Lay reader talk, Week 1


God’s Fellow Workers

This is the beginning of this year’s stewardship emphasis titled Fellow Workers on God’s Team.  Our theme for today is “God’s Fellow Works Are Servants in Ministry.”  In his letter to the people in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “We are God’s fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9).  Paul understood that as an apostle and ambassador he was a fellow worker.  His use of “we” instead of “I” in his letter to the Corinthians shows that Paul saw himself on God’s team as a fellow worker with God along with others in service to serve the Lord.  

In His desire to seek and save the lost, God chose not to use His vast array of angels.  Instead God chose to use us as His instruments to share the Gospel.  When we tell others about how much Jesus loves them and wants the best for them, we become Jesus’ hands, feet, and mouth.  Jesus works in and through us.  As fellow workers with God, many of us have some wonderful titles.  We can be called servants, witnesses, pastors, elders, teachers, deacons, and so forth.

In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he wrote, “Working together with Him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain” (2 Corinthians 6:1).  What an amazing job we have; we are workers together with Him!  It isn’t that God needs Paul or that God needs us.  Instead, it is that God wants us to be working together with Him for our good.  There is something good and important in work itself, so much so that God wants us to be working with Him.  God did not make us for lives of ease, comfort, and indulgent activities.  God wants us to be His fellow workers, not couch potatoes.  May God fill our hearts with the desire and passion to be His fellow workers.
