Newsletter article


“Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts”

I’m excited to inform you that our stewardship emphasis for this year is Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.  I’m confident that the three weeks of messages and Bible studies will help you grow in your spiritual and stewardship journeys.  

The three-weekly themes are:
Sunday ___ (Date) ____:	“Stewards of God’s Varied Grace” (1 Peter 4:10)
Sunday ___ (Date) ____:	“As We Have Opportunity, Let Us Do Good to Everyone” (Galatians 6:10)
Sunday ___ (Date) ____:	“Generous and Ready to Share” (1 Timothy 6:18)

[image: ]In our short time on earth, we are called by God to take care of His things.  Through faith, we understand that all we have belongs to the One Who created us.  Being a steward is faith in action.  The following quote from Thom and Art Rainer in their book Simple Life will help us better understand what it means to be God’s stewards:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stewardship is a word we often hear from behind the pulpit but rarely outside the walls of the church…A steward is traditionally one who takes care of another’s household.  A steward watches over the domestic affairs so that the master may focus on whatever he deems most important.  Much trust is placed in the steward by the master.  He is expected to act in the best interest of his master, with or without his oversight.  So stewardship consists of managing those obligations given to the steward.  By nature of the word, stewardship requires some type of higher authority.  It is a position of submittal to a greater good.  It is the denying of oneself and the exalting of another.  It is commitment to the well-being of another, knowing that his happiness will result in your happiness.

What a privilege and honor that God Who has created us and recreated us in Baptism chooses us to be His stewards!  In this honored position, we are expected to be responsible and accountable.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:2).  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we become Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.

I pray that our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts, will be a blessing to us all.  May God continually bless us as faithful stewards of the many blessings He has entrusted to our care.

Your fellow steward in Christ,


Pastor _____________________
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