Serving the Lord in Latin America

by Caitlin Worden de Ramirez

I serve as a missionary deaconess to Latin
America alongside my husband, Jeancarlos,
and our two children: Abraham (3) and Eliana
(1).

As a deaconess, I work in the local congrega-
tion to help share the love and mercy of Jesus
with our community. I work especially with
the women of the congregation to encourage
and equip them to share the Gospel with those
outside of the church in their daily lives. Many
of the church members are new Christians and
their children, husbands, and neighbors don’t
know the Good News of Christ. Through Bible
study, prayer, and visitation, [ work with Pastor
to fill these women with the Gospel and help
them learn how to show Christ to their neigh-
bors. I teach Sunday school, youth group, and
Christian Education in our Lutheran school.
But more importantly, I train, organize, and
lead the local Dominican ladies to be Sunday
school and Christian Education teachers. I also
work with the altar guild and accounting of the
church. At every step, [ include local members
so that they learn how to do these activities
without me.

Our youth group has 13 active girls. We meet
twice a month for food, Bible study, service
projects, and fun. The girls love to sing and
study the Word together. It has been a joy to
work with these young ladies to share the
Gospel with them and encourage them to form
new lifelong habits of Christian living, like
daily devotions and prayers, living a chaste and
honest life, being free from gossip, and always
interpreting the actions of others in the kindest
way.

Another area of my service as a deacon-
ess is teaching at Seminario Concordia El
Reformador. This seminary of the LCMS-OIM

Congregation Highlights

___________________________________________

We would like to thank St. John, Cheboygan; Trinity, Clinton Township; St. Lorenz,
Frankenmuth; Our Savior, Grand Rapids; St. Andrew, Portland; St. John, Rochester; and
St. Matthew, Westland for their most recent gifts to the campaign.

...........................................

e —————

Michigan District, LCMS
Here We Stand Update

April 2022

N
o
=
S
o
)
g S
c
5]
2
§
£
=
]
S
k)
S
@
4]
€
E]
<1
8
)
2
5]
2
o

serves churches around Latin America train-
ing both pastors and deaconesses. I serve as
a professor and mentor for the deaconess
students. Additionally, [ have worked on writ-
ing the course manuals for several classes. In
May 2022 the first class of deaconesses will
graduate—that is approximately 100 women
from 5 different countries.

It is a joy to serve the people of Latin
America bringing the light of Christ to shine
in dark places. [ am grateful and honored to be
trusted as your missionary. Thank you for your
prayers and support of our family and mission-
aries everywhere.

Through the Here We Stand campaign,
Michigan District missionaries receive finan-
cial support as a result of the many gifts given
to the International Missions initiative. We re
now in the home stretch of the Here We Stand
campaign. There is still time to contribute.
Will you help us reach our 810 million goal?
herewestand.michigandistrict.org.

Campaign Progress
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Over $9.18 million in gifts, pledges,
and congregational goals to date.
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