Bulletin messages following emphasis

First week following emphasis:


Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts

Through faith, we understand that our stewardship is God working in and through us.  It is not what we do, not what we give, not how we serve – but what God does, what God gives, how God serves, and our response to His love and gifts to us.  God has shown us His plan for our lives.   “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).  This is the definition of stewardship: doing the good works which God has prepared for us to do.  God empowers and equips us to be faithful stewards.  God has chosen us to carry out His work on earth.  “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15:16).


Second week following emphasis:


Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts

As stewards, we have the responsibility to be knowledgeable and wise.  In order to be effective in our stewardship, we need to seek God’s wisdom.  “For the Lord gives wisdom and from His mouth comes knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6).  God’s Word illustrates the poor consequences that result when we think and act foolishly.  For example, in Matthew 6:26-27, we read of the man who built his house on the sand, and, when the rain come, the house came crashing down.  Wisdom teaches us to build our houses on solid ground.  As God’s stewards, we can best fulfill our calling when we seek and use His wisdom.  With God’s wisdom, we will build on solid ground; we will acknowledge God as our source of all things, and we will be prepared for Christ’s coming again.  Because God grants us His wisdom, we can be God-pleasing stewards.



Third week following emphasis:


Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are thousands of occupations in today’s world, each requiring a special talent.  There is a need for carpenters, cooks, mechanics, tailors, pastors, teachers, farmers, servers, students, police officers, etc.  The important thing to note here, however, is that for every need, God has given to someone the ability to fulfill that need.  Since some will be unbelievers, believers can let their lights “shine before others, so that they may see [their] good works and give glorify to your Father Who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  It is important how we do our jobs.  What a beautiful opportunity to witness to those around us!  So, let us be Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts.  Let’s begin and live each day with the joy and vigor that come from hearts filled with thanksgiving to God for His love, His guidance, His presence, and His strength in whatever we do.  The world does notice how we work, does hear how we speak, and does watch how we behave.  Let us let people see the love of the Lord through us.

