
Continued on reverse side

Transforming Spirits, Stories, and Cities
A2E Initiative

Spring 2021

My Dear Friends in Christ,

The LORD is risen! HE is risen INDEED! Alleluia!

What a heaven-sent joy that so many of our churches were celebrating 
Easter in person (socially distanced)! Come death or the brutalities of life 
... the Good News of Jesus Christ—making full payment before the courts 
of heaven for the world’s sins and rising three days later, demonstrating 
that with the acceptance of that payment also came the defeat of 
mankind’s fi nal, great enemy: death—was proclaimed and praised! This 
was a foretaste of heaven, an almost indescribable opportunity, to sing 
and recount the work of the Son of God, Jesus, the world’s Redeemer 
TOGETHER and to hear the proclamation of the Gospel TOGETHER! 
May our worship TOGETHER continue with boldness and 
determined resolve!

Undoubtedly, these past 14 months have signifi cantly 
challenged and/or changed our lives. Many adjustments 
were made, are still being made, and might be for the 
foreseeable future. Nonetheless, our faith and confi dence 
is in Jesus Christ, who is “the same yesterday and today 
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus is our comfort, our 
strength, and our hope for time and eternity!

Even with the reality of more and more people receiving 
their vaccinations for COVID-19, the Michigan District 
also—because of venue and planning restrictions and 
fi scal responsibility—has made many adjustments. Our 
Spring Pastors’ in-person conferences and The Katie 
(pastor’s wives) conference were all replaced with 
virtual conferences, and the Offi  ce Personnel Conference, 
as well as the Junior High Youth Gathering, were again 
postponed until 2022.

As much as it pains me to see such events canceled, changed, 
or postponed in 2021, it is the cancellation of our annual 
Urban Sports Camps/VBS programs for the second straight 
year that truly grieves me the most. I know how important these 
camps are to the hundreds of young people from Detroit, Flint, Pontiac, 
and Benton Harbor who have attended them over the years. As much as 
I wish we could hold camps this summer, with so much uncertainty the 
planning and implementation of the camps proved impossible.

Please know, however, that ministry in our urban centers continues and, by 
the grace of God, thrives. During the summers when the camps have taken 
place, it was your generosity and the generosity of many others that made 
them possible. So, dear friends, although the camps are vacant this summer, 
will you please join me in fi nancially supporting and strengthening 
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            President Maier, I would like to support the Here We Stand Campaign!
Enclosed is my tax deductible gift of :
Please designate my gift to:
The Here We Stand Campaign also has three other initiatives that would benefi t from your support.

$1,000 $500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other
Innovative Missional Ministry (A2E)

Professional Church Workers Scholarships Endowment Fund International Ministry

Name

Address

Phone Number

Congregation/City

Credit Card Number                 Expiration Date

Signature                                                Date

City State Zip 

(MasterCard, Visa, Discover, American Express, Diners Club)

Cardholder’s Name (as it appears on the card)

Email

Billing Address (if different from above)

By signing this form, the card holder is authorizing the Michigan District, LCMS to debit their card.

Please make checks payable to Michigan District, LCMS or provide credit card information below. Return completed form and check (if applicable) in the en-
closed envelope. 

Attn: Development Department
Michigan District, LCMS
3773 Geddes Road
Ann Arbor, MI  48105

Return to:
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