Children’s Message (week 3)


Hello boys and girls

Today we are going to talk about the theme for this week which is “Generous and Ready to Share.”

Hold up an offering plate or offering basket with two pennies in it (let them see what is in it).  What is it this that I am holding up?  What do I have in the offering plate?

[bookmark: _GoBack]You may wonder why I put only two pennies in here.  That’s not very much money is it?  Do you think God cares about only two pennies?  Yes, He does.  Let me tell you how I know.  (Tell the story of the Poor Widow’s Mite (Luke 21:1-4).  Let me tell you why this is an important story for us

All of you here are still quite young.  You may be like the poor widow.  Probably you don't have a lot of money to put in the offering plate.  How should you give then?  Sometimes each of us gives the same amount.  Maybe we want to give our teacher a gift, so a dollar is collected from each student for the gift.  Sometimes each of us is asked to bring one canned good for the food bank.  We give equal amounts.

Sometimes we give what someone expects us to give.  Your mom may expect you to pick up your toys, but she may expect your big brother, because he's older and stronger, to sweep out the whole garage.  

All of us, though, can give out of love, just like the widow did.  The widow didn't give an amount equal to what others gave, because she didn’t have as much as others.  She didn’t give what was expected of her either.  No, she gave much more that what was expected!  Would God expect her to give her last coin?  God doesn't ask us to do what the widow did, but He does ask us to be generous and to give out of love for Him.  Money is not the only gift you can give.  God is happy to accept your gifts of love when you help someone else, when you're kind to someone, when you make a card for someone who's sick, or whatever you find to do.  You have lots to give!

Let's pray together.  Dear heavenly Father, thank You for all You've given me, especially Your Son Jesus.  Help me to want to give generously and to help others whenever I can.  Help me to love others just like You love me.  In Jesus' name.  Amen.



