[image: ]Bible Study 1
“God’s Fellow Workers Are in Ministry” 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we ask for Your blessings on this study as we look at the privilege and opportunity that You give us to be Your fellow workers.  Grant us wisdom, energy, and guidance to be the kind of co-workers that You want us to be.  In Jesus’ holy and precious name we pray.  Amen.

Theme verse: “For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field, God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9).

Introduction:
God has work to do here on earth, and He has given us the privilege of being His fellow workers.  Instead of using His legions of angels to accomplish His purpose of seeking and saving the lost (Luke 19:10), He wants to work through us  We become partners with God.  We are merely junior partners, but we work together.  We are not alone because He is always with us.  As God’s fellow workers, our lives have new meaning and purpose.  We become less self-centered and more God-centered as we become God’s hands, feet, and mouth to help others know Jesus as their Savior.  

In order for us to be effective fellow workers with God, He blesses us with gifts we need to serve others.  The gifts we receive from God will be of benefit to others, and we receive the joy of working and serving.  When we understand how profound and amazing it is that God wants to include us in His work, we will be filled with deep reverence and awe.

1. From the theme verse, explain the following:
We:
Fellow:
Workers:
God’s field:
God’s Building:

God’s Mission Field
God’s mission field is all around us.  It’s in our homes, neighborhoods, cities, and country.  The whole world is our mission field.  Jesus said, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15).  After Jesus’ resurrection, He said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19).  The vastness of the mission field is understood with the word “all.”  All is again used when Paul wrote, God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  Through faith, we understand that we can share the good news of the Gospel with all people, although many reject the word and resist the Holy Spirit.

2. Read Luke 10:2. What is Jesus calling you and others to do?

The Parable: “Workers in the Vineyard”
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus compares the mission field to a vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16).  We read, “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers in his vineyard” (verse 1).  This is the first verse of a parable known as the “Workers in the Vineyard.”  The words and deeds of the employer in this parable point to God.  It is God Who freely gives the good gifts and invites us to work.  In the parable, the employer hires workers at different times of the day, and, at the end of the day, all workers are paid the same regardless of the hour they were hired.  The parable goes against the principle in the world in that the person who works the longest receives the most pay.  In the kingdom of God, the principles of merit and ability are set aside so that grace can prevail.  

3. Why is it wrong for you to seek God’s blessings on the work you want to do rather than seek God’s guidance on the that He wants you to do?

4. What does God have for you to do?

[image: ]Just as the employer (God) hired workers in the parable, God is inviting us to work with Him.  God wants to involve each of us, and He will show us what He wants us to do.  As His co-workers, we need to follow the direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit.  In the parable, workers were hired at different times of the day.  In our lives, we are invited to be fellow workers at different times and stages of life.  Some of us receive an invitation at a younger age, some middle-age, and others in our senior years.  Whatever age, we should work for the Lord as long as God gives life and health.  We are called to continue working that others might come to know God’s love and eternal plan for them until God takes us to live with Him forever.

5. God doesn’t need a helping hand or fellow workers so why does God choose to work through His people? 

6. Read John 15:4-5. How does God make it possible for you to be His fellow worker?

7. Read 2 Corinthians 5:20. What is God doing?

8. Read Luke 5:10. What was Jesus inviting Simon to do?  And you?


Closing prayer:
Dear Father, we thank You for the confidence and trust You have in us as Your fellow workers.  Give us faith to do Your work well.  Open our eyes to the opportunities to use and give of our time, talents, and money in order to extend Your kingdom.  Thank You for Your love and grace that are with us each and every day.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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