Answer Guide
“Stewards Walking by Grace”

1. Grace is God’s unmerited favor and love which leads to forgiveness and salvation.  Through faith, we understand that our lives, faith, family, friends, and material blessings are gifts by God’s grace.  This life and the life to come are gifts.

2. Grace is defined as receiving gifts that we don’t deserve.  The acronym for grace is “God’s riches at Christ’s expense.”
Mercy is defined as not receiving something that we deserve.  Because of our sins, we deserve punishment but God in His mercy through Jesus forgives us.

3. John 1:16. Christ is the source of grace and there is no limit on His grace.

4. God created and sustains the world and mankind out of His grace.  Our relationship with God through Jesus is based on grace.  We have earned nothing nor do we deserve God’s grace.  All of life is a gift.

5. Genesis 12-25.  In Abraham’s old age of 100 and his wife, Sarah, who was 90 years old, God fulfilled His promise and gave them a son.  They named their son Isaac.  Because of God’s grace, God made a covenant with Abraham.

6. Joseph’ brothers were jealous of Joseph and disliked him.  They wanted to rid themselves of Joseph.  Initially, they planned to kill Joseph, but, instead, the brothers sold him to a caravan of Ishmaelites.  Joseph was taken to Egypt, where he became a servant in the household of Potiphar, an Egyptian leader.  He rises in statue and becomes second in command in Egypt.  God’s grace was with him throughout his life.

7. Ephesians 2:4-5. 8-10.  We were dead and Christ made us alive!  We are saved by grace.  We are forgiven and redeemed by grace through faith and privileged to do good works that God prepares for us.

8. God’s grace in Jesus saves us and empowers us to be what God has created us to be and do.  On our own, we are helpless.  

9. Acts 20:24.  God called Paul to “testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”  Sharing the Gospel gives is his life’s greatest purpose and importance.  Personal response

10. Titus 2:11-12.  God’s grace is free for all people.  God’s grace enables us to renounce worldly passions and to self Godly lives.

11. Personal response.  Many people find it harder to receive gifts than to give.  Through faith, our salvation is a gift.  Our human nature believes that we need to earn it through our good works.

12. Luke 15:11-32.  No!  The younger son squandered his father’s money.  He disrespected his father.  Yet by grace, his father received him back with great joy.  This father offers us a view of God Who never stops loving us and continually seeks us.  In spite of who we are and what we’ve done, God welcomes us back and wants us to have a relationship with Him.

13. Grace makes faith possible and works give evidence of our faith.


Bible Study 2:
1. “Take care, and be on your guard…”  The NIV says “Watch out!”  Through the Parable of the Rich Fool, we learn that money possessions can become overly important and become a person’s love and security.  He was sufficient in himself and his money.  The rich farmer gave no credit to God for what he had nor did he have any interest in helping others with his wealth.

2. Noah:  		Genesis 8:1—God made the flood waters subside.  
Hebrews 11:7—Noah was able to include his household
Abraham:  	Genesis 12:2-3—God made Abraham a great nation, and he received God’s blessings. 
	Genesis 13:8-9—Abraham blessed Lot with the opportunity to choose what land he wanted.
Joseph:	Genesis 39:2; 21—“The Lord was with Joseph and he became a successful man.
	Genesis 41:46-49—During the seven years of abundance, Joseph had the people store vast amounts of grain so they still had food during the seven years of famine.
Moses:	Deuteronomy 14:1-12—Although Moses was not allowed to go into the promised land, God gave him the opportunity to see it.  God allowed Moses to live to be 120 years old.  God blessed Moses and made him a great servant.
	Hebrews 11:24-25, 28—Through faith, Moses chose to live as God’s servant rather than as the son of Pharaoh.  “By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them” (verse 28).
Rahab:	Joshua 6:22-23; Matthew 1:5—Because Rahab hid and saved the spies, God spared her and her family from death and destruction.
	Hebrews 11:31—She showed kindness to the spies.

3. John 15:1-6.  We abide in Jesus by spending time reading and studying God’s Word, praying, attending worship, and participating in the Sacrament.

4. When we seek guidance and strength from God so we can follow His way, we demonstrate that we get our sufficiency from Him.  When we hold our possessions and money loosely and are willing to give in service to our Lord, we show that our trust is in Him, not our material assets.

5. Paul dedicated his time, talents, and energy to serving God.  He suffered persecution in his ministry, but he was never deterred from being an ambassador for Jesus.  Paul is the apostle to whom God said, “My grace is sufficient for you…”

6. God blesses us so we can be a blessing to others.  When God gives to us and we in turn use our blessings to bless others, we act as channels of God’s blessings.  If we keep or hoard what God entrusts to us, we become terminals.

7. James 1:17.  Every good and perfect gift comes from God.

8. God’s will is revealed through us through His Word, through prayer, and through other Christians.


Bible Study 3:
1. Good works are those works that are prompted by our lives in Christ.  When our works are done to help people know Jesus, they are good works.  Helping a friend or neighbor when it is not motivated through faith is not a good work.  Non-Christians help their neighbors.

2. Hebrews 10:24.  We are to stir up one another to love and do good works.

3. When we do good works for others, God is glorified, the recipient is blessed, and we who do the good works are blessed.

4. John 15:1-11.  When we abide in Jesus, we become new people with new hearts.  Abiding in Jesus, we grow in faith which prompts us to do good works in Jesus’ name.

5. Through our good works, people see Jesus in us, but good works won’t bring people to faith nor do they earn us salvation.

6. 1 Corinthians 13:3.  Unless faith prompts us to do good works, they are not good works.

7. Matthew 5:16.  Our good works are like lights pointing to Jesus.  We are encouraged to let our light shine so people see our good works and give glory to God.

8. 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  Scripture is God’s Word.  God’s Word teaches, reproofs, and trains.  God’s Word equips us for every good work.

9. James 1:27.We are help people in need especially the orphans and widows.  This is “religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father.”
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