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GREAT COMPASSION

continued on page 2

The Luke Clinic Serves 
Afghan Refugees

Photo by Elisa Schulz/Michigan District, LCMS

In February, The Luke Clinic in Detroit 
opened its doors to serve a group of Afghan 

refugee families by giving them free prenatal 
and baby care. Penny Armbruster, the clinic’s 
executive director describes the surprise of 
being told, three days before clinic, that they 
were going to have 35 patients instead of 10. 
One of the biggest challenges was that they 
didn’t have enough translators.
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there to make a difference and to do something. 
They’re not motivated by faith, but actually that’s 
a group that I see as a huge opportunity for us 
to come alongside and witness to. So, I was very 
excited to get 20 new volunteers who really kept 
saying, ‘I just didn’t think the church was like this. 
I didn’t think this is what it meant to be a Christian. 
If this was church, I’d want to be a part of it.’ So 
that excites me too.”

An interview with Armbruster can be found 
on the Michigan District’s Innovative Missional 
Ministry Podcast (michigandistrict.org/podcast) 
as well as a video of the conversation (YouTube.
com/michiganLCMS).

The Luke Clinic is supported in part by the 
Innovative Missional Ministry initiative of 
the Here We Stand Campaign (herewestand.
michigandistrict.org). 

If you would like to help The Luke Clinic as a 
volunteer, visit michigandistrict.org/volunteer.

“ God just put people in 
place for us to make this 
clinic happen ... It was just a 
complete joy to serve them.”

continued from page 1

Armbruster shares, “I had provided three 
translators for 10 patients, but in fact we had three 
translators for 35 patients. So, it was really just 
God’s provision that in the first wave of families 
that came there was a gentleman who was an 
Afghan national who had been working for the US 
army translating for them, so he had incredible 
translation skills.”

The number of volunteers that came to work 
that day was incredible and included 20 people 
who had never been at The Luke Clinic before. 
Armbruster says, “God just put people in place 
for us to make this clinic happen. It was a coming 
together of many hospitals. We had people from 
Beaumont, from Henry Ford, from the University 
of Michigan. We had student nurses from U of M, 
Wayne State, and Concordia University. It was 
just a coming together of so many people. And it 
was probably one of the proudest days in my life.”

When asked about memorable moments of 
the day, Armbruster recalled how, despite the 
language barrier, providers and patients found 
their common humanity—being mothers, being 
proud of their children, and smiling even through 
masks. She says, “It was just a complete joy to 
serve them.”

Armbruster wasn’t sure exactly how many 
patients they served because the day was such 
a blur: “I think it was probably between 30 and 
35, but what you have to understand is for us, 
every woman who comes in gets orientation, 
gets the lab done, gets an ultrasound, gets to 
see a doctor, and goes to see the pharmacist. So, 
each one of those women is representative of five 
separate appointments. So, you know, that’s 150 
appointments that took place between nine o’clock 
in the morning and 4:30 in the afternoon.”

Now that those patients are in the system, they 
are going to be added to the regular clinic on 
Thursdays. Armbruster adds: “Now that does 
significantly increase the needs in Detroit for 
volunteers. But we had 20 volunteers that had 
never volunteered with us before, all of whom 
signed up to continue to volunteer. They were so 
excited by what they saw happening. And obviously 
to the staff, we are very transparent about our 
faith, how our faith affects what we do. Pastor 
Scott {Sommerfeld} leads with devotions, we pray, 
and I call them the NPR participants. They’re 
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Page 1 - Provider and patient listen to a U of M translator who is 
helping them via phone.
Page 3  
#1 Penny Armbruster (L) leads an orientation meeting for volunteers 
before clinic in the sanctuary of Family of God, Detroit. On the right 
side are medical staff; on the left, admins and translators
#2 An Afghani patient gets checked for weight and height as another 
waits for her turn
#3 A  volunteer doula takes a measurement of an infant’s head.
#4 A mother and child.
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Hands of Mercy
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Joy and sorrow are never sepa-
rated in the red soil line of South Sudan 
... one enters a simple world to see the 
transformative power of God ...“ rated in the red soil line of South Sudan “ rated in the red soil line of South Sudan 
... one enters a simple world to see the “ ... one enters a simple world to see the 
transformative power of God ...“ transformative power of God ...”transformative power of God ...”transformative power of God ...

Hands of Mercy South Sudan (HOM) began as 
the internship project of Deaconess Patricia 

Nuff er in partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in South Sudan (ELCS) to reach people with 
disabilities. HOM has two goals: bringing the tangible 
love of Jesus Christ and marketable skills training. 

HOM operated out of a hut donated by the ELCS/
SS and now the compound includes a school building 
with classrooms for special needs children, a shop, 
storeroom, offi  ce, deaconess training center, and a 
home for two people with disabilities. 

Self-sustainability has always been a priority 
with HOM. Early eff orts were directed toward the 
development of craft, jewelry, and clothing for sale. 
Solar recharging was added as well as solar drying of 
local fruit. A small bakery was built to sell bread to 
the community. Goats are raised to sell, and a poultry 
business raises chickens for egg production and sale—
all with mixed success.

Local visits to the Center in South Sudan are made 
once a year for a month at a time. Th e training center 
for people with disabilities is growing stronger, thanks 
to support from LWMLs across the state. HOM pays 
a local salary for a local manager, a special needs 
teacher, cook, shop keeper, and watchman.

Armed with seven fi fty-pound suitcases, a pediatric 
wheelchair, carry-on, tuna-fi sh packets, tea, and trail 
mix, Deaconess Pat Nuff er from Williamsburg, Mich. 
took off  for South Sudan for the month of February. 
She made a quick stop in Uganda to take supplies to 
two schools for children with disabilities. Dcs. Nuff er 
then went on to Yambio in South Sudan where she 
writes, “Joy and sorrow are never separated in the red 
soil line of South Sudan ... one enters a simple world 
to see the transformative power of God, uncluttered by 
the siren sound of our modern life—yet raw in its need 
for HOM to come alongside.”

During her month-long stay, Dcs. Nuff er was able 
to distribute hygiene kits—made by many LWML 
women—in the villages, churches, and schools. She 
wrote and hosted a VBS for children, oversaw HOM 
people’s preferred business startups of selling rice, 
beans, and sugar, and helped them develop a new profi t-
sharing plan. In this plan, the staff  was restructured, and 
a new local director of fi nances was introduced. Profi t-
sharing will be accomplished by providing ‘capital’ for 
each member’s own business. While she was there, the 
fi rst distribution was made to four recipients: two basins 
of rice and beans, cooking oil, sugar, measuring cups, 
blue soap, and clear plastic bags. 

It takes one about a week to adjust to living on 
African time. Dcs. Nuff er shares, “Time is a gift we are 
given—equally, daily—and with free choices we make 
in using it. May we, as Christians, realize ‘the fi elds 
are ripe, the harvest is plentiful,’ and the journey—like 
going to South Sudan—is so worth the ride on any kind 
of time.”

Hands of Mercy is affi  liated with the ELCS 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Sudan); an 
NGO (non-governmental organization) with the 
government of South Sudan; and led by two LCMS 
rostered deaconesses. For more information, visit 
handsofmercymission.org or contact Dcs. Nuff er at 
patnuff er@handsofmercymission.org.

Pictured left: A new wheelchair was brought from Michigan Orphan 
Grain Train for this little guy to replace his unusable one from several 
years ago. Goodwin received the new wheelchair and is read Bible 
stories. 

Pictured above: Shopkeeper Simon, with his ever-present smile, was 
given a new 2022 HOM shirt and was sitting rather than crawling on 
his knees, using his good hands to weave straw hats. 
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HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

© Rob Birkbeck/Lightstock, LLC

People of Hope
by J. Derek Riddle

Several years ago, at the 
beginning of each calendar 

year I began choosing a focus 
for our congregation for the year 
ahead. I generally haven’t spent a 
tremendous amount of time trying 
to come up with the perfect idea or 
the perfect wording. I have simply 
tried to latch onto something we’ve 
spent some time talking about or 
wrestling with as a congregation, or 
something I felt at the time ought to 
receive greater emphasis. And then 
that focus statement, along with our 
mission and vision statements, gets 
reproduced at the beginning of our 
printed worship folder throughout 
the year, as well as in my printed 
reports to our Board of Elders, our 
Church Council, and our Voters.

Some years more than others, I 

have made a point of talking specifically about the focus I’ve chosen for the 
year. Each year, however, I have been amazed at some of the ways in which 
the focus statement I’ve adopted, to which I always feel the Lord has finally 
led me, does wind up connecting with at least some aspect of what we’ve 
done as a congregation during the year. I never know quite what to expect, 
but I’ve yet to be disappointed.

At the beginning of 2021, as we were moving into the second year of 
dealing with the Coronavirus pandemic, and as we, like probably most other 
congregations across the District, were seeing many potential reasons to feel 
discouraged as a congregation, I chose the following as our focus for the year: 
“Sharing Our Hope in Christ.” I wanted to be intentional about finding ways 
to emphasize the reasons we have to be hopeful as followers of Christ, and I 
also wanted to be more intentional about finding ways for all of us—myself 
included—to work at getting better at sharing our hope in Christ with others.

A Wall of Hope
At the end of 2021, as I was beginning to plan for the Advent season, I ran 

across a suggestion in Creative Worship that caught my eye. The gist of the 
idea was to invite members to share their stories of hope during the Advent 
season and then to create a “Wall of Hope” in the church, where those 
stories could be shared with the entire congregation. So, I decided to ask 
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our members to consider sharing their “stories of hope” 
and to see what happened. The initial idea was to do so 
in anticipation of singing the words “the hopes and fears 
of all the years are met in thee tonight,” in the hymn O 
Little Town of Bethlehem, on Christmas Eve. The more 
stories of hope that were shared, I reasoned, the more we 
would be able as a congregation to connect those words, 
as we sang them together, to our own personal hopes.

I won’t say that the response blew me away, but I 
was pleasantly surprised. I placed blank sheets of paper 
in the narthex, taking advantage of the opportunity to 
highlight our District’s vision statement in the process 
(see below). I also invited members and friends to 
share their stories with me via email, text message, or 
personal message. During the weeks that followed, 
even into the new year, the stories gradually trickled in 
in many different ways. Most of them, I added to our 
“Wall of Hope.” Occasionally, however, as I scanned 
the collection of stories, I would notice that someone 
had brought in their story and posted it themselves.

Not every story shared was profound, I suppose, but 
each individual story represented the way in which 
hope has been experienced—or maybe even has been 
something of a struggle—in the life of one of our 
members or member families. Early in the Advent 
season, for example, one of our members admitted to me 
that they were legitimately trying, but they were having 
some trouble identifying reasons to feel hopeful. Before 
too long, however, even they had added their own hope 
story to our wall.

As we entered the new year, I told our congregation 
that I would plan to leave up our “Wall of Hope” through 
the end of the Epiphany season. Not too many new 
stories have been added during the weeks of Epiphany, 
but on occasion I will still notice someone standing in 
the narthex and reading the stories that are there. As we 
prepared to leave the Epiphany season, I will admit that 
I found myself feeling a little saddened at the prospect of 
taking our hope stories down.

Focus
Why am I sharing this story? Not because our 

congregation is unique or particularly special. Any one of 
our Michigan District congregations could have done the 
same thing, and maybe some did. I am also not sharing this 
story because this effort was extraordinarily successful; I 
repeatedly reminded our members that we still had plenty 
of room left on our wall for more stories. I am sharing this 
story because we are, in fact, people of hope, both here in 
Michigan and as followers of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Much like in 2021, in 2022 we are surrounded by many 
potential reasons to feel discouraged and hopeless. If 
we so desire, we can place our focus there, and no one 
will blame us. However, even though I can admit that 
sometimes I struggle to practice it myself, I prefer the 
idea of focusing our attention on the many reasons we 
have as Christians to be hopeful. Fewer people may be 
in church these days, and some aspects of church life 
and ministry may look a little bit different than that to 
which we are accustomed, but God is still graciously at 
work in the lives of His people. As I reflect on the real 
stories of real hope our members recently shared, for 
that I am especially grateful—and hope-filled!

Rev. J. Derek Riddle serves at Peace, Rogers City and 
the Michigan District Board of Directors, North and 
East Region.

How is your congregation sharing the hope we have in 
Jesus? We’d love to hear about it. Submit your story to 
michigandistict.org/storybucket today!

The Vision Statement of the Michigan District, LCMS:
Our congregations are filled to overflowing with people of HOPE! Our living hope, indeed our joyful and 
confident life and witness to the world, comes from the transforming power of the Gospel and the 
resurrected Christ who has graced us with an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven 
for ALL who believe in Him as Savior and Lord (1 Peter 1:4). This living hope inspires our dependence on, 
devotion to, and commitment to the Word of God, worship, prayer, and each other, and moves us to take the 
love of Christ to our family, friends, neighbors, community and the world in word and deed.
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You surely know this iconic U.S. 
Army recruiting poster originally 
painted over 100 years ago by 
James Montgomery Flagg. Now, 
like Uncle Sam calling on Americans 
to serve in our national defense, 
Church Extension Fund is looking 
for a few good men and women 
to volunteer to become trusted 
CEF Representatives in your 
congregations.

Yes, WE WANT YOU—not only to 
learn about CEF but also to share in 
our fun! When you chat with current 
CEF Reps, you’ll continually hear 
these kinds of comments:

“CEF helped my church get a great 
rate on our mortgage.”

 “What a blessing that CEF is 
o�ering this grant to help our 
ministry meet these needs!”

“Can you believe that CEF is paying 
us back to have a loan with them?”

“I love informing my congregation 
about how CEF supports our 
ministry.”

“The CEF o�ce’s sta� is so easy and 
helpful to work with.”

“I wish I could represent CEF forever!”

2022

WE WANT

YOU
to Represent 
CEF in Your 

Congregation, 
So All May 

Find Blessings

FOCUSED on
funding the needs of
Michigan District congregations

Rewards of Your Service
Church Extension Fund aims to 
have at least one CEF Rep in every 
congregation in the Michigan 
District. “We can’t do it without you,” 
says Bill Burmeister, CEF’s Director 
of Congregational Services. Why 
consider volunteering to be a CEF 
Rep? Bill cites these main reasons:

First, “Being a CEF Rep is a great 
way to serve in your church and 
partner with CEF in continuing to 
help Build the Kingdom here 
in Michigan.”

Second, “Being a CEF Rep brings 
personal rewards. Some CEF Reps 
have enjoyed the experience so 
much they’ve served in the role for 
over 30 years.” As Bill notes: “CEF 
Reps interact with friends, share 
important information, and attend 
our annual Fall Conference—where, 
by the way, CEF pays for all the 
fun. You’ll enjoy a free room, free 
meals, and dynamic guest speakers, 
and you’ll rub elbows with fellow 
Lutherans.” The conference, says 
Bill, concludes each year with a 
remarkable worship service. “It’s 
awesome,” Bill says. “We’ll send you 
home inspired.” 

Third, “as a CEF Rep, you’ll help 
ensure that your congregation can 
take advantage of our generous 
grant programs,” says Bill. “We’ve 
granted more than $16 million over 
the years, yet many churches and 
schools have missed out. Don’t let 
that be your ministry!” 

Fourth on Bill’s list: “CEF pays back 
congregations who borrow and 
invest with us. Does your church 

know about this? It’s our Investment 
Rebate Program. As a CEF Rep,
you’ll update your congregation on 
all the ways we can help you.”

A Wonderful Weekend
CEF’s Fall Conference for 2022 
will be held September 23-25 
at the Auburn Hills Marriott. 
WE WANT YOU to join us for a 
wonderful weekend of fun, food, 
entertainment, and enlightenment. 
All CEF Reps are invited—including 
those just now coming aboard.

“This year,” says Bill Burmeister, “we’ll 
o�er special prizes for CEF Reps 
who attend. CEF will be holding two 
special drawings where you and your 
church can win cash prizes!” 

Bill adds: “Our new CEF Reps—
meaning all who’ve volunteered 
to serve since October 2021—will 
be eligible to win the grand prize 
of $5,000!”

To Help Drive Our Mission
For 121 years, Church Extension 
Fund has provided Michigan’s 
Lutherans with investment 
opportunities delivering competitive 
rates of return. CEF has, in turn, 
used your investments to help fund 
loans to Lutheran churches, schools, 
and ministries. Over the years, 
we’ve loaned over $570 million to 
ministries in need across our state.

Now we invite you to help CEF 
continue providing resources 
for Lutheran ministries and its 
members. WE WANT YOU to 
experience the joys and rewards 
of serving as a CEF Rep! 

Bill Burmeister can tell you more. 
Or contact Andy Sohn, CEF’s 
Vice President of Marketing and 
Relations. Call us at 800-242-3944 
or email cef@mi-cef.org. 

MAY

We are looking to add Reps to our ministry throughout the Michigan District. CEF Reps help build the partnership 
between congregations, investors and CEF. They encourage stewardship that will benefit both individual church members 
and the congregation overall.

“CEF pays back 
congregations who borrow 

and invest with us. Does 
your church know this? As 

a CEF Rep, you’ll update 
your congregation on all 

the ways we can help you.”

Bill Burmeister
Director of Congregational Services

Church Extension Fund

Pictured above is CEF’s 37th Annual Fall Conference—on September 24-26, 
2021 in Auburn Hills. The Fall Conference is free for all Reps. The goal of each 
conference is to send our Reps home feeling inspired!
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learn about CEF but also to share in 
our fun! When you chat with current 
CEF Reps, you’ll continually hear 
these kinds of comments:

“CEF helped my church get a great 
rate on our mortgage.”

 “What a blessing that CEF is 
o�ering this grant to help our 
ministry meet these needs!”

“Can you believe that CEF is paying 
us back to have a loan with them?”

“I love informing my congregation 
about how CEF supports our 
ministry.”

“The CEF o�ce’s sta� is so easy and 
helpful to work with.”

“I wish I could represent CEF forever!”

2022

WE WANT

YOU
to Represent 
CEF in Your 

Congregation, 
So All May 

Find Blessings

FOCUSED on
funding the needs of
Michigan District congregations

Rewards of Your Service
Church Extension Fund aims to 
have at least one CEF Rep in every 
congregation in the Michigan 
District. “We can’t do it without you,” 
says Bill Burmeister, CEF’s Director 
of Congregational Services. Why 
consider volunteering to be a CEF 
Rep? Bill cites these main reasons:

First, “Being a CEF Rep is a great 
way to serve in your church and 
partner with CEF in continuing to 
help Build the Kingdom here 
in Michigan.”

Second, “Being a CEF Rep brings 
personal rewards. Some CEF Reps 
have enjoyed the experience so 
much they’ve served in the role for 
over 30 years.” As Bill notes: “CEF 
Reps interact with friends, share 
important information, and attend 
our annual Fall Conference—where, 
by the way, CEF pays for all the 
fun. You’ll enjoy a free room, free 
meals, and dynamic guest speakers, 
and you’ll rub elbows with fellow 
Lutherans.” The conference, says 
Bill, concludes each year with a 
remarkable worship service. “It’s 
awesome,” Bill says. “We’ll send you 
home inspired.” 

Third, “as a CEF Rep, you’ll help 
ensure that your congregation can 
take advantage of our generous 
grant programs,” says Bill. “We’ve 
granted more than $16 million over 
the years, yet many churches and 
schools have missed out. Don’t let 
that be your ministry!” 

Fourth on Bill’s list: “CEF pays back 
congregations who borrow and 
invest with us. Does your church 

know about this? It’s our Investment 
Rebate Program. As a CEF Rep,
you’ll update your congregation on 
all the ways we can help you.”

A Wonderful Weekend
CEF’s Fall Conference for 2022 
will be held September 23-25 
at the Auburn Hills Marriott. 
WE WANT YOU to join us for a 
wonderful weekend of fun, food, 
entertainment, and enlightenment. 
All CEF Reps are invited—including 
those just now coming aboard.

“This year,” says Bill Burmeister, “we’ll 
o�er special prizes for CEF Reps 
who attend. CEF will be holding two 
special drawings where you and your 
church can win cash prizes!” 

Bill adds: “Our new CEF Reps—
meaning all who’ve volunteered 
to serve since October 2021—will 
be eligible to win the grand prize 
of $5,000!”

To Help Drive Our Mission
For 121 years, Church Extension 
Fund has provided Michigan’s 
Lutherans with investment 
opportunities delivering competitive 
rates of return. CEF has, in turn, 
used your investments to help fund 
loans to Lutheran churches, schools, 
and ministries. Over the years, 
we’ve loaned over $570 million to 
ministries in need across our state.

Now we invite you to help CEF 
continue providing resources 
for Lutheran ministries and its 
members. WE WANT YOU to 
experience the joys and rewards 
of serving as a CEF Rep! 

Bill Burmeister can tell you more. 
Or contact Andy Sohn, CEF’s 
Vice President of Marketing and 
Relations. Call us at 800-242-3944 
or email cef@mi-cef.org. 

MAY

We are looking to add Reps to our ministry throughout the Michigan District. CEF Reps help build the partnership 
between congregations, investors and CEF. They encourage stewardship that will benefit both individual church members 
and the congregation overall.

“CEF pays back 
congregations who borrow 

and invest with us. Does 
your church know this? As 

a CEF Rep, you’ll update 
your congregation on all 

the ways we can help you.”

Bill Burmeister
Director of Congregational Services

Church Extension Fund

Pictured above is CEF’s 37th Annual Fall Conference—on September 24-26, 
2021 in Auburn Hills. The Fall Conference is free for all Reps. The goal of each 
conference is to send our Reps home feeling inspired!

CEF_Spotlight_May22_V2-2.indd   All Pages 3/15/22   10:33 AM
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sometimes fi guratively 
as well. Th e Bible 
study walks the reader 
through the story of 
the prodigal son and 
shows what faith looks 
like on both sides of the 
prison door. It explains 
the consequences of sin, the beauty of grace, and the power 
of committing to spiritual growth. Th is Bible study can 
be downloaded for free or purchased for a small price. If 
purchased, LHM can send a copy directly to a prisoner if 
you provide LHM with the mailing information.
2. Behind Bars I and II: Called to the Incarcerated - 
lhm.org/learn

LHM Learn has two courses designed to support 
family, friends and volunteers who feel a call to love and 
serve someone who is incarcerated. Behind Bars I helps 
individuals move beyond common barriers to respond to the 
call to reach out to those in prison. Behind Bars II teaches 
how to better serve incarcerated friends and loved ones.

LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE
Lutheran Hour Ministries Prison Ministry Outreach

Today in the United States there are over 2 million men 
and women in prisons or jails. Th ese men and women 
come from all backgrounds and circumstances. Some have 
grown up as Christians, some in other religions, and still 
others have no knowledge of faith at all.

LCMS pastors, lay people, and chaplains care for these 
prisoners around the country in various ways. Some 
support a personal family member or friend, sharing the 
love of Jesus throughout the time they are incarcerated. 
Others volunteer in prison ministry, visiting friends and 
strangers alike. Still others participate in prison ministry 
as their full-time work. Each and every act of witness and 
support to an incarcerated person fulfi lls Jesus’ words in 
Matthew 25, “I was in prison and you visited me.”

Lutheran Hour Ministries wants to provide support to 
those who are incarcerated and those who participate in 
prison ministry in any way. LHM has two resources to help.
1. The Journey Home Bible Study - lhm.org/
journeyhome

Th e Journey Home Bible Study was designed for 
individuals who are incarcerated, most often literally, but 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
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Transforming Spirits, Stories, and Cities
A2E Initiative

Annual Children’s Summer Camp Appeal
Spring, 2022

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs to the Kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14 ESV).

I’m so thankful to announce that our Acts 2 Enterprise 
(A2E) Summer Camps/VBS programs are returning this 
year. Following two consecutive years of postponements 
due to the pandemic, these vital camps will be returning in 
three urban locations during the months of June and July.

God has again allowed us to be able to provide these 
wonderful opportunities for the children who will be 
attending, as each will not only learn several new skills 
through the sports components or activities of the camps, but 
they will also have time each day to learn about Jesus. 

As these camps have taken place over the years, beginning 
with the very fi rst one started by Pastor Christopher 
Bodley on Detroit’s east side, the number 
of attending children from multiple urban 
locations in Michigan has easily surpassed 
one thousand children. It’s impossible to 
know the exact number because it literally 
changes each day of the camps. Children 
who come on Monday invite new friends 
to the camp on Tuesday. Then, these 
new children bring their friends later 
in the week. One of the joys of the 
camps is watching the numbers grow 
throughout the week. 

Why does this happen? Because the 
children who come leave the camps 
each day with an excitement they want to 
share with their friends. They are excited 
about having opportunities to participate 
in 5-6 diff erent sports/activities throughout 
the week; about making new friends, getting 
a new t-shirt, and having good food, snacks, 
and refreshments; but most importantly, they are 
excited about learning that Jesus loves them, and He 
will be with them through every step of their lives. 

In some cases, the excitement of the children carries over 
to their families who get involved by coming to the camps 
or even going to church with their children after the camps 
conclude. It is for these reasons that there have been eight 
A2E Summer Camps/VBS programs over the years. 

Camps will be held in Detroit (east side) from June 20–24 

Michigan District
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

3773 Geddes Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105-3098
Phone: 734.665.3791 | Toll Free: 888.225.2111 | Fax: 734.665.0255 | michigandistrict.org | facebook.com/milcms | twitter.com/milcms

People of Hope ... Vigorously Making Known the Love of Christ
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under the leadership of Pastor Bodley of Bethany, Detroit. During this same week, another 
camp will take place on the west side of the state. This camp will be hosted by The Vine 
Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids, under the leadership of Pastor James Richter.* The third 
and fi nal camp scheduled for this summer will take place July 18–22 at St. Paul Community 
Lutheran Church in Pontiac, under the leadership of Pastor Christopher Jung.

Before the 2-year hiatus caused by the pandemic, the A2E Camps have always received 
substantial fi nancial gifts from hundreds of supporters who wanted to see children in our 
urban areas attend a camp such as the ones we provide. Donors have aways provided 
suffi  cient funding to allow every attending child (ages 5–17) to attend a camp at absolutely 
no cost to them. This is extremely important as most attending children’s families do not have 
the funds needed to pay their cost to attend. Our prayer is we will again be able to fund the 
attendance of every child at zero cost to them.

The cost to sponsor one child is $55. Two children is $110. $550 sponsors ten children; and 
$1,100 sponsors twenty. This sponsorship level has remained the same every year the Summer Camps/VBS programs 
have taken place. 

Please prayerfully consider sponsoring as many children as you are able, 
and in doing so, help the pastors I mentioned earlier make a diff erence 
in the lives of hundreds of children this summer, and in some cases, an 
eternal diff erence for them and their families. 

Please kindly respond soon and generously on the remittance form below or 
online at michigandistrict.org/springappeal.  

Thank you again for your prayerful consideration and generous response 
as you help to make our 2022 camp programs a reality for many children. 
Please know you are a wonderful blessing to those who will attend a camp 
because you care. Thank you for helping to make the words of Mark 10:14 

ring true in the lives of many children this 
summer. 

In shared service and love for those who are the least among us,

Rev. Dr. David P. E. Maier, President
Michigan District, LCMS

As Summer Camp/VBS gifts are received, if the A2E ministry is blessed to receive more 
sponsorships than needed to sponsor every child, any funds exceeding that need will go 
toward the general support of the A2E urban ministries.

Yes, President Maier, I would like to support the A2E Summer Camp Ministry through the HWS Campaign!!
Name_________________________________________________

Street Address__________________________________________

City________________________ State_______ Zip____________

Phone________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________

My gift of $___________ is enclosed.

Attn: Development Department 
Michigan District, LCMS
3773 Geddes Rd
Ann Arbor, MI  48105

Donate online at michigandistrict.org/springappeal or 
please make checks payable to Michigan District, LCMS 
and send to:

*The Vine Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids will provide a new and creative version of our A2E Summer 
Camps. They are planning a unique experience for their campers by using outreach tools from “Kid Min 
Science.” This program teaches the Gospel through captivating experiments and helps students grow in 
their understanding of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) fi elds. Their camp will kick-off  
with “The Amazing Chemistry Show,” a one-hour show that tells the Gospel story.
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News and Events

Special Friends Camp Registration Open
Th e Special Friends Camp (SFC) has been held each 

summer at Camp Copneconic in Fenton for over 27 years. 
Our Special Friends are adult individuals (age 18 and older) 
with cognitive disabilities. Special Friends, each with their 
own unique sets of abilities and challenges, travel across 
the state to attend Special Friends summer camp.

Camp’s Mission is to 1) Share about our most special 
friend, Jesus; 2) Provide experiences to participants 
outside of their normal schedules; and 3) Give caregivers 
a break from daily responsibilities. 

Registration is now open for new campers. Th e cost for 
5 days and nights at camp is $375/person and includes all 
meals, housing, and activities. To get started, one must 
complete an online application form (michigandistrict.
org/specialfriendscamp) to be contacted by a member of 
the Special Friends team. Participants must go through 
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this simple screening process to ensure the event will be a 
good fi t. SFC will take place August 1–5, 2022

Registration for this event is limited, so be sure to apply 
early to secure a space.

Registration is open for The 
Lutheran Adult Gathering

Th e Michigan District 
Lutheran Adult Gathering 
(LAG) is a weekend that off ers a 
world-class getaway including 
worship, study, and relaxation. 
LAG guests enjoy unforgettable 

views, incredible food, well-known speakers, great 
entertainment, and multiple worship and devotional 
opportunities. It’s a weekend to recharge, slow down, 
and enjoy time with brothers and sisters in Christ. It’s 
an experience that combines the church gatherings of 
our youth with the ambiance that only the Grand Hotel 
can provide.

Th e next LAG will take place October 14–16, 2022 
and will center on the theme In His Presence Th rough 
All Generations. Th e theme is based on Psalm 90:1, 
which reads: “Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
throughout all generations.” Indeed, we will gather 
in God’s presence that weekend, thanking Him for His 
faithfulness and looking at ways we can be proactive as 
an inter-generational movement for Jesus and the Gospel.

For more information and to register, visit 
michigandisrict.org/lag22.

Church Interpreter Training Academy
Ephphatha Lutheran Mission Society for the Deaf 

is sponsoring a training academy, July 7–10, 2022, at 
Concordia Th eological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Students will receive training in religious signs, ASL 
linguistics, interpreting Scripture, worship, church music, 
and Deaf culture. All skill levels are welcome.

To register, visit ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events/, call 
616.634.1100, or send an email to citaelms@protonmail.
com. For more information on the training, please 
contact Rev. Tom Dunseth at twdunseth@gmail.com or 
616.634.1100.

Ephphatha Lutheran Mission Society is a Recognized 
Service Organization of the Michigan District, LCMS 
whose purpose is to establish Lutheran Mission Outreach 
to the Deaf community and to raise funds in support of 
these goals. Th eir vision is to see the lives of Deaf people 
transformed and impacted through God’s Word.

To learn more about Deaf Ministry in the Michigan 
District, visit michigandistrict.org/deafministry.
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CONVENTION NEWS

IMPORTANT DATES

May 14, 2022  Floor Committee Meetings
    June 26–28, 2022       Michigan District Convention

michigandistrict.org/convention

Convention Offering and Ingathering for The Flint Mission Network

Photo courtesy of Rev. Mark 
Brandt

Th e Flint Mission Network (FMN) is a community 
of like-minded Christians who desire to enact systemic 
change within our community.

Being tasked to love God and serve our neighbors, it is 
the hope of FMN that through compassionate care, skill-
developing programming, and Gospel-centered teaching 
we might empower our neighbors to, together as one 
body in Christ, loose the chains of cyclical poverty within 
our communities.

It is the goal of FMN ministries to proclaim the Gospel, 
empower neighbors, and lift one another up.

Under the leadership of Rev. Christian Jones, Michigan 
District Missionary at Large, FMN accomplishes these 
goals by off ering compassionate care, skill-developing 
programs, and Gospel-centered teaching through the 
Franklin Avenue Mission, York Avenue Mission, Mercy 
House, and Th e Luke Clinic.

On the East side of fl int, the Franklin Avenue Mission 
(FAM) provides well-balanced meals twice a week, 
giving neighbors the ability to gather as a community 
and share life together. FAM also provides a custodial 
program for those struggling with employment to learn 
new skills and assist them in applying for long-term 
employment. Hygiene needs distribution, a weekly Bible 
Study, and Belong, a 6-month journey through Luther’s 
Small Catechism are also part of the mission’s program. 
Plans for a laundromat and daycare are currently in the 
works.

Mercy House is a life-changing experience for single 
mothers and their families.  FAM and Wellspring partner 
to bring about this safe haven for the homeless. Mercy 
House is long-term transitional housing ministry, 
aimed at equipping mothers with the skills they need to 
physically care and fi nancially provide for their families 
in healthy, sustainable ways.

Most recently, Th e Luke Clinic branched from Detroit 
into Flint. Th e Luke Clinic brings high quality medical 

care to under-resourced expectant mothers and newborns. 
It operates out of FAM on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 
each month.

On the North side of Flint, York Avenue Mission, 
operating out of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Flint, has 
been a beacon of hope for almost 100 years and recently 
came under the umbrella of the Flint Mission Network. 
Currently, worship services are off ered on Sunday 
mornings and a food pantry on Th ursdays.

Volunteers are critical to the ministry of Flint Mission 
Network. More information and ways to get involved can 
be found at fl intmissionnetwork.org.

In support of the Michigan District Critical Targets, 
specifi cally Great Compassion Ministry, the Michigan 
District Convention has partnered with the Flint Mission 
Network (FAM – Franklin Avenue Mission/YAM – 
York Avenue Mission/Mercy House/Th e Luke Clinic) 
through the Opening Worship off ering. A wish list for 
the ingathering at Convention and an online monetary 
donation form can be found at michigandistrict.org/
convention/convention-ingathering.  
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Interest rate is fixed for the term of note. Rate is 
reviewed and may adjust monthly. Applies to 
new or existing dollars. New and maturing IRAs 
only. Early Termination Penalty will apply. Multiple 
accounts are subject to a minimum investment of 
$100,000 with a maximum aggregate investment 
of $500,000. The information provided here is not 
an o�er to sell or a solicitation of an o�er to buy 
CEF securities. The o�ering of CEF securities is 
made solely by our O�ering Circular. CEF will 
o�er and sell our securities only in states where 
authorized. The securities are subject to certain risk 
factors as described in our O�ering Circular. CEF 
investments are not insured by the FDIC, SIPC, or 
any other governmental agency.

Learn more! 

Call: 800-242-3944
Email: cef@mi-cef.org
Visit: www.mi-cef.org

 A GREAT WAY TO

GROW
 YOUR ENDOWMENT FUND!

Get a 5-Year JUMBO Fixed-Rate 
Term Note at a premium rate

• $100,000 minimum

• $500,000 maximum

• Open multiple accounts

• Qualifies for CEF Investment 
Rebate Program
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Please check the District website for the latest updates and 
detailed information as COVID-19 concerns continue. 

michigandistrict.org/events

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

MAY 2022
3–4 South & East Pastors Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
4–5 Circuit Visitors Conference
    St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth
9–11 North & East Pastors Conference
     Garland Lodge & Resort
14 District Convention Floor Committee Meetings
    District Office, Ann Arbor
15–17 West Pastors Conference
    Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City
21 Regional Track Meets
21 Seasons of Change
    Zoom Meeting
24 Board of Directors
    St. John, Midland
25–26 Intentional Interim Spring Conference
     Michindoh, Hillsdale
30 Memorial Day
    District Office Closed

JUNE 2022
3–5 Michigan District Junior High Gathering
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
4 State Track Meet
    Valley Lutheran High School, Saginaw
15–17 FLAME
    Regent Hotel & Suites, Ann Arbor 
20–22 English District Convention
    Concordia University Ann Arbor
20–24 A2E VBS/Sports Camp - Detroit  
20–24 A2E VBS/STEM Camp - Grand Rapids 
22–24 Ohio District Convention
    Concordia University Ann Arbor
26–28 Michigan District Convention
    Concordia University Ann Arbor

JULY 2022
4–5  Independence Day
    District Office Closed
9–13 LCMS National Youth Gathering
    Houston, Texas
18-22 A2E VBS/Summer Camp - Pontiac 

Calls Accepted
Eising, Emma (Trinity, Reed City) to St. Paul, Royal Oak
Felten, Jolyn (Candidate) to Trinity, Utica
Hohnstadt, Kyra (Concordia, Mequon, WI) to St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth
Matyas, Valerie (Immanuel, Saginaw) to St. Paul, Bay City
Riley, Barbara (Our Shepherd, Painesville, OH) to St. Paul, Millington
Newman, Katherine (Concordia, Mequon, WI) to St. John’s, New Boston
Pierce, Deborah (Our Shepherd, Birmingham) to St. Peter’s, Eastpointe
Reed, Taylor (Immanuel, Hamilton, OH) to St. John, Fraser
Traska, Keith (Mayer HS, Mayer, MN) to Trinity, Saint Joseph

Transferred Into District
Klausmeier, Veronica (Southeastern District) as Candidate

Transferred Out of District
McCain, Jean (Emeritus) to Missouri District

Reinstated to the Roster
Clark, Lori
Knuth, Fred
Ristow, Beth

Resigned From the Roster
Abraham, Emily
Swem, Katherine

School Openings
Jenison, Daily Shepherd Child Care Center

A complete up-to-date listing 
of Calls and Vacancies can be 
found at michigandistrict.org.

Calls Accepted
Rev. Kurt Eichinger (Bay City, MI) to Vacancy, St. John-Amelith, Bay City
Rev. Dale Kleimola (Jackson, MI) to Part-time, Grace, Leslie
Rev. Keith Lemley (Washington, MI) to IIM, St. John/Immanuel, Rogers   
     City
Rev. Christopher Paavola (University City, MO) to St. Mark, Battle Creek
Rev. Richard Wolfram (Howell, MI) to IIM, Heart of the Shepherd, Howell

Change of Status
Rev. Kevin Dykstra (Ann Arbor, MI) to Candidate
Rev. James Eggert (Holt, MI) to Emeritus
Rev. Joseph Fremer (Saranac, MI) to Emeritus
Rev. John Sproul (Ypsilanti, MI) to Emeritus
Rev. David Weirauch (Fort Wayne, IN) to Candidate

Transferred Into District
Rev. Jimmy Riley (Painesville, OH) from Ohio District

Resigned From the Roster
Rev. Scott Eberlein (Ann Arbor, MI)
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