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In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Today is our second week in our stewardship series “Fellow Workers on God’s Team.
 I’ve titled my message, “Your Role on God’s Team.”

	I pretty much believe that each of us has lived a scenario like this sometime in our lives, most likely when we were children growing up: 
  
“Ok, we are going to pick teams right now.  Everyone line-up on the center line.  John and Bill are captains. John, you pick first.”  
 
What goes through your mind first is: “How come I never get to be a captain?”  But you know the answer; you aren’t the best player out there.  But you hope to be on the best player’s team!   

Next through your mind is: “I hope I get picked first!”  What an honor; what a privilege!   

And then when you are NOT picked first, your next thought is: “Oh please, oh please. Don’t let me be the last one picked!”  

And then your name is called. You jump for joy!  You celebrate!

	I get that way every time I hear the last few words of Isaiah 43:1, “The Lord says…I have called you by name, you are mine.”  Do you know what that means?  God has chosen me for His team.  To be a part of TEAM Kingdom of God!   But not just me, each and every one of you!  By the redeeming grace of Jesus Christ, He tells each of us that He has chosen us for His team!  To be a part of TEAM Kingdom of God!  And every time I hear those words, I realize how blessed I am.  I don’t deserve to be chosen.  I am not worthy to be on TEAM Kingdom of God.  But God still calls me to be His.

	I wonder what it was like to be on the original TEAM Kingdom of God.  Back in the Garden of Eden.  God having created Adam and Eve in His image and likeness.  Blessed to manage all that God had created on the earth.  Having daily discussions with the Creator as they walked through and observed and enjoyed what they had been given to supervise and care for.  But TEAM Kingdom of God encountered an issue.  It seems the team captain of Team Damned for all Eternity coveted God’s team members and lied to them about how much better his team was than being part of TEAM Kingdom of God. His lying worked!  His deceiving was successful!  Adam and Eve chose to be free agents and moved over to the other side!   They discovered it wasn’t what they had been promised.  As a matter of fact, it was nothing like what they known before. Life had changed for them.  Eternity had changed for them.  And how easy it would have been for TEAM Kingdom of God to have given up on them.  But God was not that way.  God IS not that way.

	Instead, God bought Adam and Eve back to be part of TEAM Kingdom of God.  He promised that He would send a Savior – we know Him to be Jesus.  And in spite of their sin.  In spite of our sin.   Even though Adam and Eve deserved to be picked last.  Even though I deserve to be picked last.   He called them to be His own by the love of Jesus.  He has called us today to that same grace and mercy through Jesus Christ. And we are made a part of TEAM Kingdom of God by His doing alone.

	The Gospel lesson for today from Luke 9:1-6, tells us about Jesus initiating TEAM Kingdom of God into action on His behalf.  The twelve disciples had been following Jesus faithfully and listening to His instructions and watching His life and actions.  

	They had just lived the experience of seeing a woman who had struggled twelve years with a bleeding disorder, touch the fringe of Jesus’ garment and be healed by faith.  This was followed up by Jesus raising up Jairus’s daughter from death. What a caring and loving Savior!

	And now, in order for more people to know the grace and care of God, Jesus “called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” (Luke 9:1-2)  Hopefully you now understand why I have been calling us, TEAM Kingdom of God.  

	The followers, disciples of Jesus, were not called just to be spectators but to participate in the work of Christ to proclaim the kingdom of God.  That role has not changed today!  God has called us by name to be His and to be on His team and make known that God’s kingdom wants each and every person on His side.

	Let’s not leave the text quite yet!  “And Jesus said to them, ‘Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics.”  (Luke 9:3)  It wouldn’t be very honest of me if I didn’t tell you that my first reaction to this description about being on TEAM Kingdom of God was great disappointment.  What?  No uniform? Not even a t-shirt?  No equipment provided? No meal money? And I only get to wear one of what I already have?   But isn’t this a great description of what TEAM Kingdom of God is all about?   It’s not about the things of this world, the material stuff we have or get.  It’s all about the message and the promise we have in Jesus for this life and the life to come!

	Luke goes on:  “And whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart. And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them.’” (Luke 9:4-5)  Again, my initial disappointment is that on TEAM Kingdom of God, we probably aren’t staying in any 5-star hotels.  But then I realize, I only need a place to sleep because I’m not going to be spending any extra time there because we will be busy sharing the love and care of Jesus – that is, making a difference in a world that needs to be made different through Jesus!

	Luke shares with us what Jesus’s TEAM Kingdom of God did:  “And they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.” (Luke 9:6)  This was a winning team!  Wouldn’t you agree that it would be wonderful to be a part of this team?  My friends – you ARE a part of that team.  God said: “I have called you by name and you are mine.”

	In case you don’t feel like you may belong, look at the rag-tag group that Jesus called to be His TEAM Kingdom of God: fishermen, a tax collector, and who knows what else! – what a mix!  How could they win anything for Jesus?  On their own, they couldn’t.  But they had been empowered by Jesus, gifted with the Holy Spirit, and sent forth to share the eternal difference of God’s grace.  

Hmmm – I look around and we are kind of a rag-tag group also!  I see accountants, cashiers, nurses and retirees.  How can we win anything for Jesus?  On our own, we can’t.  But we have been empowered by Jesus, gifted with the Holy Spirit, and sent forth to share the eternal difference of God’s grace.  

	So now maybe you are wondering, “Who does what on TEAM Kingdom of God?  I’m not sure what my role would be.”   You may be thinking: “I’m not a good speaker.”  “I’m not a good teacher.”  “I don’t know how to go forth and do (fill in the blank).”   St. Paul shares in today’s reading from 1 Corinthians 12 how God has provided the human body with many different parts that work together for the good of the body.  So, it is with TEAM Kingdom of God.  We are not all expected or even needed to do the same things.  But each of us has been gifted and blessed to have a role. 

How do we know what that role is?  Begin by asking yourself: “How has God gifted me?  What gives me joy when I serve God and serve other people?  What stirs up a passion to serve in me?”  Sometimes it is obvious to you.  Sometimes it is obvious to others. Members of TEAM Kingdom of God have the opportunity to encourage our teammates when we see how they are blessed and gifted to fill a role.

	Maybe you have tried and feel like you have failed, and that you don’t have a role on TEAM Kingdom of God.  It may seem to you at times that there is always someone else that does things better and you don’t seem to have much to offer.  

May I suggest that you could possibly be a Dave Winfield.   Dave Winfield was a Hall of Fame major league baseball player in the 1970’s, 80’s, and 90’s.  His career included over 3,000 hits, over 1,800 RBI’s, and 465 home runs. His role was as a dominant hitter.   But did you know that he was drafted out of college as a pitcher?  His coaches quickly discovered his role was not as a pitcher but as a hitter.  Imagine if he had tried only the role of pitcher?

Sometimes we may try to serve and it just doesn’t work out!  We aren’t all Sunday School teachers!   But TEAM Kingdom of God are people who understand that we don’t always do everything right.  We are on the TEAM because of grace and we seek to extend grace, especially when people are seeking to give glory to God in their lives and fall short. And so, we encourage one another to try a different role on the TEAM. But be re-assured, God has a place and a role for you on TEAM Kingdom of God.   And as you fulfill that role, you do it not for yourself, but for glory of Jesus who has made you part of God’s team.  And TEAM Kingdom of God rejoices in that together!

	The championship has already been won!  Jesus claimed the victory over sin, death and the devil by His atoning death on the cross and His triumphant resurrection from the grave.  And He never intended to claim the championship for Himself alone.  That’s one of the reasons He sent the twelve disciples out preaching the Gospel.  Calling people to faith in the Gospel – making a difference for God’s kingdom for all eternity.  We know from His Word that He “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  (1 Timothy 2:4)  So TEAM Kingdom of God, let’s get ready to proclaim and share that good news Gospel.

And what a team we are for the glory of His name.  Amen.

And may the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, now and forever. Amen.
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