God’s Gift of Grace
Scripture is very clear that we are saved by grace alone through faith in Christ alone.  (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Additionally, that same grace that saves us also motivates and equips us to work wholeheartedly in using our talents, abilities, and gifts as God’s fellow workers.  Just as the night follows day, our commitment to give God our all follows our salvation by grace.  Because of God’s grace, we can serve, give, and do the work of the Lord.  By ourselves, we are powerless, “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift” (Ephesians 4:7) — grace to live lives worthy of the Lord that we might bear fruit for Him 
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Giving God our Best
Scripture is clear that God expects and deserves our best.  “Be steadfast…always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58b). God wants us to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10).  God wants us to be productive people in His kingdom.  When we commit our lives and resources to His service, we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23).
	
As Christians, we are called into ministry.  Through faith, we become more than just spectators.  We are God’s fellow workers who are called to serve.  Just as Jesus ministered to the people of His time, we are to do the same today.  “For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15).  Our ministries take place in our homes, in our neighborhoods, in our churches, and in our places of work.  Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).  Reaching out to the lost is at the very heart of our ministry.  We have in Christ the saving truth of the Gospel that all people need to hear.

The standard set for us in God’s Word is high:
· God tells us to be conformed to the image of His Son (Romans 12:2).
· He tells us to love as He loves (John 13:34), to forgive as He forgives (Ephesians 4:32), to walk as He walked (1 John 2:6).
· He tells us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44), to be holy in all manner of conduct (1 Peter 1:15).
· He tells us to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17), to be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord (Romans 12:11), to give cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7).
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· He tells us to abound always in the work of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58), to feed His sheep (John 21:17), to do everything in the name of Jesus (Colossians 3:17).

We cannot live up to these standards in our own strength.  We are not sinless, but, through God’s power, we still strive to sin less and live lives worthy of Him.  “Now to Him Who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to Him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.  Amen” (Ephesians 3:20).

Good Works Are Important
Good works are an important part of our lives as Christian stewards because, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  As we ask the Lord to enable us to submit to His will, He will put before us those good works He has prepared for us to do.
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Paul states that we are God’s “workmanship created in Christ Jesus.”  With the same power that God used in the beginning to create man from dust and later to resurrect Jesus from the dead, He raises us out of spiritual death and makes us new people—His workmanship—transformed stewards whose works are evidence that we are new creatures.  By the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, we are brought into God’s kingdom.  As new people living under the power of the Gospel, we desire to honor God by giving Him our best.  Because Christ has redeemed us from all wickedness and purified for “Himself a people for His own possession,” we are eager to do good works (Titus 2:14).

Jesus lived the perfect life in our place, and He makes our impoverished best efforts and good works acceptable to our Heavenly Father.  The prophet Isaiah wrote that “all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” (verse 64:6).  Only those acts done in Christ’s name and for Him through faith are God-honoring.  Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  Our good works, made acceptable through Jesus, give glory to our Heavenly Father.

Doing God’s Will
The Apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:17, “Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”  As we study and meditate on His Word and seek His direction through prayer, God reveals His will for our lives (Romans 12:1-2).   Out of gratitude for Christ Who gave us His all, we devote ourselves to doing His will.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can do our best in service and commitment to the Lord.














Stewardship Advisors
248-644-6150
Copyright © 2021




Working 
Wholeheartedly 
for the Lord

[image: ]


Week Four of:

“Fellow Workers
on
God’s Team”

image1.png
)
Grace

of God




image2.png
FAITH
that
WHRKS




image3.png
g ffor we are Y
HIS “f

workmanship,
created in
CHRIST JESUS b

for good works, 1l
which GOD




image4.png
erving the
[9rd with
s Gladness




