
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

May I be one of the fi rst to wish you and your family a 
blessed advent and a most joyous Christmas. 

Let me continue by sharing a Latin phrase with you: “Esse 
quam videri,” meaning, “to be rather than to seem.” Perhaps 
a better translation of this phrase would be, “if it seems 
too good to be true, it probably is.” This may seem like an 
unusual way to begin my annual Christmas Appeal letter, but 
please allow me to explain. 

Friends, the Michigan District is blessed to have several 
Innovative Missional Ministries. These ministries 
understand—and strive to meet—the needs of their 
rural and urban communities and the most vulnerable of 
people in them. They do so, even today, because of their 
continual, prayerful adaptation to engage the ever-changing 
environment around them. This was most evident during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when what was previously working 
well needed to be modifi ed or changed completely—
sometimes very quickly—to meet a new community need.    

It is because of their ability to react and respond consistently 
in love that these Innovative Missional Ministries were able to 
remain relevant in the exact moment in which they serve. 
These ministries became—and remain—truly vital to their 
communities. They had “to be” to remain relevant to those they 
serve today. If they were “to only seem” relevant by doing what 
they had done in the past during these turbulent times, these 
ministries would have run the risk of falling short of meeting 
the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of everyone whom 
God loves—especially “the least of these” (Matthew25:40).

Great examples of this are the numerous outreach 
opportunities within our Acts 2 Enterprise (A2E) urban 
ministries in Detroit, Flint, Pontiac, Benton Harbor, and Grand 
Rapids. As the environment changed, the ministries adapted, 
pivoted, did whatever was necessary—sometimes uniquely 
in each of these locations—to faithfully serve and minister to 
their constituents and their communities.  
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2021 Christmas Appeal 

            President Maier, I would like to invest in Innovative Missional Ministry!
Enclosed is my tax deductible gift of :
Please designate my gift to:
The Here We Stand Campaign also has three other initiatives that would benefi t from your support.

$1,000 $500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other
Innovative Missional Ministry

Professional Church Workers Scholarships Endowment Fund International Ministry

Name

Address

Phone Number

Congregation/City

Credit Card Number                 Expiration Date

Signature                                                Date

City State Zip 

(MasterCard, Visa, Discover, American Express, Diners Club)

Cardholder’s Name (as it appears on the card)

Email

Billing Address (if different from above)

By signing this form, the card holder is authorizing the Michigan District, LCMS to debit their card.

Please make checks payable to Michigan District, LCMS or provide credit card information below. Return completed form and check (if applicable) in the en-
closed envelope. 

Attn: Development Department
Michigan District, LCMS
3773 Geddes Road
Ann Arbor, MI  48105

Donate online at 
michigandistrict.org\christmasappeal or
return to: 




