Bulletin messages prior to emphasis

Stewards Living with Purpose

In the coming weeks, we will be offering a four-week stewardship emphasis titled Stewards Living with Purpose.  God’s purpose for us is to be in mission.  He wants us to partner with Him in His work “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  God could have converted all people or won the world on His own, but He chose to use us and invites us to join Him.  We are blessed with the privilege to be God’s instruments through which He works to share His life-saving Gospel with people we meet.  We can be focused on God’s purpose because we are  confident in His love, care and faithfulness.  When God works through us, we will experience joy and find meaning.
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WITHOUT GOD, LIFE HAS NO 

PURPOSE, AND, WITHOUT GOD, 

LIFE HAS NO MEANING.

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares 

the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil,

to give you a future and a hope.  Then you 

will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, 

and I will hear you” (Jeremiah 29:11-12). 
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GOD HAS GIVEN EACH OF US 

UNIQUE GIFTS, AND HE HAS 

CREATED US TO PLAY SPECIFIC 
ROLES IN HIS KINGDOM PLANS 

AND PURPOSES.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another, as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10).

Bulletin messages prior to emphasis
Stewards Living with Purpose

Next week, we begin our four-week stewardship emphasis, Stewards Living with Purpose.  When we as God’s stewards faithfully use our time, talents, and money for God’s purpose, He is praised and honored.  By God’s grace through Word and Sacrament, we are enabled to live God-centered rather than self-centered lives, lives that seek to please our Lord Who has created and redeemed us.  We become God’s instruments through which He works to fulfill His purpose of seeking and saving the lost (Luke 19:10).  We are His hands, feet, and mouth to reach out to all people.  The four weekly themes are as follows:

Week One:
“Do All to the Glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

Week Two:
“Be My Witnesses” (Acts 1:8)

Week Three:
“Serve One Another” (Galatians 5:13)

Week Four:
“Be Generous in Every Way” (2 Corinthians 9:11)

Bulletin messages (week 1)


                                   Stewards Living with Purpose

                            Week 1: “Do All to the Glory of God”


WHEN WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFTS 
WITH GRATITUDE AND USE THEM TO HONOR HIM, WE GIVE GOD GLORY

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 

you do, do all to the glory of God” 

(1 Corinthians 10:31).

Stewards Living with Purpose
This is the first week of our stewardship emphasis Stewards Living with Purpose.  Our theme for this week is “Do All to the Glory of God.”  “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  How devoted are we to give God the glory that He deserves?  Because God is at work within us, we have His power to live our lives in devotion to Him, and, by God’s grace in Jesus, we are enabled to live lives that glorify the Lord.  So how do we express our devotion to God?  Our devotion is seen through the time we spend in deepening our relationship with Jesus by reading and studying God’s Word, attending worship regularly, and participating in the Sacraments.  As Christians, we show our desire to give glory to Jesus through the faithful stewardship of our time, talents, and money.  We give God glory when we use our lives, gifts, and resources in service to others and to advance His kingdom.  May God keep our hearts devoted to Him and through our devotion, may He be glorified.

Bulletin messages (week 2)

                              Stewards Living with Purpose

                                          Week 2: “Be My Witnesses”

JESUS WANTS US TO WITNESS

HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE.

“But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you

will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in

all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Stewards Living with Purpose
This is the second week of our stewardship emphasis Stewards Living with Purpose.  The theme for this week is “Be My Witnesses.”  Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His apostles, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  For the three years prior to His ascension, Jesus had been preparing His apostles for the purpose of carrying on His mission.  The apostles had seen Jesus perform amazing miracles and witnessed His death and resurrection.  It would be their mission to tell those near and far about His love, grace, and mercy.  Although we are not eyewitnesses as were the apostles, we have received the Holy Spirit Who empowers us to place our trust in Jesus.  We have been given the ability and the responsibility to tell all people about the salvation that we receive through Him.
Next week, we will focus on our purpose to “Serve One Another” (Galatians 5:13).
Bulletin message (week 3)


                               Stewards Living with Purpose


                                        Week 3: “Serve One Another”


GOD EMPOWERS US TO SERVE

OTHERS AS HE SERVES US.

“For you were called to freedom, 
brothers.  Only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one 
another”  (Galatians 5:13).  
Stewards Living with Purpose

This is the third week of our stewardship emphasis Stewards Living with Purpose.  Our theme this week is “Serve One Another.”  Living a life of service is contrary to what our society promotes.   We are told that we should seek worldly praise and aspire to fame, power, and wealth.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we are freed from the grip of the world, and we seek to fulfill our purpose to serve the Lord by serving others.  We forego our self-interests and begin to live lives of Christian service.  “For you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).  Our freedom expresses itself in the form of service.  God brings us into a proper relationship with Himself so He can show us how to serve others.  Jesus continually served the hungry, handicapped, and homeless, and we are called to be imitators of Christ (Ephesians 5:1). When we commit to serving others, it is not done for our own satisfaction or to put ourselves on a pedestal.  We serve out of love for Christ and to be worthy of His calling (Ephesians 4:1).

The theme for next week is “Be Generous in Every Way.”

Bulletin message (week 4)

              Stewards Living with Purpose


                  Week 4: “Be Generous in Every Way”

WHEN WE GIVE, WE REFLECT

THE HEART OF GOD.

 “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only Son, that whoever believes

in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16).

Stewards Living with Purpose

This is the final week in our stewardship emphasis Stewards Living with Purpose.  The theme for this week is “Be Generous in Every Way” (2 Corinthians 9:11).  One of the important ways that we as God’s people show our thanksgiving to God for Who He is and what He has done for us through Jesus is in our giving.  Giving expresses our love and gratitude.  When we give, we mirror the nature of God.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son…” (John 3:16).  Giving to others and to extend God’s Church is evidence of God’s grace in our lives.  Giving is a fruit of grace.  We give because He first gave to us, and, following God’s example, by His grace we make giving to God through our churches a priority.  Without God’s grace, we are not able to give up our resources generously.  Believers are empowered by the working of the Holy Spirit to give willingly to all people, especially fellow believers who need support (Galatians 6:10).  May God help us all to “Be Generous in Every Way.”
Bulletin messages (following emphasis)
Stewards Living with Purpose
For the past four-weeks our sermon messages were focused on the theme Stewards Living with Purpose.  God has given each of us a specific role to partake in His kingdom plans and purposes.  Through faith, we understand that God is both our source of life and our purpose for living.  Our purpose is to give God glory, honor, and service.  In his book Beyond Blessed, Rev. Robert Morris wrote, “Deep genuine happiness and fulfillment stem from living our true purpose, not experiencing worldly, carnal pleasure.  If you’re fulfilling the purpose for which God created you, you can have nothing and be deliriously happy and content.  Conversely you have everything the world says you should desire, and if you’re not living out your God-given purpose, you’ll be utterly miserable.”  When we carry out God’s purposes for our live, we will find true joy and fulfillment.
