Bible Study 2: 
“As We Have Opportunity, Let Us Do Good to Everyone” (Galatians 6:10)
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Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us the wonderful privilege of being Your stewards.  Help us to seek to do Your will and rely on Your wisdom and strength in all that we do.  Bless our study as we focus on ways that we can serve You by helping and serving others.  In Jesus’ holy and precious name we pray.  Amen.

Do Not Grow Weary in Doing Good
Do you wake up in the morning thinking about whom you can help and serve each day?  Who needs some special time and attention?  The answer for most of is no.  By ourselves, we aren’t capable of changing our focus from ourselves to others.  In fact, the whole idea of service runs counter to a culture that encourages us to be served.  Our society encourages us to promote ourselves and put our own needs first.  We are taught that we better look out for ourselves, because no one else will.  As God’s children, who live in God’s counter-cultural kingdom, we know that we are called to give our time, energy, and effort to serve others.  While on earth, Jesus gave us the perfect example of a giving life full of service and compassion.  Jesus spent time with the blind, lame, hungry, and spiritually destitute people.  Only through the power of the Holy Spirit can we be changed into people who are eager and willing to serve.  God is calling us to be His hands, feet, and mouth to help those who are in need.  God will lead us where He wants us to serve, and opportunities for service abound.  Because of God’s calling and our devotion to Him, service becomes our way of life.  Service is what emanates from a life filled with love and devotion to Christ.
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The Apostle Paul wrote the following to the believers in Ephesus: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10 NIV).  The instruction is clear that we are to render help and service and not sit in idleness.  Our motivation to help people stems from the fact that God loved us first, and we are so overwhelmed by His love that we want share that love with others.  Our actions flow from changed hearts.

A lawyer asked Jesus, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it.  You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:36-39).   Jesus came to earth not just to die and rise again for us, but to live the perfect life in our place, because it is impossible for us to keep these commandments.  Still, by His grace, God works in us and through us to carry out His purposes on earth.  The key to our reaching out to others is to rely on Him, living with an attitude that is God-centered.  With God as our focus, we will want to love and serve Him by serving others.  We follow Jesus and His commandments because of God’s love for us, a love we want others to receive, too.  When we love one another, others can actually see God in and through us.  Jesus said: “By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).

1. Read Matthew 25:31-46. How does Jesus describe being a servant?

2. Read Hebrews 11:6. What is needed for your serving to be pleasing to God?

3. Read John 3:22-30.  Why is John the Baptist such a good example of a servant?

4. In what specific ways do you serve others?

Jesus Came to Serve
[image: ]Matthew 20:28 reads, “…just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life for many."  Jesus came into the world to serve and to give His life for us.   He gave Himself fully and freely on Calvary’s cross.  He continues to serve us in His Word and the Sacraments as He gives us life and salvation.  Jesus illustrated servanthood in when He took a towel and washed His disciples’ feet.  Jesus speaks to all of His disciples when He said, “Do you understand what I have done to you?  You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am.   If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you also should do just I have done to you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than one who sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them” (John 13:3-17). 

[image: C:\Users\Ron\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\EO3SJ3V0\reaching-40805_640[1].png]The very nature of Jesus, as revealed in Scripture, is the example that should be our encouragement to serve others. Jesus didn’t just talk about serving others, He did it.  Acknowledging Christ for Who He is and what He has done to redeem us as sinners, we begin to understand His nature and purpose for us.  As forgiven people, we have the redemptive purpose of living lives of faithful service to others in Jesus’ name.  Christ’s love for us and our love for Him make our lives of servanthood possible.  Through a loving relationship with Him, we are able to serve as Christ served.

5.  Read Philippians 2:5-8. How did Jesus show His servant humility?

6. Read John 13:12-17 again.  What did Jesus ask/command 
His disciples and all people to do?  What happens to those 
who follow His instructions?

7. Read the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  How did the Good Samaritan use his time, talents, and money in assisting the injured person?

A Life of Service
It is easy to serve the loveable and those who can repay us.  It is easy to serve others when there is some tangible reward.  It is not so easy sometimes when there is no way to be repaid or when others don’t even seem grateful.  But we are called to serve all people regardless.  Jerry White, in his book, Honesty, Morality, and Conscience, writes, “Christians are to be servants of both God and people, but most of us approach business, work, and life in general with the attitude of what I can get rather than what I can give.  Serving God receives a favorable response but serving people, especially those who cannot repay has no visible benefit or glory from anyone except God.”
Let God be the One to reward us for serving Him—for serving His people—for serving the unlikable and unlovable—the most difficult to work with.  Let God be our reward.    

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\Ron\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\L6IR067U\image_15[1].jpg]God has made us for the purpose of doing good and serving others.  In writing to the church in Galatia Paul exhorted, “Let us not grow weary of doing good” (Galatians 6:9).  Whether we are working in the church, volunteering in our communities, or helping others, when we toil in the strength of the Lord, we are not to grow weary.  “[God] gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength…they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they will run and not be faint…” (Isaiah 40:29, 31). 

God gives us both strength to do good and joy in our service.  Solomon tells us, “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched” (Proverbs 11:25).  Peyton Conway March writes, “There is a wonderful mythical law of nature that the three things we crave most in life—happiness, freedom, and peace of mind—are always attained by giving them to someone else.”  In his book Give to Live Dr. Douglas M. Lawson writes, “But there is one kind of experience that delivers emotional and psychic satisfaction time after time, day after day: helping other people.  Volunteer efforts, charitable acts, generosity of spirit, and gestures of compassion all enrich and sustain our lives.”  

8. Read John 15:1-17.  What is necessary in order for you to help and serve others?

9. Read James 2:14-17.  What is the relationship between faith and good works?

10. According to 2 Corinthians 9:11, what is the ultimate result of your service?

11. What does 1 Peter 4:10 say about the use of your talents?

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, grant us Your forgiveness when we fail to use our gifts in service for the people You put in our midst.  Help us to use the gifts that You entrust to us for Your purposes.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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