In his first letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “We are God’s fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9).  These five words confirm several things,
We are: Because Paul considered others as his co-workers with Jesus, he uses the word “we” instead of “I.”  
God’s:  One of the most powerful truths in this passage is the use of a possessive description “God’s.”  We belong to the God Who created and redeemed us.  We are His treasured possessions.
Fellow: We are not alone.  God is with us, and we are partners with God.  We also have colleagues with us in this work.
[image: ]Workers:  Because God has work for us to do here on earth, He wants us to work with Him.  To be effective, we need to find out what work He has planned for us.  Our goal is not to get God to help us with our work, but instead find what God’s work is, and do it with Him.

Apollos or Paul?
In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul described how divisive the people in Corinth had become.  They were divided in their loyalty to one Christian worker and leader over another.  Instead of being united in their worship and praise of God, the people were divided in their support of either Apollos or Paul.  Using a metaphor of the Corinthians as a field, Paul stated that he and Apollos were merely God’s servants doing God’s work in His field.  Paul wrote, “What then is Apollos?  What is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:5-6).  The people in Corinth are reminded by Paul that they are all on the same team and that there is no competition with each other.  Apollos and Paul were co-workers, each  performing a necessary function.  One is planting, while the other is watering.  They were laborers doing the work necessary to establish a crop.   The crop that they hoped to reap was the souls of the people in Corinth.  Paul and Apollos were God’s fellow workers sharing the gospel.  They were  vessels through whom God was working.


We today are also God’s fellow workers.  By God’s grace, God chooses to use us as workers in His ministry on His team.  Even though we 
we are undeserving of the honor, inadequate for the task, and sometimes even unwilling.  He wants to use us as His partners, His fellow workers.  God could have delegated His work to His angels, but, instead, He honors us with the work of sharing the Gospel.  What an amazing job He entrusts to us!

God Works with Us
Working with God gives us dignity and purpose.  When we consider all the ways God could have done His work, it is even more amazing to know He wants our participation.  Idleness and lack of direction cause hopelessness.  God in His wisdom gives us work to do.  He wants to work with us to help “all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  

The value and importance of working is illustrated by parents (or grandparents) when they encourage participation from their young children with a household project.  A parent  knows that asking a child to help usually involves inefficiency in getting the job done, but there are benefits of such cooperation. Young children can experience a sense of significance.

Our heavenly Father enlists us in the work of sharing the Gospel to all people.  He wants to work with us to bring about His will on the earth.  Each of us has a vital assignment.  Every one of us has a part to play.  God will equip us for our work, and He will guide us.
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Servants in Ministry
Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:28).  He asks no less of us than that we serve others as He has served us.  The writer of Hebrews tells us that we are called and enabled to “serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14).  In our work as servants, we serve God by serving others.  When Jesus was asked, “When did we see You a stranger and welcome You, or naked and clothe You?" Jesus replied, Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:38-40).

While we may and should think of ourselves as God’s servants, let us remember that Jesus gave us the ultimate example of serving our Father by serving others.  Jesus did it all.  Jesus healed those who needed healing; He gave sight to those who were blind; He helped the lame walk; He gave life to us who were dead to sin.  Give praise to God! Jesus did it all.
	
When service opportunities present themselves to us, may we be ready and available to love and serve others in Jesus’ name.  What could be better than being God’s fellow workers to help others hear of God’s love.
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