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“The Importance and Purpose of Ministry” 

Prayer: Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, we pray for Your blessings on this study.  Empower us, Lord, to be steadfast in our calling to be faithful workers on Your team.  Teach us to fix our eyes on You so that we will not be deterred in our work.  Mold us into the people You want us to be.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.

Introduction
King David wrote, “The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me” (Psalm 138:8).  Just as God had a purpose for David, so He has for each of us as well.  Have you given much thought to what purpose God may have for your life?  By grace, we understand that we were created for God’s purpose, not ours.  “…for it is God Who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).  Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to acknowledge that God is in control and that we are made for His pleasure.  Through His power, we are transformed into people who stop focusing completely on ourselves and become fellow workers on God’s team.  Our mind-set changes from what we want to do to what God wants us to do.  

In order to understand God’s plan, we need to turn to His Word.  As we read and study God’s Word, His purposes for our lives are revealed to us, and, through the life-giving, empowering Word and Sacrament, we no longer conform to the pattern of the world but are transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2).  God’s purposes become our purposes.  We abandon our agendas and accept God’s agenda for our lives.  We become God’s fellow workers.

Unfortunately, many people live with no real purpose and many others live with no purpose other than to please themselves.  Thomas Carlyle wrote, “The man without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder—a waif, a nothing, a no man.”  We need purpose in order to have meaning for our lives.  If we don’t have meaning, life does not have value or hope.  In Christ, we have purpose, meaning, and hope.

1. What two different mind-sets are presented in Romans 8:5-8?  What mind-set is needed for you to become God’s fellow worker?

2. Can you be successful by the standards of the world and still fulfill the purposes for which God created you?  How/how not?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 3:9; Ephesians 2:10. God has made you part of His team of fellow workers.  What are some good works that God wants His followers to do?

God Gives our Lives Meaning and Purpose
We thank God that He has given us faith and wisdom to understand that He is both our source of life and our purpose for living.  We realize that we exist only because God wants us to exist.  “Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they existed and were created” (Revelation 4:11).  Our purpose is to live for “the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:12-13).  We are blessed to have been given the privilege of being fellow workers with a wonderful and gracious God Who has created us and called us to serve Him.  

When we understand our role and purpose as God’s fellow workers, we begin to see that our time, abilities, and money are tools to accomplish God’s purposes for our lives.  Acknowledging our blessings as gifts from God, we want to show our gratitude for these gifts by using them in ways that accomplish His purposes and extend His kingdom.  Therefore, we are eager to be God’s fellow workers who seek to help others, to serve in church, to witness, and to give.  As we are transformed by the renewing of our minds, we become more selective with the activities and the ways we spend our time, talents, and resources.  As we grow in our understanding of what it means to be fellow workers on God’s team, we become more intentional and focused on using our lives and resources in ways that help us live lives fulfilling God’s purposes for us.

4. What did Jesus say you will do if you love Him (John 14:15)?

5. Knowing that our primary purpose is to glorify God, what are some things that you can do that will remind you throughout the day to glorify Him?

6. Read Luke 8:1-3.  What did the women do as God’s fellow workers?
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7. Read Luke 9:57-62.  What were the excuses the people gave for not following Jesus?  What are other common excuses?  What excuses do you make?

Purpose to Do Good Works
How blessed we are to be given the opportunity to be Jesus’ hands, feet, and mouth as He works through us!  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).

Share the Good News: Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are to share the Gospel with people in our neighborhoods, cities, and throughout the world (Acts 1:8).  God has placed us among many people who do not know Jesus.  With God’s help, we can become very intentional with our witnessing.  He can open our eyes to opportunities and give us the words to speak.

Love and Serve Others: Just as Jesus came not to be served but to serve, He wants us to live lives in service to others.  Jesus tells us, “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant…” (Matthew 20:26).  Greatness in God’s kingdom is characterized by willingness to serve others rather than being served.

Give Generously:  Because we are created in God’s image, we have been made to be giving people.  When we give, we display God’s image and likeness.  Through our generosity, we give glory to our Heavenly Father.  We are to give the first portion of our incomes cheerfully and generously (2 Corinthians 9:7-8; 1 Corinthians 16:2).

8. Read Hebrews 12:1-2.  What lifestyle are you encouraged to live.?  What path are you on as a fellow worker on God’s team?   What is the finish line?

9. How is it different to be a servant than to act as a servant?

10. Read Luke 12:15.  What effect does greed have on your ability to use your money in God-pleasing ways?  What purpose does God have for your money? 

11. Read 2 Corinthians 9:8.  How are you able to become a generous person with your money?

12. Why is it important for you to understand God’s purposes for you in order to become God’s fellow worker?

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for our physical and spiritual lives.  Thank You for this life and the life to come with You.  Help us to live lives of faith and help us to be about fulfilling the purposes and work that You have for each of us.  Place in us a desire to use all things to Your glory.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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