Lay reader talk, week 1


Do All to the Glory of God

This is the first week of our stewardship emphasis, Stewards Living with Purpose.  Today’s theme is “Do All to the Glory of God.”  As God’s people, we are called to work diligently in our service to others and to extend God’s kingdom. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be steadfast…always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). God wants us to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10).  When we are productive people in His kingdom, we give God glory.

As Christians, we are called into ministry.  Through faith we become more than just spectators.  Just as Jesus ministered to the people of His time, we are to do the same today.  “For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15).  Our ministries take place in our homes, in our neighborhoods, in our churches, and in our places of work.  Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).  Reaching out to the lost is at the very heart of our ministry.  We have in Christ the saving truth of the Gospel that all people need to hear.

As people of faith, our purpose is not to live for ourselves but for Jesus Who “died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for Him Who for their sake died and was raised” (2 Corinthians 5:15).  In our lives as stewards, we can, with God’s help, put Him first in all things.  “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  When we serve, let us serve “by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:11).

With God’s help, we can go above and beyond in our efforts to please God and give Him the glory He deserves.  When we commit our lives and resources to His service, we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23).



Lay reader talk (week 2)


Be My Witnesses

This is the second week of our stewardship emphasis titled Stewards Living with Purpose.  Our theme for today is “Be My Witnesses.”

The story is told of a young man who had been out of work for some time.  Jobs were scarce, but he was at last offered a job for the summer in a logging camp up north.  His parents were somewhat concerned about the reaction of the rest of the crew when they found out the young man was a Christian.  If the image of a lumberjack was true, they were sure his life would be quite unbearable.  Upon his return home in the fall, his mother immediately inquired as to what had taken place when the word got out that he was a Christian, to which he replied with relief, “They didn’t find out!”

Most of us don’t find ourselves in logging camps, but do those around us, wherever we are, know we are Christians?  Are they aware that we are God’s children?   Does what come out of our mouths ever leave any doubt as to who is in control of our lives?  Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  We are called to witness so we need to answer the question if we will be a good witness or a poor one.  When Jesus’ disciples were told to stop preaching the Good News, they said, “For we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

So how about us?  God blessed us with minds to think and mouths to speak.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God will give us the words and the courage to use them.  Let’s be aware of the opportunities He places before us and make sure that the whole world hears the Good News.   Make up your mind, right now, to become a joy-filled witness of God’s love and forgiveness for all people.



Lay Reader Talk (week 3)		

Serve One Another

This is the third week of our four-week stewardship emphasis, Stewards Living with Purpose.  Our theme for this week is “Serve One Another.”  Do you wake up in the morning wondering who you can serve that day?  Who needs some special time and attention?  The answer for most of is “no.”  By ourselves, we aren’t capable of changing our focus from ourselves to others.  As God’s children, we know that we are called to give our time, energy, and effort to serve others.  God’s Word tells us that Jesus came to serve and not to be served.  While on earth, Jesus gave us the perfect example of a giving life full of service and compassion.  Jesus spent time with the blind, lame, hungry, and spiritually destitute people.  Only through the power of the Holy Spirit can we be changed into people who are eager and willing to serve.  God is calling us to be His hands, mouth, and feet to help those who are in need.  God will lead us where He wants us to serve, and opportunities for service abound.  Because of God’s calling and our devotion to Him, service becomes our way of life.  Service is what emanates from a life filled with love and devotion to Christ.

God loves the world, the whole world.  It is God’s love working through us that enables us to be servants to others.  God’s love empowers us to do His work.  Our love for Christ is seen in acts of serving.  We can be either other-oriented or self-oriented.  Without God’s motivation within us, our focus is always directed inward, always aimed at fulfilling our own needs.  He provides the love we need to love others and gives us the desire to serve them.  As our relationship with Christ grows, we will be better able to see the world as He sees it, through eyes of love.  We are saved by grace through faith for service.  Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

The wonderful thing is that when we help others, we end up receiving an equal or greater benefit from our acts of service.  We discover that it is a greater blessing to give than to receive (Acts 20:35).  




Lay Reader Talk (week 4)


Be Generous in Every Way
This is the fourth and final week of our stewardship emphasis Stewards Living with Purpose.  The focus today is “Be Generous in Every Way.”  When we give to God through giving to our church and others, we experience one of the true joys of being Christians.  Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  God doesn’t need our gifts, yet He asks us to give them.  He accepts and uses them and gives us joy in sharing them.  As we respond to God’s love for us by giving back to Him part of what He’s given to us, He reacts by giving us even more.  “Give, and it will be given to you.  Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap.  For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38).  Although we don’t give so that we will receive God’s blessings, God’s Word promises us that, when we give faithfully and willingly, we will receive an abundance of spiritual blessings and, for some, material blessings as well.

Have you ever wondered why you are left with such a joyful feeling when you are able to give a gift to your church or to help a person in need?  The answer to that question may be rooted in us as Christians who are being recreated in the image of God.  To be made in God’s image means we are made to be like Him whose nature is to give.  Giving helps us feel fulfilled as we reflect His nature.  Although the image of God was lost by sin, as those converted by faith in Jesus, we “have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator” (Colossians 3:10).  Our Creator empowers us to give joyfully to our church and others according to His will.  With this attitude of joyful gratitude, God keeps us close to Him, and others see His image through us.

Our pursuit for fulfillment and joy culminates in the discovery that we receive those things when, by God’s grace, we respond with eagerness to God’s directive to give.  Like David, we exclaim, “But who [are we]…that we should be able thus to offer willingly?  For all things come from You, and of Your own have we give You” (1 Chronicles 29:14).

May God help us all “be generous in every way.”


