Letter


Dear Member,

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

[image: ]This year’s stewardship emphasis, Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts, which begins on ____ (Date) ___ , will help us better understand what it means to be God’s stewards.  God is the creator and the owner of all things, and He created us to be the stewards of His creation and the gifts that He entrusts to us.  As God’s stewards, we act in His best interests, and we seek to please Him and do His will.  What a wonderful privilege and honor it is that God has given us this responsibility to be His stewards.

Through faith, we understand that our stewardship activities originate in the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit does this by the Gospel, and, when our lives as stewards begin and end in the Gospel, we act as faithful stewards.  At birth, we become stewards, but, at Baptism, we become God’s stewards.  The Holy Spirit, Who comes to us at our Baptism and continues to come to us through Word and Sacrament, does His work of sanctification, empowering us to take on God’s purpose and find our identity as His stewards.  As our faith matures, we learn to view our stewardship as a privilege rather than a duty.

Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts is a three-week program that will help us understand that being a steward is more than a part-time activity.  It consists of much more than isolated deeds of stewardship.  We are God’s stewards each and every hour throughout the day.  Being a steward is who we are.

The three weekly themes of Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts are:
· Sunday ___ (Date) ____:	“Stewards of God’s Varied Grace” (1 Peter 4:10)
· Sunday ___ (Date) ____:	“As We Have Opportunity, Let Us Do Good to Everyone” 
(Galatians 6:10).           
· Sunday ___ (Date) ____:	“Generous and Ready to Share” (1 Timothy 6:18).

Commitment Sunday is _____ (Date) ____ .  God’s blessings as you consider prayerfully what He wants you to give to Him through your church offering.  Please bring the enclosed commitment form to church with you on Commitment Sunday.

May God help you be a faithful steward of the gifts that He has entrusted to you.

Your servant in Christ,


Pastor _______________
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