Being in Ministry
The Pocket Bible Dictionary defines “ministry” as: “Service in the name of God.  Such service demands a spirit of sacrificial service after the example of Christ.  All Christians are called to be ambassadors for Christ in the work of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20), to be fishers of men (Mark 1:17), and to [equip] believers (Ephesians 4:11-12).”

[image: ]Being in ministry is not limited to being a pastor, missionary, or a teacher who are called into full-time ministry.  Just because we don’t make a living by working with a Christian organization, we may think that we aren’t called into full-time ministry, but we are.  We are to serve God wherever he puts us with whatever He has called us to do.  God wants to work with us to bring His will on the earth.

God calls each of us into ministry.  Each of us has a purpose to fulfill, so we are an important part of God plan.  God places us where He wants us to be.  To be effective in the work that God gives us to do, He equips us with the gifts that we will need.  

In His sovereignty, God chose not to evangelize the world by a sudden miracle.  Instead of  using His angels, God chose to use us as His fellow workers in ministry.  He wants to work through us to advance His kingdom, and He wants to involve everyone.

We Are Here for a Purpose.
Living for self is self-destructive, and it gives no long-term peace, contentment, or security.  Solomon tells us in Ecclesiastes that he tried everything to find happiness in life, but all his attempts led only to fleeting earthly joys and dissatisfaction.  Solomon had everything and tried everything, leading him to say that all is “vanity and striving after the wind” (Ecclesiastes 2:26).  Such is a selfish life which ignores being God’s fellow workers in ministry and relationships. 


Although God made Solomon the wisest person in the world, Solomon chased after things that brought no lasting fulfillment.  Nothing has changed; materialistic and consumeristic lifestyles of our day are just as pointless as in Solomon’s time.  Security, satisfaction and purpose in life can be gained only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  He is telling us that our old “I” is nailed to the cross with Jesus as our new Master, putting us under new management.  Now we have a new existence with Christ. Christ’s love changes the direction of our lives – from self to Him who has made and redeemed us.  The compelling love of Christ pulls us away from gratification of our old nature and strengthens us for using all the spiritual resources He has given to serve others and to be in ministry. God’s love is the energizing power that is essential for every life.  Indeed, He died for all people so that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for the Man Who died and was brought back to life for them.  

So, from now on, our perspective is that through faith we are all new creations.  The old way of living has disappeared.  A new way of living has come into existence.  God has done all this.  He has restored our relationship with him through Christ and has given us this ministry of restoring relationships (2 Corinthians 5:15-18).  Our intimate connection with Him is seen in every aspect of our lives - spiritual, physical, material, intellectual, and social.  Because of who we are and Whose we are, our purpose is to submit to God, follow His leading, and involve ourselves in ministry.  

Be My Witnesses
[image: ]Prior to Jesus’ ascension, He told His disciples, “…you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  Filled with the Holy Spirit and His power, the disciples began the task that every generation of Christians since then has continued.  Our sharing takes place in our homes, neighborhoods, at our places of work, and beyond.  We share the Gospel so others will come to know Him as the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).  When we share the Gospel with others, we come to know the joy of the Lord even more.

We have the opportunity to tell others of the greatest miracle that has ever occurred.  The Son of God came to live as one of us, to be humiliated for the sake of those He loves, and then to rise victoriously.  This miracle is one to be shouted from the housetops, for it is meant not just for you and me, but for all people.  That’s what the “Therefore” in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) means.  Christ has died for our sins and risen again so that we might live forever with Him.  He has authority to issue this command.  “Go therefore!”  Don’t keep this miracle a secret.  Take time to tell it to your neighbors and friends.  Use your talents to build up your church so that its mission and ministry might be enhanced.  Spend your resources so that others (if not you yourself) are enabled to be His witnesses to “all nations.”
God blesses us with minds to learn and mouths to speak.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God will give us the words and the courage to use them.  Along with most people, we are eager to talk about the weather, sports, economy, or sometime even politics, but, as Christians, we have been given “this treasure in jars of clay” (2 Corinthians 4:7), the treasure of the Gospel message.  With the good news of the Gospel, we have something vastly more important to talk about.  Our attitude should be like that of Peter and John, who, when commanded to stop speaking of Christ, said, “…for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).
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