[image: ]Bible Study 3

“Abound in Every Good Work” 

Prayer: Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us new hearts so that we are eager and willing to serve and help others.  May our good works give You honor and glory.  We ask for Your blessings on this study.  In Jesus’ holy and precious name, we pray.  Amen.

Theme verse: “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

What Are Good Works? 
We are called to do good works with the understanding that our works cannot make us righteous before God.  Briefly stated, good works are deeds done through faith in love for God and others.  These good works are prompted by the Holy Spirit working in and through us.  Kenneth Kremer in his book Embracing Godly Character said that “the love emanating from God is what drives our performance.  Moreover, it drives the good works that involve us in serving others.  The ability to actually do good works for others is really a very special blessing.  Christlike love diminishes the focus we have on ourselves and sharpens our focus on the needs of others.  Our new character begins to think and behave more like Jesus.  So does our desire to give instead of take.” 

Each and every day, we are given the opportunity to do good works.  Some may be as small as opening the door for others or they may be as big as spending the entire day or several days helping someone in need.   The most meaningful good works involve sharing the Good News of the Gospel with others.            

1. As we have defined good works, how can helping a friend or neighbor not be a good work?

2. Read Hebrews 10:24. What are you encouraged to do?

3. Why is the ability to do good works for others a special blessing?

4. Read John 15:1-11.  Why is it necessary to abide in Jesus to do good works?

God’s Plan for Salvation and Good Works
Two often referenced verses in the Bible are Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Scripture is very clear that we are saved by grace alone through faith in Christ alone.  God’s plan of redemption and salvation is a gift that rescues us from sin, Satan, and God’s wrath.  We have done nothing to deserve or merit God’s grace.  Our salvation is entirely of God.  Our good works are not the cause of salvation.

We are not saved by good works, but we are saved for good works.  That same grace that saves us also motivates us to do good works.  Just as the night follows day; our good works follow our salvation by grace.  Little wonder, then, that Paul follows up verses 8-9 with verse 10:“We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we [image: ]should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  As we ask the Lord to enable us to submit to His will, He will put those good works He has prepared for us to do before us.  God may not tell us in advance what good works He wants us to do, but we know that they exist and that He has equipped us to do them. 

As “God’s workmanship,” we don’t just do good deeds here and there.  No, we “abound in every good work”!  With the same power that God used in the beginning to create man from dust and later to resurrect Jesus from the dead, He raises us out of spiritual death and makes us new people—His workmanship—transformed stewards whose works give evidence that we are new creatures.  By the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, we are brought into God’s kingdom.  We are no longer part of or in union with the world.  As new people living under the power of the Gospel, we desire to honor God and obediently do the good works that He has planned for us to do.  Because Christ has redeemed us from all wickedness and purified for “Himself a people for His very own possession,” we are eager to do good works (Titus 2:14).

[image: ]Jesus lived the perfect life in our place, and He makes our impoverished good works acceptable to our Heavenly Father.  The prophet Isaiah wrote that all of “our [good works] are like a polluted garment” (Isaiah 64:6).  Only those acts done in Christ’s name and for Him through faith are God-honoring.  Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  Our good works, made acceptable through Jesus, give glory to our Heavenly Father.

Through faith, we can be ready and willing to do the works that God has prepared in advance for us to do.  May God’s blessings be with you as you strive to please Him and give glory to Him through your good works.

5. What can’t good words do?

6. Read 1 Corinthians 13:3.  What does this verse tell you?

7. Read Matthew 5:16. What do your good works do?

8. Read 2 Timothy 3:16:17. What truth does Paul share with Timothy?

9. In the book of James, we are told that good works are the evidence of living faith.  What are you encouraged to do in James 1:27?

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for caring for us both spiritually and physically.  Help us to show our gratitude for Your graciousness to us by serving others through our good works.  Amen.
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