Faithful Participants in God’s Mission
Bible Study, Week One: “We Are Ambassadors for Christ”

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal   through us.  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
Opening Prayer: Dear Lord, You are the giver of life, and we know that all we have received is from Your hand.  Help of us to be faithful stewards of Your abundance and caretakers of all that You entrust to us.  Send Your Holy Spirit to work through us so we can become the ambassadors that You want us to be.  We ask for Your blessings on this Bible study.  We pray with grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Being Obedient to the Great Commission
God gives us the privilege and opportunity to be participants in His mission “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  In order for us to participate with God, we need the Holy Spirit to transform our hearts so He can work in and through us.  With changed hearts, we become deeply concerned about people who are perishing because they do not know Jesus.  Our heavenly Father wants us to join him on His life-saving work.  Empowered by His grace, we become His hands, feet, and mouth.  We are His instruments through whom others hear and learn about Jesus’ love, grace, and mercy.

Just prior to His ascension into heaven, Jesus gathered His eleven disciples, and gave them the Great Commission: “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).  This Commission applies to all Christians, not just the apostles.  It not just a great suggestion, but it is a command to all believers of all time.  We are to see the Great Commission as the central purpose of our lives.  
In order to enable us to be obedient to the Great Commission, God entrusts to us all the resources necessary.  The Church lacks nothing as she seeks to further the kingdom of God.  Participating in God’s mission involves more than giving a token amount of our time, talents, and money.  It is not to be a part-time or half-hearted activity.  When we submit to the Lord all that we are and have, He can do great things through us.  With God’s help, we can be zealous in telling people about Jesus’ love which was demonstrated on the Cross.
1. What do the following verses instruct you to do to fulfill the Great Commission?
Acts 1:8:

Mark 16:15:

Matthew 28:19:

2. Read Matthew 28:20.  What can you depend on and what gives you success?
3. Read John 16:8-11.  According to these verses how does the Holy Spirit act in people?
4. Read Acts 1:8.  Where are you to go with the Gospel?

5. Why do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Stewardship without mission is unnecessary and mission without stewardship is impossible.”

6. While the Great Commandment hinges on the world “love,” the “Great Commission” centers on the word _____ .

7. Who is someone you know who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus?  How might you share with him or her?

Called to Be Ambassadors

In Webster’s New World Dictionary, ambassador is defined as “the highest-ranking diplomatic representative of one country to another.”  An ambassador of the United States to another country holds a very prestigious position.  This person speaks for our country.  The honor of a country is in the ambassador’s hands.  The responsibility of an ambassador is to represent his/her country in a very honorable way.

By His grace, God calls us to be ambassadors for Jesus, by representing and speaking on His behalf.  We bring Jesus’ message to the world.  As important as it is to be an ambassador who represents a country, it is a much greater privilege and a much more significant responsibility to represent Jesus.  The Apostle Paul wrote,   “All this is from God, Who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation…Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us" (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).  Just as Jesus sent Paul to be an ambassador, He is sending us.  As ambassadors for Jesus, we share the Gospel with whomever God places in our paths.

God makes His appeal to unbelievers through us, and, therefore, it is imperative that we share the Gospel, which is the life-giving truth.  We are to preach and teach the Word of God.  We choose to be among those workers in the harvest field (Matthew 9:36-38) who share our testimonies of faith, always pointing others to Christ and His Gospel.  As ambassadors, we share the good news that God has reconciled us sinners with Himself through His Son, Jesus.  Because Jesus, Who knew no sin, took upon Himself our sins, we are made righteous in Jesus.  We are called to take this life-saving message to our homes, neighborhoods, schools, places of work, and the entire world.

God not only gives us His marching orders; He empowers us to carry them out.  In essence, what God expects He enables.  Through the working of the Holy Spirit, God changes us into people who are up to the task of being ambassadors.  As we spend time in God’s Word and in prayer, we are emboldened to speak the Good News so that others may experience the joy and peace that God gives.  

8. What made the Apostle Paul such a great ambassador? (John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 12:9) 

9. Read 2 Corinthians 3:2-3.  What are you expected to be?   

10. Read 2 Corinthians 4:5-6.  What are you directed to do?  

11. Read 1 Peter 3:15.  What are you supposed to be prepared to give?
12. How similar is your attitude to Peter’s and John’s, who, when commanded to stop speaking of Christ, said, “We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20)?
Prayer: Dear Lord, continue to change and transform our hearts so we will seek to honor You and share Your love with all people.  Use us as Your ambassadors.  In Jesus’s name. Amen.
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Bible Study, Week Two: “We Are God’s Fellow Workers”

“For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field, God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9).

Opening Prayer: Lord God, You alone are the source of every good gift.  We praise You and thank You for the countless blessings that we receive from Your hand.  We ask for blessings on this study as we look at what it means to be Your fellow workers.  In the name of Jesus, we commit ourselves to be faithful stewards of the time, talents, and money that You entrust to us.  Amen.

Paul Planted, and Apollos Watered

In the above Bible verse, the Apostle Paul tells us that “we are God’s fellow workers.”  Through Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit makes us new creations who become God’s fellow workers.  God’s rich supply of grace is our power source to work wholeheartedly for the Lord.  In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he wrote.  “What then is Apollos?  What is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither he who plants or he who waters is anything, but only God Who gives the growth.  He who plants and he who waters are one and each will receive his wages according to his labor.  For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field, God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:5-9).

In this text, we read that God had given Paul and Apollos important roles with specific purposes.  In the analogy of harvesting a crop, someone (Paul) is needed to plant the seeds and, because plants need water, someone (Apollos) was responsible to water.  Both activities are essential, but, as the text aptly states, “God gave the growth.”  Paul and Apollos were merely God’s fellow workers.  In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he used this farming analogy to help them and us understand how God was using Paul and Apollos in His great work of salvation.  Only God can save people, but we have important roles and tasks to play in His mission “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  

Because God has chosen to work through us to reach all people with the good news of the Gospel, we have important and vital roles to play.  To grow His church, God uses trustworthy people.  We become His instruments with specific responsibilities to perform.  There is no hierarchy of service in God’s work.  Those who are serving the Lord in our communities are just as important as missionaries serving in foreign lands.  Sunday school teachers are as important as pastors.  Teachers are no more important than custodians.  People who work in secular jobs are as important as church workers.  All Christians who are in service are God’s fellow workers.  God honors us with the privilege to be His fellow workers, and, as His instruments, we are to use our time, talents, and money to help others know Jesus and help them grow as disciples.

1. Read 1 Corinthians 3:9 again.  What does Paul mean “You are God’s field”?  “God’s building”?

2. Producing a harvest or changing people’s hearts happens over time so you as God’s fellow worker need to be _____________________________

3. Why is it surprising that God has chosen to make you His fellow worker?

4. How could you use the analogy of a football team to describe the importance of each fellow worker?

5. How does doing the work of a fellow worker benefit you?

Fellow Workers Do their Best

The Apostle Paul wrote “I can do all things through Him Who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).  When we abide in the Lord, we have the same strength that Paul had so we can do our best as God’s fellow workers.  If the connection to God through Jesus is ever broken, our source of strength is severed.  When we remain in Jesus, we share Christ’s power because He dwells in us.  “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

As God’s fellow workers, we are encouraged to do our best knowing that we do is always in response to what God has already started   We love because God first loved.  We give because God first gave.  We speak because God first spoke.  It is God Who does the initiating.  All that we are and have are because of God’s grace.  We are sinners who don’t deserve what God does for us, nor have we earned this calling to be God’s fellow workers.  Because of grace, we have new lives in Him (Romans 6:4).  Through faith, we willingly serve the Lord with our whole hearts and minds out of gratitude for Who God is and what He has done for us.  Paul encourages us to demonstrate our gratitude in faithful obedience and action.  “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1).

6. God doesn’t need a helping hand or fellow workers so why does He choose to work through His people? 
7. Read John 15:4-5. How does God make it possible for you to be His fellow worker?

8. Read 2 Corinthians 5:20. What is God doing?

9. Read Luke 5:10. What was Jesus inviting Simon to do?  And you?

10. What two different mind-sets are presented in Romans 8:5-8?  

11. Read Luke 10:2. What is Jesus calling you and others to do?

12. Read 1 Corinthians 12:7. What are you given?  How are you to use what God has given to you?

Prayer:  Lord, thank You for the time that we had to study Your Word.  Help us to be faithful fellow workers with our time, talents, and money.   Use us as instruments of Your love, grace, and mercy to those around us.  In Jesus’ holy name we pray.  Amen.
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Bible Study, Week Three: “We Are to Be Generous and Ready to Share”

“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share” (1 Timothy 6:18).

God Owns Our Money

Of all the gifts God gives, money is usually the one we struggle with the most.  Unfortunately, many of us allow money to become the center of our lives and the pursuit of more money  becomes the greatest passion in life.  What we choose to do with our money and possessions reflects our sense of values and the depth of our faith and trust in God.  For some of us, money represents power, security, and happiness.  For some, the accumulation of money is an end in itself.  Jesus warns us in Matthew 6:24, “You cannot serve God and Money.”  When God is our treasure, money not only provides for our needs but is used to extend God’s Kingdom and to help those in need.
Money, like all other things, is a gift from God.  “You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He Who gives you the power to get wealth, that He may confirm His covenant that He swore to your fathers, as it is this day” (Deuteronomy 8:18).  God provides us with both our abilities and means of employment to enable us to earn the money we need to provide for our needs and to support God’s mission.  

We are to receive and use God’s gifts with thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6) and be cognizant of the fact that, as God’s stewards, we are caretakers of His money, which is only on loan to us.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we acknowledge that all we own belongs to God, and we begin to understand our responsibility to be faithful in the management and use of what we have been given.  As the servants were accountable to their Master in the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), we are accountable to God for how we use our money.  Through faith, we will use God’s money in the way He directs us to use it.  God may choose to give us extra money not to raise our standards of living, but to raise our standards of giving.  

1. How can the hoarding of money hurt your relationship with God? [Think about the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31).]

2. Why are financial decisions spiritual decisions?

3. How does the way you spend money reveal your priorities?

4. Why can prosperity be a bigger risk for you spiritually than adversity?

5. What is the difference between seeing money as a means to an end or as the end itself?

Generous and Ready to Share

It has been said we have been given two hands so we can receive with one and give with the other.  It is nice to be on the receiving end, but it is even more meaningful to be the giver.  Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  Giving should not be an onerous obligation, but an opportunity.  Through our giving, God is able to make an impact in our world.  He uses our generosity to build His Kingdom, to help those in need, and to strengthen and enrich us as givers.
The God who dwells in us is a loving God and, therefore, a giving God.  Only because of God’s love within us is our giving made possible.  “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  The Lord set the example of giving motivated by love.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Giving expresses our appreciation to God for the greatest gift of all—our redemption. 

Giving is something that does not often come naturally, but God’s grace virtually compels a response to His love (2 Corinthians 5:14).  The depth of God’s love within us makes us cheerful givers who view giving as an opportunity, not an obligation.  God’s grace empowers us to be “generous and ready to share.” 

The basic urge of our secular society is to “get.”  This self-centered and self-seeking attitude contrasts with the exhortation for Christians to give.  The Christian’s focus is centered on God and others.  We become “generous and ready to share” as the Holy Spirit changes us from self-regarding to regarding others, from getting to giving, from selfish ends to spiritual ends.  As new people in Christ, we seek ways and opportunities to share not just our money, but all of God’s gifts with others.  

6. Read Luke 19:1-10.  What did Zacchaeus do that demonstrated Jesus had changed his heart?

7. What made the giving of the Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-24) and the widow in Luke 21:1-4 very unique and special?
8. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. What did the Macedonians do and how were they able to do it?
9. Why is giving an “act of grace”?

10. What did God’s grace enable the following people to give?

· Abel (Genesis 4:1-7; Hebrews 11:4):

· Noah (Genesis 8:20-22; Hebrews 11:7):

· Abraham (Genesis 22:1-18; Hebrews 11:8-10):

· David (1 Chronicles 29:1-5):

· Barnabas (Acts 4:32-37):

11. How did the disciples in Acts 11:27-30 react to the needs of their brothers in Judea?

12. Read 1 Corinthians 16:2.  What are the key points in this verse?

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for this study and the encouragement that we receive through your Word to give freely, cheerfully, and generously.  Open our eyes and hearts to the opportunities to help those in need and to ways that we can further Your kingdom.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.
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Bible Study Answer Guide

Bible Study 1:

1. Acts 1:8: Witness

Mark 16:15: Proclaim the gospel

Matthew 28:19: Go, teach, baptize

2. Matthew 28:20: God is always with us.

3. John 16:8-11: We are convicted.

4. Acts 1:8: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, to the end of the earth.  We are to go near and far.

5. Mission and stewardship are connected.  Although, mission can go forward without stewardship or giving, but often mission requires funding.

6. “Go”

7. Personal response.  Consider making a list of three or four people.

8. John 15:5: Paul, as a branch, was connected to the Vine, Jesus.  

2.Corinthians 12:9.  Paul trusted and depended upon God’s grace and strength.

9. 2 Corinthians 3:2-3. Our lives will be a letter that people can read.

10. 2 Corinthians 4:5-6. Let Jesus’ light shine through us.

11. 1 Peter 3:15. Be prepared to give a reason for our hope.

12. Personal response.

Bible Study 2

1. 1 Corinthians 3:9. The Church is like a field that needs many different workers to cooperate to raise a harvest.

The church is like a building where co-laborers work together to raise the walls.

2. Producing a harvest of crops takes time, so patience is needed.  Our task, as God’s people, is to share or plant the seeds (God’s Word) of the gospel, but only God can provide the growth.  We need to persevere and be patient.

3. It is surprising because we are sinful, unlovable, undeserving people.

4. A football team is made up of 11 players who each play a vital part for the team.  On offense, the team needs players to block as well as run, pass, or catch the football.  Each position and activity is important.

5. To know through faith that we are God’s fellow workers gives us purpose in life.  When God’s works through us, we know that God can use us to help those in need and to join Him in His mission “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).

6. Scripture does not tell us why God honors us with the opportunity to be participants in His mission.  Instead of using His angels to share the gospel with all people, He invites us to join Him in His mission.  To use us, God first softens and changes our hearts.  With transformed hearts, we are prepared to accept the tasks and purposes that God gives us.  We become His fellow workers ready to go to work.

7. John 15:4-5.  When we abide in Jesus, we receive strength to bear fruit, to do the work God has called us to do.

8. 2 Corinthians 5:20.  God is using us to appeal to others so they might believe and be saved.

9. Luke 5:10.  “Catch” men instead of fish; bring others to Jesus.

10. Romans 8:5-8.  Those who live according to the flesh.  Those who live according to the 
Spirit.

11. Luke 10:2.  Join the workers in the harvest.

12. 1 Corinthians 12:1-7, 11.  At least one gift and to use it for the common good.

Bible Study 3

1. Luke 16:19-31. Hoarding money places our trust and security in money rather than in God.  Money is to be used to provide for our needs and to help those in need and to extend God’s kingdom.  We are to be God’s channels with our money.

2. How we spend money should be a spiritual decision because it is God Who makes it possible for us to earn and to have money.  God is the owner of all things.  In our spending, saving, and giving, we should be honoring God.  We need to seek God’s counsel in how we manage and give our money.

3. If we look at our credit card and bank statements, we will see where our priorities are.  Is giving to God a priority?  Is helping grow God’s kingdom and helping others with our money a priority?

4. In proverbs 30:8 reads, “Remove from me falsehood and lying: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.”  Having an abundance of money can cause us turn away from God and find our love and security in our money.  Someone once said, “99 people out of 100 can handle adversity whereas only 1 out of 100 can handle prosperity.  
5. Those who see money as a means to an end are interested only in their money and what money can buy.  Their success and happiness are based on the amount of money they possess.  In contrast, those who see money as a means did not place their heart and focus on money itself.  They see money as a tool to accomplish and earn certain comforts in life and for the opportunity to increase their giving.

6. Luke 19:1-10. After spending time with Jesus, Zacchaeus heart was changed.  He no longer lived to accumulate more and more money.  He now saw that his money could be used to help other people.  He pledged half of what he owned to the poor.  He also pledged four-fold to those who he may have harmed.

7. 1 Kings 17:17-24. Even though she only had enough oil and flour for one last meal for herself and her son, she gave all that she had to Elijah.

Luke 21:1-4.  She gave her last two mites.  In giving all that she had, she placed all her trust in Jesus to provide for her.

8. 2 Corinthians 8:1-7.  To help the Christians in Jerusalem who were experiencing a famine, the Apostle Paul was collecting money.  Even though the Macedonians were enduring hardships, they pleaded for the opportunity to give to the people in Jerusalem.  In verse 5 we read, “they gave themselves first to the Lord.”  Their giving was motivated from their heart.

9. Because we are by nature selfish people.  Our natural inclination is to hoard or keep our money.  It is only by the grace of God Who changes us that we have the desire to give generously.

10. Abel: He gave the fatted portion from his herds or his best.

Noah: When the rain stopped and they exited the arc, he built and altar to give thanks and sacrifices go God.

Abraham: Through faith, Abraham was willing to sacrifice his own son, Isaac.  But, God provided a substitute.

David: He gave vast amounts of gold and silver to build the temple.  His giving was a wonderful example of giving to his people.

Barnabas: He sold land, and he gave the proceeds from the sale to the disciples.

11. Acts 11:27-30.  They each gave according to their own ability.

12. 1 Corinthians 16:2.  Each person is to give.  We are to give according to the blessings that God entrusts to us, and we are to give on the first day of each week.  Giving is to be done on a regular basis.  
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