Bible Study 3: 
“Generous and Ready to Share” (1 Timothy 6:18) 
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Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, You have called us to be stewards by Your grace.  You have entrusted to us so many gifts.  Help us use Your gifts in accordance with Your will.  Bless the study that we are about to begin.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

More Blessed to Give
It has been said we have been given two hands so we can receive with one and give with the other.  It is nice to be on the receiving end, but it is even more meaningful to be the giver.  Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  Jesus knew that our acts of giving return to us more than what we give.  God wants only the best for us when He asks us to give.  We should view our giving as an opportunity rather than an onerous obligation.  Through our giving, God is able to make an impact in our world.  He uses our generosity to help those in need, build His Kingdom, and to strengthen and enrich us as givers.

Giving is something that does not often come naturally, but God’s grace virtually compels a response to His love (2 Corinthians 5:14).  The depth of God’s love within us makes us cheerful, faithful givers who desire to emulate our Savior Who gave His all.  God’s grace empowers us to be fruitful with our lives and resources. 
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The basic urge of our secular society is to “get.”  This self-centered and self-seeking attitude contrasts with the exhortation to Christians to give.  The Christian’s focus is centered on God and others.  The Holy Spirit changes us from self-regarding to regarding others, from getting to giving, from selfish ends to altruistic ends.

1. Read Genesis 4:1-16; Hebrews 11:4: 1 John 3:12.  What was the difference between Cain’s and Abel’s offerings?   

2. Are your offerings more like Cain’s or Abel’s?  Why?

3. Read 2 Samuel 24:18-25.  What did David insist on doing?  For what reason?

4. God loves us and wants the best for us.  Why is giving an important part of our relationship with Jesus?

5. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7.  What part did God’s grace have in the ability of the Macedonians to give so generously?  How about your giving?

6. God commanded His people in the Old Testament to tithe or give one-tenth of their incomes (produce or harvest) to the work of the Lord.  Should you give more or less under grace than under the Law?

Your Attitude toward Giving
Giving with the proper attitude is crucial.  The Apostle Paul wrote to the people in Corinth: “If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:3).  Giving to the poor is very commendable, but, if it is done with the wrong attitude, without love, there is no benefit to us as givers.  

When we have the attitude that our gifts to people in need, to our church, and other Christian causes are actually to the Lord, our giving becomes an act of worship.  Because Jesus Christ is our Creator, our Savior, and our faithful Provider, we can express our gratitude and love by giving our gifts to Him.  When we place our offerings in the offering plate during worship, we should consciously remind ourselves that we are giving our gifts to the Lord Himself.

God’s Word tells us that when our gifts are given with the proper attitude, the giver benefits as much or even more than the recipients of the gifts.  As we respond to God’s love for us by giving back to Him part of what He’s given to us, He reacts by giving us even more.  “Give, and it will be given to you.  Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38).  God loves and gives to all people, but, through our faithful and generous giving, we are blessed even more. When we give to others, we experience one of the true joys of being Christians. [image: C:\Users\Ron\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\1LF1VP9V\give_thanks6[1].jpg]
 
7. In the story of the Poor Widow (Luke 21:1-4), why did Jesus commend the widow who gave little and not the rich who gave much?

8. What did Jesus mean when He said, “For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you”? (Luke 6:38).

Changing Selfishness into Generosity
By God’s grace, appropriated to us through Word and Sacrament, we are transformed in our thinking.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  As new people in Christ, we seek ways and opportunities to share not just our money, but all of God’s gifts with others.  Our selfish hearts are transformed into hearts filled with a desire to share God’s blessings to us with others.  We share the experience of Zacchaeus, who had lived a selfish life as a tax collector, but, after meeting Jesus, became a new creation, one filled with a generous spirit (Luke 19:1-10). 

Through faith, God’s people are moved to give even when they do not have as much as Zacchaeus.  In Genesis 8 and 9, we read of Noah’s sacrifice.  Descending from the ark, Noah did not have much.  Yet, as a first act of worship for the protection he and his family received, Noah built an altar and sacrificed some of the clean animals as burnt offerings.  Noah made the sacrifice because he trusted that God would continue to provide for him.  That same faith and trust that empowered Zacchaeus and Noah to give enabled the Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-24) to give the last of her food.  The widow in Luke 21:1-4 was also able to give all of her money to God because she put her complete trust in Him.

Because of God’s grace given freely to us, we do not have to continue living as selfish people.  We can become detached from our money, seeing it as a tool to be used for God’s purposes.  When we surrender our wills to God, He will enable us to become less interested in our money and demonstrate the fruit of generosity.
[image: ]
The Importance of Giving
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus told us: “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15).  It is our duty and joy as believers in Christ to spread the holy Word of salvation so that others can enjoy eternity with us.  To obey this command requires money.  Our churches and those who serve in the church need funds for ministry.  Missionaries must be trained and sent into the field.  Television and radio programs require money so the gospel can reach those who otherwise would not receive it.  Food and clothing must be provided to the poor so that they will be able to be receptive to the good news of the Gospel.  How are they to receive this money?  The Apostle Paul wrote, “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper…” (1 Corinthians 16:2).

9. Read Malachi 3:10. What challenge does God issue?

10. Read 2 Corinthians 8:7. How can we excel in the grace of giving?

Prayer: Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, thank You for this study on giving.  Give us the courage and generosity to share what You entrust to us with those in need and to extend Your kingdom.  Help us to be serving and giving people.  We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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