Lay reader talk, Week 4


Giving God our Wholehearted Effort

This is the fourth and final week in our stewardship emphasis, Fellow Workers on God’s Team. Our theme for today is “Working Wholeheartedly for the Lord.”  God has chosen to give each of us different gifts and abilities.  Although the type and number of gifts will differ among us, the one constant that God expects is a wholehearted effort to use our blessings to serve Him by serving others.  God’s gifts to us are to be used according to His will, and, because of God’s grace, we can wholeheartedly do the work of the Lord.

In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), a master (God) gave three servants different gifts.  One received five talents, another two, and another one.  It is not a person’s talent which matters but how that person uses it that counts.   God expects that we use our abilities and possessions to the fullest extent.  

In the parable, we see that the reward for work well done is still more work to do.  The two servants who had done their work well are not told to lean back and take it easy because they have done well.  Rather, they are given greater tasks and greater responsibilities in the work of the master.  The productive servants receive even more of the master’s property.  The reward of work well done is not rest, but more work, resulting in greater satisfaction and joy.  

The servant with the one talent did nothing with it.  By not doing anything with his talent, the servant lost his opportunity to be of further service to the master.  It is a mistake not to use what we have been given to offer for the common good.

As Christians, we are called into ministry.  We are God’s representatives who are called to serve.  May we all by faith understand that God is the source of all that we are and have, and that He has provided us with our gifts and abilities to serve Him and His people.  When we tap into His strength and guidance, we will hear Him say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.  Enter into the joy of your Master.” 



