[image: ]Bible Study 1

“All Grace 
Abound to You”

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we give You praise and thanks for who You are and all that You’ve done for us.  Thank You for Your grace that makes all things possible.   By Your grace, use us through our serving, witnessing, and giving, so that we can be about helping our neighbors, extending Your kingdom, and giving You praise.  Bless our study as we focus on Your gift of grace to us.  In Jesus’ precious name we pray.  Amen.

Theme verse: “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

Defining Grace:
All that we are and have are evidences of God’s grace at work in our lives.  As God’s people, we live every day by the grace of God.  By its very definition, God’s grace is not something we deserve or have earned.   Grace is God’s gift to us.  It is His undeserved favor.  God chose us to be His by His grace in spite of our sinful thoughts, words, and deeds.  As God’s people, we receive forgiveness according to the riches of God’s grace.  The Apostle Paul tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…” (Romans 3:23-24).  None of us is able to live the perfect life that the Law requires, so God sent His Son to atone for our sins and secure our salvation.  

Grace is a foundational pillar of our faith.  Understanding grace is essential for us as God’s people.  Because we are sinful people incapable of doing anything in our helpless state, we are in need of God’s grace.  We don’t deserve God’s love and mercy, but, by His grace, He gives us all things.  Grace changes everything.  Knowing that both our physical and redeemed lives are gifts from God, we thank, serve, and praise Him.

1. What is the grace of God and why is grace so important to Christians? 

1. What is the difference between grace and mercy?

1. Read John 1:16. What does it mean to receive “grace upon grace”? 

The God of Grace Reveals Himself
In the beginning, God created the world, and this was a marvelous act of grace.  The wonder and beauty of His creation reflect His grace.  We bask in the beauty of God’s creation.  From the very beginning, God established His pattern of lavishing grace upon those He creates.  From King David we hear, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).  The Apostle Paul tells us that there is evidence in the world around us that proclaims the grace and glory of God.  “For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made” (Romans 1:20).  God is not visibly present, but the world shows His existence and nature.  The world reveals God’s grace, deity, and power.  His fingerprints are everywhere.  By grace, God created this lavish and majestic world and then gave it to us.
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During His six days of creation, God stated that what He had created for us was “good.”  In Genesis 1:31, we read, “God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good.”  When His creation was ready, God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth” (Genesis 1:26).  God created Adam and Eve, and He gave them an abundance of everything.  They had everything they needed to enjoy life to the fullest.  God also blessed the couple with the opportunity and responsibility of having dominion over God’s creation.  God made them stewards over all that He had created.  They had a purpose for living.  Unfortunately, as we know, they violated God’s trust and everything changed.

1. Why can you say that grace has been the basis for our relationship with God from the very beginning of creation?  

God’s Grace in Jesus
The zenith of God’s grace is the gift of His Son, Jesus, Who gives us the gift of salvation.  Because of Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden, mankind was separated from God.  Death and condemnation were warranted, but, because of God’s grace, He sent His Son to atone for that sin and to reconcile His people to Himself.  As the acronym for grace so aptly states, we have “God’s Riches at Christ expense.”  Because of Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection on the third day, we have been given victory over sin, death, and the devil.  God was not bound by necessity to rescue us.  It is the result of God’s gracious love for us.  Salvation is a gift.  Many mistakenly strive to earn this gift, but none of us is capable of doing so.

God’s grace was costly to Jesus (Isaiah 53:4-5).
 It was Jesus Who was stricken and afflicted by God.
 It was Jesus Who was wounded for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities.
 It was Jesus Who bore the punishment that brought us peace. 
 It was Jesus Who carried out God’s gracious will toward us who were dead in sin (Ephesians 2:1).  Because of His great mercy God, through His only beloved Son, made us “alive together with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4-5).

God’s grace in redemption through Jesus is foretold throughout Scripture.  The following are a few of those references:

Genesis 3:15:	“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 			her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”
2 Samuel 7:16: The Lord said to David, “And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 			forever before me.  Your throne shall be established forever.”

Micah 5:2: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 	       from you shall come forth for Me One Who is to be ruler in Israel, Whose coming 		      forth is from of old, from ancient days.”

Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.  Behold the virgin shall conceive 		       and bear a son, and shall His name Immanuel.”

Luke 2:11: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord.”

1. [image: ] Genesis chapter 12-25, we read about Abram (Abraham) to whom God gave His Covenant.  How do you see God’s grace working in Abraham’s life?

1. In the final 13 chapters of Genesis, we read about Joseph who was one of the 12 sons of Jacob.  Where do we see God’s grace working in Joseph’s life?

1. Read Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-10.  What does God’s grace in Jesus do for you?

1. Rev. James Ryle, founder of Truth Works Ministry, wrote, “Grace is the empowering presence of God enabling you to be who He created you to be, and to do what He has called you to do.”  It has been written that “God’s grace gives us the desire and the power to do His will.”  What do these two quotes mean for your life?

1. Read Acts 20:24.  What is Paul’s attitude toward His life ministry?  How does your life show that this goal is important to you?

1. Read Titus 2:11-12.  What does God’s grace enable you to do?

1. Grace has two sides.  It is something to be received.  It is something to be extended.  Is grace easier to give or to receive?

1. Read Luke 15:11-32.  Did the younger son receive what he deserved from his father?  Why is this story of a restored relationship a great story of grace for you and me?

1. Explain the connection among (and order of) grace, faith, and works?

Prayer: Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, thank You for Your wonderful gift of grace.  Open our eyes and hearts to see Your grace continually at work in our lives.  Help us to receive Your grace and to show grace to others.  In Your precious name we pray.  Amen.
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