How we understand the title “Having All Sufficiency” is determined by our perspective.  The natural man learns to rely on his own sufficiency.  The world teaches that he is the captain of his own destiny.  He is in control and what he accomplishes in life will be determined by his own human effort.  In contrast, God tells us through Isaiah, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord” (Isaiah 55:8).  Through the lens of faith, we see God’s truth which enables us to comprehend that we are not “sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5).  Enlightened by the Holy Spirit, we realize we are without any adequacy on our own and no longer trust in our own sufficiency.  God’s sufficiency is always sufficient.  Without God’s sufficiency, there is no forgiveness, no abundant life on earth, and no life eternal with Him  

Relying on the Holy Spirit
God gives us His Holy Spirit Who came to us at Baptism and dwells within us.  The Holy Spirit speaks to us through God’s Word.  As we spend time in His Word, the Holy Spirit nurtures and deepens our faith.  It is the Holy Spirit Who opens our eyes and hearts to address the question of whether we will depend on God’s sufficiency or our own.  With self as the center of our lives, we are either filled with pride when we succeed or fall into despair when we fail.  Either way our lives will end in discouragement and defeat.

When we walk in the Spirit, we are being led and directed by the Holy Spirit.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16).

[image: C:\Users\Ron\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\1LF1VP9V\holy-spirit1[1].jpg]This walk of faith with the Spirit empowers us to live lives that are more Christ-like.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, we are no longer slaves to sin.  Sin will never be avoided, but we belong to Jesus so we will sin less.  Our delight will be in pleasing Him and doing His will.  Joyfully we use our time, talents, and money in ways that give our Lord honor and glory.  Prompted by the Holy Spirit, we eagerly spend time reading and studying God’s Word, praying, and attending worship services and receiving communion. 
 
As we grow and mature in our faith, our lives are changed from self-indulgent living to lives reliant on the Holy Spirit.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, we begin to exude what Paul refers to as the fruit of the Spirit, which is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, [and] self-control…” (Galatians 5:22).  The fruit of the Spirit gives evidence to our spiritual growth and maturity.  We begin to become more like Jesus, although we will never be made fully holy until we are with Jesus in heaven.  Let us respond to Jesus’ invitation: “Come to Me, all who labor and are heaven laden, and I will you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Living in the power of the Holy Spirit, we live lives so others can see that our goal is to glorify Christ.  Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  

Luther Trusted God’s Sufficiency
For years Martin Luther had labored seeking to earn God’s favor.  He had kept the law; he had prayed and meditated; he had preached and taught.  He had fasted and done countless acts of devotion.  He walked from Nuremburg to Rome where he climbed the same steps Christ had ascended to the palace of Pontius Pilate in order to free his loved ones from purgatory.  Still peace in his soul eluded him.
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What changed?  What transformed Luther, the pious monk, into Luther, the Reformer?  It is the same thing that transforms us, which is the Word of God and trusting in God’s sufficiency.  How important is this treasure that God has given us!  How we cheat ourselves when we neglect this great gift!  The weight of the Law is lifted from us, as it was for Luther, when we read Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  This is good news for us who “were dead in the trespasses and sins in which [we] once walked” (Ephesians 2:1)!  
Somehow many miss this truth.  Although they have been brought up in the church, have read and studied their Bibles almost daily, the Gospel has eluded them.  They strive, as did Luther, to appease God, our judge; they work to earn the favor of the One Who sits enthroned above.  They live by the Law; burdened with the guilt of sin they can never rid themselves of.  Let us pray for those who labor under this load that they may hear the freeing words. “For by grace you have been saved through faith.”

Then having been freed from the constraints of the Law, we can view ourselves as God made us, His “workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  We are saved by grace, and “…having all sufficiency in all things at all times, [we] may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  We are empowered by grace to give ourselves “…knowing that in the Lord [our] labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).





Stewardship Advisors
Beverly Hills, Mi 48025
248-644-6150
Copyright © 2021


Having
All Sufficiency

[image: ]
“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound 
in every good work” 
(2 Corinthians 9:8).
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