[image: ]Bible Study 2

“Having All Sufficiency” 

Prayer: How gracious You are, Lord of Heaven and earth, to come to us through the incarnate Christ and to give us Your gifts.  Help us to find confidence, knowing that our sufficiency is in You.  We ask for Your blessings on this study.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.

Theme verse: “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

The “self-made” millionaire is one who is greatly admired.  Always has been.  Look at the Rich Fool Jesus told us about in Luke 12:13-21.  Everyone must have thought he had it made.  Certainly he himself did.  We can imagine him contemplating his dilemma: so much wealth he didn’t know what to do with it all.  And all on his own!  He had ample sufficiency so he could now “relax, eat, drink, and be merry.”  He didn’t realize he lacked the one thing he needed, the thing only Jesus can give: sufficiency for his soul.

What has changed in the centuries since Jesus told us that parable?  Not much.  We still look to find sufficiency in our money, our possessions, our status, our power, and should that be diminished we get panicky.  But, in times of quiet, we find ourselves lacking no matter how “sufficient” we think our assets are.  Fortunate are those who, unlike the Rich Fool, realize before it’s too late that life on our own is shaky at best.  Even more fortunate is the one who takes to heart the promise in our theme verse: “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

1. Read the Parable of the Rich Fool, Luke 12:13-21.  What warning is given?

God Works in and Through Us
[image: ]The Apostle Paul wrote “I can do all things through Him Who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).  When we abide in the Lord, we have the same sufficiency that Paul had so we can do our best in service to the Lord.  God’s rich supply of grace becomes our power source.  We are empowered to be God’s hands, feet, and mouth.  Through faith, we trust God to work in and through us, and He is “able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think according to the power at work within us” (Ephesians 4:20).  Relying on God’s sufficiency gives us the opportunity to do some extraordinary things.  

If the connection to Jesus is ever broken, our source of strength is severed.  When we abide in Jesus, we share Christ’s power because He dwells in us.  “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).
2. The heroes of faith of Hebrews 11 had all experienced God’s love and grace, and, in turn, by their obedience in faith to God, they tapped into His rich supply of love and grace showing love and grace to others.   Let’s examine the lives of a few of these people.
			How God Showed 			How He/She Showed
			Him/Her Grace			Grace to Others

	Noah:		Genesis 8:1				Hebrews 11:7

	Abraham:	Genesis 12:2-3			Genesis 13:8-9

	Joseph:	Genesis 39:2; 21			Genesis 41:46-49

	Moses:		Deuteronomy 34:1-12			Hebrews 11:24-25, 28

	Rahab:		Joshua 6:22-23; Matthew 1:5		Hebrews 11:31

3. Read John 15:1-6.  How do you abide in Jesus?

4. What gives evidence that a person finds his/her sufficiency in God?

5.  How did the Apostle Paul’s life reflect that he found his sufficiency in God rather than in himself?

6. [image: C:\Users\Ron\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\EO3SJ3V0\slide-023[1].jpg]God wants to work in and through His people.  What is the difference between being a channel or a terminal?

God Initiates; We Respond
As God’s stewards who rely on God’s sufficiency, we understand that our stewardship is made possible because of what God has already done.  We love because God first loved.  We give because God first gave.  We speak because God first spoke.  We follow because God leads.  It is God Who does the initiating.  All that we are and have are because of God’s grace.  God is the creator and source of all good things.  He entrusts each of us with time, talents, and resources and gives us the honor and responsibility to be stewards of those blessings.  When we manage our blessings according to His will and faithfully use His sufficiency to protect and expand His gifts to us, we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).

7. Read James 1:17.  What are you told?

8. Stewards are to manage God’s assets according to His will.  How do you know God’s will?

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for using us as Your instruments of love, grace, and mercy to others.  As you bless us, may we be blessings to others.  Amen.
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