Lay reader talk (preceding emphasis)


Tapping into Jesus’ Power

Next week we begin a four-week stewardship emphasis titled Fellow Workers on God’s Team.  In his letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are God’s fellow workers…” (1 Corinthians 3:9).  God calls us to participate with Him as co-workers in ministries of service and outreach.  Not only does God honor us by allowing us to be fellow workers, He empowers us to do so.  Even though on the outside we are jars of clay, we are capable of doing some amazing work because Jesus lives within us.  In the words of Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).  

On the outside, we are weak and fragile, but, on the inside, we have this surpassing power of Jesus.  Having this power can be illustrated by the comic book character of Clark Kent, who appeared to be a normal newspaper reporter.  But, when super power was needed, Clark Kent would go into a telephone booth to remove his outer clothes and become Superman who was unstoppable.  As God’s fellow workers, we don’t remove our clothes and become the Superman character, but we are clothed with Jesus Who lives within us and makes all things possible.  

As God’s fellow workers, our outward appearance has little difference from other people, but inside we are unique because of our faith in Jesus.  Through faith, we are able to tap into Jesus’ strength that makes it possible for us to accomplish the tasks He gives us to do.  

May God help us all embrace His call to be Fellow Workers on His Team knowing that Jesus is with us as we participate as fellow workers to serve others and extend His kingdom.
