Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts
Answer Guide

Bible Study 1
1. God calls us to be His stewards (Genesis 1:28; 2:15).  God is the owner; we are stewards.  As God’s stewards, we manage or take care of God’s property.  We are to manage what God entrusts to us according to His will.

2. Genesis 1:27-31. God created man in His image.  God commanded Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply.  God gave man dominion over His creation.
Deuteronomy 8:11-18. We are to remember that God gives us the ability to earn an income.  We are not to be prideful and believe that what we have belongs to us or even come into being solely by our own efforts.
Psalm 24:1-3. God owns us and all things.

3. Mark 10:17-22.  God knew that the Rich Man loved money.  God told him to give his money to the poor, but his greed prevented him from obeying God.  He was not a faithful steward.

4. Romans 12:1-2. Through God’s Word and the Holy Spirit, God renews or changes our minds and hearts so we can present our bodies as living sacrifices.
2 Corinthians 5:17-19. We are new creations.

5. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will fix our eyes on Jesus and follow God’s ways rather than the world’s.  Spending time reading and studying God’s Word fills us with the Holy Spirit so He can help us resist the pull of the world.

6. 1 Peter 4:10. Each of us has been given gifts from God, and our gifts are to be used in service for others.

7. Through faith, we understand who we are and the purposes that God has given us.  When our identity is in Christ, our actions will reflect who we are.  As God’s children, we become God’s stewards.

8. 1 Chronicles 29:10-20. Giving acknowledges God’s ownership.  In David’s prayer, he refers to God’s greatness and generosity to him and his people.  His giving and the gifts of his people reflect an attitude of gratitude and that he was merely returning to God what He had already entrusted to them.

9. Personal response.

Bible Study 2:
1. Matthew 25:31-46. When we feed the hungry, provide drink for the thirsty, clothe the naked, visit the sick, and minister to those in prison, we are serving Jesus.

2. Hebrews 11:6. If our acts of service are not done through faith, they are not pleasing to God.

3. John 3:22-30. In order to serve, a servant needs to be humble.  John the Baptist knew he had to decrease, and Jesus had to increase.  John the Baptist knew that his purpose was to serve in the role God had given him before he had been born.  He used what God had entrusted to him to serve God by serving others.

4. Personal response

5. Philippians 2:5-8. Jesus “made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant.” He “humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

6. John 13:12-17. Jesus didn’t just ask His followers to serve, He served.  Jesus washed the feet of His disciples.  The task of washing feet was normally done by the lowest of servants.  Just as Jesus served, we are to serve.  Those who follow Him will be blessed.

7. Luke 10:25-37.  The Good Samaritan gave his time and showed compassion when he stopped to provide care for the person who was robbed and beaten.  He extended his service when he took the injured person to an inn and paid for his care and lodging.

8. John 15:1-17. Jesus is the Vine, and we are the branches.  In order for us to love and serve others, we need to stay connected to the Jesus the Vine.  When we abide in Jesus, we will desire to serve others.

9. James 2:14-17.  We don’t do good works to justify ourselves or secure God’s love.  Good works come from abiding in Jesus.  Abiding in Jesus creates a relationship with Jesus and from that relationship we want to please Him by serving others.  Our good works are the result of our relationship with Jesus.

10. 2 Corinthians 9:11.  When we do acts of service in Christ’s name, God is glorified.

11. 1 Peter 4:10.  All of our gifts, including our talents, are to be used in service to the Lord.  God is pleased when we seek to do His will.  We serve God by serving others with the gifts that God gives us.

Bible Study 3:
1. Genesis 4:1-16. Cain brought some of his harvest of grain, whereas Abel brought the firstborn of his flock.  The Lord had regard for Abel’s gift.
Hebrews 11:4. Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice because he brought it in faith.
1 John 3:12. Cain’s deeds were evil.

2. Personal response.

3. 2 Samuel 24:18-25. King David would not offer burnt offerings to the Lord that cost him nothing.  He paid Araunah for the “threshing floor and the oxen” which were used for his burnt and peace offerings.

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]As God’s children and as His stewards, we are blessed and in His debt.  We show our gratitude in many ways.  One way that we show gratitude for Who God is and what He has done and continues to do for us is through our giving.  Our giving expresses our gratitude and acknowledges God’s ownership.

5. 2 Corinthians 8:1-7.  In chapters 8 and 9, the whole focus is on God’s grace.  By grace, the Macedonians were able to give beyond their means.  That same grace enables us to give freely and generously as well.

6. As New Testament Christians, we are no longer commanded to tithe (give one-tenth of our income).  God wants us to give cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7) and proportionately of our incomes (2 Corinthians 8:12).  We are directed to give each week on a regular basis (1 Corinthians 16:2).  Throughout the New Testament, God’s people gave beyond the tithe.  God grace makes it possible for us to hold onto things loosely and give generously.  With God’s help, our goal should be to give beyond the tithe.

7. Luke 21:1-4. The Poor Widow gave all that she had.  She trusted that God would provide for her needs.  The rich gave out of their abundance and for show.  Their giving didn’t affect their lifestyle.  

8. Luke 6:38. Scripture gives us the principle of sowing and reaping (2 Corinthians 9:6).  When we sow generously, we will reap generously.  When we give faithfully and generously, God promises to bless us.  We can be certain of spiritual blessings and possibly even material blessings.

9. Malachi 3:10. God wants us to test Him through our giving.  During the time of Malachi, people were robbing God by not giving their first and best.  If God’s people would give faithfully and generously, He promised that He would “pour down for [them] a blessing until there is no more room.”

10. 2 Corinthians 8:7. When we give our first and best from faithful, loving, and grateful hearts, we excel in the grace of giving.  From loving and grateful hearts, we excel in the grace of giving. 
2

