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GREAT COMMISSION

continued on page 2

The Great Commission at 
Work in Oxford High School 
by John E. Kassen

© Yosi Prihantoro/Unsplash

When I retired from full-time pastoral ministry in 
2016, I wondered what I would do to occupy my 

time. All sorts of thoughts came to mind. I would spend 
more time on the golf course. I would learn to fl y fi sh. 
I would give more eff ort to my woodworking hobby. I 
would catch up on projects around the house. I would 
travel. And I certainly would off er my services to other 
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GREAT COMMISSION
continued from page 1

“ Many were the 
prayers that I and 
others were lifting 
to God during those 
moments. Many are 
the prayers that are 
still being prayed 
now. And many are 
the prayers that will 
need to be prayed in 
the weeks, months, 
and years ahead.”

congregations on an occasional basis. Th ere were a lot of things I planned 
to do with my free time in retirement.

One of the things that I hadn’t anticipated doing was becoming a 
substitute teacher.

It began like this.
About a year after I had retired, all the things I thought I would do were 

not fi lling up my time as much as I had thought. My wife, who was a bus 
driver for Oxford Community Schools, off ered a suggestion that would 
help fi ll my time—especially in the winter months—and fi ll a need in 
the community. She had heard that there was a shortage of substitute 
teachers in the Oxford community where we lived. She brought home a 
brochure one day and suggested I investigate.

After a bit of research, I discovered that substitute teaching might be a 
good fi t for me. I could pick and choose the schools and the assignments 
and the days. It seemed incredibly fl exible. Th ere were opportunities to 
work with elementary students, middle school students, or high school 
students. Th ere was some remuneration involved and that would give me a 
little extra income for golf, fl y fi shing, woodworking, bike trips, and travel. 

So, I went through the process of applying to be a substitute teacher. 
After receiving my Michigan certifi cation to substitute teach, I took 
assignments in various schools in the Oxford School District. 

What surprised me was that I enjoyed working with the high school 
students more than the other age groups.

What surprised me even more was that in the four years that I have 
been substitute teaching at the Oxford High School, I have discovered 
many great commission opportunities.

When I fi rst started as a substitute teacher, there were several students 
from my former congregation, Living Word in Rochester, who attended 
Oxford High School where I did most of my subbing. In classes and in 
the hallways, they knew me as Pastor Kassen and would address me 
as such. Th at created a few quizzical looks from other students. But it 
caught on to the extent that today the majority of students at Oxford 
High School call me Pastor Kassen instead of Mr. Kassen.

Th is has created various talking points from “Are you a real pastor?” 
to “What do you feel about this or that?” to “Would you mind praying 
for me?”

Th is has also led to a variety of great commission opportunities with 
students and staff . 

“Yes, I am a real pastor.” Students often then ask, “What church 
are you a pastor at?” To which I respond, “I am now retired. But tell 
me, where do you go to church?” From this question often comes a 
conversation about their church and the activities, like youth group or 
confi rmation instruction, that they may be involved in.

When a student asked me in a Spanish class I was covering, “What do 
you think about homosexuality?” my response was, “As a pastor I have 
some personal and private thoughts about homosexuality, but as your 
substitute teacher I have no opinion about it. Your school encourages 
you to be accepting of all people whether you agree with their lifestyle 
choices or not.” 

“Can you pray for me (us)?” is sometimes a question I receive before 
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proctoring a test. My response is, “Yes, I can pray for 
you privately, but not publicly, since this is not a faith-
based school. If you have anything beyond this test you 
would like me to pray for, jot it down, and I will include 
it in my personal prayers.” Often, I will then pray 
privately for the students taking the test.

I have learned that the public school has an 
undercurrent of Christian belief. During the 2018 
Oxford High School (OHS) Book of the Year campaign 
sponsored by the school library, the Bible was selected 
by majority vote of the students as their favorite book.

Not too long ago, I was subbing in one of the World 
History classes where students were studying world 
religions and their development. They were comparing 
the great religions of the world and how they shaped the 
world as we know it today. One of the tasks assigned 
to me as the teacher substitute was to share an answer 
key about the differences between Christianity, Islam, 
Judaism, Hinduism, and Buddhism. Who started each 
religion? What texts do each rely on? What is their basic 
understanding of God? What is a synopsis of their core 
beliefs? It was an opportunity for me to clearly explain 
the Christian belief that Jesus was the Son of God 
crucified and risen from the dead as well as the concept 
of justification by grace through faith compared to the 
works-based doctrines of other religions. When the 
teacher whose class I was covering returned from his 
meeting and entered the classroom in the middle of my 
presentation and listened for a few moments, I asked if 
he wanted to take over. His comment was, “Not at all. 
Continue. You’re doing great!” And I saw him taking 
notes for his remaining classes.

While care must be taken not to proselytize in the 
public school, I have had numerous opportunities to 
witness. Being in a public school instructional setting, 
there are boundaries that I cannot cross. I cannot teach 
Christian belief and biblical values in the same way I 
might in a Bible class or Confirmation class. But I can 
explain things in an objective, comparative way as 
when I was subbing in the World History class.

Then there was the Advanced Stagecraft class. There 
were seven students. Since I wasn’t expected by the 
teacher or the students to teach them acting skills, we sat 
around and chatted—after they had finished a practice 
session of swordplay with swimming pool noodles. 
One of them asked me about the book I had written1.  I 
asked him how he had heard about it. He told me that 
he had come across it in the school library, which has 
a copy. Another student told me he had bought it on 
Amazon and asked if would I sign his copy.

Since the book was about the hardest questions 
I’ve been asked as a pastor, his question was: “What 
is the hardest question you’ve ever been asked?” My 
response was, “The question of suicide has always been 
one that people struggle with. Why does a person take 
his/her own life? What happens to the person in terms 
of the afterlife? How do friends and family get over 
the hurt and the loss and the anger that often follows 
a suicide?” That touched a nerve with several of the 
students who, unfortunately, have known individuals 
who have taken their own lives. After answering their 
various questions, I directed them to the school library 
where they could read for themselves what I wrote 
about suicide and other questions. 

Then came November 30, 2021 when a student 
allegedly began shooting a handgun during passing time 
between classes. Four students died and eight others 
were injured. Having been trained in ALICE2  protocols 
—as all school staff and students are throughout the 
Oxford School District—we immediately entered 
into the procedures that would keep the most students 
safe and free from harm. After securing the room with 
the students under my care, I suggested they use their 
phones to contact parents to let them know that they 
were safe ... and then to let me know what friends in 
other parts of the building might be saying. I, of course, 
texted my wife to let her know that I was safe. 

Many were the prayers that I and others were lifting to 
God during those moments. Many are the prayers that 
are still being prayed now. And many are the prayers 
that will need to be prayed in the weeks, months, and 
years ahead. 

What will be my role as Pastor Kassen, the substitute 
teacher? I do not know. I will follow the Spirit’s direction.

That same evening, I thought back to the Advanced 
Stage Craft class. The conversation had turned to some 
of the silliest questions I’ve ever been asked, such as 

continued on page 19
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The Bible, voted 2018 Oxford High School book of the year.
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GREAT COMMISSION
Photos courtesy of Solid Grounds Ministry

Campus Ministry at Western 
Michigan University
by Elisa L. Schulz

Right next to the campus of Western Michigan University 
(WMU) there is a house where students of varying 

religions and cultures are welcome. Th at former farmhouse is 
the home of Solid Grounds Campus Ministries, affi  liated with 
Zion, Kalamazoo. Rev. Mark Couch has been the pastor there 
since 2001, and he loves working with students and fi nding 
opportunities to get them involved, as well as being able to 
interact and build relationships with the international students.*

Among the things that took place at Solid Grounds in October 
2021 were weekly Monday evening gatherings for music, 
conversation, and community. Pastor Couch is alternating 
Bible Studies with talks on topics of interest for the students. 
One of the things they have discussed, for example, was how 
to support Afghan refugees that are coming into the Kalamazoo 
area. Another hot topic was stress and anxiety, so Couch brought 
in a guest speaker from Desert Streams Christian Counseling to 
address these issues. Th ey also had a guest speaker who was a 
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Outreach to the less fortunate in 
the area is a big part of what Pastor 
Couch does at Solid Grounds. He says 
this gives students a chance to live 
out their faith, and hopefully others 
can see that this is the love of Jesus 
that’s being shown to them.

“

victim of human trafficking as a young girl growing 
up in the Kalamazoo area. She shared her story of 
survival, trauma, and God’s ongoing love and healing 
in her life.

Solid Grounds also participates in a weekly 
fundraiser for victims of human trafficking. They set 
up a table right next to the sidewalk to sell Popeye’s 
sandwich combos. According to Couch, the fundraiser 
has two goals: 1) Raise funds and awareness for 
victims of human trafficking in southwest Michigan 
and 2) interact with WMU students, faculty, and staff. 
Couch said that one group that had been coming more 
frequently to buy sandwiches were the staff who work 
in landscaping and maintenance, an often-forgotten 
group on campus. He asked one of them what he could 
do to support the staff, and the man said, “Prayer 
would be a huge help.” Couch is planning to offer 
opportunities for conversation and prayer inside Solid 
Grounds and, as the weather gets colder, provide a 
warm meal (soup or chili) as well. 

Another group supported by Solid Grounds is 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA), which 
averages around 30 WMU student athletes. Couch 
supports them and connects them with servant 
events. Over the years, WMU athletes involved with 
FCA, along with other WMU students, have served 
as mentors to inner city youth in Kalamazoo, served 
meals at the local Gospel mission, and volunteered 
with Habitat for Humanity.

Outreach to the less fortunate in the area is a big part 
of what Pastor Couch does at Solid Grounds. He says 
this gives students a chance to live out their faith, and 
hopefully others can see that this is the love of Jesus 
that’s being shown to them. 

*Visit encorekalamazoo.com/mark-couch to read a 
full article on Pastor Couch written by Adam Rayes. 

Elisa L. Schulz is a staff writer, copy editor, and 
photographer for the Michigan District, LCMS. She 
is married to Rev. Dr. Charles Schulz (Concordia 
University Ann Arbor) and they have three children.

CAMPUS MINISTRY CONNECT

The Michigan District, LCMS has Campus Ministries available at several universities in the state. 
Visit michigandistrict.org/campusministry to see a list of existing campus ministries. Be sure 
to fill out the form at michigandistrict.org/campusconnect so that a campus pastor can 
reach out to your student.

”
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GREAT COMPASSION
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Flint Mission Network 
Launched on October 31

Photo courtesy of Elisa Schulz Photography
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GREAT COMPASSION

Flint is a big city with real systemic issues. Within 
the past decade there has been some urban renewal, 

but that hasn’t reached the east side, which is still a rough 
neighborhood with food deserts, poverty, gun violence, 
sex traffi  cking, etc. How can the body of Christ lift up 
the cross and proclaim Christ to those who are in need in 
this setting? What does it mean to feed the hungry? What 
does it mean to love and care for people whose entire self-
esteem has been destroyed by traffi  cking? What does it 
mean to share Christ in these situations? Th at’s the current 
reality of Flint mission work.

On Sunday, October 31, a big celebration took place at 
Our Savior Lutheran Church, on the north side of Flint: 
it was the public launch of the Flint Mission Network, an 
umbrella-type organization that encompasses four core 
ministries taking place in Flint: Franklin Avenue Mission, 
Mercy House, and Th e Luke Clinic on the east side, and 
York Avenue Mission on the north side.

Franklin Avenue Mission (FAM) has been around 
for 6 years. Powered by volunteers from many Michigan 
District congregations, it serves meals twice a week and 
distributes personal care products, besides providing 
spiritual care and building the body of Christ in that 
neighborhood. On the dock for 2022 are a new laundromat 
and shower facility, as well as a daycare/preschool.

On the same campus and in partnership with FAM, 
Wellspring Lutheran Services operates Mercy House, 

a transitional home for mothers and their children who 
have struggled with homelessness. Wellspring’s case 
workers help these mothers with whatever they need 
to get to that next step, whether it’s vocational training, 
parenting skills, cooking skills, fi nding daycare, fi nishing 
their GED, etc. Th ey also off er custodial training to help 
people apply for jobs and learn skills that will help them 
fi nd and sustain a job.

� e Luke Clinic (opened November 10) is also located 
on the FAM campus and is fully equipped to provide 
prenatal and infant care to mothers and babies who are 
uninsured. 

York Avenue Mission, housed at Our Savior in Flint, 
has a food pantry program and recently inherited Franklin 
Avenue Mission’s clothes closet.

In November, Michigan District’s Jeff  Heisner 
interviewed Rev. Christian Jones, director of Flint 
Mission Network, and Rachel Siemen, assistant 
director of Flint Mission Network. You can listen to 
the podcast at michigandistrict.org/podcast-episodes/
fl int-mission-network/.

Th e Flint Mission Network is funded in part by the Here 
We Stand campaign’s Innovative Missional Ministry 
Initiative (herewestand.michigandistrict.org). Th ere is 
a constant need for volunteers to keep these ministries 
running smoothly. For more information as to how you 
can help, visit fl intmissionnetwork.org.

michiganintouch.com    7
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HEALTHY WORKERS

Living in Daily Provision
   by James F. Richter

8 January 2022
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It was Monday morning. I was so caught up in 
fi guring out the swirl of the week ahead that I wasn’t 

even seeing the beauty of God’s world around me. I was 
thinking about the appointments, the task list, all that 
needed to be accomplished that week. I was going way 
beyond that task list with swirling anxious thoughts 
about the future, “How in the world are we going to make 
disciples of the seemingly disinterested people of Walker, 
Michigan?”

My wife interrupted my “spin cycle” by simply 
pointing to the beauty of God’s creation. I’m thankful. 
She ministered to me. She made me realize that often I get 
so caught up in the swirl of thinking about the week ahead 
and the future ... that I miss the beauty all around.

Has this ever happened to you?? Have you ever been so 
caught up in the swirl of the day, the week, the mission, 
vision, budget, ... for the next year—that you miss the 
beauty of the day? Have you ever missed giving thanks to 
God for what is right before your eyes TODAY?

Are you a spinner?
Here’s a tell-tale sign that you are a chronic “spinner” just 

like me. You are a “spinner” if your conversation is littered 
with phrases like this: “I never get ahead;” “I always have 
interruptions that keep me from getting my work done;” “I 
didn’t get anywhere today;” “I’ll never get caught up;” “I 
just feel like I’m failing.” Sound familiar? Let me interrupt 
your spin cycle by pointing to God’s BEAUTY. His name 
is Jesus. He saves us from the spin cycle. Not only does He 
forgive His repentant children for worry and idolatry of 
self, He gives us guidance that lifts us out of the spin cycle 
and turns our eyes, hearts, and minds toward the beauty 
and salvation of God. One of the ways Jesus does this is by 
teaching us to pray, “Our Father ...”

Rescue for spinners
Th e whole prayer is rescue for spinners, but I would 

like to simply point you to the beauty of the Fourth 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: “Give us this day our daily 
bread” (Matthew 6:11 ESV; Luke 11:3). I’d also like to 
point a few verses beyond this petition to Jesus’ words 
in Matthew 6:33–34, “But seek fi rst the kingdom of God 

and his righteousness, and all these things will be added 
to you. Th erefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Suffi  cient for the day 
is its own trouble.” 

Th e Fourth Petition is defi nitely about physical bread 
and the daily and immediate needs of the body. Jesus 
teaches often that God’s work is not just spiritual. God’s 
work is very physical. He gives the hungry something to 
eat and the thirsty something to drink and He clothes the 
naked. He teaches us to be people of mercy who do the 
same. BUT this petition is about more than just food and 
water and clothes and shelter. Th is petition is about all our 
daily physical needs and tasks. Listen to what Luther says 
in the Small Cathechism:

“Give us this day our daily bread.”
What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to 

everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but 

we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize 
this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes 
everything that has to do with the support and needs of the 
body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, 
land, animals, money, good, a devout husband or wife, 
devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful 
rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, 
self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful 
neighbors, and the like (CPH 2008, pp. 189–90).

Look at the list carefully. What are you spinning about 
“daily” that is not included in this list? In question 222 in 
the Small Catechism we are asked: “Why does Jesus have 
us say ‘this day’ and ‘daily’?” Th e answer, “Th ese words 
teach us not to be greedy or wasteful or to worry about 
the future but to live contentedly in the confi dence that the 
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continued on page 18
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      He gives us guidance that lifts us 
out of the spin cycle and turns our 
eyes, hearts, and minds toward the 
beauty and salvation of God. “      He gives us guidance that lifts us “      He gives us guidance that lifts us 

”
eyes, hearts, and minds toward the 

”
eyes, hearts, and minds toward the 

of God. ”of God. 
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This new CEF partner focuses on 
grants and services to churches, 
schools, and service organizations, 
while soliciting donations and 
legacy gifts from those who want 
to be sure their generosity will 
be used exclusively to benefit 
Michigan District ministries.

While CEF will continue to provide 
some grants and services, the 
Mighty Fortress Foundation can 
devote 100% of its e orts to serving 
our ministries in these ways. 

“The Kingdom’s Ours Forever” 
The Mighty Fortress Foundation’s 
name comes from the hymn 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”. 
A stanza of this great song tells 
of Jesus’s victory over sin, death, 
and the destructive power of the 
devil. Recall the hymn’s words: 
“The Kingdom’s Ours Forever.” 
This points to what the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation is all about: 
helping to bring the life-changing 
message of Jesus to all who will 
hear and believe in Him. The words 
align with the Foundation’s mission 
statement to “inspire ministries to 
make followers of Jesus.” 

“Think of the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation as a new tool 
bringing new opportunities to 
serve our congregations and 
missions,” says Dr. Ronald Steinke, 
the Foundation’s Board Chairman, 
and a past CEO of CEF. “We’re 
a separate organization, distinct 
from CEF, with our own board 
of directors. This is important to 
both organizations, since CEF is 
structured and regulated in ways 
that limit its ability to carry out 
certain activities.”

Dr. Steinke adds: “With CEF and 
the Mighty Fortress Foundation 

working in partnership, we’ll aim 
to make the whole of our activities 
greater than the sum of the parts.” 

Dr. Steinke is quick to note 
too that the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation’s work in seeking 
donations and legacy gifts will 
not compete with the concurrent 
fundraising e orts of the Michigan 
District. Nor will the foundation 
o er the same kinds of support 
to ministries that the LCMS 
Foundation already provides. 
“Our new Foundation,” he says, 
“is intended to complement these 
ministry partners and the valuable 
functions they perform.”

Have Lasting Kingdom Impact
Look for CEF and the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation to 
coordinate closely in working 
to meet the needs of Michigan 
ministries. The Foundation’s 
innovative grants and services 
will be o ered to the same 
mission-driven constituents that 
CEF continues to serve.

Are you looking for another way 
to see that the Great Commission 
gets carried forward across our 
state? Consider donating to the 
Mighty Fortress Foundation! Your 
gifts are tax deductible, and you 
can be sure that your giving will 
have lasting Kingdom impact.

To learn more, visit the website at
www.MightyFortressFoundation.org.
You can donate to the Foundation 
right there on the site. 

For more information, email
info@mightyfortressfoundation.org 
or call the Foundation at 
734-665-1329. May God guide 
you in your generosity!

Church Extension Fund    Michigan District of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

3773 Geddes Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098    www.mi-cef.org

O�ces: 800-242-3944

The information provided here is not an o�er to sell or a solicitation of an o�er to buy CEF securities. The o�ering of CEF securities is made solely by 
our O�ering Circular. CEF will o�er and sell our securities only in states where authorized. The securities are subject to certain risk factors as described 
in our O�ering Circular. CEF investments are not insured by the FDIC, SIPC, or any other governmental agency.

Since 1901, Church Extension 
Fund has been making loans 
to ministries and providing 
investments to church members. 
At 121 years of age, we can 
humbly say we’ve worked 
e ectively in these core areas 
of our business. Yet we’ve never 
rested on our success. 

Throughout our history, CEF 
has consistently looked for 
new and better ways to serve 
the Michigan District. This was 
again the case when, in 2018, 
our Board of Trustees met to 

establish strategic goals for 
expanding CEF’s ministry. One 
of the board’s ideas was simple: 
to create a way to extend the 
limits of what CEF can do to 
support our ministries and church 
members as they strive to help 
Build the Kingdom.  

Two years later, after varying 
models of governance were 
explored, the CEF board’s 
concept became reality. In 
December 2020, the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation was formed. 

New Foundation Extends CEF’s Ministry 
Through Grants and Congregational Services

FOCUSED on
funding the needs of
Michigan District congregations

2022JANUARY

“With CEF and Mighty 
Fortress Foundation 

working in partnership, 
we’ll aim to make the whole 

of our activities greater 
than the sum of the parts.”

Dr. Ronald Steinke
 Board Chairman, Mighty Fortress 

Foundation

How the 
Foundation Serves
Grant Opportunities
When the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation designs a grant, we 
seek to match our donors’ desires 
to the ministry needs having 
the most impact on Building the 
Kingdom here in Michigan.

Grant opportunities are open to 
churches, schools, and service 
organizations throughout the 
Michigan District. Foundation 
grants are flexible in scope, and 
open at di erent times of year, 
with focus on ministry growth, 
innovation, and outreach.

Congregational Services
Across Michigan there are 
Lutheran churches, schools, and 
service organizations of di erent 
sizes and resources. The Mighty 
Fortress Foundation aims to 
o er services to benefit not just 
some of these ministries, but all 
in our community of faithful.

Services are specifically 
designed to meet the ministry’s 
needs and help them succeed. 
In every case, the Foundation’s 
goal is to make the real work of 
ministry easier. 

The Mighty Fortress Foundation was founded in 2020 as an outgrowth of Church Extension Fund. The Foundation’s focus 
on grants and services now complements CEF’s core work in investments and lending. 
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The Mighty Fortress Foundation’s 
name comes from the hymn 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”. 
A stanza of this great song tells 
of Jesus’s victory over sin, death, 
and the destructive power of the 
devil. Recall the hymn’s words: 
“The Kingdom’s Ours Forever.” 
This points to what the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation is all about: 
helping to bring the life-changing 
message of Jesus to all who will 
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“Think of the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation as a new tool 
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greater than the sum of the parts.” 
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too that the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation’s work in seeking 
donations and legacy gifts will 
not compete with the concurrent 
fundraising e orts of the Michigan 
District. Nor will the foundation 
o er the same kinds of support 
to ministries that the LCMS 
Foundation already provides. 
“Our new Foundation,” he says, 
“is intended to complement these 
ministry partners and the valuable 
functions they perform.”

Have Lasting Kingdom Impact
Look for CEF and the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation to 
coordinate closely in working 
to meet the needs of Michigan 
ministries. The Foundation’s 
innovative grants and services 
will be o ered to the same 
mission-driven constituents that 
CEF continues to serve.

Are you looking for another way 
to see that the Great Commission 
gets carried forward across our 
state? Consider donating to the 
Mighty Fortress Foundation! Your 
gifts are tax deductible, and you 
can be sure that your giving will 
have lasting Kingdom impact.

To learn more, visit the website at
www.MightyFortressFoundation.org.
You can donate to the Foundation 
right there on the site. 

For more information, email
info@mightyfortressfoundation.org 
or call the Foundation at 
734-665-1329. May God guide 
you in your generosity!
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Since 1901, Church Extension 
Fund has been making loans 
to ministries and providing 
investments to church members. 
At 121 years of age, we can 
humbly say we’ve worked 
e ectively in these core areas 
of our business. Yet we’ve never 
rested on our success. 

Throughout our history, CEF 
has consistently looked for 
new and better ways to serve 
the Michigan District. This was 
again the case when, in 2018, 
our Board of Trustees met to 

establish strategic goals for 
expanding CEF’s ministry. One 
of the board’s ideas was simple: 
to create a way to extend the 
limits of what CEF can do to 
support our ministries and church 
members as they strive to help 
Build the Kingdom.  

Two years later, after varying 
models of governance were 
explored, the CEF board’s 
concept became reality. In 
December 2020, the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation was formed. 

New Foundation Extends CEF’s Ministry 
Through Grants and Congregational Services

FOCUSED on
funding the needs of
Michigan District congregations

2022JANUARY

“With CEF and Mighty 
Fortress Foundation 

working in partnership, 
we’ll aim to make the whole 

of our activities greater 
than the sum of the parts.”

Dr. Ronald Steinke
 Board Chairman, Mighty Fortress 

Foundation

How the 
Foundation Serves
Grant Opportunities
When the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation designs a grant, we 
seek to match our donors’ desires 
to the ministry needs having 
the most impact on Building the 
Kingdom here in Michigan.

Grant opportunities are open to 
churches, schools, and service 
organizations throughout the 
Michigan District. Foundation 
grants are flexible in scope, and 
open at di erent times of year, 
with focus on ministry growth, 
innovation, and outreach.

Congregational Services
Across Michigan there are 
Lutheran churches, schools, and 
service organizations of di erent 
sizes and resources. The Mighty 
Fortress Foundation aims to 
o er services to benefit not just 
some of these ministries, but all 
in our community of faithful.

Services are specifically 
designed to meet the ministry’s 
needs and help them succeed. 
In every case, the Foundation’s 
goal is to make the real work of 
ministry easier. 

The Mighty Fortress Foundation was founded in 2020 as an outgrowth of Church Extension Fund. The Foundation’s focus 
on grants and services now complements CEF’s core work in investments and lending. 
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This new CEF partner focuses on 
grants and services to churches, 
schools, and service organizations, 
while soliciting donations and 
legacy gifts from those who want 
to be sure their generosity will 
be used exclusively to benefit 
Michigan District ministries.

While CEF will continue to provide 
some grants and services, the 
Mighty Fortress Foundation can 
devote 100% of its e orts to serving 
our ministries in these ways. 

“The Kingdom’s Ours Forever” 
The Mighty Fortress Foundation’s 
name comes from the hymn 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”. 
A stanza of this great song tells 
of Jesus’s victory over sin, death, 
and the destructive power of the 
devil. Recall the hymn’s words: 
“The Kingdom’s Ours Forever.” 
This points to what the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation is all about: 
helping to bring the life-changing 
message of Jesus to all who will 
hear and believe in Him. The words 
align with the Foundation’s mission 
statement to “inspire ministries to 
make followers of Jesus.” 

“Think of the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation as a new tool 
bringing new opportunities to 
serve our congregations and 
missions,” says Dr. Ronald Steinke, 
the Foundation’s Board Chairman, 
and a past CEO of CEF. “We’re 
a separate organization, distinct 
from CEF, with our own board 
of directors. This is important to 
both organizations, since CEF is 
structured and regulated in ways 
that limit its ability to carry out 
certain activities.”

Dr. Steinke adds: “With CEF and 
the Mighty Fortress Foundation 

working in partnership, we’ll aim 
to make the whole of our activities 
greater than the sum of the parts.” 

Dr. Steinke is quick to note 
too that the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation’s work in seeking 
donations and legacy gifts will 
not compete with the concurrent 
fundraising e orts of the Michigan 
District. Nor will the foundation 
o er the same kinds of support 
to ministries that the LCMS 
Foundation already provides. 
“Our new Foundation,” he says, 
“is intended to complement these 
ministry partners and the valuable 
functions they perform.”

Have Lasting Kingdom Impact
Look for CEF and the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation to 
coordinate closely in working 
to meet the needs of Michigan 
ministries. The Foundation’s 
innovative grants and services 
will be o ered to the same 
mission-driven constituents that 
CEF continues to serve.

Are you looking for another way 
to see that the Great Commission 
gets carried forward across our 
state? Consider donating to the 
Mighty Fortress Foundation! Your 
gifts are tax deductible, and you 
can be sure that your giving will 
have lasting Kingdom impact.

To learn more, visit the website at
www.MightyFortressFoundation.org.
You can donate to the Foundation 
right there on the site. 

For more information, email
info@mightyfortressfoundation.org 
or call the Foundation at 
734-665-1329. May God guide 
you in your generosity!
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of our business. Yet we’ve never 
rested on our success. 

Throughout our history, CEF 
has consistently looked for 
new and better ways to serve 
the Michigan District. This was 
again the case when, in 2018, 
our Board of Trustees met to 

establish strategic goals for 
expanding CEF’s ministry. One 
of the board’s ideas was simple: 
to create a way to extend the 
limits of what CEF can do to 
support our ministries and church 
members as they strive to help 
Build the Kingdom.  

Two years later, after varying 
models of governance were 
explored, the CEF board’s 
concept became reality. In 
December 2020, the Mighty 
Fortress Foundation was formed. 
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“With CEF and Mighty 
Fortress Foundation 

working in partnership, 
we’ll aim to make the whole 

of our activities greater 
than the sum of the parts.”

Dr. Ronald Steinke
 Board Chairman, Mighty Fortress 

Foundation

How the 
Foundation Serves
Grant Opportunities
When the Mighty Fortress 
Foundation designs a grant, we 
seek to match our donors’ desires 
to the ministry needs having 
the most impact on Building the 
Kingdom here in Michigan.

Grant opportunities are open to 
churches, schools, and service 
organizations throughout the 
Michigan District. Foundation 
grants are flexible in scope, and 
open at di erent times of year, 
with focus on ministry growth, 
innovation, and outreach.

Congregational Services
Across Michigan there are 
Lutheran churches, schools, and 
service organizations of di erent 
sizes and resources. The Mighty 
Fortress Foundation aims to 
o er services to benefit not just 
some of these ministries, but all 
in our community of faithful.

Services are specifically 
designed to meet the ministry’s 
needs and help them succeed. 
In every case, the Foundation’s 
goal is to make the real work of 
ministry easier. 

The Mighty Fortress Foundation was founded in 2020 as an outgrowth of Church Extension Fund. The Foundation’s focus 
on grants and services now complements CEF’s core work in investments and lending. 
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Better Together Monograph: 
How Christians can be a 
Welcome Influence in Their 
Neighborhoods

Th is book seeks to under-
stand Christians who love their 
neighbors and their neighborhoods and want to make a 
diff erence right where they live. 

Looking for a fun way of getting to know your neigh-
bors and neighborhood better? Try playing a game of 
Neighborhood Bingo!
LHM Online Course

Th e Love Thy Neighborhood online course will help 
you get to know your neighbors and love them not just 
with words but also with deeds. 
Booklets for Children

Encourage your Preschool -grade 3 children to love 
their neighbors and take care of them through the rhym-
ing booklet, I Love My Neighborhood. Th e Precious in 
His Sight booklet will show children how we should be 
mindful and respectful of differences in others.

For more information on these resources, visit lhm.org.

LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE
LHM and the Barna Group Resources for Effective Outreach
Better Together Study

Barna Group undertook this study to learn more about 
the types of people who are taking initiative in their 
communities to meet needs around them. Better Together,
the latest report in an ongoing research partnership with 
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM), seeks to understand 
Christians who love their neighborhoods of their own 
volition, even outside of professional obligation or the 
formal structure of ministry programs.

Learn how to love your neighbors and your neighbor-
hood with the new Better Together Kit fi lled with tools that 
will help you make a diff erence in your own community.
The Hopeful Neighborhood: What Happens When 
Christians Pursue the Common Good

Are you tired of hearing people dismiss the church as 
an irrelevant relic? In Th e Hopeful Neighborhood, author 
Don Everts explores an exciting reality that is revealed in 
Scripture, shown throughout history, and confi rmed with 
research from Barna and LHM: when Christians pursue 
the common good of the neighborhood, the world notices. 

Th e Hopeful Neighborhood Field Guide walks you 
through a simple, powerful process for blessing your own 
neighborhood. 
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Here We Stand

A “By the Numbers” look at the Here We Stand Campaign
                                                 (through December 1, 2021)
$9,007,005.07  Total campaign gifts, pledges, and goals 
$8,805,813.79  Cash received which includes $700,000 CEF Matching Funds
$144,511.06  Outstanding commitments (pledges)
1,629   Total Contributors
1,452   Individual Contributors
177   Congregations Contributing
50.3%   % of Michigan District Congregations currently participating

$1,600,862.58  Total given/pledged for Professional Church Worker Scholarships
$3,917,214.64  Total given/pledged for Innovative Missional Ministry
$1,254,843.62  Total given/pledged for Michigan District Endowment
$2,177,404.00  Total given/pledged for International Ministries

Bible verse: Psalm 71:17–18
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. So even to old age 
and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to 
all those to come.”

herewestand.michigandistrict.org

CONVENTION NEWS

IMPORTANT DATES
January 31, 2022       Circuit Forums must be conducted before this date
February 26, 2022       Deadline for all nominations, reports, and overtures
May 14, 2022  Floor Committee meetings

    May 23, 2022 
Metro East Regional Meeting

    Bethany, Detroit
 Metro West Regional Meeting
    Christ Our Savior, Livonia
    May 30, 2022

West Region Regional Meeting
    St. Matthew, Grand Rapids
 North & East Regional Meeting
    St. John, Pinconning

June 26-28, 2022       Michigan District Convention

michigandistrict.org/convention
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News and Events

Grandparenting Simulcast at St. Mark, Flint
This past October, over 5,000 people around the United 

States joined St. Mark, Flint, the only church in Michigan 
to host the Legacy Grandparent Summit Simulcast from 
Birmingham, Ala. Christian grandparents came from all 
over Michigan, including Ann Arbor, Macomb, and South 
Haven; Ontario, Canada; and more. As grandparents, we 
want nothing more than to see our grandchildren live in 
God’s grace with a vibrant, sincere faith. 

“While the stats are discouraging, the mountaintop 
experience at the simulcast in October delivered speakers 
who inspired all, a mantra of urgency, ideas which are 
practical, and my grandparent heart was fueled!  We 
have joined the ranks of being intentional Christian 
grandparents!” shared Rev. Gary and Valerie Beck. 
“Imagine asking your grandchild, ‘What do you believe 
that you don’t think I believe?’ If you had the face of each 
precious grandchild on a mug, could you share with 
them that you prayed over them through a text, a call, a 

Lutheran Singles Association Conference
Lutherans Singles Association is holding its biennial 

conference at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in 
Pewaukee Wisc., June 2–5, 2022. Full cost for conference 
is $185/non-member, $170/member and includes meals, 
entertainment, and program costs. The cost does not 
include lodging or breakfast. 

Keynote speakers include Rev. Daniel Hudson and 
Rev. Michael Pfingsten. A registration flyer can be 
downloaded at facebook.com/groups/LutheranSingles. 
For more information, send an email to lsaconference@
lsalcms.org or call 262.336.6631.

Leading the Pandemic Generation Event
The global Covid-19 pandemic 

brought challenges that no one 
could have predicted. Millions 
were infected worldwide. Jobs 
were lost. Economies stalled. 
During these very public 
problems, however, a silent and 
hidden crisis emerged in our 
youngest population.

This group of students now 
faces three major challenges including stalled futures, 
increased levels of stress and anxiety, and confusion 
about what happens next.

On, Saturday, March 19 from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m., Dr. 
Tim Elmore will be sharing his knowledge to equip 
educators, coaches, leaders, parents, and other adults 
to impart practical life and leadership skills to young 
adults that will help them navigate through life. General 
admission is $50/person, $20 student. Teachers who 
attend are eligible for Title 2 Reimbursement and State 
Continuing Education Clock Hours (SCECHs). For more 
information, or to register, visit oursaviorlansing.org/
elmore. 

Refreshing Relationships through Christ-
centered professional Counseling 

Trinity Christian Counseling opened its new loca-
tion at 36405 Harper Avenue in Clinton Township, 
Mich. Founded in 2015 and operated by Trinity, Clinton 
Township, this center offers a wide variety of counseling 
services based on life stages and ages.

Five state licensed clinicians serve the local commu-
nities in Macomb County with appointments offered 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.–7 p.m. Clients can 
select from in-person and video or telephone sessions. 
Many insurance plans are accepted including Medicare 
and Medicaid along with private pay. 

For more information, send an email to counseling@
trinityct.org, call 586.468.0401, or visit trinityct.org/
counseling.

note after your morning coffee? When we have the rare 
opportunity to tuck one in bed, we now say the Aaronic 
blessing over them.”

For two days, speakers from around the country hit topics 
such as long-distance grandparenting, how to grandparent 
when the relationship with the parents is not stellar, the power 
of a praying grandparent, shaping the biblical worldview of 
grandchildren, and more. David Greene, CEO of Hobby 
Lobby, Ken Davis, motivational speaker and comedian, 
and Valerie Bell, CEO of Awana Clubs International, joined 
Dave Pendelton, Fernando Ortega, Scott Wesley Brown, 
and many others for a truly rich experience.

With 100% attendees committing to return, mark your 
calendars for October 20-21, 2022. Registration opens in 
July at legacycoalition.com. 

Grandparents are in a unique position of influence. For 
more information, contact Rose Ferguson at stmarkmfl@
sbcglobal.net.
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The Luke Clinic Welcomed at Franklin Avenue Mission
Like 

Rev. Jones, 
Penny 
Armbruster, 
the 
Executive 
Director of 
Th e Luke 
Clinic, was thrilled to see this take place. She has been work-
ing for the past two years to make sure the clinic can thrive 
in Flint and the mission can prosper. Whether it’s the eff ects 
of lead in the water, or maybe a lack of access to mental 
health, Armbruster said there could be several reasons for 
the high infant mortality rate. “Despite having a wonder-
ful hospital system here, we have run across people who are 
clearly disenfranchised with the medical system and don’t 
really have hope of getting the medical care they need,”
Armbruster said. “Th ey are just used to arriving at the ER 
and delivering without the prenatal care they need.”

Th e Luke Clinic will work to fi ll in those gaps. Armbruster 
feels blessed to have already formed partnerships in the 
community. She said, “Th ere are so many people who are 
coming in and coming alongside and stepping up just to say, 
‘Let us walk through this with you, you are not on your own 
anymore. How can we help and what do you need?’”
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With so much blight throughout Flint’s Eastside, 
abandoned and burned down homes feel like the norm. 
Drive-by shootings have become commonplace. Flint is 
a city that has an extraordinary number of needs. Th ey 
also have an infant mortality rate that nearly doubles 
the state of Michigan’s average of 6.6 deaths per 1,000 
infants. Twice as many babies are dying in Flint as 
opposed to babies nationwide. Now, Th e Luke Clinic is 
off ering some hope to mothers and babies.

With a successful program already entrenched in Detroit’s 
Westside at Family of God, Th e Luke Clinic is partnering 
with the Flint Mission Network to off er free health and 
prenatal care to mothers and babies in the community. Th ey 
will serve twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. 
As in Detroit, the clinic is equipped with the highest quality 
health care workers, providing relationship-based services 
and compassion to the mothers and babies.

Earlier this month, Rev. Christian Jones, Pastor at 
Franklin Avenue Mission and Executive Director of the 
Flint Mission Network, led a dedication service and bless-
ing to welcome the clinic to Flint. After a couple years of 
planning, Rev. Jones was very excited to see this happen. 
“Bringing this kind of medical care, especially from 
University of Michigan and Hurley Hospital, and having it 
accessible to moms and families, that’s incredible,” he said.
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Special Recognition

2021 Educators of the Year
Every year educators from around our District are nominated for annual awards recognizing the outstanding teachers, 

directors, and principals we have serving our Lutheran schools. The five recipients in 2021 are dedicated, spirit-filled 
educators that the Good Lord has used to be a blessing in the lives of so many students and families. We thank God for 
the impact they are having every day and for all our educators across the state. Congratulations to all these individuals!

Doug Guenther – High School Teacher of the Year

Doug has blessed Lutheran Valley High School 
in Saginaw for many years. The following are some 
comments shared by those that nominated him: 

In his 38th year of teaching in Lutheran schools and he 
continues to reinvent his classroom to be what students 
most need now ... I so appreciate his willingness to try 
new things and to participate in professional development 
activities that are designed to benefit students. 

When things get really tough (like 9/11 or the death 
of a student), Doug is the one we go to for a schoolwide 
chapel message as he has a true gift in being able to share 
God’s peace and comfort with all of us. 

He has devoted his life to sharing the Gospel and 
educating young minds and provides an important 
example for younger teachers. 

Doug’s ministry to the students, staff, and families at 
Valley is one that should be celebrated.

Justin Garcia – K-8 Teacher of the Year

Justin serves at St. Paul, Bay City. It is our privilege to 
recognize him as the 2021 Michigan District K-8 Teacher 
of the Year. The following are some comments shared by 
those that nominated Justin:

Mr. Garcia goes above and beyond in education and 
professionalism. He is innovative in his education style. 
He challenges his students and supports them with the 
necessary tools they need to excel ... he models a Christ-
like attitude in everything he does. 

He is a gifted teacher who serves with a humble heart. 
That is what makes his ministry so impactful for the 
students in his classroom ... St. Paul is a better place 
because of how God is using Mr. Garcia.

We are thankful for Justin’s work both inside and 
outside of the classroom, and we look forward to hearing 
how Justin continues to have a powerful impact on those 
he has been called to serve! 

Kristi Hill – Early Childhood Director of the Year

We are blessed with many early childhood centers 
throughout the Michigan District, and they all have 
administrators that play a vital role in the success of 
Lutheran education. Each year we lift up an outstanding 
director who exemplifies what it means to be a servant 
leader. Kristi Hill serves at Community, Flat Rock’s 
Creative Learning Early Preschool/Daycare. The following 
are some comments shared during the nomination process:

This woman is the picture of an Amazing Director ... Boss 
... Friend! She defines the saying, “I have your back!” 

Kristi has such a big heart for her staff and all the 
children and families involved in our school ... even outside 
as well as past families that have gone through our school. 

Her leadership during difficult times has been 
tremendous; she has been the consistent rock for our 
ministry. 

Congratulations, Kristi!
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Marianne Dougherty – Early Childhood Teacher of the Year

Marianne Dougherty serves at Holy Cross, Onaway. 
The following are some comments shared by those that 
nominated Marianne:

Very dedicated. She is committed to offering guidance 
to every child at the school. She enjoys helping the 
preschoolers develop into students that will someday 
reach their full potential. 

She sees needs and finds solutions. She helps her 
students and their families and finds time to help those 
in need in the community. She is extremely organized 
and is held in the highest regard by all with whom she 
comes in contact. 

She is so very patient with the children and shares her 
love of God with them every day! 

It is evident that Marianne’s ministry to the students, 
staff, and families at Holy Cross is one that should be 
celebrated.

Matthew Dummann – Principal of the Year

Matthew Dummann serves at Guardian, Dearborn. He 
is an outstanding principal who exemplifies what it means 
to be a servant leader. The following are some comments 
shared during the nomination process: 

Mr. Dummann navigated our staff and school through 
a very challenging year with patience and grace. His 
knowledge and expertise about COVID-19 kept us safe 
and in school! 

The one thing that makes Matthew Dummann stand 
out among other principals is his tireless work ethic. 
He works till the job is done. He does not settle for good 
enough. He does not go in unprepared ... During this time 
our enrollment has risen, we have solidified our vision for 
the future, and we are better able to face the future. 

We are thankful for Matt’s leadership over the years. 

At the end of February 2022, nominations will open for 
these annual awards.

Renee Taden has retired after 23 years serving as secretary at St. 
Paul, Coldwater. The congregation gives thanks for her faithful service 
and prays for her to enjoy this new season of life. 
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Lord will give us what we need” 
(Luther’s Small Catechism with 
Explanation, 2008). Friends, the 
risen Lord will give us what we 
need “daily” (and leftovers! John 
6:12). “Cast all your anxieties 
on Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

Jesus invites us to “live contentedly in the confidence 
that HE will give us what we need” DAILY. This word 
DAILY unleashes mighty Gospel power in our hearts.

“Daily” calls us to FAITH and RELATIONSHIP and 
FREEDOM

With the word “daily,” Jesus calls us to the freedom 
of depending on our Father and not the stress of 
depending on our own strength or what we have stored 
up. The parable of the rich fool teaches us that “daily 
dependence” is much safer than managing to spin 
yourself to independent wealth and success (Luke 
12:13–21). “Daily” dependence on Jesus is the relational 
call of our Baptism. Our Baptism points to our beautiful 
Savior and calls us to die to our self and our agenda and 
rise in the victorious Jesus, Who will surely provide for 
our daily needs in all of life. This is true freedom.

“Daily” sets us free to GIVE
When we worry about tomorrow we aren’t so free to 

joyfully give our time, talents, and treasures TODAY. 
We ration our time, talents, and treasures in accord with 
our future plans. Future plans are good and an important 
part of stewardship, but future plans are always servant to 
what the LORD has planned for us DAILY. The brother of 
our Lord, James, whose plans were changed by a surprise 
visit from his risen Brother would agree. “Instead you 
ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 
that’” (James 4:15). 

“Daily” sets us free to GIVE. Do you remember the story 
of the widow’s mite? (Mark 12:41–44) What enabled the 
widow to lovingly GIVE ALL SHE HAD? She was living 
in a trust relationship with the LORD. The widow knew the 
mite she gave was not what sustained her. The mite she had 
would not secure her future. She knew the LORD, Who 
provided the mite for “her today,” would provide for “her 
tomorrow.” DAILY sets the redeemed free to give. The 
Father who gave us His first and best in His Son enables 
us to live DAILY as people of GRACE. We are free to give 
all our time, talents, and treasures today because the Father 
who gave His Son up for us all will also, certainly, give us 
what we need tomorrow.

continued from page 9Daily Bread
“Daily” frees us to see the risen Jesus walking among 
us today

Do you remember the story of the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13–35)? They were spinning 
so incessantly about what would happen with the “Jesus 
movement” tomorrow that they almost missed Jesus 
walking with them TODAY. The risen Lord Jesus walks 
among His children still! We see Him in the freshness 
of our Baptism as we DAILY die and rise through Him. 
We see Him in “the breaking of the bread” as often as we 
celebrate The Lord’s Supper. Our hearts burn within us 
as we read, hear, and meditate on the Word of God. We 
see Him in the mutual conversation and consolation of 
the brethren when two or three or more are gathered in 
the name of Jesus. Jesus is walking among us TODAY. 
“Daily” sets us free to see Him and join Him in His Great 
Commission work all around us.

“Daily” sets us free to see what Jesus is doing in the 
“interruption”

Do you remember the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1–
10)? Messianic hopes and the coming of the kingdom 
are filling the hearts of Jesus’ followers. There’s a large 
expectant crowd all around Jesus as He reaches Jericho. 
The crowd has dropped everything to walk with Jesus. 
They have big plans for the day. Their minds are spinning 
with all that will happen as the Son of David ascends on 
the road from Jericho to Jerusalem—the City of the King. 
Jesus interrupts their spinning. He walks away from the 
crowd and peers up into a sycamore tree at a sinner. He 
says to the short chief tax collector perched in the tree in 
an attempt to get a peek at Him, “Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house TODAY!” The 
parade of spinning is stopped. I wonder if this happens 
to us on a daily basis. I wonder if the risen Jesus Whom 
we follow is still stopping along the way so that sinners 
can meet Him. That day in Jericho, when the crowd’s 
plans and expectations were interrupted and Zacchaeus 
met Jesus, the population of heaven increased and the 
population of hell was decreased. It all happened because 
of an interruption. The Son of man is still seeking to save 
the lost. “Daily” sets us free to be part of what Jesus is 
doing in the “interruption.”

Our Father, give us this day our daily bread. AMEN!
Rev. James F. Richter is the Michigan District, LCMS 

Missionary At Large to the Grand Rapids area.
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the supposed rock God might 
create that he himself couldn’t 
lift and the number of angels 
that might fit on a fictional 
pinhead. At the mention of 
angels, one student shared that 
she regularly sensed the presence of her guardian angel 
and how comforting that was to her. What came to mind 
that night was that her guardian angel—along with 
many others—was most assuredly present at Oxford 
High School on November 30, 2021 watching over and 
protecting more than 1,800 students and teachers. 

And I prayed my favorite prayer: “Lord God, You have 
called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading 
us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” 

I am enjoying my retirement and my work as a substi-
tute teacher. This Great Commission opportunity is not 
one I had seen coming my way as I retired from full-time 
pastoral ministry. But it is one that has helped fill my 
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continued from page 3The Great Commission
extra time and fulfill God’s plan for me in ministry and 
for those in the classrooms He sends me to teach.

Rev. John E. Kassen served congregations in New 
York and was a missionary at large in Philadelphia, 
Penn. and Rochester, Mich. He served Living Word, 
Rochester (1994–2016) and Prince of Peace, Ortonville 
for five years as an Intentional Interim Pastor prior to 
retiring in 2021.

1 “Life’s Most Difficult Questions: The Hardest Questions I’ve Been 
Asked as a Pastor,” by Rev. John Kassen, 50/50 Pr Press, LLC, 2019.

2 A.L.I.C.E stands for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate. 
More information is available online.

The information provided here is 
not an o�er to sell or a solicitation 
of an o�er to buy CEF securities. 
The o�ering of CEF securities 
is made solely by our O�ering 
Circular. CEF will o�er and sell 
our securities only in states where 
authorized. The securities are 
subject to certain risk factors as 
described in our O�ering Circular. 
CEF investments are not insured 
by the FDIC, SIPC, or any other 
governmental agency.

O ce: 
800-242-3944

24/7 Interest Rates: 
800-232-7313

Website:
www.mi-cef.org

“CEF is so respected in the 
lending industry that when 
the school talked to local 
banks to satisfy due diligence 
on the loan, the lenders told 
them there was no way they 
could beat CEF’s rates and 
didn’t even offer a quote.”
–   John Brandt,

Executive Director at
Valley Lutheran High, Saginaw

Your Investment 
Builds Schools
When you invest with Church Extension 
Fund your investment helps to renovate 
and build churches and schools, just 
like Valley Lutheran High, Saginaw.
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Please check the District website for the latest updates and 
detailed information as COVID-19 concerns continue. 

michigandistrict.org/events

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

JANUARY 2022
14–15 Quest Winter Retreat
    Northwest University, Midland
18 Board of Directors
    St. Luke, Ann Arbor
23–29 National Lutheran Schools Week

FEBRUARY 2022
3–4 Principals and Early Childhood Directors 
 Snow Tire Conference
    Martin Luther High School, Lansing
5 Michigan District Theological Conference
    Our Savior, Lansing
26 Pre-Retirement Conference
    Holy Cross, Flushing

MARCH 2022
2 Ash Wednesday
4–6 State Basketball Tournament
    Concordia University and St. Paul, Ann Arbor
15 Board of Directors
    St. Luke, Ann Arbor

APRIL 2022
1–3 The Katie
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City
10 Palm Sunday
14 Maundy Thursday
15 Good Friday
    District Office Closed
17 Easter
23 Metro East Regional Meeting
    Bethany, Detroit
23 Metro West Regional Meeting
    Christ Our Savior, Livonia
24–26 Office Personnel Conference
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City
30 West Region Regional Meeting
    St. Matthew, Grand Rapids
30 North & East Regional Meeting
    St. John, Pinconning

Called Home
Block, Richard
Grigg, Pauline
Marxhausen, Gary
Nightlinger, Cathy
Pfefferle, Kathie

A complete up-to-date listing 
of Calls and Vacancies can be 
found at michigandistrict.org.

Calls Accepted
Rev. Kirk Abatelli (Oak Ridge, TN) to St. Mark, Saginaw
Rev. John Bookshaw (Big Rapids, MI) to IIM, Bethlehem, Lewiston
Mr. Franklin Dohanyos (Waterford, MI) to SMP, St. Augustine, Troy
Mr. Scott Faith (Norton Shores, MI) to SMP, St. Mark, Norton Shores
Rev. John Hile (Howell, MI) to Epic, Shelby Township (English District)
Rev. Jared Nies (Perham, MN) to Senior Pastor, St. Paul, Lapeer.
Mr. Henry Pahlkotter II (Saginaw, MI) to SMP, Peace, Saginaw 
Rev. Kurt Wenzelburger (Grand Haven, MI) to Senior Pastor, St. Peter   
     Macomb

Transferred Out of District
Rev. David Boedecker (Washington, MO) to Missouri District

Called Home
Rev. Albert Bahr 
Rev. Thomas Bye
Rev. Gerald Schudlich
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