Defining Grace:
In the Lutheran Study Bible, grace is defined as follows: “God’s free and undeserved favor toward sinful humanity is demonstrated in Christ’s work of redemption.  It is an unearned and undeserved gift; a weighty teaching for Paul.” 
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As God’s people, we live every day by the grace of God.  All that we are and have are evidences of God’s grace at work in our lives.  Grace is God’s gift to us.  It is His undeserved favor.  God chose us to be His by His grace in spite of our sinful thoughts, words, and deeds.  As God’s people, we receive forgiveness according to the riches of God’s grace.  The Apostle Paul tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…” (Romans 3:23-24).  None of us is able to live the perfect life that the Law requires, so God sent His Son to atone for our sins and secure our salvation.  

Finding Strength in God’s Grace
As God’s people, we understand that all we are and have are by God’s grace.  We haven’t earned, nor as sinful people do we deserve, His grace.  Instead of receiving God’s wrath and punishment, we receive His grace which not only brings us salvation, it trains “us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and Godly lives in the present age” (Titus 2:12).  Paul is telling us that God’s grace empowers us to break away from our old, fallen nature.  We are enabled to renounce sin and embrace God.  Empowered by grace, we become more like Jesus.  We live a new life marked by the mysterious union through Baptism with Jesus described by Paul in these words: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

As God’s people, we are upheld by our all-sufficient God.  Depending on God and trusting in His wisdom, guidance, and strength, we become the people He wants us to be.  God makes it possible for us to rise above mediocrity. He uses ordinary people like us to do extraordinary things.  God, working through us, is “able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20).  When God  works in and through us, we, in essence, become like the three- and five-talent servants, we read about in the Parable of 
the Talents (Matthew 25) who faithfully increase what they have been given.  By God’s grace, we develop and increase our gifts and abilities, and God gives us the desire to use all of our blessings for His glory by becoming the best that we can be.  Through faith, we are driven to do our small but important part to extend God’s kingdom.  In order for us to be about God’s work, we “set [our] minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Colossians 3:2) and “let the word of Christ dwell in [us] richly…” (Colossians 3:16).  
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Giving Is an “Act of Grace.”
God has lavished us with His love and grace.  The acronym for grace reads, “God Riches At Christ’s Expense.”   In Ephesians 1:7 we read, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace…” God graciously sent His Son to live among us and to suffer and die for us.  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).  
Knowing that God has graciously given us our physical and spiritual lives, we are empowered by His grace as we seek to show our gratitude in how we live our lives.  An important way we show our thanksgiving to Him is through giving.  Giving expresses our love and gratitude to God.  Giving to others and to extend God’s Church is evidence of God’s grace in our lives.  Giving is a fruit of grace.  Without God’s grace, we are not able to give our resources generously.  To unbelievers, giving is foolish and unnecessary.  In contrast, believers are empowered by the working of the Holy Spirit to give willingly to the Church and fellow believers who need support.  As Paul urged, “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality” (Romans 12:13).
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In writing to the church in Corinth, Paul referenced the example of the Macedonians who gave so generously and joyfully to the needy Christians in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 8:1-9).  They were empowered to give because of the “grace of God that [had] been given among the churches of Macedonia” (verse 1).  Paul referred to giving as an “act of grace” (verse 6).  By grace, the Macedonians in their extreme poverty gave “beyond their ability” (verse 3).    They were so eager to give that they pled for the privilege of sharing with the needy in Jerusalem.  Their giving, while they were in such a difficult economic position, gave witness to God’s grace in their lives.  God’s grace makes it possible for people to have very little and yet want to give generously.  
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All Grace
Abound to You
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“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” 
(2 Corinthians 9:8).
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