God’s Mission, will help us understand that God’s primary purpose and mission, as we learn in Scripture (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 2:4), is to make Christ known by using us as participants through whom He works.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, God’s mission becomes our mission.

God’s People Give

John 3:16 proclaims, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”   God showed us what it means to love and to give.  The Apostle Paul tells us that we are called to imitate Jesus (Ephesians 5:1).  Just as Christ loves and gives, we are called to be loving and giving people.

Someone said, “Whoever has a heart full of love always has something to give.”  Jeff Cloeter, in his book Loved and Sent, wrote, “Love is incapable of sitting still.  Love is not love unless it acts, moves, and gives.”  The Bible identifies many people whose hearts were overflowing with God’s love prompting them to give joyfully and generously.  King David gave his personal fortune to the construction of God’s temple (1 Chronicles 29:2-3).  The Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:9-16 and the Poor Widow (Luke 21:1-4) gave all they had.  The Good Samaritan gave his time and money to help an injured person ((Luke 10:25-37).  Zacchaeus gave half of his money to the poor (Luke 19:1-10).  Barnabas sold a field and gave the proceeds to help support the Gospel message of the apostles (Acts 4:32-37).  The Christians in Macedonia shared generously, and the result was an “abundance of joy.” This joy in the Lord caused them to want to give.  Even out of their poverty, they gave in order to share in “the relief of the saints” (2 Corinthians 8:2-4).  These few examples of God’s people, who gave joyfully and generously to their Lord, are a great encouragement to us in our giving.

The life of faith is alive, full of vitality, and all-encompassing.  Giving is an essential part of that life of faith.  We give our firstfruits and honor the Lord with all of our resources out of joy and gratitude for what He has done and continues to do in our lives.  Our giving expresses our worship and praise for who God is and what He does.  In the process of giving, we realize the truth in what Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35).

Money and the Great Commission

Jesus’ parting command was: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  Jesus was very direct and explicit with His mandate.  There is no question as to where or with whom we are to share the Gospel.  The love that God gives to us is to be shared by us with all people everywhere.  He has given us our marching orders, and, in His strength, we can give ourselves fully to His work.

Because God has chosen to use us as His participants to bring salvation to all people, we must use our lives and gifts to spread the Good News.  Paul wrote, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20).  One of the tools that God gives us to use in our mission of reaching out to others with the Gospel is our money.  According to an old stewardship phrase, “Stewardship without mission is unnecessary and mission without stewardship is impossible.”  Stewardship and mission are inseparable.  The funding of the Great Commission needs to come from believers.  The money which God entrusts to us has many purposes, and the funding of mission work is of first importance.  Through the giving of our money, we demonstrate our obedience to Jesus’ command to reach out to all people.  

By the grace of God, our attitude toward giving is a “want to” rather than a “got to” give.  We view giving as a privilege and an opportunity to spread the Gospel through our money.  Our giving expresses our gratitude for who God is and all that He has done for through His Son.  Through faith, we hold onto our money loosely and then are privileged to experience the joy of giving as we give God our first and best.  As Christians we understand that God has a claim on all that we have, so we willingly and cheerfully give our money to help all people hear of God’s love.  Money is an important tool for God’s mission.  


Blessings on your Journey as a Steward!
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