Bible Study 1: 
“Good Stewards of God’s Varied Grace” (1 Peter 4:10).
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Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, we thank You for choosing us as Your stewards.  Enable us to be faithful in our calling as stewards.  Teach us to follow Your guidance and direction.  Help us to acknowledge that You are the source and owner of all things.  Forgive us when we fail to use and manage our gifts and blessings responsibly.  Bless this study that we are about to begin.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

What Is a Steward?
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Christian stewards in Holy Baptism.  Through faith, we understand that all we are and have are gifts of God’s grace without any merit or worthiness in ourselves.  As redeemed children of God, we as Christian stewards realize our role in life as partners, trustees, managers, caretakers or temporary custodians of gifts that belong to God.  Good and faithful stewards manage the assets of the owner according to the owner’s will and purpose.  The understanding that all things belong to God is the cornerstone of our lives as stewards.  God has given us authority over all He created (Genesis 1:28; 2:15).  As God’s stewards, we joyfully receive what God has created, and we faithfully and responsibly manage His marvelous creation.  To be God’s stewards is both a privilege and a responsibility as we seek to manage all that God entrusts to us for His glory.  Christian stewards want to worship and serve God with all the talents, abilities, and gifts that God entrusts to them. 

As God’s stewards, we must never think that the possessions that we manage for Him are our own.  We cannot allow ourselves to consider that we are somehow deserving of all that we oversee or make ourselves the rightful owners.  Only when we are completely detached from all that we manage for God can we determine how we can be most productive with what He has entrusted to us. 

1. What does it mean to be a steward?  God’s steward?

1. What do the following verses have to say about God’s ownership?
· Genesis 1:27-31
· Deuteronomy 8:11-18
· Psalm 24:1-3

1. Read Mark 10:17-22.  What kind of steward was the Rich Young Man?



Transformed to Be God’s Stewards
Do we really want to be stewards?  No!  By nature, we are independent, self-centered people.  Our first impulse is that we want to be the owners.  We want to have possession of things.  We want to be important, to be respected, and even to be envied.  We want to be in charge!  We are not born stewards.  However, by His grace, God transforms us into stewards who seek to follow His ways rather than our own.  With changed hearts, we embrace His love and plan for our lives.  Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we surrender our desires and plans to follow and serve Him.  God empowers us to put aside our need to be owners who are in control as we become His faithful stewards who seek to do His will.  The love of Christ controls us.  Transformed, we worship the Lord and live lives of faith, love, and obedience rather than living for ourselves.

As the Holy Spirit works in us through Word and Sacrament, transforming us into the image of Christ, we, in turn, will express more of His character.  When we believe that God is present in our lives and trust in His grace, we will, through faith, apply God’s teachings to our lives.  Faith gives us access to God’s endless source of power, and faith produces the works of love that we do in Christ’ name.

Being a faithful steward is faith and love in action.  As Dr. Stephen F. Olford, founder of Union University, said, 
Christ alone owns our eyes to view His world.  He alone owns our hands to serve His will.  He alone owns our feet to walk His way.  He alone owns our minds to think His thoughts.  He alone owns our hearts to love Him fervently.  He alone owns our personalities to radiate His charm and glory.  Failure to recognize this is a refusal to recognize His sovereignty.
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1. How does God change you into a faithful steward whose purpose is to do God’s will? (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthian 5:17-19).

1. With all the advertising and self-promotional literature in our society, how can you remind yourself that you are God’s steward?

Our Identity as God’s Stewards
Do you see yourself as a disciple of Jesus Christ?  Unfortunately, many first identify themselves by their vocations, by their positions in their families and communities, even by their ethnicity.  Too often, being a Christian is far down the list.  As we read and study God’s Word, His Spirit enlightens our minds so that we can begin to understand and embrace our identity and role as His children and thus, His stewards.  From the beginning, God placed us over His creation (Genesis 1:28).  Being stewards with dominion over what He created gives us our identity.  We become God’s stewards.  What we do as stewards flows from who we are.  We understand our purpose, and we accept our limitations.  Realizing our position and purpose in life gives us balance and perspective.  We live as grateful people who have a deep sense that all of life is a gift.  As renewed and redeemed people, we turn the management of our lives over to Jesus.  As stewards, we willingly ask the question: “What is God’s way?”

God’s people acknowledge and accept God’s absolute authority.  “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3).  Professor Robert Kolb writes in his book, The Christian Faith, 
What we do as Christians is always secondary to, and a result of, who we are as children of God.  Our actions flow from our attitude, an attitude of trust in Jesus Christ.  To try to establish our ultimate identity upon what we do, rather than what God has done for us, always ends up in idolatry.
 
Our lives as stewards do not start or stop at certain times of the day or days of the week or month.  We are not stewards merely on Sundays or other special days.  As stewards for Christ, we are to be devoted to a full-time effort and commitment to serve the Lord with our lives and possessions.  It involves our entire beings, our entire time, and our entire resources.  It includes both attitudes and actions.  

As faithful stewards, we acknowledge that:
. . . God owns everything (Psalm 24:1).
[bookmark: _GoBack]. . . we are to follow His will, not our own (Psalm 143:10).
. . . we are His tools to teach and witness (Matthew 28:16-20). 
. . . we are to be obedient (John 14:15).
. . . we are to love, serve, and give to Him and those in need (Romans 12:13).
. . . we are accountable to God (Romans 14:12).
. . . we are to give regularly and proportionately (1 Corinthians 16:2).
. . . we are to give freely and cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:8). 
. . . we are to praise and glorify God (Ephesians 1:12).
. . . He is our strength and source (Philippians 4:13).
. . . every good and perfect gift comes from God (James 1:17). 
. . . we are to live humbly in submission to Christ (James 4:7).

1. What does 1 Peter 4:10 tell you about your responsibility as a steward?

1. How important is it for you to understand your identity in Christ in order for you to live as Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts?

1. Read 1 Chronicles 29:10-20. How is being a faithful steward an act of worship and devotion?

1. What is something new that you learned from this study?

Prayer 
Dear heavenly Father, help us to remember that all we have comes from You.  Thank You for our families, friends, church, health, talents, and possessions.  Thank You for Your grace that gives us the privilege of being Your stewards.  In Jesus’ precious name we pray.  Amen.
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