Lay reader talk (week 1)


Stewards Led by the Holy Spirit

This is our first week of our stewardship emphasis, Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts. Because we are uplifted and sustained by the Holy Spirit, we can be faithful stewards.  Without the Holy Spirit, we could not acknowledge Jesus as the Lord of our lives or live our lives as God-pleasing stewards.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says ‘Jesus is accursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:3).  By grace, then, as called and equipped believers, empowered by the Holy Spirit to be stewards, we can willingly serve as Sunday school teachers, sing in the choir, serve as ushers, give generously, and spend time with the lonely and sick.  By our own reason or strength, we can’t be the stewards God wants us to be.  In Christ, we are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17).  We may look the same on the outside, but inside we are different.  The Holy Spirit continually reminds us that God initiates all things.  Our stewardship is a response to what God has already done for us in Jesus.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As faithful stewards, we are guided by the Holy Spirit.  Our faithful stewardship begins when the Holy Spirit indwells us, and we respond with a personal commitment to consecrate ourselves to Christ.  In Christ, we can become faithful stewards.  Our stewardship goes beyond adherence to laws and traditions.  We delight in serving our Lord.  We do not see our stewardship as being compulsory; rather we see it as a privilege.  Because the Holy Spirit transforms us, we respond in a spontaneous manner.  We do not have to be coerced into giving our time, talents, and treasures.  We give our gifts and ourselves cheerfully.  As God’s stewards, our eyes are opened to see opportunities to serve.  We no longer see what we have as belonging to us but as tools to be used to help those in need and to extend God’s kingdom.  As we spend time in God’s Word and receive the Sacrament, He fills our hearts with His Spirit, and we stop putting ourselves first.  God is now in control, and we become Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.


