Sermon      “For We are God’s fellow workers”   
Text: 1 Corinthians 3:9 
Pastor Douglas Adams 
 Grace, mercy and peace be to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today, we begin our stewardship emphasis, Fellow Workers on God’s Team.  Friends in Christ, in this morning’s reading we heard how the Apostle Paul wrote, “We are God’s fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9).  Through Paul, God was telling the people in Corinth that they had the honor and privilege to work with Him and to be important participants in His mission to the world. In this same way, God makes us His fellow workers on His team. As God’s fellow workers, we are His hands, feet, and mouth to the world sharing the hope and joy that is ours as Christians in our faith in Christ. 
So what does it mean to be on/part of a team. Many of us have been part of a team whether it was on the field, the court, or in the workforce. Even if you haven’t been a part of those things, everyone here is a part of a marriage, or a family, or even a team member of this church. Curious about what others in history said about teamwork, I did a quick search online this week. Here are just some of the golden nuggets that I found. 
· Teamwork divides the task and multiplies the success.  
· Alone we can do so little together we can do so much. 
· A boat doesn’t go forward if each one is rowing their own way. 
· The Key to teamwork is to learn a role, accept a role, and strive to become excellent playing it.  Pat Riley.  
· If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together. African proverb.  
God’s mission field is all around us. Whether it is Jesus’ calling and sending the disciples out in teams of two, the prophet Nehemiah having the men working together on rebuilding the temple. One working while the other guarding. Or us here today. God has called us as part of this church family to share the Good News of Jesus with the world around us. No matter the odds.  
Just think about all that we have done together this year despite all that we have had to overcome. (highlight your congregation’s ministries and programs at this time.) 
In faith we share Jesus amazing grace in our homes, communities and church. I would wager that some of your best memories are not ones where you are alone. Rather, if you were to scroll through your memories whether in your mind or on your devices there would be images of you surrounded by family and friends. How much of our lives are interwoven with each other, whether we are family by blood or in faith? The memories of new births, confirmations, or the Christmas and Easter services we have enjoyed together. Celebrations of baptisms, weddings, and yes even funerals bind us together in many and various ways. The trustee work days, VBS, Sunday School lessons, mission trips and servant events here at (church) all help us use our individual gifts and talents to support and help one another. 
We are all fellow workers on God’s team. Unlike many of the other teams we have been on, God isn’t seeking the most talented, the most powerful, or the most attractive. Through Christ’s cross and empty grave God is encouraging the whole world to be part of His family, His team. In a world that is breaking apart and separating into various tribes those who become part of God’s team vary in appearance, color, size and shape. Those on God’s team have various gifts, like various things, and have walked many different paths to be with us today. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we become people of faith who see God as our greatest treasure. Through faith, we commit and are energized to serve God by serving each other.  What we do with our time, talent, and money gives evidence to the team and the God who we serve.
Yet, what is the greatest danger to God’s team? It is us. We, by nature are not team players. Don’t believe me, go coach youth sports. It takes time, practice and a whole lot of patience to coach youth sports. Why? Because by nature they all want, we all want, to be the pitcher, the quarterback, the forward, the goalie, or simply the one who gets the ball all the time. It takes years to coach a child to play and enjoy their own position. Team work does not come to us by nature, it is something that must be taught. 
In nature there is something called the Lone Wolf. A lone wolf is an animal that acts independently or generally lives or spends time alone instead of with a group. The term originates from wolf behavior. Normally a pack animal, wolves that have left or been excluded from their pack are described as lone wolves.
Being a human version of a lone wolf is not beneficial to our relationships. In our human nature we were created to be connected to each other, to the rest of creation, and most importantly to God. Yet, mankind’s fall tore at those relationships. We looked and continue to look inward, desiring to place our needs, our wants, our personal likes and dislikes over and above everything in our world, including God. This my friends, is not a good thing. It is not healthy. It is the very core of our sin. We, in our sinful nature, like being lone wolves. 
Yet, in faith the Holy Spirit reaches out to the world. Out to you and me today with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. With a message telling us that there is a better way of life. A way of faith. A way of not living just for ourselves, but for our neighbors and for God. When Jesus walked the earth He called men and women to Himself. He called them to leave behind their selfish, sinful lives and become part of His family, His team. And that is what we are here today to celebrate. 
Here to celebrate that we are not alone anymore. That Jesus has and will continue to forgive our sins. He has made us part of Himself. In faith, we now have a relationship with Him, with each other and most importantly with our Heavenly Father. We are part of the body of Christ, part of God’s team. We are fellow servants, teammates with the Holy Trinity. 
What is our purpose in this relationship? Our purpose is to grow in our faith toward God and in love toward one another. To find your gifts and talents and passions in this life and put them into service to God and to each other; so that through you and me God’s joy may be made complete. 
We are God’s fellow workers. We have been blessed by the Father with gifts and talents for the job at hand. We have been redeemed and called by Jesus to be a part of His gospel ministry for the world. We have been trained and equipped by the Holy Spirit to do the good works He has prepared in advance. Now all that is left is for us, as a team, as a family, as a church to is to go into all nations baptizing them in God’s name and teaching them everything Jesus has commanded us. Are you ready? If so, then we now pray, put us in coach we are ready to play. In Jesus name.  Amen. 
