Newsletter article (three months prior to emphasis)
Stewards Living with Purpose
Starting ___ (date) ___ , we will be offering our four-week stewardship emphasis, Stewards Living with Purpose.  In the book of Psalms, King David wrote, “The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me” (Psalm 138:8).  In spite of David’s sinful life and the difficulties he had with Saul and Absalom, the Lord fulfilled His purpose for David.  Just as God had a purpose for David, so He has for us as well.  Have you given much thought to what purpose God may have for your life?  By grace, we acknowledge that we were created for God’s purpose, not ours.
One important purpose God gives His people is to care for His creation and His people.  We are given the honor to be His stewards.  Stewards care for all that God entrusts to us according to His will.  As His stewards, we understand that He is the creator and owner of all things.  When we responsibly care for the earth and provide for His people both physically and spiritually, we honor God as His stewards,

God’s Word reminds us that by nature we are sinful fallen people who are spiritually dead and unable to accomplish the purpose that God has designed us to do.  The Apostle Paul tells us that “We all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us…made us alive together with Christ…” (Ephesians 2:3-5).  The only way we can do anything to please Him and to live with a God-pleasing purpose is to be recreated by the Holy Spirit and to be converted into new people in Christ (2 Corinthians 5).
As people of faith, our purpose is not to live for ourselves but for Jesus Who “died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for Him Who for their sake died and was raised” (2 Corinthians 5:15).  In our lives as stewards, we can, with God’s help, put Him first in all things.  “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  When we serve, let us serve “by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:11).
Thomas Carlyle, an historian and author, wrote, “The man without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder—a waif, a nothing a no man.”  We need purpose in order to have meaning for our lives.  We are blessed because in Christ we have purpose for living.  May we all thank God that He has given us faith and wisdom to understand that our purpose in life is to give Him glory, honor, and service.

Newsletter article (two months prior)

Using our Abilities for God’s Purpose

In a couple of months, we will be offering our stewardship emphasis, Stewards Living with Purpose.  Through faith, we understand that we were made by God and for God.  God’s amazing love is seen in His creation and in His desire to have all people live with Him for eternity.  To fulfill His purpose, God gives us different abilities and talents in all areas of life so that we may do His work.  Not only is God the source of our abilities and talents, He gives us motivation to develop them and opportunities to use them in His service.  Whether we are given many or few abilities, we can be thankful for what we receive and use our gifts to extend His kingdom and in service to others.
God wants us to be productive people.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  God wants people to be “zealous for good works” (Titus 2:14).  He does not appreciate laziness, idleness, or fruitlessness.  He calls us to bear fruit (John 15:16), to serve (Ephesians 6:7), to give (Matthew 10:8), to love (Matthew 22:37-38), to witness (Ephesians 3:7), and to obey (John 14:23).  God seeks people through whom He can work.  Through our lips, He tells others of His life-saving Gospel; through our hands and feet, He brings love and care to those in need; and through our minds, hearts, and checkbooks, He financially supports the work of the Church


As Christians, we are called into ministry.  Through faith, we become more than just spectators.  We are God’s representatives who are called to serve, just as our Master, Jesus, ministered to the people of His time.  “For I have given you an example that you also should do as I have done for you” (John 13:15).  Our ministries take place wherever we are.  Rev. Robert Morris in his book Beyond Blessed wrote, “I believe the Bible calls us to live our life on mission.  Living on mission means that we don’t focus on ourselves and our desires but on what God is doing in the world and how we can partner with His work.”  
As God’s people, we are to use what we’ve been given in service for the Lord and to bring glory to Him.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to resist the temptation to use our time, abilities, and money for our own purposes.  The Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament enables us to use all of our blessings according to God’s plan and for His glory.  We are not given the same or equal abilities or opportunities.  We are called only to serve our Lord as He equips and enables us.

Newsletter article

Coming Soon: Stewards Living with Purpose
Our stewardship theme for this year is Stewards Living with Purpose.  God gives us the wisdom and faith to understand that He is our source and purpose for living.  Our stewardship emphasis will help each of us answer the question: “What are you doing with the gifts, abilities, energy, relationships, and resources that God has entrusted to you?”  The real issue of stewardship is whether we are managing our blessings and possessions as though they are ours or as though they are God’s.  The pattern of our lives is shaped by the decisions we make. Satan deceives us into believing that we own what we have and that we need to depend upon our own abilities and resources to meet our needs.  God wants us to depend on Him and to serve only Him.

In our four-week emphasis, we will focus each week on one of His purposes for us.

Week One: “Do All to the Glory of God”  “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  In all we do, we should strive to give God the glory that He deserves.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can live lives that seek to please and honor the Lord.  As people of faith, our purpose is not to live for ourselves but for Jesus.
Week Two: “Be My Witnesses” “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  We have a story to tell of Jesus and His love, because Jesus told us, “You will be My witnesses.”  The word “will” is not a command, but indicates what we will do because of what God has done for us by the mercy of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Our sins have been washed away by Jesus’ blood.  We are witnesses of our regeneration and new birth in Jesus by the Holy Spirit.  We are to tell of how God has given us new life and purpose
Week Three: “Serve One Another” “For you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).  By nature, we are selfish, self-centered people who want to do what we desire without interest in serving others.  By God’s grace, we, as redeemed children of God, want to show our gratitude to God for Who He is and what He has done for us through Jesus by serving others.  

Week Four: “Be Generous in Every Way” “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11).  The Apostle Paul tells us that God will bless us in every way so we can be generous.  God will give us both the resources to give and new hearts that desire to give.  Through our giving, the recipients of our gifts will thank us for giving, and they will also thank God for giving us loving and giving hearts that make our gifts possible.
May God help us all use our lives and blessings to fulfill the purpose that He has for each of us.
