SERMON for First Week: 
“Good Stewards of God’s Varied Grace”
Text: 1 Peter 4:1-11

Grace, mercy, and peace be to all of you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and may His Spirit fill your heart and your mind in the hearing of His Word.

Today is the first week on the theme Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts   Our text is taken from 1 Peter 4:1-11, in particular verse 10 which reads: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  I hope and pray that the message today titled “Good Stewards of God’s Varied Grace” as well as those messages you’ll hear over the next two weeks will help us become people who live as Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.

Unfortunately, some people feel uncomfortable during stewardship sermons.  Many Christians have misconceptions and misunderstandings and have been misdirected about what stewardship is, so they often react negatively when it’s talked about.  One of the major misconceptions is that we associate stewardship only with encouraging people to give more money in support of the church.  As I speak to you today, it is my hope and prayer that I can help you disconnect stewardship from the idea that it is only about “paying the bills.”  At the heart of stewardship is a personal, intimate relationship with Jesus.  I am convinced that there is little in life that can help us grow in our relationship with Jesus more than good, solid, intentional Biblical stewardship.  The goal of the stewardship ministry in our church is to help us grow in our relationship with Jesus through the use of the time, talents, and treasures that God has entrusted to us.
     
If we as God’s people are going to understand stewardship, we need to have an understanding of what God’s Word is telling us about our role as God’s stewards.
 
First of all, God has called and chosen us to be His stewards.  We have been given this privileged status of being a steward purely by God’s grace.  A steward is a person who manages the assets of the owner according to the owner’s will and purpose.  God has placed us in the role and has given us our identity as His stewards.  It is first being a steward before it is doing stewardship.  Who we are determines what we do.  Everything we do, everything we say, and everywhere we go emanates from our sense of identity.  Understanding whose we are and our identity as God’s stewards, we seek to please Him by faithfully doing His will

As stewards, we oversee or manage everything that the Lord has given us, which is everything that we are and have.  Then we are to see to it that our gifts are used in the most useful and efficient manner possible according to God’s will to help build His kingdom.  Stewardship, then, is service to God from the perspective of being a manager or steward of what He has given us.  The stewardship department of the LCMS defines stewardship as follows: “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and the church in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purpose.”  It’s the response of our entire lives to Christ out of gratitude for His amazing love for us that meant death on the cross.  It is giving of everything we are and everything we have to Him, as He directs.  It’s total commitment.  It’s the fruitage of our lives.  It’s faith in action.
     
We can see from that LCMS definition that what we give to the church monetarily speaking is only a small portion of the overall stewardship picture.  Stewardship is living out the Christian life.  It is a response to God’s gracious act of sending Jesus to suffer and die that we might have life in His name.  Through faith, we understand that it is the Gospel that motivates and empowers us to be Christian stewards.  The Law instructs and informs the Christian steward.  

The biggest challenge that we face in being God’s stewards is that by nature we don’t want to be stewards.  Our natural desire is to be owners.  We want to possess things.  This attitude to be owners and wanting to possess things works against our calling to be God’s stewards.  We have an inborn tendency to be self-centered, selfish people.   In our sinful state, we seek our own interests, and we are ultimately concerned about ourselves.  Without God’s help, we think little about the interest or needs of others.

Martin Luther defined sin as man turning in on himself.  He described sin this way, “It enjoys itself and uses everyone else, even God; it seeks itself and its own interests in everything; it brings it about that man is finally and ultimately concerned only for himself.  This is the idolatry that determines all he does, feels, undertakes, thinks, and speaks.  Good is only what is good for him and bad only what is bad for him.”

Selfishness is seen in how we use our time.
It is often said that time is more precious than money.  Because of the busyness of our age few of us think we have much if any discretionary time.  How easy we forget that it is God Who gives us our time.  He wants us to bear one another’s burdens and to use every opportunity to “do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).  We all have our given duties at work and home but we are to go beyond our duties and bear each other’s burdens.

Another area of selfishness involves money.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Studies show that the Christian households give approximately 2.5 percent of their incomes to religious causes.  If we as God’s people truly believed that all that we have has been entrusted to us by God, we would be eager to give more to help those in need and to extend God’s kingdom.  Every dollar that we receive is a gift from God.  We are to be faithful stewards of our money and not consume it only on ourselves.  God shows us opportunities to help people who are less fortunate. 

Another area of selfishness involves inconsiderateness.
An inconsiderate person does not think about the impact of his or her actions on others.  The person who is always late and keeps others waiting is inconsiderate.  The person who talks loudly on his or her cell phone to the disturbance of others nearby is selfishly inconsiderate.  When we don’t think about the impact of our actions on others, we are being selfishly inconsiderate.

William Gladstone, who many years ago, served as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom wrote, “Selfishness is the greatest curse of the human race.”  Selfishness in its many forms has been around since sin entered the world and we are no strangers to it.  It is this sin, with all the others, that we lay at the foot of the cross and receive the forgiveness won for us there.  Our lives as children of God are marked by repentance and forgiveness and the desire to live as God would have us live.  God’s Word encourages us away from self-centeredness and toward generosity.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God Who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.  They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share” (1 Timothy 6:17-18).  

As God’s children and as His stewards, we are accountable for all that He entrusts to us.  How do you answer the following questions?
1. Do we have a right to use our time a as we see fit?  The right answer is “No.”
2. Do we have a right to use our money as we determine?  The right answer is “No.”
3. Do we have a right to use our bodies as we please? The right answer is “No.”
4. Do we have a right to use our intelligence only to gain fame and comfort for ourselves?  The right answer is “No.”

In spite of our sinful and selfish ways, God has chosen us to be His stewards.  By His grace, God transforms us into stewards who seek to follow His ways rather than our own.  With changed hearts, we embrace His love and plan for our lives.  Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we surrender our desires and plans to follow and serve Him.  God empowers us to put aside our need to be owners who are in control as we become faithful stewards who seek to do His will.

With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can be Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.  May God help us all be the stewards that He wants us to be.  Amen.
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