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God’s grace, His mercy, His peace are yours through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and I pray He opens our hearts and minds as we hear His Word. That word for today is from two places, Matthew 17 and 2 Corinthians 9, which I will read to you in just a moment. Please be seated.

Today is the third week of our Stewardship Series, “Stewards Walking by Grace,” based on 2 Corinthians 9:8, which says, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” We’ll focus especially on that last phrase, “abounding in every good work.”

The Transfiguration, that singular event where Jesus manifested His divine glory, 
dovetails beautifully into one theme with our 2 Corinthians text.  Let’s look at the mountain of Transfiguration first. Listen again to what happens in the first two verses of Matthew 17:

“And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His clothing became white as light.”

God’s glory, fully manifested, physically showing to the disciples. And you can imagine the result. They were shielding their eyes. They were blinded. God’s glory? The world just can’t handle it. 

But God mingles light, love, and life throughout Scripture, doesn’t He? Look at John 1:4-5:
In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

That shining light isn’t just the literal Transfiguration. The light of God’s Divinity shines from another hill, as well. On the hill of Calvary, we also see the fullness of God’s glory in the absolute sacrifice, humiliation, in the astounding love of Jesus as He chooses to stay on the cross to pay, in full, the price for the sins of all mankind. 

So, shining like the sun. God’s true glory. 

Dying a pitiful and painful death in our place? Also, God’s true glory. 

The glory He freely gives to us.  We who are citizens of God’s Kingdom through the love and sacrifice of Jesus, have been given all of God’s riches, even the physical ones like brilliant light! Daniel 12:3 says this:
“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.” That’s us! We have been made wise by the Holy Spirit to trust in Jesus for our salvation.

The riches of God’s Kingdom also include the fruit of the Spirit: these amazing gifts of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. All these are ours through Christ Jesus.

 Okay….so we see that the transfiguration is a display of the glory that is ours because of what Christ has done for us. And as we look at the cross, we see the tremendous love God has for us, which He also gives us in overwhelming abundance, so that we can share it with the world. There is your connection with stewardship, week three, “Abounding in Every Good Work.” 

This is what stewardship ultimately is. This is what good works are. Sharing with others what God has already filled us up with. His love. His light. His life. Not just filled us up, but caused our cups to overflow, pouring His grace down upon us and covering our sins, just as the snow covers the ground and makes everything look pure and white and new. Like a drenching rain, soaking us thoroughly, but then, still pouring down!

Psalm 23 verse 5 says “You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.” and
Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount, in Luke 6:38:

“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”

Not only does God give us to overflowing, He promises even more treasures as we seek to give them away. It’s a tiny bit like Jeff Bezos, the founder of Amazon, with his 100 billion dollars. Let’s say he’s earning just 3% per year on that money. And let’s say he works really hard to give away, say, five or six million per day. His income from the interest is over eight million dollars per day! His giving can’t surpass his daily income, and the money will just keep growing. 

That’s a little bit like what it is for us. No matter how hard we try to give away God’s love, His grace, His forgiveness; no matter how many people we tell about the reason for the hope we have in us, we can never use it up. It’s coming in way faster than we can give it away!

And why does God command us to do good works? Here’s the thing: He doesn’t need good works from us. He can and will accomplish His will any way He pleases. He’s GOD!

Just like with anything else that is from God, it’s not for Him. It’s always for US. And one of the gifts He gives to His children is an invitation to take part. He invites us to share His life in the world. He invites us to share His glory from both hills: the light of the Transfiguration, and the love of the crucifixion.  

If we choose not to, He’ll use someone else to be the bringer of His Kingdom. His will is most certainly done. 

But in the offer to share His Kingdom with others, He graciously invites us into a closer walk with Him. And that walk comes through the good works He calls us to accomplish. 
But of course, we don’t do anything on our own - it’s all God’s power, and, as we read in Ephesians chapter 2, all His plan.

You see, in Ephesians 2, we read the two verses that are most often quoted by those who want to point out that our salvation comes purely through God’s grace. Listen to verses 8 and 9:

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Perfect. Crystal clear. What is not quoted as often is the next verse, which makes it very clear what God’s intentions are for us, now that we have received His abundant grace:

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

One purpose: good works. Not only that, but God already has them set up for us to do! They are not something we fit in to our busy schedules from time to time. When God says, “walk in them,” I’m pretty sure He means that it’s the way we live. Every moment, desperately trying to funnel off just a tiny bit of God’s riches from our overflowing bucket. And as we do, God opens the floodgates, and even more grace and love arrive for us to share. We can’t keep up.

When the pandemic began, we began providing morning and evening devotions online. It is a LOT of work! The preparation, the making of the video, the workflow to get it ready to broadcast on the Internet at the right time. Not to mention the endlessness of it. Twice each weekday. Ten times a week. And I’ve got to make sure to wear different shirts….!

Am I whining? No, I’m not whining, and here’s why. Two things. First, so many of you have reached out to us to let us know that these video devotions are making a difference in your lives. That’s all we need to hear. And also, expected, since it’s God’s Word. And second, I’ll tell you, I have been so profoundly blessed by the consistent time spent in God’s Word, by the way God shows me how His Word applies to our moment of time on this earth. The comfort, the peace He gives through His Word…He gives to me. As much as anyone, I have been strengthened and equipped by God’s Word through these months. I would not change a thing.

That’s what God does through good works. Strengthens, equips, encourages the giver as much, or more, than the receiver. Good works are just another way for Him to share His grace, to show the glory of His selfless love.

This is commitment weekend for our stewardship emphasis. So, I hope you’ll consider filling out a commitment card and turning it in. Writing down your intentions to share God’s riches of time, of talents, of treasures. It’s for the church, yes; but even more than that, it’s for you. 

On the mount of Transfiguration, Jesus reached out and touched His disciples as He said, ‘rise, and have no fear.”

And this is what He does for us, because the thing that enables us to do any kind of good works in this world is the loving grace of God, who chooses to allow us to participate in the bringing of His Kingdom to earth. That grace comes through His Word and sacraments, by which Jesus graciously reaches down and touches us, as He did the disciples at His transfiguration, and bids us to “rise and have no fear.” Now, in my mind, the “rise” part of that command implies a “let’s go” as well. Get up, let’s get moving. We’ve got plenty to do.

In the mighty name of Jesus, Amen. 

Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen.
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