Lay reader talk, Week 1

Stewards Walking by Grace

Today we are beginning our stewardship emphasis Stewards Walking by Grace.  The focus for today is “All Grace Abound to You.”  God’s Word is clear that we are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9).  God’s grace to us is a gift.  It is by grace that God gives us our physical and spiritual lives.  We have done nothing to earn or merit God’s grace.

To help us better understand grace, I want to reference a famous Lutheran pastor by the name of Dietrich Bonhoeffer who was critical of God’s people when they stopped walking by grace.  He referred to their problem as “cheap grace.”  He described “cheap grace” as follows: 
“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without discipline, communion without confession, absolution without personal confession.  Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the Cross, grace without Christ, living and incarnate.”

Pastor Bonhoeffer believed that God’s people living in Germany in the late 1930s did not understand what it meant to be followers of Jesus living under grace.  The people had forgotten who they were and who they were called to be.  They stopped being salt and light to the world.  Instead of following Jesus, they followed the ways of the world.

If Pastor Bonhoeffer lived today, we can only guess what he would think and say.  Hopefully, he would see a resurgence in God’s people who are living out their calling to walk by God’s grace.  Through faith, we understand the wonderful gift of grace that God has given to us through His Son, Jesus.  While this grace is free, it is not cheap, because it cost Jesus His life.  Because of His ultimate sacrifice, we have received grace that empowers us to live as disciples today and saving grace that assures us a life forever with Jesus.  May the Holy Spirit empower each of to be stewards walking by grace.


