Being a Team Player
While the word team does not appear in the Bible, practically speaking, we through faith become part of God’s team.  God’s team is made up of Christians who place their devotion and trust in Jesus’ grace, love, and forgiveness.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we, as members of God’s team of fellow workers, seek to serve and glorify Him in our thoughts, words, and deeds.  Although we are undeserving and imperfect, God invites us to be on His team, and, we by grace, show our gratitude by using our lives and blessings in ways that please and honor Him.  As part of God’s team, we seek opportunities to encourage other people to join the team so they can enjoy the wonderful blessings that God gives to those on His team.
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Being on God’s team affects our everyday lives.  When we become part of His team, we understand that we don’t make decisions in life on our own.  We seek God’s input, and we understand that we are part of a bigger team.  As team members, we become dependent upon each other. Each team member has a role to play and our actions and effort can either help or hinder the team.

God Calls Us to Be on His Team
In John 15:16 we read, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit…”  It is clear that God chooses those He wants on His team.  The wonderful thing is that we don’t need to have some exceptional talents or abilities.  We don’t need to be people of status, have power, or be attractive for God to pick us.  When Jesus picked His 12 disciples, He picked ordinary, diverse people who were not of elite status.  He chose some fishermen, a tax collector, and one was a political activist  known as “the zealot.”

Team building in sports contrasts with God’s team building.  In sports, coaches look for athletes who already have the gifts and talents needed.  God, on the other hand, calls us to join Him as we are.  With God, there are no tryouts or people getting cut from the team.  God accepts us in our sinful state, and He gives us the gifts we need to be effective members of His team.  God even gives us faith that equips us to be members on His team.  On God’s team, there are always positions to be filled, and God’s team is always the winning team.

Using our God-given Spiritual Gifts
When God makes us members of His team, He equips us for the job.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7).  Later in verse 18 we read, “But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as He chose.”  God calls us to be on His team and then He gives us gifts, through the Holy Spirit so we can be in service to others.  When we work together with God, good things happen.
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The gift or gifts that God gives us can be used in the church as well as outside  the church.  As members of God’s team, we are not limited.  We’re team members where ever we are and so we serve and do our parts wherever God gives us opportunities.

The Importance of Teamwork
In our society, we find many examples where teamwork is evident such as marriages, families, churches, communities, businesses, and in sports.  Teamwork is evident in the Bible starting in chapter one of Genesis where we find the Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, working together in creation.  Again, in creation, God created Adam and Eve, the first human team.  God designed them to complement each other and work as a team.  

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul refers to the Church as a community of believers which make up the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-12).  The whole Christian church is to work as a team. Paul and Barnabas, Paul and Silas, as well as Peter, James, and John are nearly always mentioned in pairs or small groups.  

 Paul refers to the Church as a body, and he uses the parts of the body as an analogy for the way team members need to rely on each other.  Our bodies have many parts—hands, arms, feet, legs, ears, noses, etc.  No matter how many parts we can name, it is only one body.  Every body part is just as God wanted them to be and all are important.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you.”  And the head cannot say to the foot, “I don’t need you.”  On the contrary those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and worked together in harmony with other parts of the body. (1 Corinthians 12:14-26).
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Rating your Team Play
Would your fellow team players call you a dedicated player?  Do they see you as loyal, trustworthy, and hard-working?  What kind of player would Jesus say you are?  As committed members on God’s team, we are called to play on His team each and every day.  Playing on God’s team is about following Jesus in church and out of church, in times of prosperity and affliction, and in our homes and in the world,

May God help us all execute and enjoy our roles as fellow workers on God’s team.
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