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GREAT COMPASSION

continued on page 2

What to Say to a Grieving Soul
by Erik Schmidt

© Hector Pertuz/iStock

What do you say to someone whose world has fallen apart? 
How can you fi nd the right words—and how can you avoid 

saying the wrong thing—for someone struggling with grief?

Grief Is Awkward
Encountering the grief of another is an odd thing. We go to a 

funeral or visitation to “pay our respects.” We want to honor a 
family member, a friend, or the family member of a friend, but 
doing so brings us face to face with something none of us want to 
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have to face. So we get all dressed up, we make ourselves go there, and 
then when we see the person in grief, we try desperately to think of some-
thing to say to make things better, or at least a little less uncomfortable. 
Unfortunately, nothing sounds right—and everything feels uncomfortable.

Because death is not a good thing. And in spite of what we tell ourselves, 
it is not just a natural part of life. Th e death of a loved one leaves a hole 
in your life, and it changes everything. And just the simple act of facing 
someone else’s death brings you face to face with your own mortality, 
which terrifi es most of us.

And we can’t help thinking selfi shly upon the death of someone else—
we mourn for what we have lost, or we feel relieved that it wasn’t someone 
we love or care about more. We feel awful for the person in grief, but we 
are thankful we are not them. And those feelings are accompanied by the 
feeling of shame—because we have those thoughts.

So, we double down on the awkwardness and start to talk, in an attempt 
to fi x things …

“Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to open your mouth 
and remove all doubt.”

(Multiple attributions)

Don’t Speak.
Seriously, it is far better to feel awkward by yourself than to say some-

thing awkward and invite others to the party. It is perfectly okay to say 
nothing. Your presence means so much more than anything you could say 
in that moment.

Stop Trying to Fix It.
Th ere are no magic words to make someone’s pain go away, as much as 

you might want to fi nd them. None. Zero. Zip. Zilch. Nada. Don’t speak. 
Don’t do it. Bite your tongue. Chew some gum. Do whatever it takes to 
keep yourself from saying that thing in your mind that you think you just 
have to say. You don’t. So don’t.

No, Really. Don’t Say Anything.
I know you want to. You want to make it all better, or at least less 

awkward. But some of the most well-meaning things people say to those 
struggling with grief are so much more hurtful that you might realize. Let’s 
take a look at some of the most commonly spoken phrases to those who are 
grieving:

At least s/he’s in a better place.
While that might be theologically true in one sense, it discounts the fact 

that the person who misses them would still rather have them here, with 
them, regardless of what heaven is like. Yes, it’s selfi sh, but now is hardly 
the time to teach a lesson to someone who is struggling to come to terms 
with a hole in their heart.

It also denies the theological truth that death is a bad thing. And even 
though the deceased is now free from the troubles of this life, it doesn’t 
change the fact that they had to pass through death to be there, and God 
sent Jesus to conquer death because life on earth is a precious gift.

continued on page 15

“ What do you 
say to someone 
whose world has 
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REVIVE: It is at the Heart
of this Year’s Festival
The En Gedi Music Festival (EGMF) is a two-day 

Christian event featuring regional and national 
contemporary Christian music artists. It will take place July 
23–24, 2021 at the En Gedi Campground River Resort in 
Leonidas, Mich. 

You will enjoy a variety of national artists on the Main 
Stage for both days. Saturday brings added excitement when 
the Tentmaker Music Stage fi res up with talented up-and-
coming regional and national artists! 

David Grimm, festival director and pastor at Creator’s 
Praise Mission, says, “Th is is one of the highlights of the 
summer. And the best part is that we get to have so much fun 
while sharing the Gospel and helping people experience the 
reviving work of God following some of the toughest times of 
their lives.”

Th e atmosphere of this festival is perfect for families, 
groups, and individuals. Many people enjoy fi nding a shady 
spot and relaxing as they listen to and experience the many 
great artists. Others love to go up to the stage where they 
eagerly join in with singing, dancing, and praising God with 
their favorite bands!

God’s reviving work impacts everyone who is involved, 
whether you are a sponsor, director, artist, attendee, or 
volunteer. Volunteer coordinator Dana Sherman says, “I 
am excited to show the love of Christ by being ‘for’ our 
festival volunteers, emphasizing and encouraging each 
volunteer to grow to their fullest potential. Each year, En 
Gedi Music Fest needs hundreds of volunteers. Th e volun-
teer is one of the most important aspects of the festival. One 
servant heart serving another makes a successful festival 
for all attendees.”

Th e 2020 theme of RECOVERY was chosen well before 

the Coronavirus entered 
the picture. God truly 
directed the theme selection as many were craving and need-
ing the recovery that only God could—and did—provide in 
the fi eld named “Th e Recovery Zone”! 

Th is year’s EGMF theme is REVIVE, taken from Psalm 
71:20: “You who have made me see many troubles and 
calamities will revive me again; from the depths of the earth 
you will bring me up again.”  Some of the side eff ects of 
pandemic lockdowns and precautions exist in the many 
people who are suff ering physically, mentally, fi nancially, 
emotionally, and spiritually. Th e list, unfortunately, goes on 
and on, but we have a God who promises through His Word 
to give new life and revive us again. He wants to help us. He 
has provided people, communities of faith, and ministries 
all around us. We can hardly wait to see the plans God has in 
bringing REVIVAL to and through the Christian church to 
communities, families, and individuals. 

Each year we invite Christian ministries to be a part of 
the festival. We are honored that the Michigan District has 
become a sponsor of this event, and we hope to feature 
many of the ministries of the District to the people in this 
part of Southern Michigan and Northern Indiana. We feel 
it is one of our most important jobs to connect people to the 
churches and ministries that are all around them. 

We are excited to again cast the spotlight away from the En 
Gedi Music Festival stage and shine it on the reviving work 
of God, where it has happened and where it will continue 
to happen. Come, be uplifted, and encouraged as we bask 
in the summer Son and celebrate our God who REVIVES!

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit 
engedimusicfest.com.
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I would like to share some stories as a tribute to God changing lives locally through a Lutheran school. 

Lutheran Schools 
Change Lives
by Laurie Brown

Tom and I had two daughters who were nearing 
preschool age. Kristin, our oldest, was ready for 

school and the public school system only had openings 
at the school that was not in a great area (many miles 
from our home). I was told about a preschool very 
close to our house that we should check out. I did and 
learned that one spot was left in PK3s. I paid the regis-
tration fee and first month’s tuition and Kristin started 
the very next day. The next year, Kimberlyn attended 
PK3s. Tom and I were invited to watch the girls sing 
at various church services. We became members of the 
church and my girls and I were baptized together one 
wonderful October day. I began working at the church 

by starting up a latchkey program and assisting in 
preschool part-time. I later became a full-time admin-
istrative assistant of the school and am now privileged 
to work at the District Office. 

I live out my faith by supporting our District 
President and congregations and workers in our 
district. God changed my life! 

Meet Brandon* and Sarah*. Brandon and Sarah were 
divorced and raising Ava*. Ava was near Kindergarten 
age and mom and dad were looking for a private school. 
Brandon asked to be taken on a tour of Peace Lutheran 
School and at the very end, during the Q & A session, 

© SolStock/iStock
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started to sing in the Praise Team at church and now 
leads worship on a regular basis. She still has a beauti-
ful singing voice and is using it to honor and worship 
our Lord! God changed their lives! 

These are just a few of the stories that I have been 
blessed to witness in my small church. Imagine the 
stories that could be shared all over the world thanks to 
Jesus being shared in our Lutheran Schools!

If you know me, you know I need to tie this all into a 
song that sings straight up Scripture. “God So Loved” 
by Hillsong is based on John 3:16 and I listen to it at 
the loudest volume in my car. If this song were around 
when I learned about Jesus for the first time, I would 
have sung it from the rooftops. I guess my love for 
Jesus and passion to help people know Him hasn’t 
changed much since my baptism in 2005. Praise God 
for our Lutheran Schools!

Dear Lord,
There are some days that are overwhelming and we 

neglect to think about the blessings that you give us. We 
forget that you love us so much that you sent your one and 
only Son to save us. We sometimes take it for granted, 
forgetting the pain and suffering that He endured. We try 
to control our lives and don’t take time to talk to you and 
thank you for your love. Forgive us, Lord. 

You love us. 
You forgive us. 
You bless us. 
You promise us an eternity with you. 
Help us, daily, to remember this love and give us the 

strength and ability to share it with others. Praise you, 
Father, for sacrificing your Son. 

Praise you, Jesus, for your suffering and resurrec-
tion so that we can spend eternity with you. Praise you, 
Holy Spirit, for your work in our lives.  

We love you and it’s in Your name we pray. Amen.

Laurie Brown is the Executive Assistant to the 
President  of the Michigan District, LCMS.

he shared that he didn’t want Jesus to be the focus 
of his daughter’s education. They preferred a private 
school setting that excels in academics. The tour guide 
(me) understood his concern but explained that Jesus is 
the reason why we have our Lutheran school. Not only 
is Jesus talked about, His love is shown through the 
actions of our teachers, students, and parents on a daily 
basis. Dad was hesitant but signed his daughter up for 
Kindergarten. “We’ll try it for a year.” Seven years 
later, in 6th grade, his daughter asked to be baptized 
during a chapel service. Ava is now in her final years 
at Lutheran High School North and living out her 
Christian faith every day. God changed Ava’s life!  

A family ws looking for a school to allow their 
daughter to have face-to-face learning. They had tried 
the virtual route that was being offered at the public 
school but her grades tanked. The child is an 8th grader 
and began attending Peace Lutheran School just a 
few months ago. In late February, when asked by her 
teacher what her memorable moments of the year 
were—for the yearbook—the student shared this: “I 
have only been attending Peace for about two months 
but a sentimental moment I remember was when I first 
came here. I felt forgiven and worthy after my first 
chapel service. I felt safe, knowing that God is always 
holding me in His hands.” The teacher says that the 
family has not mentioned whether they are Christians 
in any of their conversations. 

Finally, listen to the story of Angela and her family. 
Carmelo and Mary, Angela’s parents, came to visit a 
Lutheran School when Angela was in Kindergarten. 
They wanted the best for their young Catholic daughter 
and the Catholic schools were a hike from their rural 
Washington home. They took a tour of the school and 
signed up for Kindergarten the same day. They asked if 
I would be willing to hear Angela’s special God-given 
gift. Of course, I agreed. Angela proceeded to sing 
me the most beautiful song. She was 5! Angela began 
attending school and, within a few years, Mom and 
Dad asked to learn more about what it meant to be a 
Lutheran. They became members and Carmelo retired 
from his full-time work as an engineer at Ford. He 
began working for the church/school on a part-time 
basis throughout Angela’s schooling. Angela gradu-
ated from school and went on to attend Lutheran High 
North. She is currently attending a local college. She 

*Names changed to protect privacy
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In May of 2020, the catastrophic failure of two dams 
in Michigan unleashed an unnaturally large flood on 

Sanford, Midland, and other communities in the vicinity. 
While thankful to God that there was no loss of life, the 
communities faced significant property damage to many 
homes and businesses. Adding to the problem was the 
fact that many homes were not on the flood plain, and 
consequently not insured. As a result, President Trump 
declared these communities a national disaster area. 

The response to this catastrophe was immediate and 
incredible. Many, many volunteers, locally and nation-
ally, came to the aid of those who were flooded, and did 
all they could to help with the recovery. As St. John’s, 
Midland felt this need with many of their own members, 
some leaders in the church asked the question, “What can 
we do that will fit in with all of the other efforts?” 

The immediate need, of course, was for safety, for 
food and drinking water, for places to stay, and for the 
“mucking out” of homes that had been flooded. Living 
in Michigan, though, they also knew that winter would 
come, and with it the need for heat. Since most home 
furnaces are in basements, they anticipated a high 
demand for furnace replacement—an additional cost that 
some would not be able to manage, particularly after all 
the other expenses of the previous months.

As St. John’s launched a program to “Keep the Home 
Fires Burning,” The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

was quick to step in for support. In partnership with 
Wild’s Plumbing and Heating, a plan was made to safely 
evaluate and install winter heating for those in need. 
Some of the first donors to come forward were LCMS 
Disaster Relief, which gave $10,000, and the Michigan 
District, which gave over $5,000. These funds, along 
with the congregation’s contributions and several other 
donors, currently total almost $50,000!

With this funding St. John’s has now installed 15 
furnaces in Sanford and Midland, with other projects still 
in process. With an average cost of around $3,000 per 
project, the money goes quickly. 

St. John’s is thankful to all those who have contributed 
financially to this effort, as well as those organizations 
within the community that partnered with us to help match 
people in need with help. We are proud to be a part of a 
church body that is so quick to respond in times of need.

Perhaps most exciting of all, St. John’s hopes to keep 
this ministry going even after the need for flood relief 
has passed, assisting community members with financial 
need to have a safe and effective means for heating their 
home. Please check out sjlmidland.org if you are inter-
ested in learning more.

God is good!
Rev. Dan Kempin is the senior pastor at St. John’s, 

Midland.

HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

Warming Hearts & Homes 
in the Face of Disaster
by Dan Kempin

Photo courtesy of St. John’s, Midland
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Gifts for All God’s Children
Growing its Online Presence

   by Jeff Heisner

We are used to seeing the big semi-truck pull up to 
East Bethlehem, Detroit and roll up its trailer to 

reveal Christmas gifts packed to the ceiling—hundreds 
of Christmas gifts to be dropped off around Southeast 
Michigan for God’s children. But that is not all that Gifts 
for All God’s Children (GFAGC) does. 

The Connecting Kids to Christ tutoring and the Sunday 
School program are a couple other ways in which GFAGC 
has impacted kids’ lives for Christ. Of course, during the 
pandemic these two programs were immediately shut 
down because people could not gather. Cormellon Dixon, 
who runs the Sunday School at East Bethlehem said, “We 
had to figure something out, a way to communicate with 
them. We were able to join in on what the schools were 
doing by having a virtual Sunday School program.”

In 2021, the program has taken off with as many as 
20–30 kids joining in on the fun online every Sunday. 
They do it over Zoom with lesson plans, Bible messages, 
songs, and crafts. Dixon is happy to once again pray 
with and connect with the kids every Sunday. And now 
that they are online, they have been able to reach even 
more kids. They invite anyone who wants to join in on 
Sunday to reach out and take part by sending an email to 
info@giftsforallgodschildren.org.

The CKC tutoring program, which was done in person, 
has also switched to an online format. This makes it 
more convenient for volunteers, while still offering the 
personal touch of one-on-one tutoring.

Devon McCaffrey, a student at Lutheran High 
Northwest, is one of the tutors who gives of his time and 

his knowledge to help. He works with a 4th grader from 
Detroit, helping him with language arts once a week.

“He’s learning really quicky and he definitely develops 
a lot of new skills when we do this,” said McCaffrey. 

McCaffrey takes a lot of pride in tutoring. The main 
reason is that he himself was once helped by a tutor when 
he was younger. Susan Gawencki, who runs the tutoring 
program, helped Devon when he was in 4th grade. Now, 
Devon sees this as his chance to give back and help some-
one who needs a hand.

Gawencki is proud of Devon and grateful to all the 
tutors in the program. However, she says they can always 
use more tutors. Now that this program is online, it is 
more accessible, and tutors can come from anywhere 
across the state or even the world. 

“When you can share the love of the Lord with somebody 
else, whether it’s academics or spiritually or crazy pop-up 
books or programs, they know that there is something in 
people out there who care about them,” said Gawencki 
“and they will be able to do that for someone else.”

To find out more about Gift’s for All God’s Children or 
get involved in its Sunday School or tutoring program, 
visit giftsforallgodschildren.org. 

Jeff Heisner is the video journalist and digital media 
director for the Michigan District, LCMS.

© FG Trade/iStock michiganintouch.com    7
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St. Paul’s New Ministry Center, Financed 
through CEF, Brings Blessings Just Begun

St. Paul Lutheran’s new Ministry Center has added parking, a covered drop-o� area, and stairs-free entry to the sanctuary. 
An airy, high-ceilinged Welcome Center draws eyes upward to inspiring views of the sanctuary’s steeple and stained glass. 

“The purpose of our new Ministry 
Center,” says Rev. Dennis Matyas, 
Senior Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School, Frankenlust, 
near Bay City, “is right there in the 
name: Ministry.”

Pastor Matyas explains: “The 
Ministry Center gives us the space, 
not just to conduct programs, but 
also to cultivate relationships. This 
is the place for people to have 
conferences and classes. It’s the 
place to meet before and after 
services. And the place for youth 
groups, grief share, addiction 
help, Bible study, and more. If 
it encourages connections, it 
happens here. And all for the sake 
of the Gospel.”

A key word in the above quote 
is “space.” Before St. Paul’s new 
Ministry Center opened this 
spring, the congregation needed 
to hold many church activities 
in St. Paul’s school, across busy 
Westside Saginaw Road (M-84). 
Facilities such as the school’s 
gymnasium and “cafetorium” 
could meet basic needs for these 
groups, but were less than ideal.

Now, worshipers have easy, stair-
free access to St. Paul’s classically 
designed sanctuary. They proceed 
from the expanded parking lot and 
covered drop o� area through the 
spacious and inviting Welcome 
Center right into the sanctuary.  
Within the Ministry Center are five 

“With CEF, you never 
get the feeling they’re 

in it for CEF’s sake. 
They’re working for 
our sake. Even more, 

they’re working for the 
sake of the Gospel.”

Dennis Matyas 
Senior Pastor 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
Frankenlust (Bay City)

St. Paul Lutheran was the third of Michigan’s original Lutheran churches founded by 
Franconian settlers in 1848. Today, Sunday services at St. Paul typically see 350 to 400 
attendees, and St. Paul’s school, o�ering preschool through grade 8, enrolls just under 
100 students.

multi-use classrooms, nursery, a 
large fellowship hall, a youth room, 
and Pastor Matyas’s o�ce. 

“The entire facility has a warm, 
open feeling,” says Pastor 
Matyas. “The Welcome Center, in 
particular, has a high ceiling, with 
big windows, bringing light in all 
around.” He notes too: “In the way 
that the Ministry Center is laid 
out, attached to the sanctuary, 
it creates a large landscaped 
courtyard for outdoor meetings.”

A New and Better Plan

Church leaders began discussing 
the need for the Ministry Center 
as far back as 1999. Initial plans 
were drawn up in 2004 and 
2005, and a capital campaign 
raised a significant amount. 
But circumstances – including 
the Great Recession beginning 
in 2008 – put o� the start of 
construction for some years. “The 
Lord must have had a di�erent 
plan for us,” says Pastor Matyas, 
“because, in many ways, the 
delays proved advantageous.”

A year after Pastor Matyas joined 
St. Paul in 2017, work on the Ministry 
Center resumed in earnest. By 
this time, the invested funds from 
the capital campaign had grown 
in value, and more contributions 
had come in. Meanwhile, St. Paul’s 
Planning Committee could see 
that many of the original ideas for 
the facility needed updating. For 
example, it had become clear that 
the entire Ministry Center should 
be on one floor, not two.

St. Paul had raised enough from 
church members’ contributions to 
cover roughly 60% of the Ministry 
Center’s estimated construction 
costs. Then, in 2019, they went 
to work on what became a $1.6 
million loan from Church Extension 
Fund to finance the remainder. 

“We didn’t shop around for 
financing,” Pastor Matyas says. “We 
could see that CEF was the right 
choice from the start. They didn’t 
need us to prove what we were 
aiming for with our Ministry Center. 
CEF is ministry-driven. They’re 
church people. They get it.”

Only Trust and Enthusiasm

Possibly the biggest blessing that 
CEF brought was encouragement. 
As Pastor Matyas relates: “CEF 
never said, ‘Is this the right path? 
Is this the right time?’ They could 
see we knew our congregation’s 
needs, and they brought us only 
trust and enthusiasm.” 

He adds, “With CEF, you never get 
the feeling they’re in it for CEF’s 
sake. They’re working for our sake. 
Even more, they’re working for the 
sake of the Gospel.”

This spring’s opening of St. Paul’s 
Ministry Center represents just 
the start of the beautiful new 
facility’s Kingdom-building impact. 
“We’ve designed the space for 
future growth,” says Pastor Matyas, 
“including the potential for a 
new school building. There are 
graces the Lord will bring us here 
that we haven’t even begun to 
imagine yet.”
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particular, has a high ceiling, with 
big windows, bringing light in all 
around.” He notes too: “In the way 
that the Ministry Center is laid 
out, attached to the sanctuary, 
it creates a large landscaped 
courtyard for outdoor meetings.”

A New and Better Plan

Church leaders began discussing 
the need for the Ministry Center 
as far back as 1999. Initial plans 
were drawn up in 2004 and 
2005, and a capital campaign 
raised a significant amount. 
But circumstances – including 
the Great Recession beginning 
in 2008 – put o� the start of 
construction for some years. “The 
Lord must have had a di�erent 
plan for us,” says Pastor Matyas, 
“because, in many ways, the 
delays proved advantageous.”

A year after Pastor Matyas joined 
St. Paul in 2017, work on the Ministry 
Center resumed in earnest. By 
this time, the invested funds from 
the capital campaign had grown 
in value, and more contributions 
had come in. Meanwhile, St. Paul’s 
Planning Committee could see 
that many of the original ideas for 
the facility needed updating. For 
example, it had become clear that 
the entire Ministry Center should 
be on one floor, not two.

St. Paul had raised enough from 
church members’ contributions to 
cover roughly 60% of the Ministry 
Center’s estimated construction 
costs. Then, in 2019, they went 
to work on what became a $1.6 
million loan from Church Extension 
Fund to finance the remainder. 

“We didn’t shop around for 
financing,” Pastor Matyas says. “We 
could see that CEF was the right 
choice from the start. They didn’t 
need us to prove what we were 
aiming for with our Ministry Center. 
CEF is ministry-driven. They’re 
church people. They get it.”

Only Trust and Enthusiasm

Possibly the biggest blessing that 
CEF brought was encouragement. 
As Pastor Matyas relates: “CEF 
never said, ‘Is this the right path? 
Is this the right time?’ They could 
see we knew our congregation’s 
needs, and they brought us only 
trust and enthusiasm.” 

He adds, “With CEF, you never get 
the feeling they’re in it for CEF’s 
sake. They’re working for our sake. 
Even more, they’re working for the 
sake of the Gospel.”

This spring’s opening of St. Paul’s 
Ministry Center represents just 
the start of the beautiful new 
facility’s Kingdom-building impact. 
“We’ve designed the space for 
future growth,” says Pastor Matyas, 
“including the potential for a 
new school building. There are 
graces the Lord will bring us here 
that we haven’t even begun to 
imagine yet.”

CEF_Spotlight_May_V3-1.indd   All Pages 3/23/21   4:31 PM
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St. Paul’s New Ministry Center, Financed 
through CEF, Brings Blessings Just Begun

St. Paul Lutheran’s new Ministry Center has added parking, a covered drop-o� area, and stairs-free entry to the sanctuary. 
An airy, high-ceilinged Welcome Center draws eyes upward to inspiring views of the sanctuary’s steeple and stained glass. 

“The purpose of our new Ministry 
Center,” says Rev. Dennis Matyas, 
Senior Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School, Frankenlust, 
near Bay City, “is right there in the 
name: Ministry.”

Pastor Matyas explains: “The 
Ministry Center gives us the space, 
not just to conduct programs, but 
also to cultivate relationships. This 
is the place for people to have 
conferences and classes. It’s the 
place to meet before and after 
services. And the place for youth 
groups, grief share, addiction 
help, Bible study, and more. If 
it encourages connections, it 
happens here. And all for the sake 
of the Gospel.”

A key word in the above quote 
is “space.” Before St. Paul’s new 
Ministry Center opened this 
spring, the congregation needed 
to hold many church activities 
in St. Paul’s school, across busy 
Westside Saginaw Road (M-84). 
Facilities such as the school’s 
gymnasium and “cafetorium” 
could meet basic needs for these 
groups, but were less than ideal.

Now, worshipers have easy, stair-
free access to St. Paul’s classically 
designed sanctuary. They proceed 
from the expanded parking lot and 
covered drop o� area through the 
spacious and inviting Welcome 
Center right into the sanctuary.  
Within the Ministry Center are five 

“With CEF, you never 
get the feeling they’re 

in it for CEF’s sake. 
They’re working for 
our sake. Even more, 

they’re working for the 
sake of the Gospel.”

Dennis Matyas 
Senior Pastor 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
Frankenlust (Bay City)

St. Paul Lutheran was the third of Michigan’s original Lutheran churches founded by 
Franconian settlers in 1848. Today, Sunday services at St. Paul typically see 350 to 400 
attendees, and St. Paul’s school, o�ering preschool through grade 8, enrolls just under 
100 students.
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large fellowship hall, a youth room, 
and Pastor Matyas’s o�ce. 

“The entire facility has a warm, 
open feeling,” says Pastor 
Matyas. “The Welcome Center, in 
particular, has a high ceiling, with 
big windows, bringing light in all 
around.” He notes too: “In the way 
that the Ministry Center is laid 
out, attached to the sanctuary, 
it creates a large landscaped 
courtyard for outdoor meetings.”

A New and Better Plan

Church leaders began discussing 
the need for the Ministry Center 
as far back as 1999. Initial plans 
were drawn up in 2004 and 
2005, and a capital campaign 
raised a significant amount. 
But circumstances – including 
the Great Recession beginning 
in 2008 – put o� the start of 
construction for some years. “The 
Lord must have had a di�erent 
plan for us,” says Pastor Matyas, 
“because, in many ways, the 
delays proved advantageous.”

A year after Pastor Matyas joined 
St. Paul in 2017, work on the Ministry 
Center resumed in earnest. By 
this time, the invested funds from 
the capital campaign had grown 
in value, and more contributions 
had come in. Meanwhile, St. Paul’s 
Planning Committee could see 
that many of the original ideas for 
the facility needed updating. For 
example, it had become clear that 
the entire Ministry Center should 
be on one floor, not two.

St. Paul had raised enough from 
church members’ contributions to 
cover roughly 60% of the Ministry 
Center’s estimated construction 
costs. Then, in 2019, they went 
to work on what became a $1.6 
million loan from Church Extension 
Fund to finance the remainder. 

“We didn’t shop around for 
financing,” Pastor Matyas says. “We 
could see that CEF was the right 
choice from the start. They didn’t 
need us to prove what we were 
aiming for with our Ministry Center. 
CEF is ministry-driven. They’re 
church people. They get it.”

Only Trust and Enthusiasm

Possibly the biggest blessing that 
CEF brought was encouragement. 
As Pastor Matyas relates: “CEF 
never said, ‘Is this the right path? 
Is this the right time?’ They could 
see we knew our congregation’s 
needs, and they brought us only 
trust and enthusiasm.” 

He adds, “With CEF, you never get 
the feeling they’re in it for CEF’s 
sake. They’re working for our sake. 
Even more, they’re working for the 
sake of the Gospel.”

This spring’s opening of St. Paul’s 
Ministry Center represents just 
the start of the beautiful new 
facility’s Kingdom-building impact. 
“We’ve designed the space for 
future growth,” says Pastor Matyas, 
“including the potential for a 
new school building. There are 
graces the Lord will bring us here 
that we haven’t even begun to 
imagine yet.”
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LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE

District of the International Lutheran Laymen’s League 
supports LHM—Russia Ministry through prayers and 
fi nancial gifts. To contribute to Russia Ministry, contact 
John Raff el at john.raff el@gmail.com.

Mission Work in Russia
After years of suppression during the communist 

era, religion is once again a key element in both public 
and spiritual life in Russia. Lutheran Hour Ministries 
(LHM)—Russia Ministry has been spreading the 
Gospel in word and in deed since 1993. Since 2007, the 
ministry has been based in St. Petersburg.

LHM—Russia’s outreach ministries refer their audi-
ences to Bible correspondence courses that create 
opportunities for dialogue with listeners based on their 
personal needs. Individuals are directly referred to meet 
with pastors, lay leaders, or volunteers in their areas.

LHM—Russia Ministry programs include: radio 
programs (topical and Bible stories); TV programs 
(archived programs); Blog; YouTube; Online Forum; 
Text Messaging; Email; CD/DVD Production; Flyers; 
Newspaper Ads; Magazine Ads; Posters; Booklets; 
Bible Correspondence Courses, including Youth and 
Children’s materials; Drama Performances; Puppet 
Ministry; Concerts; Youth Ministry; Small Group 
Ministry; and the Equipping the Saints Workshop.

Along with general support to LHM, the Michigan 

Call for 
VOLUNTEERS!

RUNNING THE RACE...LOOKING TO JESUS

2021 National LWML Convention
Be a part of this grand event and help 
us make it a success! The Volunteer 
form with the details is on our website:

lwmlmichigan.org/convention/national

GET THIS SHIRT!
BU Y T H I S L I M I T E D T I M E O F F E R
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Transforming Spirits, Stories, and Cities
A2E Initiative

Spring 2021
My Dear Friends in Christ,
The LORD is risen! HE is risen INDEED! Alleluia!

What a heaven-sent joy that so many of our churches were celebrating Easter 
in person (socially distanced)! Come death or the brutalities of life ... the Good 
News of Jesus Christ—making full payment before the courts of heaven for the 
world’s sins and rising three days later, demonstrating that with the acceptance of 
that payment also came the defeat of mankind’s fi nal, great enemy: death—was 
proclaimed and praised! This was a foretaste of heaven, an almost indescribable 
opportunity, to sing and recount the work of the Son of God, Jesus, the 
world’s Redeemer TOGETHER and to hear the proclamation of the 
Gospel TOGETHER! May our worship TOGETHER continue 
with boldness and determined resolve!

Undoubtedly, these past 14 months have signifi cantly 
challenged and/or changed our lives. Many adjustments were 
made, are still being made, and might be for the foreseeable 
future. Nonetheless, our faith and confi dence is in Jesus 
Christ, who is “the same yesterday and today and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8). Jesus is our comfort, our strength, and our 
hope for time and eternity!

Even with the reality of more and more people receiving 
their vaccinations for COVID-19, the Michigan District 
has made many adjustments. As much as it pains me to see 
events canceled, changed, or postponed in 2021, it is the 
cancellation of our annual Urban Sports Camps/VBS 
programs for the second straight year that truly grieves 
me the most. I know how important these camps are to 
the hundreds of young people from Detroit, Flint, Pontiac, 
and Benton Harbor who have attended them over the years. 
As much as I wish we could hold camps this summer, with 
so much uncertainty the planning and implementation of the 
camps proved impossible.

Please know, however, that ministry in our urban centers continues 
and, by the grace of God, thrives. During the summers when the camps 
have taken place, it was your generosity and the generosity of many others 
that made them possible. So, dear friends, although the camps are vacant this 
summer, will you please join me in fi nancially supporting and strengthening 
numerous other urban ministries through our Acts 2 Enterprise (A2E)
outreach initiatives? As one ministry opportunity is temporarily halted, God is 
opening others so that even more lives can be touched.

Here’s some great news to consider: The annual budget for A2E has grown by 
approximately $71,000. This is a blessing! Why? Because as ministry grows 
and lives are changed, so do ministry costs. We are grateful that ministry is 
growing. We are thankful for the opportunity to trust our Lord all the more

Michigan District
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

3773 Geddes Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105-3098
Phone: 734.665.3791 | Toll Free: 888.225.2111 | Fax: 734.665.0255 | michigandistrict.org | facebook.com/milcms | twitter.com/milcms

People of Hope ... Vigorously Making Known the Love of Christ

Continued on reverse side Photo courtesy of Elisa Schulz Photography
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to meet this signifi cant annual increase even in these challenging times. 
He continues to demonstrate that through His people—through you and 
through your past generous fi nancial support—urban ministry will be 
abundantly supported. 

Friends, recently a very generous donor blessed our A2E Ministries with 
a gift of $71,000, which addresses our annual increase. Thus, my plea to 
you is to help us raise a portion of the remaining $719,000 budget so that 
some of our state’s most vulnerable people of God—including many, many 
children—continue to receive the services they need, all while hearing the 
life-saving Good News of the Gospel. 

Here are some of our ongoing urban ministries:
•  Several congregations in Detroit provide direct services to their 
communities including Saint Philip, Peace, Family of God, and Pan de Vida (Hispanic congregation). Rev. Christopher 
Bodley continues to serve at Bethany and provides outstanding leadership to the many A2E ministries. Bethany recently 
began an outdoor PE outreach fi tness class which includes a faith component, as well as an online grief support program in 
partnership with the Ronald Brown Academy. In addition, Megan Schultz was installed as Family Life Minister at Large for 
the City of Detroit and has begun work with several metro Detroit congregations to create new and exciting ways to connect 
with members and the community through a partnership with Gifts for All God’s Children.

•  Rev. Dietrick Gladden has returned to the Michigan District to serve as pastor of 
Charity and Mt. Calvary Lutheran Churches in Detroit. He also serves on the board of 
Camp Restore Detroit. Elli’s House and the pre-natal clinic ministry continue serving 
and reaching out to urban communities in Detroit, and GreatStart Preschool programs 
operate out of Mt. Hope, Allen Park and St. Thomas, Eastpointe.

•  Rev. Christian Jones oversees the multiple ministries of Franklin Avenue Mission in 
Flint. They have continued to provide 200-300 meals every Tuesday and Thursday to the 
community, as well as hygiene items, diapers and wipes, and clothing. Mercy House has 
also continued to provide transitional housing for mothers and their families.

•  Rev. Christopher Jung continues to make signifi cant in-roads in the city of Pontiac 
through St. Paul Community Lutheran Church. They have continued to serve many 

through their food pantry, weekly community dinners, and health classes off ered by their parish nurse, Mary McColeman.

•  In the southwest part of the state, Benton Harbor Lutheran Outreach continues to provide food distribution services for that 
community and beyond.

I recognize that I’ve not given mention of ALL the various and abundant ministries that are currently in our urban areas—
or those which are being planned—but I am hopeful that you can begin to understand the impact our many ministries are 
making in individual lives and in communities. Please join us by allowing our urban missionaries to be your hands at work in 
the communities in which they serve.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generosity!

Your brother in Christ and fellow laborer in the harvest fi eld,
Rev. Dr. David P. E. Maier
Michigan District, LCMS

Megan Schultz, Family Life Minister at Large – Detroit 
(pictured top right) and Rev. Robert Mikkelson stand 
with 6 of the 7 children who were baptized at Peace, 

Detroit on March 28, 2021.

Volunteers through Camp Restore 
clean up a home in the neighborhood.

Yes, President Maier, I would like to support the Innovative Missional Ministry Initiative of Here We Stand!
Name_________________________________________________

Street Address__________________________________________

City________________________ State_______ Zip____________

Phone________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________

My gift of $___________ is enclosed.

Attn: Development Department 
Michigan District, LCMS
3773 Geddes Rd
Ann Arbor, MI  48105

Please make checks payable to Michigan District, LCMS 
and send to:

Your generous gift will receive a 10% match from 
the Michigan District Church Extension Fund 
campaign matching funds commitment.
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tion as well as registration 
is available online at lwml.
org/2021-convention. Over 
500 volunteer workers are 
needed to welcome thou-
sands to the bluegrass and rolling hills of Kentucky where 
we will join in worship to our Lord, sing His praises, 
hear mission stories, and fellowship with our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ. Become a volunteer worker: 
Call for Workers forms are located under Resources on 
lwmlmichigan.org/convention/national.

Join us as we are “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus!”

News and Events
CUAA’s First Physician Assistant Cohort 

Concordia University Ann Arbor has launched 
its Physician Assistant (PA) program—a career 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics calls one of the 
fastest-growing professions in the U.S. The highly 
competitive application process for the 27-month 
master’s program welcomed a full cohort of 32 
students for orientation in January. CUAA’s is 
the only PA program offered at a Christian institu-
tion in Michigan. Learn more at blog.cuaa.edu/
physician-assistant-in-session.
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LWML 39th Biennial Convention
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) 

39th Biennial Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 
24–27, 2021, is hosted by the LWML Districts of Indiana, 
Michigan, and Ohio. Committees have been Running the 
Race to plan servant activities, a golf outing, tours, child 
care, a mission pledge walk, blood drive, and many other 
events for the women and men coming to Lexington, the 
“Horse Capital of the World.” We will be Looking to Jesus 
as we proclaim His greatness at the opening worship and 
communion service, hear from Mites in Action Mission 
Speakers, and study God’s Word.

Information on the safety protocols for the conven-

Interest rate is fixed for the term of note. Rate is 
reviewed and may adjust monthly. Applies to 
new or existing dollars. New and maturing IRAs 
only. Early Termination Penalty will apply. Multiple 
accounts are subject to a minimum investment of 
$100,000 with a maximum aggregate investment 
of $500,000. The information provided here is not 
an o�er to sell or a solicitation of an o�er to buy 
CEF securities. The o�ering of CEF securities is 
made solely by our O�ering Circular. CEF will 
o�er and sell our securities only in states where 
authorized. The securities are subject to certain risk 
factors as described in our O�ering Circular. CEF 
investments are not insured by the FDIC, SIPC, or 
any other governmental agency.

Learn more! 

 Call:  800-242-3944
 Email: cef@mi-cef.org 
 Visit: www.mi-cef.org

 A GREAT WAY TO  

 GROW
 YOUR ENDOWMENT FUND!

Get a 5-Year JUMBO Fixed-Rate 
Term Note at a premium rate

• $100,000 minimum

• $500,000 maximum

• Open multiple accounts

•  Qualifies for CEF Investment  
Rebate Program
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A Tribute to Mandla Khumalo
On March 1, 2021, 

the Lord called 
our dear brother in 
Christ, Rev. Mandla 
Khumalo, to his 
heavenly home. 

Before becoming 
a Lutheran pastor, 
Mandla Khumalo 
was a rebel and free-
dom fighter under 
the South African 
Apartheid regime in 

the 80s. But it was the Lord who broke through, call-
ing Khumalo to Himself. While he was on the run from 
the law and being sheltered by a pastor, he was invited 
to a church service. In that service Khumalo felt God 
speaking directly to him. He began to read the Bible 
and was brought to understand that God is love and 
that he must spend the rest of his life fighting for peace 
by acting out peace and love to all the people of South 
Africa. Khumalo started a church, which later became 
known as St. Peter’s Confessional Lutheran Church, 
in Middelburg, South Africa. The church quickly grew 
into a vision for a complete community change.  A 
preschool, full-day school, and high school followed. 
By 2019, 900 students attended. Job creation initia-
tives were developed to help entrepreneurs launch new 
businesses. Soon after, a clinic and orphanage became 
a reality to the community.

In the past 40 years and up until his death, Khumalo 
was in partnership for God’s Kingdom. His most 
recent service was to the Michigan District, LCMS 
as a missionary at large, helping congregations iden-
tify and engage in international mission opportunities. 

He preached and led Bible studies in congregations 
and schools, inspiring God’s people to continue to be 
actively involved in Great Commission work.

As the news of Khumalo’s death spread through the 
Michigan District, it was apparent that he was held 
in high esteem and loved dearly by many. District 
President David P. E. Maier, in his video address at the 
Memorial Service at St. Peter’s Confessional Lutheran 
Church, described his grief through the illustration of 
the friendship between Jonathan and David and the 
agony of Jonathan’s death in 2 Samuel, chapter 1.

President Maier also recalled one of Khumalo’s 
Facebook posts, where he wrote:  “Dear friends, Good 
morning, at some point we will depart this world, no 
matter how and at what age, and when my time comes 
is that I shall have contributed to someone who could 
do better than I have done and that my name should not 
be remembered for anything but the humble contribu-
tion I shall have made to this world. I don’t want to be 
buried as a hero, but a humble servant of the people. 
And to those I have wronged and hurt, I am sorry, it 
was never my intention. I pray that when I depart from 
this world I should do so having served my God, my 
people, to the best of my ability!”

“I believe that my brother Khumalo has done 
that,” shares President Maier in his video address. He 
continues, “Let us rejoice in the blessing he was to us 
in Christ. But as he took his confidence and strength 
from the Lord Jesus, may we do the same also … do not 
live in fear, but trust in Christ.”

Please keep Khumalo’s wife, Lindiwe, and family, 
as well as God’s family at St. Peter’s Confessional 
Lutheran Church in your prayers.

You can read more about his life and work through 
the District’s blog found at michigandistrict.org/blog.

Special Recognition
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We rejoice with you that s/he 
is in heaven.

This is, of course, related to 
the phrase above, but it adds a 
religious component so that it 
sounds more holy. I have heard 
pastors and pastors’ wives say this more than anyone else.

Just stop. Stop! We do not rejoice that the deceased 
person is no longer living!* That is the antithesis of 
what we believe! We may be thankful that the person’s 
struggles have come to an end, and we may even be 
happy for the deceased that they are now with the 
Lord, but do not—under any circumstances—force the 
concept of joy on someone who has just had their life 
changed forever by the loss of someone they hold most 
dear. The Lord does not rejoice over their grief, He 
comforts them in their sorrow. You should think about 
doing the same.

I guess God just needed him/her more than we did.
Speaking of selfish, how dare you make a value judg-

ment about how much the grieving person needed their 
lost loved one! And this one is absolutely, positively, 
undeniably theologically FALSE. God isn’t lonely in 
heaven, nor is He so selfish as to take someone from 
this life—where He put them in the first place—so that 
He can have them in heaven. No.

Biblically, God sent Jesus to conquer death so that 
all those who die in the faith would not stay dead, but 
would be in His presence until the resurrection of all 
flesh—which means that they are not yet to their final 
destination, even though they are with Him. They are 
not fully whole until they are reunited with their body 
once more. The goal of God’s plan is for all believers to 
be together in the new heavens and new earth, not to be 
separated as we are now.

Actions speak louder than words
Don’t speak, just be. Be there for them. Stand beside 

them. Give them a hug. Listen to them. Cry with 
them. But don’t try and fix it, because you can’t. Just 
acknowledge their grief and be there for them. I prom-
ise you it is the most meaningful thing you can do.

Don’t limit your presence to the funeral or 
visitation

The days spanning the visitation and funeral are diffi-
cult, but bearable—because the bereaved have details 
to focus on and the support of those who come to help 
them keep grief somewhat at bay.

It is the days, weeks, months, and years that follow 
which are the most difficult. They are left alone in their 

continued from page 2What to Say to a Grieving Soul
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grief. They have to navigate birthdays, holidays, and 
the quiet times by themselves. They aren’t prepared for 
all of the things that come flying at them from nowhere 
that remind them of their loss. They aren’t prepared for 
the feelings of hopelessness and purposelessness that 
surround them. And perhaps for the first time in their 
life even, they understand what it means to lose the 
will to live, even if they don’t actually want their life 
to end.

At first, they hate being asked how they’re doing, but 
after a while, people stop asking—and they desper-
ately wish someone would just ask again. People are 
scared to say their loved one’s name, because they 
are afraid of making them sad. They don’t understand 
that those who suffered loss are nearly always sad, 
and the tears that come in that moment are a welcome 
relief from feeling like they’ve cried as much as they 
could possibly cry. Others don’t know how much the 
bereaved believe they are the only ones who still miss 
their loved one, as though everyone else has forgotten 
or moved on, simply because they do not talk about 
their loved one.

So reach out to the person who suffered loss and help. 
Don’t say, “If you need anything, just ask,” because 
they never will. They won’t do it. So you ask. Or better 
yet, don’t ask, just bring them dinner or take them out 
to lunch. And don’t be upset if they don’t seem appre-
ciative—it just might be where they are in their grief. 
Send a card or a note. Tell them you’re still thinking of 
them and how much you miss their loved one. It might 
seem selfish for you to tell them about your grief, but 
it’s not—they will appreciate knowing you miss their 
loved one, too.

To summarize
Don’t speak, just be there. And after the funeral is 

over, then speak. But don’t try to make it all better 
or convince them that they are doing better than they 
are; just be a friend. Love them enough to listen. Care 
enough to care enough.

* Note: Some of you will undoubtedly point out that 
Paul asks the Philippians to rejoice with him if he is to 
die, but this is far different than you telling someone 
who is grieving that they should be joyful. If the Son of 
God wept over his friend’s death, so may we.

Rev. Erik Schmidt is the Lead Pastor at Peace, Saginaw.
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District Offi ce Notice
The District Offi ce remains available by 
appointment only due to the pandemic. Please 
call if you need to set up an appointment.

michigandistrict.org | 888.225.2111

Please check the District website for the latest updates and 
detailed information as COVID-19 concerns continue. 

michigandistrict.org/events

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

MAY 2021
5 North & East Pastors’ Virtual Conference
11 South & East Pastors’ Virtual Conference
12–13 Circuit Visitors’ Conference
    Frankenmuth
18 West Pastors’ Virtual Conference
22 Regional Track Meets
    Valley Lutheran HS; Lutheran High North;   
    Macomb HS
25 Board of Directors’ Meeting
    Grand Rapids
26–27 Intentional Interim Spring Conference
    Michindoh Conference Center, Hillsdale
31 Memorial Day
    District Office Closed

JUNE 2021
5 State Track Meet
24–27 National Lutheran Women’s Missionary League   
 Convention
    Lexington, Kentucky

JULY 2021
2 District Office Closed
4 Independence Day
5 District Office Closed
23–25 En Gedi Music Festival
    En Gedi Resort, Leonnidas

AUGUST 2021
2–4 Principals’ Conference
     Higgins Lake
10 Early Childhood Directors’ Conference
    Shepherd of the Lakes, Brighton
11 Early Childhood Conference
    Shepherd of the Lakes, Brighton
15–16 Board of Directors Retreat
    Location TBD

Calls Accepted
Benter, Cassandra (St. John, Battle Creek, NE) to St. John, Rochester
Brown, Mark (LHSA, Rochester Hills) to Trinity, Clinton Township
Heins, Joseph (Christ Greenfield, Gilbert, AZ) to Immanuel, 
     Sebewaing (Christ the King)
Kitzman, Laura (St. Paul, Northville) to St. Michael, Wayne
Klauer, Susan (Trinity, Bay City) to Peace, Shelby Township
Mayhew, Patricia (Shepherd’s Gate, Shelby Township) to Beautiful   
     Savior, Plymouth, MN
Weston, Ashlea (Bethlehem, Ossian, IN) to Trinity, Manistee

Change of Status
Hausch, Michael (St. Paul, Hamburg) to Emeritus

Transferred Into District
Cruz, Melissa (California-Nevada-Hawaii District) as Candidate
Philp, Sharon (Southern Illinois District) as Candidate

Resigned From Roster
 Forster, Jonathan

Removed From Roster
 Schank, Hannah

Called Home
 Grupe, Elizabeth

A complete up-to-date listing of  Calls and 
Vacancies can be found at michigandistrict.org.

Calls Accepted
Rev. Peter Ahlersmeyer (Indiana District) to Trinity, Fenton
Rev. Dietrick Gladden (Pacific Southwest District) to Michigan   
     District, MAL, Detroit
Rev. Randy Lett (Sawyer) to St. John, Port Sanilac
Rev. Joseph Polzin (Gaylord) to Christ Our King, Saline
Rev. David Prout (Troy) to IIM Immanuel, Dearborn Heights
Mr. Steven Sparks (Dearborn Heights) to SMP Atonement, Dearborn

Change of Status/Title Change
Rev. Larry Warsinski (Clyde) to Emeritus

Transferred Into District
Rev. Dietrick Gladden from Pacific Southwest District
Rev. Mark Werner from North Wisconsin District

NEED NEW




