2021 Christmas Appeal

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

May I be one of the first to wish you and your family a
blessed advent and a most joyous Christmas.

Let me continue by sharing a Latin phrase with you: “Esse
quam videri,” meaning, “to be rather than to seem.” Perhaps
a better translation of this phrase would be, “if'it seems

too good to be true, it probably is.” This may seem like an
unusual way to begin my annual Christmas Appeal letter, but
please allow me to explain.

Friends, the Michigan District is blessed to have several
Innovative Missional Ministries. These ministries
understand—and strive to meet—the needs of their

rural and urban communities and the most vulnerable of
people in them. They do so, even today, because of their
continual, prayerful adaptation to engage the ever-changing
environment around them. This was most evident during the
COVID-19 pandemic, when what was previously working
well needed to be modified or changed completely—
sometimes very quickly—to meet a new community need.

It is because of their ability to react and respond consistently

in love that these Innovative Missional Ministries were able to
remain relevant in the exact moment in which they serve.
These ministries became—and remain—truly vital to their
communities. They had “¢o be” to remain relevant to those they
serve today. If they were “to only seem” relevant by doing what
they had done in the past during these turbulent times, these
ministries would have run the risk of falling short of meeting
the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of everyone whom
God loves—especially “the least of these” (Matthew25:40).

Great examples of this are the numerous outreach
opportunities within our Acts 2 Enterprise (A2E) urban
ministries in Detroit, Flint, Pontiac, Benton Harbor, and Grand
Rapids. As the environment changed, the ministries adapted,
pivoted, did whatever was necessary—sometimes uniquely

in each of these locations—to faithfully serve and minister to
their constituents and their communities.
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)% President Maier, | would like to invest in Innovative Missional Ministry!

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift of : [ ]$1,000 []$500 [ 1$250 [ ]$100 [1$50 []$25 [ ]Other

Please designate my gift to: [|Innovative Missional Ministry
The Here We Stand Campaign also has three other initiatives that would benefit from your support.
[ ] Professional Church Workers Scholarships [ ] Endowment Fund [ ] International Ministry

Name Phone Number
Address Email
City State Zip Congregation/City

Please make checks payable to Michigan District, LCMS or provide credit card information below. Return completed form and check (if applicable) in the en-
closed envelope.

Credit Card Number Expiration Date
(MasterCard, Visa, Discover, American Express, Diners Club)

Billing Address (if different from above)

Donate online at
michigandistrict.org\christmasappeal or

Cardholder’'s Name (as it appears on the card) return to: Attn: Devel  Devartment
n: bevelopmen epartmen
Michigan District, LCMS

Signature : - ____Date P 3773 Geddes Road
By signing this form, the card holder is authorizing the Michigan District, LCMS to debit their card. Ann Arbor, Ml 48105




Even more importantly, they were able to continue sharing Jesus by
delivering the Gospel to many children, families, and individuals. The
saved were discipled and the lost learned they have a Savior.

I am very thankful for and proud of the Innovative Missional Ministries
of the Michigan District. I am incredibly grateful for their leadership
that did not rest on past success or become discouraged. Instead, they
NFOOD BANKE chose to strategically forge ahead by adapting quickly and decisively
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Bethany Lutheran Church, Detroit holds a Food Allow me to close with a quote from Rev. Mitch Vogeli, pastor of Nativ-
Bank twice a month. ity Lutheran Church in St. Charles, Michigan. These meaningful words
of Pastor Vogeli appear in our Here We Stand campaign booklet:

“In our culture today, very few unchurched people start out looking for a church service. They are, however, longing for a
place to feel cared for, and a place where they can care for others. When they meet Jesus there, it all makes sense.”

Dear friends in Christ, the above words share why the Innovative Missional
Ministries of the Michigan District are critical to their communities. These
ministries give people an opportunity to meet Jesus while other personal
needs and concerns are addressed.

I humbly ask you to prayerfully consider supporting the various Innovative
Missional Ministries of the Michigan District that are—and those yet to be.
Perhaps you could start one or be a part of one. As you make your Christmas

and year-end gift-giving decisions, please consider a generous investment in & FTNE] - &
the lives of those served by these ministries. Franklin Avenue Mission, Flint clothing bank.

Your generosity will not only be an immediate blessing as you help the vulnerable, “the least of these, ” but will also be an
eternal blessing to many as they meet Jesus and become part of His family, we pray, for eternity.

THANK YOU! Thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration and gener-
ous response.

Again, Merry Christmas! Again, thank you! ... as you consider making a differ-
ence in someone’s life today and for eternity.

Your brother in Christ and fellow servant,

Ho. Sl OF, Wlpeo,

Rev. Dr. David P. E. Maier, President
Michigan District, LCMS

: A
Rev. Tyler Cronkright of Family of God,

Detroit performs a baptism.

P.S. Your generous gift will impact the Here We Stand campaign’s Innovative Missional Ministry initia-
tive, and will qualify for a 10% match from the Michigan District Church Extension Fund campaign
matching funds commitment.

P.S.S. If your preference is to support one, or more, of the other initiatives of the Here We Stand cam-
paign, (Professional Church Worker Scholarships, Michigan District Endowment, or International Minis-
try), you may do so by simply marking the appropriate box(es) on the Response Form (see reverse side).
All gifts will qualify for a 10% match from the Michigan District Church Extension Fund.
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Don’t forget to direct your Choice Dollars”by March 31, 2022.

If you are a member of Thrivent Financial and have 2021 Choice Dollars™ available for designation,
you must make your designation by March 31, 2022, or your available dollars will expire.

SN
='i= Please consider this easy and practical way to support MICHIGAN DISTRICT, LCMS
I mission and ministry.

VISIT michigandistrict.org/thriventchoice for step-by-step instructions.



