Stewardship: 
It’s about TIME
  ---------------------------------------
Our time is an important
gift from God.
 ---------------------------------------
[image: ]David said, “My times are in Your hand…” (Psalm 31:15). Are you using your time in wise and fruitful ways?  Of all the gifts God gives us, time is one of the most valuable, because it’s not something we can reclaim.  Therefore, we must make the most of it while we have it.  All the time we have is a trust from God to be used for doing the things that bring Him honor and praise.  

[image: ]God gives long lives to some, short lives to others, but all of us are given the same 1,440-minute or 24-hour day.  Our concern is not how many of these days God will give us, but to use every hour God does give us to please Him and accomplish the tasks He sets before us.  

What is important to us is indicated by how we spend our time.  If we acknowledge God as the Giver of time, will we not want to make time for Him?  The amount and quality of time we spend with God determines the relationship we have with Him.  How we spend our time shows what is important to us. 
Stewardship: 
It’s about TALENTS
  ---------------------------------------
Our talents are important
gifts from God.
 ---------------------------------------
God gives us different abilities and talents in all areas of life so that we may do His work.  Not only is God the source of our abilities and talents, He gives us motivation to develop them and opportunities to use them in His service.  Whether we are given many or few talents, we are to be thankful for what we receive and use them to extend His kingdom and in service to others.

God wants us to be productive people.  The Apostle Paul wrote, God wants people “eager to do what is good” (Titus 2:14).  He does not appreciate laziness, idleness, or fruitlessness.  He calls us to bear fruit (John 15:16), to serve (Ephesians 6:7), to give (Matthew 10:8), to love (Matthew 22:37-38), to witness (Ephesians 3:7), and to obey (John 14:23).  God seeks people through whom He can work.  Through our lips, He tells others of His life-saving Gospel; through our hands and feet, He brings love and care to the needy; and through our minds, hearts, and checkbooks, He financially supports the work of the Church.	

Stewardship: 
It’s about MONEY
  ---------------------------------------
Our money is an important
gift from God.
 ---------------------------------------
Money is an integral part of our lives, because so much of life revolves around money.  We can use it for good, or we can choose to use it as a tool for immoral and/or improper purposes.  In God’s Word, we find many references to money and possessions.  In fact, it is one of the most discussed topics in Scripture.  The Bible helps us see that our faith influences how we handle money, and we also see that how we handle money influences our faith.  Faith and money intersect constantly.  Jesus tells us that we are to serve God rather than to be slaves to money and possessions.  We can’t worship the Almighty and the almighty dollar.  

[image: ]Through faith, we understand that God has given us the ability to earn our money (Deuteronomy 8:18), and He provides money for our needs and the needs of others both physically and spiritually.  God enriches us to be a blessing to others.   Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).


Faithful Stewardship
[image: ]Our stewardship is the expression of our faith as we manage our lives and resources for God’s purposes.  It is the wise management of who we are and all that we have.  God has chosen us as His stewards and grants us the wonderful privilege to serve Him.  He also equips and empowers us for service.  As He molds and transforms us into His stewards, we acknowledge that everything in this life is a sacred trust from Him.  God is the source and owner of all things.  He allows us to use His creation and intends it for our good.

Our stewardship is seen in our deeds and actions.  Our acts of stewardship become more Christ-like as our relationship with Jesus grows.  Out of love and gratitude for our Savior Who has redeemed us, we are eager to perform our stewardship activities.  Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we become faithful stewards who respond willingly and joyfully to God’s love, goodness, and mercy.  Through faith, we are empowered to do as God directs us in 1 Peter 4:10: “As each has received a gift, use it serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”

A Lifestyle of Stewardship
In a lifestyle of stewardship, we commit our lives, gifts, and resources to serving the Lord and fulfilling His will for our lives.  Being a Christian steward involves the way we view life, our whole human vocation, the ordering of our lives, and the deployment of all of God’s blessings.  Jesus said, “I have come to do Your will, O God” (Hebrews 10:7).  Just as Jesus came to do His Father’s will, we are also called to do His will.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Because our sinful nature no longer controls us, our lifestyles reflect the presence of the Holy Spirit.  Our minds are set on doing what the Spirit desires.  Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we are taught to put off the old self, “and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24).

Thoughts to Ponder:
1. How are you expressing your gratitude to God for all the blessings He gives you?
1. Is God honored by the way you use your time, talents, and money?
1. As a called and equipped steward, how are you using your blessings to help others hear the life-saving Gospel?
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GOD CALLS AND
EQUIPS US 
TO BE HIS STEWARDS
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Coming Soon:
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of God’s Gifts”
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