Newsletter article (two months preceding emphasis)
We Are God’s Fellow Workers
In the next couple of months, we will begin our stewardship emphasis titled Fellow Workers on God’s Team.   The theme verse is found in the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians when he speaks about the division in the church regarding whose style of leadership the people would follow.  The people were arguing over whom they would follow.  Paul used an agricultural metaphor to exhort the church to unity.  In this metaphor, some were choosing to follow Paul, who planted, and some Apollos, who watered.  Paul tells them that only God makes things grow so only He should be glorified and worshipped, not mere men.  Paul goes on to say, “For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field, God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9).
Just as Paul and Apollos were God’s fellow workers, He wants us to be His fellow workers.  God uses trustworthy, faithful people who are willing to commit their time, talents, and money to participate in His eternal plan.  As God’s fellow workers, our lives rise to a whole new level of significance.
Through our own initiatives, we are not able to become God’s fellow workers.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit Who sanctifies us so we might lead Godly lives as His workers.  In the words of the Apostle Paul, “You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11).  Our spiritual lives depend entirely on the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit comes to us through God’s Word and Sacraments.  By abiding in Christ’s Word and receiving His Sacraments, we abide in Him and He abides in us.  His abiding in us empowers us to bear fruit as God’s fellow workers.
After Jesus had miraculously fed the 5,000 with five loaves of bread and two small fish, the people who had eaten asked how they could do the work or be God’s fellow workers for the Lord.  They were surprised by the answer Jesus gave them which is found in John 6:29: “This is the work of the Lord, that you believe in Him Whom He has sent.”   God is at work within us.  As long as we remain connected to Jesus through faith, we receive God’s power.  By grace, we understand that it is power given to us.  Through our borrowed power, we are strong in Jesus.
May God use and empower us to be His fellow workers.
