Stewards Living with Purpose

Bible Study 1: “Do All to the Glory of God”

Theme Verse: “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” 
(1 Corinthians 10:31).

Glorifying God
God tells us through the Apostle Paul that our primary purpose in life is to glorify God in and through whatever we do.  We were born by God’s purpose and for His purpose.  We are alive because God wanted to create us.  In Colossians 1:16, we read, “…All things were created…through Him and for Him.”  It is only in God that we find our identity and purpose.  It is in God’s Word that we discover our purpose in life.  God is glorified when we, through faith,  seek to know and to live out His purposes for us.  

In Scripture, God called people to fulfill different purposes.  Adam was to tend the garden.  Noah was to build the ark.  Abraham was to become a great nation through whom all the nations of the world would be blessed.  Joseph helped his people survive a great famine.  Joshua led the conquest into the Promised Land.  David was the greatest king of Israel.  Solomon was to build the temple. God called each of these people, and they responded faithfully and obediently.  Through faith, we also can respond to God’s leading so we can fulfill the purpose that God has given each of us.

God has given each of us a specific role to partake in His kingdom plans and purposes.  Through faith, we understand that God is both our source of life and our purpose for living.  Our purpose is to give God glory, honor, and service.  In his book Beyond Blessed, Rev. Robert Morris wrote, “Deep genuine happiness and fulfillment stem from living our true purpose, not experiencing worldly, carnal pleasure.  If you’re fulfilling the purpose for which God created you, you can have nothing and be deliriously happy and content.  Conversely you have everything the world says you should desire, and if you’re not living out your God-given purpose, you’ll be utterly miserable.”  When we carry out God’s purposes for our lives, we will find true joy and fulfillment.

1. What do you learn from the following verses?
Job 42:2:

Psalm 57:2:

Luke 7:30:

2. Read 1 Peter 4:10.  For what purposes did God give you the following and how is He glorified by the right management of your…
Time:

Talents:

Money:

3. Read 1 Peter 2:4-5. What is the meaning and purpose for your life?

4. What are some indications that you are not living in God’s purposes?

5. What are some ways that you can discover God’s purposes for your life? 

6. How do you define the glory of God?

7. How was the glory of God manifested in the following verses: Exodus 13:21-22; 14:4; 19:16-20; 24:16; 1 Kings 8:10-11; Matthew 17:2?  Where else in Scripture is God’s glory visibly seen?

8. Read 1 Chronicles 16:28-29.  What two actions are you to do to give God glory?

9. What does King David tell you about God’s glory in Psalm 19:1? 

10. Read Isaiah 42:8.  How does God emphasize his uniqueness?

11. Read Ezekiel 10:4.  What does this verse tell you of God’s glory?

12. How might you glorify God in your life and work?
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Bible Study 2: “Be My Witnesses”

Theme Verse: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Jesus “came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).   He gives us, His stewards, the privilege and responsibility to share the life-saving Gospel with all people.  We are His instruments through which others hear and learn about Jesus and His love, grace, and mercy.  
[image: ]
Prior to Jesus’ ascension, He told His disciples, “…you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  Our witnessing takes place in our homes, neighborhoods, at our places of work, and beyond.  Our goal in witnessing is to help others come to know Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).  We have the opportunity to tell others of the greatest miracle that has ever occurred.  The Son of God came to earth to live as one of us, to humble Himself for the sake of all people.  This miracle is one to be shouted from the housetops, for it is meant not just for you and me, but for all humankind.  Don’t keep this miracle a secret.  Spend your time, talents, and resources so that others (if not you yourself) are enabled to be His witnesses to “all nations.”

1. Read 1 Peter 3:15.  What is expected of you?  What can you do to prepare yourself?

1. Read Acts 4:20.  What is the attitude of Peter and John and is their attitude the same as yours?

1.  Read Acts 1:8.  Are you witnessing in your Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria?  How?  If you have not been called to serve as a missionary to the far ends of the earth, how can you still carry out the Great Commission?

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God will give us the words and the courage to use them.  Along with most people, we are eager to talk about the weather, sports, economy, or politics, but, as Christians, we have been given the treasure of the Gospel message—something vastly more important to talk about.  As God’s people, we want people to know there is a God Who cares for us and is almighty and powerful, yet loving and compassionate.    With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can talk about our wonderful, almighty loving Father, Who, while we were still sinners, sent us a Savior to redeem us from our slavery to sin (Romans 5:8).  Through Christ, we know our Heavenly Father.  Through Christ, the Father has come to us.  Through Christ, we have life everlasting in Heaven.  This is the Good News that we want to share.  May God give us courage to use the opportunities He gives us.   


1. Read Matthew 5:14-16. In the Sermon on the Mount, what did Jesus tell you that you are?  What is expected of you?

The Apostle Paul’s Witness
After his conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul lived his life as a steward of the Gospel.  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he had much to say in his letters about proclaiming the Gospel.  Paul was compelled by the love of Christ to give his life over to preaching the Word of God.  To Paul, being a steward is a lifestyle of service in partnership with Christ to spread the Good News of God’s plan of salvation to all people.  

In 1 Corinthians 4:1 Paul introduced himself and his fellow workers “as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.”  Paul was called to be a servant and steward for the Lord in order to win others for Christ.  Knowing that as a steward for Christ his strength was not his own, he stated, “I toil, struggling with all His energy that He powerfully works within me” (Colossians 1:29).  Paul saw his life, energy, and motivation as gifts of grace.  “Of this Gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of His power” (Ephesians 3:7).  The greatest treasure we can share with others is the Good News of the Gospel.  That same grace that motivated and empowered Paul to go about as a steward of the Gospel can energize us.  

1. Read John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 12:9.  How do these verses and the verses in the paragraph above reveal what made the Apostle Paul such a great steward of the Gospel?

1. Read 2 Corinthians 3:2.  What does it mean to be a letter for Christ?

1. Read 2 Corinthians 4:5-6.  What are you directed to do?

1. Are you effectively using your time, talents, and money to share the Gospel?

1. Read Philemon 6.  How can you, by witnessing, come to a deeper understanding of “every good thing that is in [you] for the sake of Christ?”

1. Read Ephesians 3:7.  What enables you to witness?

1. What does it mean to say, “You are not to just bring the message, you are to be the message?”
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Bible Study 3: “Serve One Another”

Theme Verse: “For you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).  

Jesus’ Nature Is to Serve
[image: ]Matthew 20:28 reads, “…even as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."  Jesus came into the world to serve and to give His life for us.   He gave Himself fully and freely on Calvary’s cross.  He continues to serve us in His Word and the Sacraments as He gives us life and salvation.  Jesus illustrated servanthood when He took a towel and washed His disciples’ feet.  Jesus speaks to all of His disciples when He said, “Do you understand what I have done to you?  You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am.   If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you also should do just I have done to you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than one who sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them” (John 13:12-17). 

The very nature of Jesus, as revealed in Scripture, is the example that should be our encouragement to serve others. Jesus didn’t just talk about serving others, He did it.  Acknowledging Christ for Who He is and what He has done to redeem us as sinners, we begin to understand His nature and purpose for us.  As forgiven people, we have the redemptive purpose of living lives of faithful service to others in Jesus’ name.  Christ’s love for us and our love for Him make our lives of servanthood possible.  Through a loving relationship with Him, we are able to serve as Christ served.

When we, in Jesus’ name and in response to this love for us, give drinks to those who are thirsty, clothe those who need clothes, or minister to those who are sick, we are living as servants.  Jesus calls us to serve people in our families, at work, in our neighborhoods, and even throughout the world.  As the Holy Spirit enlightens our hearts and minds through the hearing of the Word and participation in the Sacraments, He changes us into servants who willingly serve Him by serving others.  Jesus said, “By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).

1.  Read Philippians 2:5-8. How did Jesus show His servant humility?

1. Read John 13:12-17 again.  What did Jesus ask/command His disciples and all people to do?  What happens to those who follow His instructions?

1. Read the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  How did the Good Samaritan use his time, talents, and money in assisting the injured person?


Serving God by Serving Others
Do you wake up in the morning thinking about whom you can help and serve each day?  Who needs some special time and attention?  The answer for most of is no.  By ourselves, we aren’t capable of changing our focus from ourselves to others.  In fact, the whole idea of service runs counter to a culture that encourages us to look for someone to serve us.  Our society encourages us to promote ourselves and put our own needs first.  We are taught that we better look out for ourselves, because no one else will.  As God’s children, who live in God’s counter-cultural kingdom, we know that we are called to give our time, energy, and effort to serve others.  While on earth, Jesus gave us the perfect example of a giving life full of service and compassion.  Jesus spent time with the blind, lame, hungry, and spiritually destitute people.  Only through the power of the Holy Spirit can we be changed into people who are eager and willing to serve.  God is calling us to be His hands, feet, and mouth to help those who are in need.  God will lead us where He wants us to serve, and opportunities for service abound.  Because of God’s calling and our devotion to Him, service becomes our way of life.  Service is what emanates from a life filled with love and devotion to Christ.
[image: ]
The Apostle Paul wrote the following to the believers in Ephesus: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10 NIV).  The instruction is clear that we are to render help and service and not sit in idleness.  Our motivation to help people stems from the fact that God loved us first, and we are so overwhelmed by His love that we want share that love with others.  Our actions flow from changed hearts.

A lawyer asked Jesus, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it.  You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:36-39).   Jesus came to earth not just to die and rise again for us, but to live the perfect life in our place, because it is impossible for us to keep these commandments.  Still, by His grace, God works in us and through us to carry out His purposes on earth.  The key to our reaching out to others is to rely on Him, living with an attitude that is God-centered.  With God as our focus, we will want to love and serve Him by serving others.  We follow Jesus and His commandments because of God’s love for us, a love we want others to receive, too.  When we love one another, others can actually see God in and through us.  

1. Read Matthew 25:31-46. What was Jesus’ criteria as He separated the sheep from the goats?  Does this mean we are saved, then, because of good works?  If not, then how we interpret Jesus’ words in this passage?

1. Read Hebrews 11:6. What is needed for your serving to be pleasing to God?

1. Read John 3:22-30.  Why is John the Baptist such a good example of a servant?

1. In what specific ways do you serve others?

Living a Life of Service
It is easy to serve the loveable and those who can repay us.  It is easy to serve others when there is some tangible reward.  It is not so easy sometimes when there is no way to be repaid or when others don’t even seem grateful.  But we are called to serve all people regardless.  Jerry White, in his book, Honesty, Morality, and Conscience, writes, “Christians are to be servants of both God and people, but most of us approach business, work, and life in general with the attitude of what I can get rather than what I can give.  Serving God receives a favorable response but serving people, especially those who cannot repay has no visible benefit or glory from anyone except God.”  Let God be the One to reward us for serving Him—for serving His people—for serving the unlikable and unlovable—the most difficult to work with.  

[image: ]God has made us for the purpose of doing good and serving others.  In writing to the church in Galatia Paul exhorted, “Let us not grow weary of doing good” (Galatians 6:9).  Whether we are working in the church, volunteering in our communities, or helping others, when we toil in the strength of the Lord, we are not to grow weary.  “[God] gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength…they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary…” (Isaiah 40:29, 31). 

God gives us strength to do good and to find joy in our service.  Solomon tells us, “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched” (Proverbs 11:25).  Peyton Conway March writes, “There is a wonderful mythical law of nature that the three things we crave most in life—happiness, freedom, and peace of mind—are always attained by giving them to someone else.”  In his book Give to Live Dr. Douglas M. Lawson writes, “But there is one kind of experience that delivers emotional and psychic satisfaction time after time, day after day: helping other people.  Volunteer efforts, charitable acts, generosity of spirit, and gestures of compassion all enrich and sustain our lives.”  

1. Read John 15:1-17.  What is necessary in order for you to help and serve others?

1. Read James 2:14-17.  What is the relationship between faith and good works?

1. According to 2 Corinthians 9:11, what is the ultimate result of your service?

1. What does 1 Peter 4:10 say about the use of your talents?

1. How can you become a person who willingly serves others? (Galatians 2:20; Philippians 2:13, 4:13).
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Bible Study 4: “Be Generous in Every Way” 
“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11).  

Is Giving an Obligation or Opportunity?
[image: ]As the Apostle Paul traveled to churches, he collected offerings for the Christians in Jerusalem who were experiencing hard economic times.  When Paul was speaking to the Corinthians, he used the Macedonian believers as an example of people who, in spite of their own economic hardships, gave joyfully to the people in Jerusalem.  The Macedonians’ love for Christ and their concern for their fellow believers moved them to give beyond their ability.  The Macedonians gave themselves first to the Lord, Paul said, and then they “begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints” (2 Corinthians 8:4).  In Christ, they saw their giving as an opportunity to help other believers in need. 

Does someone who views giving as an obligation plead for the opportunity to give?  Probably not.  When giving is an obligation, we will give, but giving as an obligation will not give us the joy or the attitude of pleading for the privilege to give that the Macedonians had.  As God’s people, we have both an obligation and an opportunity.  Scripture is clear that we are called to give.  Paul said, “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up as he may prosper, so that there will be no collection when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:2).  

Giving is an obligation, but, by God’s grace, the Macedonians did not view it as such (2 Corinthians 8:1-4).  God’s grace works in our hearts and minds, too, so that our giving is no longer an obligation but an opportunity.  As stewards who give themselves first to the Lord (2 Corinthians 8:5), we think of giving in terms of “get to” rather than “got to.”  We stop giving grudgingly, and we start “giving joyfully and cheerfully.”  We want to give, because giving is an expression of our love and gratitude to God for Who He is and what He does for us.  The more we give of ourselves and our gifts, the closer our relationship with Christ becomes, the more we want to give, and the more God blesses us, which enables our continued giving.  “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will bring thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11).  We thank God that He fills us daily with His love and abundant blessings so that we see giving as a privilege and an opportunity to praise and thank Him.

1. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-4.  Why did Paul share the giving of the Macedonians with the people in Corinth?

2. Read 2 Corinthians 9:11.  How do you see God’s grace at work in you through your giving?

3. How does giving test the sincerity of your love (2 Corinthians 8:8)?

4. Is giving an obligation or an opportunity for you?  Is your giving focusing more on what you can afford to give, or is it prompted more out of love and gratitude?

5. Why are stewardship and mission inseparable?   How does the giving of your money demonstrate your obedience to Jesus’ command to reach out to all people?

Motivation for Giving 
God, Who does not need our gifts, still asks us to give them.  He tells us, “I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens, for every animal of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50:9-10 NIV).  He doesn’t ask us to give because He needs our money.  He asks us to give our gifts in response to Who He is and what He has done and continues to do for us.  Giving is an important part of worshipping God.  We give out of gratitude for all of His amazing blessings, and giving is an expression of our love for God.  In our giving, we are only returning a portion of what He has entrusted to us.  
[image: C:\Users\Ron\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\EO3SJ3V0\Cross-laying-on-Money-Fotolia_450504_XS[1].jpg]
First Corinthians 16:2 urges us to give regularly, proportionately, and of our firstfruits.  When love for God becomes the motivating force behind our giving, we find ourselves following that exhortation joyfully, freely, cheerfully. Week after week, we give our offerings, writing out that check before we pay our bills.

Love motivated the Poor Widow (Luke 21:1-4) to give her last two coins to Jesus.  She gave from her heart trusting in God’s provisions.  Even though the widow gave only a small gift, Jesus praised her for her generosity.  For Christians, giving is not an option.  Love compels us to give which fulfills God’s exhortations to give.

6. Read Matthew 6:25-31.  What can impede giving?

7. What is likely to happen to people’s giving habits when they read and study God’s Word?  Why?

8. Why can giving break the grip that money can have on you?

Testimony through Giving
God’s Word promises that, as we give faithfully and cheerfully to the Lord, He will give us eternal blessings.  Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you…For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Luke 6:38).  In addition to the joy that we receive through our giving, God can use our giving as an encouragement for others to give.  When others give, they will also receive God’s special blessing, which comes from honoring Him with their lives and resources.  For the most part, our giving is a private matter between the Lord and us.  However, there are times and occasions when it is proper for God’s people to share with others how God has worked in their lives to enable their generosity and the blessings they receive through their giving.  Such testimonies can encourage others to grow in their giving as they begin to trust in and depend on the Lord.  
 
A giving testimony can have the same effect that a pebble has when it is thrown into a quiet pond of water.  After the splash, waves emanate from the pebble’s initial point of impact.  Similarly, a giving testimony can have an immediate impact upon the hearts and minds of those who hear, and, and like the waves that move outward through the water, the giving testimony can also have a far-reaching effect on the attitudes of other believers toward their financial stewardship, causing those who hear that message to act upon the Spirit’s prompting to do likewise.  It’s easy to see how the gifts and testimony of one person can encourage a generous spirit in many others when the person who gives the gift does not bring honor to himself, but gives the glory to God.

In Scripture, we see how God has used the testimony of people faithful in their giving to encourage the giving of others.  In the book of Acts, we read of Barnabas’ gift of property.  “Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet” (Act 4:36-37).  His gift was an encouragement for others to give.  Among the believers, none lacked food or shelter, because those with surpluses were encouraged to share with those in need.  Our giving can be a witness to our families, church, and, potentially, to our neighborhoods.  People will pay more attention to what we do with our money than with many other areas of our lives.  May God grant us His grace to give, so that our giving can be a testimony of our faith.

9. Read Proverbs 3:9.  What are you directed to do?

10. How would you define firstfruits giving and proportionate giving?

11. Read 1 Corinthians 16:2.  What are the key points regarding giving?

12. What kind of giving attitude did the following people have and what portion did they give:
· Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-24)
· Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)
· Poor Widow (Luke 21:1-4)
· Rich Young Ruler (Luke 18:18-23)

13. Read 2 Corinthians 8:7.  What does it mean to excel in the grace of giving?
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