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Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Stewards Living with Purpose, will help us understand the purposes that God gives us through His Word.

Our Purpose Lost, Reclaimed, and Restored
[image: ]Have you asked yourself the questions: “Why do I live?” or “Why do I exist?”  Scientists and philosophers have spent countless hours focusing on these questions.  As God’s people, we find our answer in the first sentence in His revealed Word, the Bible.  “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  God created all things, and Adam, who was the firstborn of His creation, was the crown or masterpiece of all that He created.  We are told that “God created man in His own image” (verse 27).  Adam was given perfect knowledge of God and true holiness.  In this state of righteousness and innocence, he was created for the purpose of having fellowship with God and reflecting the glory of God Who created Him.  He reflected God’s glory in every way.

In order to make Adam complete, God made him a wife, Eve, from one of his ribs.  God blessed Adam and Eve with the honor and responsibility to be stewards of His amazing creation.  “And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Genesis 1:28).  Their role as stewards is further identified when God “took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15).  This responsibility and privilege to be God’s stewards has been transferred from generation to generation, and our faithful stewardship leads to the fulfillment of His purposes for our lives.  Until sin entered the world, Adam and Eve enjoyed a fellowship with God that was perfect in every sense.  

In his book Adventures in Christian Stewardship, Rev. R. C. Rein shares how our lives and purpose have been affected by sin.  Pastor Rein describes these changes as follows: 
· Life’s Purpose Lost
· Life’s Purpose Reclaimed
· Life’s Purpose Restored

Life’s Purpose Lost: The great tragedy is that the perfect relationship between God and man didn’t last.  When Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden apple, the trajectory of the world was changed.  They were driven from their Garden paradise and were sentenced to death.  They and their offspring would no longer bear God’s perfect image.  Thus we, too, polluted by sin, have forsaken our original purpose of living in perfect harmony with God.  Because of sin, our lives are now focused on ourselves and material things rather than on God.  Pastor Rein wrote, “Thus, while it sometimes appears on the surface that man is happy and prosperous when he lives unto himself, the truth is that beneath it all his ‘heart is still fretting and striving, no true, lasting happiness ever deriving.’  Man lives in a fool’s paradise, and the end of all his vaunted peace and prosperity is destruction, desolation, death, and damnation.”

In spite of the sinful world in which we live, God still has purposes for each of our lives.  We live in order that God can accomplish His purposes for us and through us.  He provides us with all we need to accomplish His purposes for us.

Life’s Purpose Reclaimed: Following Adam and Eve’s sin, the people of the world have been a in a perpetual state of sin.  Because of sin, God immediately promised to send a Savior (Genesis 3:15), Who was God’s one and only Son, Jesus.  This promise continued for hundreds of years until, “when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).  The Apostle Paul wrote that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15).  Christ Himself declared, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Because of our sins, we deserved God’s wrath, but Jesus atoned for our sins by taking our sins with Him to the cross.  By Jesus’ innocent suffering and death, He opened the gate of paradise for us.  By the shedding of His own blood, He redeemed us from all sin, death, and the devil that we might once more be His own and that God’s purpose might be accomplished in our lives. [image: ]

Life’s Purpose Restored: Sin separated us from God, so God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth so that our fellowship with Him would be restored.  Because of Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross, we  have the doors of paradise reopened, which had been closed because of sin.  By God’s Holy Spirit, through His Word, we have been given faith so we are enabled to trust God’s saving grace in Jesus.  By God’s grace, we become new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).  We become dead to sin, and our lives are hidden with Christ.  Being united with Jesus, our purpose in life is accomplished.  

In his letter to the people in Corinth, the Apostle Paul tells us that our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit which we have from God so we “are not [our] own, for [we] were bought with a price.  So [we[ glorify God in [our bodies]” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  We are called to “proclaim the excellencies of Him Who called [us] out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).  God wants us to love and serve Him with our whole hearts, souls, and minds (Matthew 22:37).

The answer to “Why do I live?” or “Why do I exist?” is that we live and exist to fulfill God’s purposes.  Collectively our response should be that we live to do the will of the Father Who created us for His praise and Who redeemed us through Christ that we might forever be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.  We live not for ourselves, but for Him Who died for us and rose again (2 Corinthians 5:15).  All that we have and receive, and all that we hope to be in eternity, we owe to Him.  As Christians we look upon our lives as a sacred trust.  Our lives, talents, time, and money—everything we have belongs to God.  We are to use it all properly and profitably to accomplish God’s purpose in our lives and to help in accomplishing God’s purpose in the lives of others.



Coming Soon: Stewards Living with Purpose
 
 
Stewardship Emphasis: 
Stewards Living with Purpose
 
Starting ______ (Date) ______








Our challenge as God’s stewards is to use our time, talents, and resources faithfully for His purposes.  This stewardship emphasis, Stewards Living with Purpose, will help us understand the purposes that God gives us through His Word.

Give Glory to God
In his book The Man in the Mirror, Patrick Morley references these words from the Westminster Confession of Faith: “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.”  In the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth, he tells them (and now us) that we are to give God glory in all things and at all times.  “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  God is glorified in many of our daily activities.  We glorify God in our vocations when we work hard and do a good job in order to honor and glorify Him.  We glorify God when we place the interests of others ahead of our own.  God is glorified when we share the Gospel with others.

God says He will bring each of us to Himself.  God says, “Everyone who is called by My name, whom I created for My glory, whom I formed and made” (Isaiah 43:7) is His.  God did not create us so that we would receive glory, but rather we are to give glory to God Who gives us all things.  In the words of the Apostle Paul, “He Who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).  God Who gives us Jesus will not fail to meet our bodily needs.  “What do you have that you did not receive?  If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7).  He loves us, and He provides every day what we need to support our bodies and lives. 
[image: ]
When we realize God has created us to glorify Him, we will start to act in ways that fulfill that purpose.  Our efforts and actions to glorify the Lord will give us joy and fulfillment we can find in no other way.

Go and Make Disciples
Jesus told His disciples, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).  We are to make disciples that they, too, may give God glory.  Jesus’ last words were His command: “Make disciples.”  Focusing on Jesus’ Great Commission helps us to establish our priorities. We fix our sight on accomplishing that purpose. Note also, that we don’t accomplish this mission alone. Jesus sends us out under His authority to accomplish our purpose, and He promises, “I am with you always.”  It can truly be said that God’s work done in God’s way will never lack His blessing.
Jesus is telling us that we should have a sense of urgency.  Many people who do not know Jesus as their Lord and Savior will spend eternity separated from Him.  We don’t have time to waste.  God will give us opportunities to witness for Him, and we must make the most of these opportunities when they come our way. We should make every effort to be alert and take advantage of the opportunities that God provides.  We are His hands, feet, and mouth to the world.  God wants us to be obedient to His commission to go and make disciples.

Following God’s Plan and Purpose
Are you a planner?  Whether you plan for almost everything or make few or no plans, Scripture tells us that the only plans that will thrive are the ones connected to God.  “Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand” (Proverbs 19:21).  Studies and experiences have shown that it is wise and important for us to make plans, but God decides what will happen.  God is God, and He works all things, including our lives, according to His purposes.  Because God is in charge, what we plan and do matters.  God doesn’t want us to walk aimlessly in life.  “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).  We can choose things that will achieve higher purpose.  Our prayer is that in our planning God’s will is accomplished.  In the words of the Apostle Paul, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17).  Through faith, we trust and know that God’s purpose and plans are best for us.

[image: ]In order for our plans to be in harmony with God’s, we should spend time in God’s Word, go to Him in prayer, and seek the counsel of Christian friends and advisors.  We don’t hear God’s audible voice as some people did in the Bible, but God does speak to us through His Word.  If we feel that we are wandering aimlessly, we can ask God for wisdom and direction.  “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God Who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him” (James 1:5).  Through His Word, God gives us direction and helps us understand our purpose.  King David wrote, “I cry out to God Most High, to God Who fulfills His purpose for me” (Psalm 57:2).  David submitted to God’s will knowing that God would work for his good.  We have that same confidence because we “know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).  

With all the blessings and gifts that God has entrusted to us, we are equipped to fulfill His purpose for us.  God uses our gifts, strengths, passions, and resources to make an eternal difference in the lives of others.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can submit to God’s will knowing that He works for our good and the welfare of all people.  God will bring His purpose for us to fruition.  
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Faith Prompts Good Works
God not only wants us to hear His Words; He wants us to put them into practice.  We put them into practice by how we live and what we do.  Good works are evidence of the faith that we have.  James wrote, “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17).  Through faith, we are enabled to understand God’s will and equipped to do it.  

In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the people in Ephesus, he wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  In order that we might do those good works, God gives us the physical, mental, emotional. and spiritual tools we need to be the instruments through which He can work.  He has handcrafted us for the unique work that He has planned for each of us.  Paul states that we are God’s workmanship.  God already had the design of what He wanted for each of us before He made us.  We are created in unique and special ways for the purpose of doing good works.  

With the same power that God used in the beginning to create man from dust and later to resurrect Jesus from the dead (Ephesians 1:19-20), He raises us out of spiritual death and makes us new people—His workmanship, transformed stewards—whose works give evidence that we are new creatures.  By the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, we are brought into God’s kingdom.  We are no longer part of or in union with the world.  As new people living under the power of the Gospel, we desire to honor God and obediently do the good works He has planned for us to do.  Because Christ has redeemed us from all wickedness and purified for “Himself a people for His own possession,” we are zealous to do good works (Titus 2:14).
[image: ]
God created us to do good works, but we are not saved through good works.  Scripture tells us that we are saved by grace through faith in Christ.  “For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Just as the morning follows night, our good works follow our salvation by grace.  Good works are an important purpose for our lives as Christian stewards.  As we ask the Lord to enable us to submit to His will, He will put those good works He has prepared us to do before us.  God may not tell us in advance what good works He wants us to do, but we know these works exist and that He has equipped us to do them.  We can trust that, when we do good works, they are deeds needed to be done and that God will be pleased.
Our good works are the fruit of God’s grace working in our lives.  Our strength to do good works comes not from our own power but from Christ in us.  Through faith, we understand that the same grace that saves us also motivates and enables us to do good works.

Following Jesus’ Example
Jesus lived the perfect life in our place, and He makes our impoverished good works acceptable to our Heavenly Father.  The prophet Isaiah wrote that all “our [good works] are like a polluted garment” (Isaiah 64:6).  Only those acts done in Christ’s name and for Him through faith are God-honoring (Hebrews 11:6).  Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  Our good works, made acceptable through Jesus, give glory to our Heavenly Father.

Each and every day we are given opportunities to do good works.  Some may be as small as opening the door for someone, while others may entail spending the entire day or several days helping someone in need.  Through faith, we can be ready and willing to do the works God has prepared in advance for us to do.  

We are Accountable to God
While it is a privilege to be God’s stewards, we are held accountable for all that He entrusts to us.  “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:2).  Because He gives us His wisdom and strength to be faithful in our stewardship, we can be responsible and accountable.  “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  God expects good works from us because He has given us the capacity to do what He asks of us.  If anyone serves, he can do so with “the strength God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  To Him belong glory and dominion forever and ever” (1 Peter 4:11).  God, Who is the creator and owner of all things, honors us when He entrusts to us His priceless treasures with which to render faithful and wise service.  May God help us all hear Him say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23).

For our four-week stewardship emphasis, we will be focusing on four of the purposes that God gives to us in Scripture.
Week One: “Do All to the Glory of God” “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God”  (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Week Two: “Be My Witnesses” “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Week Three: “Serve One Another” “For you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).  

Week Four: “Be Generous in Every Way” “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11).  
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