Lay reader talk, week 2


A Life of Servanthood

[bookmark: _GoBack]This is our second week of our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.  Jesus said that He came “not to be served but to serve” (Matthew 20:28).  As a servant to others, Christ showed God’s goodness.  Jesus did not take on merely the outward form of a servant; Jesus’ whole being was a servant.  His purpose in coming to earth was to serve, the ultimate act of service being His work on the cross.  

In contrast, we by nature are self-focused and not inclined to see, much less seek, opportunities to serve others.  Through the indwelling and transforming power of the Holy Spirit, we can become servants who are enabled to live a life of servanthood.

Jesus calls us into servanthood not just because others need our service but because of what happens to us when we serve.  Richard Foster wrote, “Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like service, and nothing transforms the desires of the flesh like serving in hiddenness.  The flesh whines against service but screams against hidden service.  It strains and pulls for honor and recognition.”  As God’s stewards, we are to serve all people, not just those who can bring us status or clout or return the favor.  Helping others minimizes the problem of self-absorption or pride that interferes with a life of servanthood.  When we do mundane, unnoticed acts of service for others, we receive the reward of knowing that it is really Christ we are serving (Matthew 25:40).

Being a servant means, first of all, being available.  It also means being willing.  We may at times need to have our agendas interrupted for service opportunities.  A true servant serves without thinking because it happens naturally.  As we become servants who seek to serve the Lord through others, we are conforming to God’s ways and not the world’s.  Serving others in Christ’s name captures what it means to be Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.



