Answer Guide: “Fellow Workers on God’s Team”

Bible Study 1:
1. We:  God’s work is inclusive.  It is not work just for the Apostle Paul (or pastor).  It is all of us.
Fellow:  We are not alone.  God is with us.  We work together.
Workers; We assist God, as we work with Him in the work that He has for us here on earth.
God’s field:  God plants seeds in each of us, and we are to grow a harvest.  From our harvest, we are to plant seeds in our homes, communities, and the world.
God’s building:  We are each uniquely built to be the Church, the Body of Christ.  God is the master builder.

2. Luke 10:2.  God wants each of us to share the Gospel with all people.  God wants all people to be saved, and we are His agents through whom He works.

3. God has a purpose and a plan for each of us.  We need to pray for guidance and wisdom to know and do His will.  It’s a mistake for us to ask God to bless a goal or plan that God does not plan for us.  God knows what is best for us.

4. Personal response.  Can you identify people who you know who do not have a relationship with Jesus?  Do you have neighbors who need a helping hand?  Are you able to help your church by giving more of your time and money? 

5. There is no limit to what  God can do, but He blesses us with the opportunity to be His fellow workers.  It’s amazing that He wants our participation.  When we willingly and faithfully respond to His calling to serve Him by serving others, He is glorified, His kingdom is advanced, and we are blessed.
Being God’s fellow workers gives us dignity and purpose for our lives.  God knows that idleness and lack of direction and purpose causes hopelessness.  As God’s fellow workers, we experience a sense of significance.

6. John 15:4-5.  When we abide in Jesus, we receive His nourishment, which gives us the desire, strength, and wisdom to be God’s fellow workers.  We abide in Jesus when we spend time in His Word, in prayer, attend church, and participate in His Sacrament.

7. 2 Corinthians 5:20.  God is making is appeal through us whom He has made His ambassadors.  

8. Luke 5:10.  Jesus is asking Peter to become a fisher of men rather than a fisher for fish.  Peter becomes one of the 12 apostles.

Bible Study 2:
1. John 15:16.  God chooses us as part of His team.  God is sovereign, and He does the choosing.  In spite of our sinful ways and the fact that we offer nothing of value, God calls us to join His team.

2. The 12 disciples or apostles were not people of power, wealth, or elite status, but God made them His apostles.  From our human perspective, they seem to be underqualified.  Most of the men were fishermen, one was a tax collector (Matthew), and one was known as a zealot (Simon).  They became qualified simply by God’s grace.

3. 1 Corinthians 12:14-16.  The Apostle Paul references how the different parts of the body work so well together.  Each part is vital.  The hands, eyes, legs, ears, feet are all part of a body that needs every single part to be complete and functioning that way God intended our bodies to work.  

4. Hebrews 12:1.  A cloud of witnesses identifies that we are not alone in our journey of faith.  The saints who have gone before us are in a sense our cheerleaders to stay steadfast in our faith and to be God’s fellow workers.  The words “lay aside every weight” refer to the sin that we have in this world.  We are exhorted to put off all the baggage that we carry in this life.  We need to fix our eyes on Jesus knowing that our sins are forgiven.  Through faith, we empowered to move steadily to our home in heaven.

5. Moses, Jonah

6. Romans 14:7; 15:1-3.  As Christians, we become less focused on ourselves and more on Jesus.  Becoming part of God’s team, we become less self-centered and become more God-centered or team-centered.  There is no “I” in team.  We are encouraged to build up our neighbors or fellow team members.

7. To be a good team player, we need to be trustworthy, loyal, hard-working, a team player, dedicated, 

8. The calling of David tells us that God can use each of us because God shapes and makes the person.  David was a shepherd boy who lacked experience, education, and skills yet God made Him a king.  God can use ordinary people to do the extra-ordinary.

9. 1 Corinthians 12:7.  God gives each believer one or more spiritual gifts which are to be used for the common good.  Our challenge is to find what our spiritual gift is and to use in God’s service.

10. Ephesians 4:11-12.  God is equipping His church for ministry.  He is building up the body of Christ.  


Bible Study 3:
1. Romans 8:5-8.  These verses tell us that we can either live according to the flesh or according to the Spirit.  If we live according to the flesh, we live for ourselves and the ways of the world, which leads to death.  To live according to the Spirit means that we live to please God and follow His ways.  The way of the Spirit leads to forgiveness and life eternal.

2. To be successful by the world’s standards, we need to be powerful, famous, wealthy, or all three.  To have worldly success does not prevent us from being faithful members of fellow workers on God’s team, but  having worldly success can be a big challenge to being a Christian.

3. 1 Corinthians 3:9; Ephesians 2:10.  After being called by God to be on His team of fellow workers, we need to give our time, talents, and money to those who are in need of physical and spiritual help.  We are called to assist those in need and to be willing to share the Gospel with all people.

4. John 14:15.  When we love Jesus, we will keep all  His teachings and commandments which translates to “believe in Him!”  See also John 6:29.

5. When we throughout the day give thanks for all of blessings, air, water, shelter, food, clothing, family, etc., we glorify God.

6. Luke 8:1-3.  They were followers of Jesus.  They ministered to Him and gave their financial support.

7. Luke 9:57-62.  The first excuse for not following Jesus was that person needed  to go and bury his father.  The second excuse was that the person needed to go to say his farewells to his family.  Personal response.

8. Hebrews 12:1-2.  We are to live lives looking to Jesus.  We are to run our race with endurance.  We have a cloud of witnesses that refer to the saints that have run their race of faith before us.  They are our encouragers.  The finish line is heaven.

9. The motives and attitudes of service are different.  We can assist or help people and not be a servant at heart.  Non-believers do acts of servanthood.  A servant is someone who shares God’s love in their service.  The Holy Spirit changes the hearts of servants.  They are new people in Christ.  They seek opportunities to serve.

10. Luke 12:15.  If greed controls our hearts, we are reluctant to give generously.  Greed causes a person to want to hold onto his money.  We can have little or lots of money and be greedy.  It is a condition of the heart.  Only the Holy Spirit can break the attitude of greed in a person.  God wants us to use our money to help others and extend His kingdom.

11. 2 Corinthians 9:8.  We are enabled to give by the grace of God.  God is able to make grace abound in our lives

12. In order for us to be effective workers with God on His team, we need to know His will.  Busyness does not mean that we are productive workers.  God is our leader so it is He we need to please.

Bible Study 4:
1. Luke 10:1-3.  Jesus sent His disciples two by two into towns.  They were to be God’s fellow workers to witness to the people who need to hear about Jesus.  God energizes and equips to be His ambassadors.  We need to be available and willing.

2. John 1:16.  We receive grace upon grace.  Martin Luther wrote, “Christ…is an interminable well, the chief source of grace, truth, righteousness, wisdom, and life, without limit, measure or end.”  Grace is received through faith.

3. John 15:1-8.  Jesus is the Vine, and we are the branches.  The branches need to be connected to the Vine for nourishment.  When we are connected or abide in the Jesus the Vine, we receive strength to do our best work.

4. Matthew 25:35-36, 40.  Jesus wants us to feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, provide shelter to the homeless, and clothe the naked.  We are to do this for the poorest of our brothers and sisters.   

5. Acts 20:24.  God gave Paul the mission of testifying “to the gospel of the grace of God.”  Personal response

6. 2 Corinthians 6:1.  We receive God’s death and resurrection in vain when we don’t treasure the gift that we received.  When we treat what God did for us through Jesus lightly, we receive His gift in vain.  We should want to thank and praise God daily for what He did for us through Jesus.

7. 1 Corinthians 4:7.  We are reminded that everything we have comes from God.  Our lives and blessings are gifts from Him.

8. James 2:14-17.  The apostle is saying that action or works will follow faith.  Faith without works is dead.

9. As God’s stewards, we are humble, faithful, generous, passionate, servants, loving, obedient, etc.  We understand that we are given a purpose to protect and expand all that God entrusts to us.

10. Personal response.  

11. John the Baptist said that he must decrease and Jesus increase.  John the Baptist’s mission was to prepare the way for Jesus.  

12. Mark 6:26-28  He was beheaded by Herod.

13. Acts 4:32:37.  Barnabas sold a field that he owned, and he gave the proceeds to the apostles.  Barnabas accompanied Paul on his mission trips.  

14. Acts 9:26-29.  Barnabas encouraged the apostles to embrace Paul as a brother in Christ.  Barnabas is called the encourager.  Acts 15:36-41.  Barnabas forgave Mark and took Mark with him on his mission trip.
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