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HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

continued on page 2

A Promising Commandment
by Paul R. Naumann

Photo by Elisa Schulz/Michigan District, LCMS

Last Fall, our confi rmation class was studying the 
Fourth of the ten commandments. To refresh 

your memory, it’s the one about honoring your father 
and mother. Lutherans understand this to include 
not just parents but all God-given authorities in our 
lives because Martin Luther explained the Fourth 
Commandment in the Small Catechism like this: “We 
should fear and love God so that we do not despise or 
anger our parents and other authorities, but honor 
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HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS
continued from page 1

them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.” One of my Cuban 
relatives, Rev. Dr. Alberto Garcia, told me that when he went to Cuba 
with cases of Bibles in Spanish, the authorities welcomed them because 
they had Luther’s Small Catechism printed in the back of each one and 
in this commandment (and in the Table of Duties) it calls for honoring 
the government. 
Political Rebels or Holy Nation?

Th e fact is, as Christians we are not called to be political rebels, 
revolutionaries, or anarchists. Th e Bible plainly says that “God is not 
a God of confusion but of peace” and “that all things should be done 
decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:33–40). By inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome at a time in which 
they were being ruled by an evil pagan emperor and said, “Everyone 
must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no author-
ity except that which God has established. Th e authorities that exist 
have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the 
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do 
so will bring judgment on themselves” (Romans 13:1–2). 

Likewise, St. Peter wrote to God’s “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9) that 
was at the same time living under the same pagan Roman rule: “Be 
subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to 
the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those 
who do evil and to praise those who do good. For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of fool-
ish people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor” (1 Peter 2:13–17). So 
Christians don’t really have a leg to stand on when we see the govern-
ment as inherently the bad guy. Now granted, there may certainly be 
times when government oversteps its God-given authority and contra-
dicts God’s law, and at those times we do in fact join with the early 
church in saying “we must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  
Jesus Came Teaching

When we look back at the history of our country and see it founded 
by godly people who based much of their morality on the Bible, we 
Christians don’t have any qualms about pledging allegiance to our 
fl ag and being patriotic lovers of our country and its government. But 
when we don’t like who is currently in power, and when we take seri-
ous issue with their policies, and get disgusted with their morality, then 
many of us fi nd ourselves feeling rather rebellious and might strongly 
resent and resist the government telling us what to do or not to do. Th e 
more extreme will fl y a “Don’t Tread on Me” fl ag and might even begin 
to stockpile weapons. But Jesus never advocated rebellion against the 
government, for He knew that “rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft” (1 
Samuel 15:23). Instead, Jesus instructed us to “give to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s” (Matthew 22:21). While He did indeed call a political rebel to 
follow Him as one of His original twelve disciples (“Simon the Zealot”
– see Matthew 10:4), Jesus came teaching, not leading a rebellion (see 
Matthew 26:55), and He never advocated an insurrection against the 

continued on page 15

2 February 2022

Christians don’t really have a leg to stand on when we see the govern-
ment as inherently the bad guy. Now granted, there may certainly be 
times when government oversteps its God-given authority and contra-
dicts God’s law, and at those times we do in fact join with the early 
church in saying 
Jesus Came Teaching

When we look back at the history of our country and see it founded 
by godly people who based much of their morality on the Bible, we 
Christians don’t have any qualms about pledging allegiance to our 

“ Bible-believing, 
God-fearing Christians 
should in fact lead the 
way in honoring our 
government and pray-
ing for them fervently.”
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Planning 
    for the Future
 by Brandon M. Wittig

There’s an old saying that goes a little something like, 
“While we make plans, God laughs.” I’ve always 

wondered what exactly this saying is supposed to commu-
nicate about God. Does this mean that God doesn’t want 
us to make any plans and simply take things as they come, 
when they come? I don’t think that’s it, but it certainly 
seems like a natural conclusion that someone could reach. 
Many times, people will use it to laugh off  a time when 
things just aren’t seeming to go right. Maybe it is an 
accusation levied against God, that He is similar to a myth-
ological god of trickery or that He delights in our suff ering. 
I certainly hope that’s not what’s intended! Maybe there is 
some other meaning to be found in these words. 

I don’t know exactly where this phrase came from, 
but the closest biblical text it’s connected to is Proverbs 
19:21: “Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it 
is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.” It’s not exact, 
but it’s pretty close. Th is proverb comes in a chapter full 
of comparisons between wise and foolish things that 
people do, as is the case with many chapters in the book 
of Proverbs. I think, rather than trying to paint God as 
a cruel trickster god or dictate that people should take 
things as they come without plan, the proverb is trying to 
communicate an eternal truth for us to understand: What 
God wills, happens.

Th is text is saying that we should trust in God in all 
situations that we encounter, even if they don’t shake 
out exactly as we drew it up in our heads. In fact, even if 
everything goes to plan, we still know it is “the purpose 
of the Lord that stands.” Rather than a critique against 

making plans, it is an encouragement to make plans. Th e 
foolish man plans in fear or terror that, if the plan doesn’t 
work out exactly, everything will fall apart. Th e wise man 
plans for the future knowing that whatever happens is 
the work of God. When we make plans, we can be confi -
dent that God will continue to work through our success 
or failure to implement His will, and that everything we 
accomplish is for the purpose of being God’s instruments 
of His kingdom here on earth. Th at’s why we make plans!

When we go into church planning meetings, we go 
understanding that not everything will look just like any 
one of us—or even the church as a whole—has planned 
out. We go into these meetings understanding that we are 
planning out the ways that God can use us to bring about 
His purposes in our community. 
Let’s pray:

Dear God, we know that things don’t always go accord-
ing to plan, but Lord, we know that things always go the 
way You intend. Walk with us as we make plans for our 
future. Remind us that, ultimately, we are working to 
bring the works and words of Your kingdom to our church 
and community. Bless the time that we will spend plan-
ning, and open our hearts to see how You’d have us work. 
Th rough Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Rev. Brandon M. Wittig serves as pastor at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Sawyer, Mich. 

©  scyther5/iStock
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More 
Than We Can Handle

by Alex W. Hoffmeyer    

HEALTHY WORKERS

In this life, we will find that there 
is more than we can handle on 
our own ... turn to the Lord and 
rely on His promises to carry you 
through and bring you peace.“

4 February 2022 ”

©Mari Yamagiwa/Lightstock, LLC  
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“For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affl  iction we experienced 
in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life 
itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make 
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead” (2 Corinthians 1:8–9).

Before you read the rest of this devotion, read 
the verses above one more time.

In my short time as a pastor, and especially in my 
longer time as a Christian, I have heard many people 
tell me what gets them through a hard time: “I know 
that God won’t give me more than I can handle.” 
It’s one of those phrases that has made its way into 
mainstream knowledge so well that many repeat it as 
if it is Gospel truth. But if you search the Scriptures 
as hard as you can, no matter which translation you 
might be using (even if you use Th e Message!), you 
will not fi nd these words anywhere. In fact, you 
will fi nd much of the opposite, like the words of 2 
Corinthians above. Life can and will get to the point 
where even the most faithful will be forced to cry 
out, “I can’t handle this.”

Th is isn’t to say that the phrase should instead be, 
“God will give me more than I can handle.” Th is too 
would be incorrect. God is not the giver of trouble. 
Th e gospel writer Luke records, “What father among 
you, if his son asks for a fi sh, will instead of a fi sh 
give him a serpent?” (11:11). Our Father in heaven 
gives to us gifts of life and love and blessings, not 
troubles. It would be wrong to conclude, when life 
is so hard it overwhelms us, that God is the author 
of such misery, for it is His good gifts in these times 
that provide hope and peace in the midst of sorrow.

So what should we say, then? Perhaps our goal 
should not be to fi nd a better mantra but rather to gain 
a better understanding of the role of such diffi  culties 
in our lives of faith. In fact, I believe we can even see 
suff ering and misery as a fulfi llment of what Paul 
writes in Romans: “We know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good ...” (8:28). To 
be fair, we should never call suff ering good, espe-
cially when it overwhelms us. But it is good to see 
that suff ering can indeed overwhelm us. For one, it 
shows us that we are in good company with many 
of those who have followed God throughout history. 
People like Paul and Timothy, Moses, and even 
Elijah the prophet are recorded in Scripture to have 
suff ered so greatly that they felt near to the point 
of death. Th ey knew the reality that we all know: 
that life can and will at times be more than we can 
handle. And we know why this is. Ever since the fall 

in the garden, humanity has had trouble. Sickness, 
tragedy, violence, and death are all the result of sin. 
Jesus even makes it clear that trouble will be part of 
living in the world, even pointing to its overwhelm-
ing eff ects by describing it as living like helpless 
lambs among ravenous wolves.

Recognizing and acknowledging this reality is 
important, for it leads us to look outside of ourselves 
and to a greater, far better remedy. God wants us to 
recognize that we are in over our heads and out of 
our depth in this sinful world. And why? So that we 
will rely not on ourselves but on Him. Th e phrase 
“God won’t give me more than I can handle” keeps 
the focus on us, trying to convince us that we can 
do this, that we have the ability to overcome. But 
the truth is we don’t. We can’t overcome the trou-
bles of this world. Th at is why God sends Jesus to 
us. He tells us in John, “In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” 
(16:33, NIV). We do not rely on our strength to face 
the troubles of this earthly life; rather, we rest fi rmly 
in the One who has borne the full weight of our sin 
on the cross and paid the price for it with His very 
blood. We fi nd peace in the midst of earthly suff er-
ing because we look to the One Who was vindicated 
by the resurrection from the dead. In this life we 
have joy, not because we are confi dent in our abil-
ity to endure, but because we have our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Who has endured all things for us.

In this life, we will fi nd that there is more than 
we can handle on our own. So, if you fi nd yourself 
facing overwhelming odds, don’t comfort yourself 
by saying, “God won’t give me more than I can 
handle.” Rather, allow yourself to say, “I cannot 
handle this,” for then you will be ready to turn to the 
Lord and rely on His promises to carry you through 
and bring you peace.

Rev. Alex W. Hoff meyer graduated with an M.Div. 
from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. in May 
2017, and has been blessed to serve Salem Lutheran 
Church in Coloma, Mich. He and his wife continue 
to enjoy Pure Michigan whenever they can, taking 
chances to explore God’s Creation on the trails, the 
bluff s, and the beaches.
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GREAT COMPASSION

Loving 
   On One’s Neighbor
                  by Mary Craaybeek

The Gospels’ exhortation to “love thy neighbor” has 
evolved at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Centreville, to love ON your neighbor. Here’s the story 
of how the congregation’s newest, closest neighbor has 
become the benefi ciary of an abundance of caring just ripe 
to be expressed.

Th e Centreville congregation recently consummated the 
sale of its former parsonage to Christine’s Early Learning 
Center. Th e house had been unused as a pastor’s home 
for many years; it had been intermittently—often unsuc-
cessfully—rented as a residence, and fi nally had been in 
a refurbishment as a proposed early learning center. For a 
variety of reasons, the congregation came to an acknowl-
edgment that it lacked resources to complete the building’s 
transition. (Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.”)

After prayerful deliberation, and with the encourage-
ment of Vacancy Pastor Robert O. Bartz, within only days, 
members learned that a respected operator of a decades-
successful early childhood center in town was actively 
seeking a building with appearance as a home wherein to 
expand her children’s center. Members strongly sensed the 
Holy Spirit’s intervention as, following a tour, Christine 
and Jerry Sheteron were moved to believe that the unfi n-
ished building was, in fact, exactly what they had sought. A 
plan of how to divide the property was agreed upon, mutual 
trust was established, and remodeling restarted.

Th e St. Paul’s congregation began sharing its Fellowship 
Hall as divided space: part of the great room for warehous-
ing equipment and furnishings of Christine’s ELC, and 

part for hosting weekly parenting classes, with learning, 
snacks, and play spaces. In addition, the learning center has 
use of side rooms for class preparation, respite/offi  ce, and 
supplies storage.

At an open house of Christine’s ELC in November, 
members of the congregation, approved for a Th rivent 
Action Team grant, hosted a bountiful lunch for some 70+ 
visitors and participants, and registered all for a wealth of 
door prizes procured through the grant. An “angel tree” 
at the event allowed all to take tags naming new and used 
items which may be provided for the children’s center.

St. Paul’s members will continue holding ingatherings 
for needed brain-stimulating/small motor/educational 
items at the facility, as well as addressing physical and spir-
itual needs within the children’s families and households, 
such as for healthy foods, personal health/ household main-
tenance items, quality picture books, and much more. Th e 
congregation also has plans to help stock a “caring closet” 
for needy families served by the facility.

Members of the small Centreville congregation daily 
experience the joy of realizing that a large part of its 
mission fi eld is found in its collaborative ministry with 
its nearest neighbor. Fresh every morning is a newfound 
purpose when members participate in Christ’s directive in 
Matthew 25:40: “…as you did it to one of the least of these 
… you did it to me.”

Mary Craaybeek, a retired public school teacher, is a 
55-year member of St. Paul’s, Centreville, serving her 
home church as stewardship chairperson. She enjoys 
LWML leadership positions at all levels of Lutheran 
Women in Mission.

Photo of Christine Sheteron (right) with her 
early-childhood assistant Amanda Johnson. 

Photo courtesy of Christine’s Early Learning Center. 
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Living Water
Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) serves in remote 

language communities all over the world, bringing 
God’s Word to people in languages they can understand. 
Recently, LBT has taken on a diff erent kind of project. 
Partnering with Peter Prochnow, Director of Worship, 
Music, and Media at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in 
Oviedo, Fla., they are now working on recording the 
whole English New Testament—every chapter, every 
verse—set to music.

LBT Executive Director Mike Rodewald explains: “Part 
of [LBT’s work] is ‘What forms can carry the Word to 
people?’ One of the fi elds in Bible translation is called 
Ethnomusicology. LBT has an ethnomusicologist/ethno-
doxologist who takes Scripture, puts it to local music, and 
then people listen to that. It’s a great way for the Word to 
be spread, especially in non-literate communities.” When 
Prochnow fi rst heard about Ethnomusicology in Bible 
translation, he was fascinated and wondered why no one 
had set God’s Word to music in English yet, since even in 
North America there are people who can’t read. He envi-
sioned something like a fi lm score for God’s Word.

Prochnow says, “We tried and it went really well. 
It was more exciting than I thought. I can recall hear-
ing Scripture diff erently, like ‘I don’t remember those 
words’ in pretty common verses, and it felt almost like I 
was getting a text message from God.” Rodewald had a 
similar reaction: “All of a sudden you’re experiencing 
Scripture in a diff erent way; you are hearing the verses 
in a way that is diff erent than when someone is just talk-
ing, reading.” That is one of the goals of the project: 
to experience Scripture in a different way and, in a sense, 
hear it for the first time.

Th e Bible version utilized in Living Water is the 
English Standard Version (ESV), and the publishers must 
approve everything before it is released. Th ere is no artis-
tic license: what you hear is written in the Bible and you 
can follow along. Th ere is no charge, either; it will all be 
made available for free.

Why is LBT doing this? Rodewald explains that 
Scripture engagement is a big part of LBT’s work, and in 

the United States there is less Scripture engagement than 
there used to be, so LBT saw this as an opportunity to 
engage our own people in our context.

Prochnow and his team are currently recording the New 
Testament. Th e project is set to be released—one chapter 
a day—on the 500th anniversary of the translation of the 
New Testament in 2022.

Th e Michigan District supported the Living Water proj-
ect through the Here We Stand Campaign.

To hear a sample of Scripture set to music and to learn 
more about the project, visit lbt.org/livingwater/.

©  LightFieldStudios/iStock
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have come from churches and 
evangelism teams. In addition, LHF’s 
newly printed Spanish materials are 
helping ministries work with people 
in crisis – for example, in pregnancy 
centers and prisons, where Jesus 
can bring solace and guidance.

“Jesus Never Fails”
During 2021, LHF printed and 
began distributing over 35,000 
copies in Spanish of the Bible with 
Small Catechism, Luther’s Small 
Catechism and A Child’s Garden 
of Bible Stories. These are fulfilling 
more than 130 requests from 
Hispanic-centered ministries around 
the country. Included are eight 
Lutheran congregations right here 
in Michigan:

Atonement Lutheran Church, 
in Dearborn

Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 
in Imlay City

Family of God Lutheran Church, 
in Detroit

Peace Lutheran Church and School, 
in Shelby Township

St. Lorenz Lutheran Church and 
School, in Frankenmuth

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 
in Detroit

Trinity Lutheran Church and School, 
in Reese

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
in Marshall

A particularly exciting opportunity 
to share God’s Word recently came 
from Natalie Valle, a church member 
at Zion Lutheran in Marshall. This 
past summer, an email from Natalie’s 
homeschooling group alerted her to 
large numbers of Spanish-speaking 
children who were soon to arrive at 
a nearby facility from the southern 
USA border. Much would be needed 
to help these children. As donations 
of clothing, balls and toys poured 

in, another kind of important 
contribution occurred to Natalie:

“I thought of LHF right away,” she 
says. “I knew that A Child’s Garden 
of Bible Stories, which I’ve used for 
devotions with my own children, 
was available in Spanish. I was also 
familiar with LHF’s ‘Jesus Never Fails’ 
booklet, because we’d given it out at 
community suppers. It’s a wonderful 
little booklet with a message that’s 
perfect for older kids.”

Soon, 100 Bible storybooks and 
75 devotion booklets in Spanish 
were on their way to the facility 
near Marshall. “It touches my 
heart,” Natalie reflects. “Most of 
the children will be going to family 
members, while foster families will 
take in others. Yet wherever these 
children go, all over the country, 
they’ll take the LHF books with 
them. We know the Holy Spirit will 
use His Word beyond ways we 
could even imagine.”

Shining the Gospel’s Light
LHF’s Executive Director, Reverend 
Matthew Heise, expresses thanks 
for CEF’s grant. “We’re so grateful 
for CEF’s partnership,” he says. 
“CEF helps us shine the Light of the 
Gospel, not only with Michigan’s 
Hispanic families, but with Spanish-
speaking families everywhere. The 
Word can reach all who want to 
know about Jesus Christ.”

To learn more about how Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation works to 
spread the Gospel around the world, 
in practically every language, visit 
www.LHFmissions.org. 

Church Extension Fund    Michigan District of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

3773 Geddes Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098    www.mi-cef.org

O�ces: 800-242-3944
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our O�ering Circular. CEF will o�er and sell our securities only in states where authorized. The securities are subject to certain risk factors as described 
in our O�ering Circular. CEF investments are not insured by the FDIC, SIPC, or any other governmental agency.

The Word of God knows 
no borders 
The Good News can take the power 
of salvation to all places near and 
far from us, to all people who will 
believe, no matter what languages 
they speak and read.

That’s why Church Extension Fund 
was pleased to recently grant $7,500 
to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
to help produce Spanish-language 
devotional materials for sharing with 
Spanish-speaking people in our state, 
the country and around the world.

Do you know about LHF? Since 
1992, this Macomb, Michigan-based 
ministry has published over 3 million 
copies of Christ-centered books 
in more than 100 languages. LHF 
has distributed the materials in 
80+ countries to date. Over 300 
translators, reviewers and editors 
worldwide are helping LHF make 
this happen today. 

Recently LHF has received increasing 
numbers of requests from groups 
and individuals wishing to share 
the Gospel with Spanish speakers 
in their communities. Most requests 
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for CEF’s grant. “We’re so grateful 
for CEF’s partnership,” he says. 
“CEF helps us shine the Light of the 
Gospel, not only with Michigan’s 
Hispanic families, but with Spanish-
speaking families everywhere. The 
Word can reach all who want to 
know about Jesus Christ.”

To learn more about how Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation works to 
spread the Gospel around the world, 
in practically every language, visit 
www.LHFmissions.org. 
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The Word of God knows 
no borders 
The Good News can take the power 
of salvation to all places near and 
far from us, to all people who will 
believe, no matter what languages 
they speak and read.

That’s why Church Extension Fund 
was pleased to recently grant $7,500 
to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
to help produce Spanish-language 
devotional materials for sharing with 
Spanish-speaking people in our state, 
the country and around the world.

Do you know about LHF? Since 
1992, this Macomb, Michigan-based 
ministry has published over 3 million 
copies of Christ-centered books 
in more than 100 languages. LHF 
has distributed the materials in 
80+ countries to date. Over 300 
translators, reviewers and editors 
worldwide are helping LHF make 
this happen today. 

Recently LHF has received increasing 
numbers of requests from groups 
and individuals wishing to share 
the Gospel with Spanish speakers 
in their communities. Most requests 

Grant from CEF Helps Produce Lutheran 
Materials in Spanish for Hispanic Ministries
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funding the needs of
Michigan District congregations
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“CEF helps us shine the 
Light of the Gospel, 

not only with Michigan’s 
Hispanic families, 

but with Spanish-speaking 
families everywhere.”

Reverend Matthew Heise
LHF Executive Director

LHF freely distributes translated Lutheran publications to Gospel-minded missions, churches, groups and individuals 
worldwide. Get the details at www.LHFmissions.org.

“Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

(Matthew 28:19)

Imagine trying to understand Scripture in a language other than your own. 
This makes Lutheran Heritage Foundation’s work to translate devotional content 
so important. CEF has been honored to grant LHF funds to produce Lutheran 
materials in Spanish.
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have come from churches and 
evangelism teams. In addition, LHF’s 
newly printed Spanish materials are 
helping ministries work with people 
in crisis – for example, in pregnancy 
centers and prisons, where Jesus 
can bring solace and guidance.
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Peace Lutheran Church and School, 
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St. Lorenz Lutheran Church and 
School, in Frankenmuth

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 
in Detroit

Trinity Lutheran Church and School, 
in Reese

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
in Marshall
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in, another kind of important 
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they’ll take the LHF books with 
them. We know the Holy Spirit will 
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Shining the Gospel’s Light
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Gospel, not only with Michigan’s 
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Word can reach all who want to 
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A “By the Numbers” look at the Here We Stand Campaign
                                                 (through December 31, 2021)
$9,156,558.19  Total campaign gifts, pledges, and goals 
$8,965,598.58  Cash received which includes $800,000 CEF Matching Funds
$134,279.39  Outstanding commitments (pledges)
$1,644,211.57  Total given/pledged for Professional Church Worker Scholarships
$3,971,894.39  Total given/pledged for Innovative Missional Ministry
$1,295,110.08  Total given/pledged for Michigan District Endowment
$2,188,661.92  Total given/pledged for International Ministries

Bible verse: Psalm 71:17–18
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. So even to old age 
and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to 
all those to come.”

herewestand.michigandistrict.org

 Here We Stand Student Aid 
by Christopher M. Deneen

God provides in many ways. Th is has been made abun-
dantly clear to me throughout my life. One of the ways 
God’s provision was most impactful to me was through 
Michigan District fi nancial aid during my years at 
Concordia University Ann Arbor (CUAA) and then also 
at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. (CSL). When I 
was fi rst looking into colleges, the initial sticker shock was 
immense. I looked at the number for tuition and room and 
board and wondered, “How could I ever pay for that?”

Scholarships. Grants. All of these diff erent ways to 
receive fi nancial aid were quickly shown to me and I knew 
that was how I could pursue my dream of being a pastor 
and shepherding a fl ock of God’s people. Th ere were plenty 
of diff erent scholarship applications, grants to fi ll out, and 
various ways to pay for college. 

When I applied for other scholarships or grants, it always 
seemed like a long shot to receive them. One thing that 
I could always count on was the fi nancial aid from the 
Michigan District, which was always a true blessing. It was 
very apparent that the District cared for those who were 
going into church work, and wanted to help out in any way 
they could. 

I could never fully express how thankful I am for the 
support of the District through my studies at CUAA and 
CSL. Finances are always one of the top struggles for 
church workers. Studying to be a pastor entails 4 years of 
undergrad studies and then 4 years of seminary studies, and 
that meant that fi nances were always a concern in the back 

of my mind.
But I always had a little bit of relief from that worry 

because I knew the District was there. While I still left 
college and seminary with some educational debt, the aid 
that I received from the District lowered that amount quite 
a bit, and became less of a stressor as I began my ministry. 

Th e Here We Stand campaign is a great way to make sure 
that those who want to go into church work don’t have to 
be scared away by the price tag of church work education, 
which can be daunting. Th e student aid from the District 
through an initiative like the Here We Stand campaign 
ensures that education for church work is not as worrisome 
and the price tag won’t stand in the way of preparing to do 
the Lord’s work. 

As someone who benefi ted from Michigan District 
fi nancial aid, I thank you for your continued support of the 
Here We Stand campaign.

Rev. Christopher M. Deneen is the Associate Pastor at 
Our Savior, Lansing. He is a 2017 graduate of Concordia 
University Ann Arbor and a 2021 graduate of Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Mo.

We’re now in the home stretch of the Here We Stand 
Campaign. Th ere is still time to contribute to get your 
gift included in the fi nal report at Convention in June 
2022. Will you help us reach our $10 million goal?   
www.herewestand.michigandistrict.org 
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and congregations to share the Gospel in over 30 coun-
tries. Working through local staff  at ministry centers in 
each country, LHM’s International Ministries Partnership 
program enables you to be actively involved, commu-
nicate directly, give fi nancial support, and encourage a 
ministry center of your choice. As an LHM International 
Ministries partner, you decide your level of commitment 
to a ministry center, whether it is through a one-time gift, 
ongoing support, or taking a short-term mission trip to 
the ministry center to do hands-on ministry. At any level, 
your commitments are essential to sharing Christ’s salva-
tion with those who do not yet know Him.

LHM International Ministries provides a unique resource 
for you to use to educate and create awareness about the 
specifi c ministry center partner. We have curriculum for 16 
of our international ministry centers geared for preschool 
through grade 8 for use in schools, Sunday schools, Bible 
classes, or volunteer teams. You will learn about the 
history, geography, culture, and religion in that country. In 
addition, you will receive teaching aids such as black line 
masters, chapel talks, and PowerPoint presentations.

Contact Polly Gregali, manager of International 
Ministries Partnerships at lhm.org to learn more about the 
program and these resources.

LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE
Free LHM Resources for Christian Schools and Homeschool Families

Travel the globe and explore the Gospel at work in 
other countries! Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) Gospel 
Adventures program is focused on providing students 
with an inside look at the ministry and Gospel outreach 
happening in each country with fun glimpses into the 
culture of that region. 

Created in partnership with Group Publishing (www.
group.com), a trusted leader in innovative children’s minis-
try resources, the updated curriculum will engage students 
with educational objectives and interactive resources geared 
towards expanding their perceptions of global ministry.

“Our objective for this new curriculum is to help 
students understand the value of diff ering cultures and 
how the Gospel is at work around the globe,” says Ashley 
Bayless, LHM’s Curriculum Development Manager.

Gospel Adventures is available for free to Christian 
schools across the U.S., including homeschool families. 
Educators and parents who experienced previous online 
mission trips will discover expanded materials for class-
room use, in addition to an online multimedia experience. 
Visit the dedicated Gospel Adventures web page at lhm.
org/adventures to learn more about the program and to 
register for the next adventure! 

Also, LHM partners with individuals, groups, schools, 

Your Investment 
Builds Churches
When you invest with Church Extension Fund your 
investment helps to renovate and build churches and 
schools, just like St. John, Fraser (pictured). Pastor Smith 
of St. John says about their recent renovation, “CEF is 
very supportive of the work. They don’t simply supply 

the money, they have worked with our sta for years 
to make it all come together.” 

The information provided here is 
not an o�er to sell or a solicitation 
of an o�er to buy CEF securities. 
The o�ering of CEF securities 
is made solely by our O�ering 
Circular. CEF will o�er and sell 
our securities only in states where 
authorized. The securities are 
subject to certain risk factors as 
described in our O�ering Circular. 
CEF investments are not insured 
by the FDIC, SIPC, or any other 
governmental agency.

O ce: 
800-242-3944

24/7 Interest Rates: 
800-232-7313

Website:
www.mi-cef.org

19-CEF-0116_HalfPageAd_V3.indd   1 6/24/19   3:15 PM
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Hygiene Kits to Tornado Victims
On the week following the deadly 

Midwest tornadoes, the Michigan 
District, LCMS was able to partner with 
the Ohio Orphan Grain Train by loading 
several hundred Hygiene Kits from its 
LERT (Lutheran Early Response Teams) 
storage location at Living Faith, Marine 
City. These kits were immediately sent 
down to Kentucky where they were 
distributed to families affected by the 
devastating storms. 

Thank you to all the congregations who 
assembled Hygiene Kits over the past 
several months as it allowed us to put 
them to use to be an immediate blessing. 

Visit michigandistrict.org/disasterresponse to see how your congregation 
can put these kits together to help replenish the stock.  

The John E. Herrmann Award
The 2021 John E. Herrmann Award was presented 

to Our Shepherd, Birmingham at the 2021 All Pastors 
Conference for its demonstrated faithfulness in 
stewardship by practicing and encouraging biblical 
stewardship principles in the congregation and 
community.  

The award was established in 2001 to recognize faithful 
stewards in the Michigan District and to encourage others 
to greater stewardship within their home churches. It is 
named after one of our Synod’s most influential men in 
steward education.

In the fall of 2022, it will be awarded to one of the 
Lutheran Day Schools that has utilized God’s Children 
Are God’s Disciples steward education activities as 
developed by the Michigan District Stewardship 
Committee. The award consists of a plaque for the school, 
recognition on the John E. Herrmann Award plaque in the 
Michigan District office, and a ministry grant of $2,000.

To be eligible for the John E. Herrmann award, the 
Lutheran Day School will participate in and/or sponsor 
several activities in its school and congregation. 
Submission must be made by May 31, 2022.
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The award will be determined by participation in 
the activities and through a percentage of students 
participating in the program both within the school 
and the community at large. Each school principal is 
encouraged to submit an entry outlining the activities to 
the Michigan District Stewardship Committee by May 
31, 2022. 

For more information regarding God’s Children are 
God’s Disciples, visit michigandistrict.org/gcgd.

Pictured are Marty and Nancy Helmke, 
who traveled from Ohio to Marine City to 
fill their truck and trailer.
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Galan Walther Retires
by Elisa L. Schulz
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Rev. Galan D. Walther 
began serving the Michigan 
District, LCMS in 1999 
as Congregation Mission 
and Ministry Facilitator 
(CMMF) / Family Life 
Ministries under President C. 
William Hoesman. His first 
official District event was 
the All Pastors conference in 
October, 1999—and so was 
his last, in October, 2021. 

Walther hails from Jefferson City, Mo. He received his 
M.Div. from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. in 
1980 and an M.A. from Concordia River Forest in 1991. 
He served as Assistant Pastor at Trinity, St. Joseph, then 
at Trinity, Sheboygan, Wisc., becoming the Senior Pastor 
there in 1997 before joining the District staff. He is married 
to Barbara J. Keathley and they were blessed with two chil-
dren and three grandchildren.

At the time Walther started working for the District, 
CMMFs were assigned churches according to their size. 
He became responsible for the mid-size churches (200-
350 members). The division of the District into zones 
is more recent, and Walther says this change was good 
because, as time went on, the size difference seemed not 
to be as important as the area and what’s happening in the 
community. He says, “It seemed to make sense for one 
CMMF to connect with all churches in the community. 
That was a positive change for connecting congregations 
together.” Walther became the CMMF for the Southwest 
and Thumb zones.

When asked whether anything stood out to him during 
his 22 years of ministry in the District, he said, 
“There’s been ups and downs as in every cycle, the 
latest of which was Covid … there was the recession 
in the mid-2000s, when a lot of folks left Michigan 
for employment in the South and a lot of churches 
took a hit because of families leaving. There’s been 
some recovery, but the shift in society has prob-
ably had the biggest impact that I’ve observed, 
especially in recent years: the attitude towards all 
things spiritual, the place of importance that the 
church once had—at least perceived—and which 
is no longer there. In the churches, the declining of 
membership has forced some to re-evaluate how 
they carry out their ministries, becoming more 

Special Recognition

intentional, seeking to connect with people rather than 
waiting for people to come to them. That’s a change that 
has been slowly and increasingly embraced.”

Walther and his wife Barb are moving to Wisconsin to be 
near family. Walther plans to take it easy for a while, unpack 
boxes, sort through his things, and then most likely connect 
with opportunities for ministry. He adds that his daugh-
ter’s pastor already has plans for Walther to help him out. 
Walther says he remains open to see what God’s plan is. 

Michigan District, LCMS President Rev. Dr. David P. 
E. Maier shares: “When I knew I was elected president, 
I anticipated working with Galan because I had known 
him from the Board of Directors and also from working 
together on a few projects. What I imagined was all the 
more true. He has a great heart for people, gently work-
ing through the most difficult of concerns and problems, 
yet always with a focus on Christ crucified and risen. I 
would also have to say that probably, by far, he put the most 
annual miles on a District vehicle than anybody else in the 
building. His care and concern, humility, love for the Lord, 
and perseverance will be greatly missed. I do wish him 
and Barb years of joy with their family in the Milwaukee 
area and as he continues to serve vibrantly, as the Lord will 
surely use him in Wisconsin.”

When asked if he had any parting words for the 
Michigan District, Walther said, “Remain People of Hope. 
Remain focused on Jesus, the greatest Gift proclaimed by 
the angels—to you is born a Savior—and pronounced by 
angels—He is not here; he is risen. Keep focused on Him 
and serving people in His name. Let your light shine.”

Congratulations and God’s blessings, Galan!

Rev. Galan and Barb Walther 
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CONVENTION NEWS

IMPORTANT DATES
February 26, 2022       Deadline for all nominations, reports, and overtures

    April 23, 2022 
Metro East Regional Meeting

    Bethany, Detroit
 Metro West Regional Meeting
    Christ Our Savior, Livonia
    April 30, 2022

West Region Regional Meeting
    St. Matthew, Grand Rapids
 North & East Regional Meeting
    St. John, Pinconning

May 14, 2022  Floor Committee Meetings
    June 26-28, 2022       Michigan District Convention

michigandistrict.org/convention
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Roman government. Instead, 
when His enemies came to 
arrest Him in Gethsemane, He 
told His disciples to put away 
their swords (see Matthew 
26:52). In love, and in obedi-
ence to the authority of His Heavenly Father, Jesus 
was willing to endure a terrible injustice at the hands 
of corrupt leaders so that through His innocent suff er-
ing He might thereby earn our forgiveness and eternal 
salvation. 
Active Involvement

So just because the government mandates some-
thing that we see as an imposition on our day-to-day 
living, and that seems like an infringement on our 
personal rights or freedom, doesn’t mean that it is “the 
mark of the beast” (Revelation 19:20). For the govern-
ment to overstep its God-given Fourth Commandment 
bounds, and thereby require our Christian rebellion, 
it would have to mandate something that requires us 
to engage in idolatrous worship, or some such thing 
that clearly violates the rest of God’s ten command-
ments or clear scriptural truth. As Americans, we have 
the special privilege of being citizens of a country 
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continued from page 2A Promising Commandment
that has a government (as Abraham Lincoln famously 
said) which is “of the people, by the people, and for 
the people.” Th at means that we have a unique respon-
sibility to be actively involved in our government by 
voting, protesting, running for offi  ce, and engaging 
in any and every area of public service. But Bible-
believing, God-fearing Christians should in fact lead 
the way in honoring our government and praying for 
them fervently. Th e Fourth Commandment, after all, is 
the “fi rst commandment with a promise—that it may go 
well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the 
earth” (Ephesians 6:2–3). Honoring and obeying our 
government is indeed good for us. 

Rev. Dr. Paul R. Naumann currently serves as Senior 
Pastor at St. Michael Lutheran Church in Portage, 
Mich. During his over thirty-fi ve years of ministry, 
Naumann has been active in positions in the Circuit, 
District, and Synod, working especially in the areas of 
Youth Ministry, Outreach, Worship, Campus Ministry, 
and Small Group Ministry. He has been published in 
various periodicals and has been a speaker at a number 
of seminars and workshops.
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Please check the District website for the latest updates and 
detailed information as COVID-19 concerns continue. 

michigandistrict.org/events

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

FEBRUARY 2022
5 Michigan District Theological Conference
    Our Savior, Lansing
26 Pre-Retirement Conference
    Holy Cross, Flushing

MARCH 2022
2 Ash Wednesday
5–6 State Basketball Tournament
    Concordia University and St. Paul, Ann Arbor
15 Board of Directors
    St. Luke, Ann Arbor

APRIL 2022
1–3 The Katie
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City
10 Palm Sunday
14 Maundy Thursday
15 Good Friday
    District Office Closed
17 Easter
23 Metro East Regional Meeting
    Bethany, Detroit
23 Metro West Regional Meeting
    Christ Our Savior, Livonia
24–26 Office Personnel Conference
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City
30 West Region Regional Meeting
    St. Matthew, Grand Rapids
30 North & East Regional Meeting
    St. John, Pinconning

MAY 2022
3–4 South & East Pastors Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
4–5 Circuit Visitors Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
9–11 North & East Pastors Conference
     Garland Lodge & Resort
14 District Convention Floor Committee Meetings
    District Office, Ann Arbor
15–17 West Pastors Conference
    Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City
24 Board of Directors
    Midland
25–26 Intentional Interim Spring Conference
     Michindoh, Hillsdale

Calls Accepted
Simon, Zane (Concordia, Ann Arbor) to Shepherd’s Gate, Shelby 
Township

Change of Status
Haines, Renee (St. Michael’s, Richville) to Candidate
Hyslop, Dora (St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth) to Candidate
Krueger, Julie (Guardian, Dearborn) to Candidate

Transferred Into District
Buescher, Barbara (Iowa District East) as Emeritus

Transferred Out of District
Haegele, Dennis (Emeritus) to Florida-Georgia District
Hyslop, Scott (St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth) to Texas District

Reinstated to the Roster
Eisman, Kathleen
Priehs, Karen
Stier, Janel

Removed From the Roster
Ostrander, Christy

A complete up-to-date listing 
of Calls and Vacancies can be 
found at michigandistrict.org.

Calls Accepted
Rev. Mark Bushuiakovish (Southgate, MI) to Our Savior, Nashville, TN
Rev. Larry Courson (Dexter, MI) to Vacancy, Open Arms, Belleville
Rev. Alexander Koppel (Muskegon, MI) to Saint Stephens, Shelby
Rev. Jared Nies (Perham, MN) to St. Paul, Lapeer
Rev. Kenneth Williamson (Yakima, WA) to Our Savior, Scottville 

Change of Status
Rev. Galan Walther (Waukesha, WI) to Emeritus
Rev. John Weldon (Saginaw, MI) to Emeritus

Transferred Into District
Rev. Kirk Abatelli (Oak Ridge, TN) from Mid-South District
Rev. Jared Nies (Perham, MN) from Minnesota North District
Rev. Daniel Streufert (St. Joseph, MI) from Indiana District

Transferred Out of District
Rev. Gerhard Mau (Henderson, NV) to Pacific Southwest District

Called Home
Rev. Thomas Bye
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