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“Your Role on God’s Team”

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we ask for Your blessings on this study.  Use this time to draw us closer to You.  Thank You for making us part of Your team.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Introduction:
Through faith, we become part of God’s team.  The Church is like a team devoted to serving Jesus Christ.  The team consists of men, women, and children from different racial and economic backgrounds.  The team is the family of God.  As members of God’s team, we seek “to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10).  God’s love flows through us as we love all those around us by bringing them the good news of salvation, encouraging one another in the faith.   As part of God’s team, we seek opportunities to recruit other people to join the team so they can enjoy the wonderful blessings that God gives to those on His team.

God invites us to be on His team, and, we by grace, show our gratitude by using our lives and blessings in ways that please and honor Him.  Being on God’s team affects our everyday lives.  When we become part of His team, we understand that we don’t make decisions in life on our own.  We seek God’s input, understanding that we are part of a bigger team.  God want us to learn to care for one another and to work together as a team.  As team members, we become dependent upon each other, and especially dependent on the Holy Spirit.  Each team member has a role to play and our actions and efforts can either help or hinder the team.  In our prayers, we thank God that He has invited and chosen us to be on His team.  He didn’t invite us because we were such important or attractive people, but because we are just the opposite.  God demonstrated His love by inviting and using underserving people such as we are to be on His team of fellow workers.

1. Read John 15:16. How do you become part of God’s team?

2. What qualifications did the 12 disciples have to be on God’s team?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-16. How is the importance of team work portrayed in these verses?

Runners on God’s Team
In speaking to the people in Ephesus, the Apostle Paul wrote, “However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the Gospel of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24 NIV).  This task of testifying to the Gospel was not one that Paul chose for himself.  It’s a task that was given him by the Lord Jesus Himself, and it’s a task given to each of us as members of Christ’s team.  Paul referred to the carrying out of this task as a “race.”  Picture Jesus as Paul’s coach in this race—a running relay race, let’s say.  He hands Paul the baton and sets him off running.  He encourages Paul along the way and then, when the time is right, Paul hands off that baton.  Running alongside is Silas, who gains speed and then takes the baton as Paul slacks off for a rest.  Then comes Barnabas, then Timothy, then, somewhere down the line, you! 

Jesus is more than coach, though.  He’s the recruiter, of course, Who has chosen us to run His race. He is the trainer who enables us to run.  He’s also the designer of the track.  He knows where the bends in the road come and where it slopes downward and where it rises steeply.  Whether we are slow or swift of feet, Jesus has made us all winners through His work on the Cross.

4. Read Hebrews 12:1.  What is mean by “a cloud of witnesses” and “lay aside every weight”?

A Victory for the Team
In the Apostle Paul’s letters, he often described God’s followers as being “in Christ.”  To be “in Christ” means that Christ represents us.  Pastor Rankin Wilbourne in his book Union with Christ illustrates the idea of representation in a sports metaphor.  “When the forward on a soccer team scores the winning goal, that goal and the victory are credited to the entire team, even to the players sitting on the bench, even to the fans sitting in the stands or sitting on their sofas at home—even to those fans who didn’t see the game.  They all participate in another’s triumph.”  Pastor Wilbourne goes on to write, “In the same way, Christ represents those who place their faith in Him.  If we are united to Christ, then we are united to Him all that He has done for us.  Christ represents those who come to be His so thoroughly that we are said to have been ‘crucified with Christ’ (Galatians 2:2), ‘buried…with Him’ (Romans 6:4), and ‘raised with Christ’ (Colossians 3:1).  As God’s people who are “in Christ,” we participate in Christ’s victory.  All this is His is ours.  We are part of the winning team.”

God Develops His Team
Most of us at one time or another have chosen not to get involved in some activity at church because we feel that we don’t measure up.  We can feel unqualified to be part of the team.  An example is the prophet Jeremiah who lacked confidence to speak for the Lord.  “Then [Jeremiah] said, ‘Ah, Lord God!  Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth’” (Jeremiah 1:6).  God responded to Jeremiah saying, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak.”  (Jeremiah 1:7).

When we are invited and join God’s team, He provides and equips us with what we need to be effective members of His team.  God provided what Jeremiah lacked.  “Then the Lord put His hand and touched my mouth.  And the Lord said to me, ‘Behold, I have put My words in your mouth’ ” (Jeremiah 1:9).  In the same way, God will give us the strength and tools that we need to be fellow workers on His team.  We can do all things through Him (Philippians 4:13).

5. Other than Jeremiah, who are some other people in Scripture who had reasons and excuses for not doing what God was asking for them to do?

6. Read Romans 14:7; 15:1-3. What do you need to rid yourself of?
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7. What makes a good team player?  Do you fit your description?

God Called and Prepared David
In his youth, David was a shepherd boy.  God didn’t recruit David to be part of His team because he was powerful, wealthy, or a person of status.  God equipped David over a period of years, beginning in his early years, for the responsibilities He laid before David.  As a shepherd, David did what shepherds do.  In order to protect his flock of sheep, he became adept with a sling to fend off wild animals.  When the time was right, God used David’s skill with a sling to kill Goliath.  David used his talent for the right cause and purpose.  Goliath was the champion of the Philistines, and he mocked and defiled God.  David’s rock hit him between the eyes and Goliath died instantly.  David helped restore the honor that God deserved.

Through faith, we understand that God guided the rock that killed Goliath, and we know that God could have used any person He wanted to use to stand up to Goliath.  God used David to save His people.  In the same way, God wants us to use us and our gifts and talents as members of His team.  We don’t need to have any special abilities because God develops His team as He sees fit.  He takes ordinary people and equips and empowers them to do extraordinary work.

8. What is the message to you about the way that God used David?

9. Read 1 Corinthians 12:7. What are you given?  How are you to use what God has given to you?

10. Read Ephesians 4:11-12. What is God doing for the Church?

Prayer: Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, thank You for Your amazing love that was shown to the world when You sent Your Son to the Cross to save us all from our sins and to give us life forever with You.  Help us to be fruitful as fellow workers on Your team.  Thank You for giving our lives meaning and purpose.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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