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GREAT COMPASSION

continued on page 2

A Christian’s Responsibility
By Robert  Kasper

What follows is an effort to offer some encouragement and provide some 
gentle reminders to God’s people in Christ about how we should live as 

“aliens and strangers” in the land, especially when we are in the midst of varying 
degrees of social anxiety caused by the pandemic of the Coronavirus (COVID 
19). News of violence at local retailers and food markets certainly should cause 
Jesus’ words to His disciples to echo in our minds and hearts: “It shall not be 
so among you” (Matthew 20:26). God’s people simply live differently. We live 
with confidence based on the hope we have in the crucified and risen Christ 
Jesus. We know that God is for us and not against us as we look again at the 
cross and Easter’s empty tomb. Our sins are forgiven. We are made Children of 
God who are destined for eternity with our Creator. Such a foundation and such 
a hope-filled future affect how we engage our present predicament.

We have essentially two foci of responsibility:
1. Toward our sisters and brothers in Christ. 
2. Toward our neighbor in society and world.
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GREAT COMPASSION
continued from page 1

A Christian’s Responsibility to “the family of believers”
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as 
we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially 
to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 
6:9–10).

Here are a few practical things to consider:
• Aging members of your congregation, whether in 

assisted living, nursing home, or at their residence, are 
at greater risk if infected with COVID 19. Still, they 
need care and assurance that they are not alone. While 
personal visits may not be possible, phone conversa-
tions will be welcome. You can use these conversations 
for listening to their concerns, praying with them, and 
offering some encouragement, or a laugh or two. You 
will need to gauge for yourself how much direct physi-
cal assistance you can offer, such as a grocery store run. 
Be discerning but helpful.

• With schools and some child care facilities closed, 
parents of young children may need some encourage-
ment also. While this is not a time for “play dates,” a 
simple phone call can be a real encouragement. Please: 
pick up the phone and use it. A voice exudes much 
more care than an email or text no matter how many 
emojis you use!

• In general, make extra effort to connect personally with 
fellow members of your faith family. The temptation 
will be to reach out only to those you know well and 
with whom you have a deep friendship. Be encouraged 
to stretch your care boundaries and include several 
more individuals and households you may not know 
well, or at all, and just give them a call to check on them 
and let them know you are praying and caring for them. 

• Make use of the live streaming that your congregation, 
or a sister congregation, may be providing while we 
are asked not to gather in large groups. Please do not 
feel foolish if you do not know how to do this. Call and 
ask someone: a fellow member or one of your congre-
gation’s leaders.

• Prayerfully consider the finances of your congrega-
tion’s ministry. Often, when we do not attend worship, 
we do not give our tithe. That’s unfortunate. Ask what 
arrangements there are for you to continue your faith-
ful support of the ministry. 

• In addition, there may be added concern for part-time 
employees, or hourly workers, whose jobs have been 
interrupted and therefore will be in financial need for 
the short term. These may be staff members of your 
congregation’s child care, or they may be fellow 
members whose positions are dependent upon busi-
nesses affected by closure. What might our shared 

responsibility be?
• Continue to pray for your pastor and other lead-

ers. They are seeking to do their very best in difficult 
circumstances. A note of encouragement may be just 
the thing they need, now more than ever.

These are just a few thoughts.

 
A Christian’s Responsibility to our Neighbor in Society

“… as you have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people …” (Galatians 6:10a).

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every author-
ity instituted among men: whether to the king as supreme 
authority or to governors … Live as free men, but do not use 
your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 
Show proper respect to everyone: love the brotherhood of 
believers, fear God, honor the king” (1 Peter 2:13, 16–17).

Here are a few practical things to consider:
• Please stay informed about—and follow—the direc-

tives given by our government leaders. No directives 
have been given that hinder our obedience to God as 
His people. To be sure, public gatherings for worship 
have been hampered, but Christians are not being 
“called out” or treated differently than anyone else. 
This is NOT persecution. Let’s keep our attitude and 
conversation in perspective.

• Pray for our President, our Governor, and other elected 
leaders. They have a tough job, especially right now.

• Speak well of our President, our Governor, and other 
elected leaders. They are not perfect. They may not 
reflect your (or Scripture’s) view on any number of 
social and moral issues; but they are elected and there-
fore have the responsibility and the authority to act as 
best they can with the information they have. 

• Choose NOT to be part of the problem. People act 
crazy and selfish when they are afraid. As God’s child, 
safe in His love for you, you can give a positive witness 
to His peace and provision. Know that God has this 
under control, even if it doesn’t “feel” that way.

• Check in on your neighbors … especially the elderly. 
Many communities now have an email chain. Check 
in and chime in with words of encouragement. If you 
have contact information for some of your neighbors, 
now is a great time to touch base and ask how they are 
doing. Let them know you are praying for them and are 
ready to listen anytime … then actually pray for them 

This may be our finest hour       
as the Body of Christ!“ A Christian’s Responsibility to our Neighbor in Society“ A Christian’s Responsibility to our Neighbor in Society
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Inc., established for the purpose of purchasing homes in the 
neighborhood around Charity, rehabilitating the houses, 
and providing affordable homes for families. In recent 
years, he served on the board of Habitat for Humanity. It 
was his faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that gave 
him the courage and the commitment to help others. 

Rev. Gerald Grimm, emeritus pastor based in Detroit, 
recalls that a few years ago Essenburg enjoyed placing a 
needy family into one of the houses near Charity. The house 
had been rehabilitated through Charity, Inc. Months later, 
Essenburg expressed even greater joy when he baptized all 
five of the children in that home. 

Rev. Dr. Rob Kasper was Essenburg’s supervisor for the 
last 6 years. He describes him as steady in doing his job 
every day: talking to people, helping people, being avail-
able, and sharing Jesus. He says, “Whenever you were in 
a meeting with him, his presence and his personality filled 
up the room, and you already knew what he was going to 
say before he even spoke up: ‘How can we connect people 
to Jesus?’ He had a passion for people—to help them, to 
help their families, and ultimately to lead them to Jesus 
Christ. He was a ‘one person at a time’ kind of guy. He gave 
his undivided attention to anyone who needed it. He was 
well respected by police precincts and city leaders, and the 
biggest gift he brought was that of showing what it’s like to 
be the church working in conjunction with the community.”

You can get a glimpse into Rev. Essenburg’s heart 
by reading the blog Urban Warriors, which he wrote in 
2012. It can be found at https://michigandistrict.org/
commission/urban-warriors/

Essenburg’s funeral was described as a great blessing to 
those who attended. There were approximately 30 pastors 
in attendance. 

IN MEMORIAM

Steve Essenburg Called to Glory 

Rev. Steven James Essenburg (Michigan District A2E 
Missionary at Large deployed to Charity, Detroit), 

67, was called to his heavenly home on January 23, 2020.
Essenburg was born on March 21, 1952 in Holland, 

Mich., son of the late Erwin and Betty (DeVries) Essenburg. 
He married his beloved wife, Anita, on June 12, 1973 and 
they were blessed with two sons, John and Eric.

Essenburg worked as a salesman for W. H. Porter in 
Holland before volunteering for the Army, where he served 
for eight years, reaching the rank of Captain. After leaving 
the military, he entered the automotive industry in Michigan 
as an Account Manager for nearly 20 years. In those days he 
spent his free time serving his community, expanding his 
love to others in many ways. He was one of the pioneers 
of the Macomb County Rotating Emergency Shelter Team, 
serving as its first president for several years. He conducted 
Sunday morning Bible study for many years at Trinity, 
Clinton Twp., where he also served as Director of the Board 
of Elders and was very involved in the church community. 

Essenburg established Lutheran City Ministries 
and served as its Executive Director from 1996-2000. 
Following a lifetime passion, he graduated from Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne, Ind. and became an 
ordained LCMS pastor in 2000. He served at Nazareth 
and Charity, Detroit before being deployed as Missionary 
at Large by the Michigan District. He also served as the 
Circuit Visitor for the Detroit East Circuit of the Michigan 
District, LCMS for the last several years. The last monthly 
Circuit meeting led by Essenburg took place on December 
5, 2019. 

Essenburg collaborated with the city of Detroit on the 
Mayor’s Crime Council, working with neighborhood 
groups and the police department to improve the safety of 
the community. He served as Executive Director of Charity, 

Photos by Elisa Schulz/Michigan District, LCMS
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GREAT COMPASSION

Have you ever run a discipleship experiment? When 
was the last time you tried something new related to 

following Jesus or being shaped by him?
I think a spirit of adventure and discovery goes a long 

way in the life of a follower. Not everything you try will 
be right for you, or right for this season of your life; but the 
willingness to try something even if you don’t know it will 
work is a real benefit for people who are led by the Spirit and 
want to keep in step with the Spirit.

Whether you like trying new things, or you would like 
to get better at trying new things, I’ve got just the thing for 
you! The stakes are super low; if it fails, who cares? And if it 
works, the benefit is real.

Not long ago, I got to sit down with my friend Valerie, 
the Educational Development Consultant at Visual Faith 
Ministry. I wanted to ask her for some experiments I could 
run in my life of prayer. I know her and trust her stuff. I’ve 
even worked with her before, so it was easy for me to ask 
for help.

I think that is already the first takeaway: find help. You 
don’t have to wait until you are in crisis to seek support 
or encouragement or training or just another tool in your 
discipleship bag. We follow Jesus better when we follow 
Him together. Ask someone you trust for one idea, one thing 
they do that helps them take a next step following Jesus.

Then try it out; run an experiment. It will probably seem 
uncomfortable the first couple of times. Give it a chance. 
And then, if it’s not for you, no harm done; stick it in a file 
to pull out some time when you are desperate. Sometimes a 
different season will make a specific method more helpful 
than at other times.

If you try it and love it, however, find a way to integrate 
that practice into your following Jesus toolbox; then ask for 
something new to try. The adventure of discovering new 
things the Spirit is giving you has no end; not here, not 
even in eternity. Ask. Seek. Knock. Experiment, and it will 
be given unto you …

The Secret Code Prayer
So I was asking and seeking and knocking because I 

wanted a new experiment or two, and my friend Valerie 
came through; no surprise there. Am I glad I asked for help!

The first tool we tried out is called “The Secret Code 
Prayer.” She gave me a couple of others, as well, but I 
started my mad scientist discipleship experiments with 
this one.

The Secret Code Prayer uses a 4 x 6 card of graph paper. 
(The first time I tried it, I just drew my own, but later experi-

ments showed that graph 
paper does actually help. 
After a little looking, I 
discovered you can even 
get a pack of 4x6 graph 
paper index cards at 
your local office supply 
store!)

The directions for the 
Secret Code Prayer are 
simple:

1) set a timer for 
five minutes, and 
then

2) proceed to 
write out a prayer as 
you pray, one letter at a time.

Choose all UPPERCASE or all lowercase, don’t add 
spaces between words or punctuation, and don’t worry about 
spelling. It’s not a race, and in five minutes, you should not 
expect to get all the way through the card, and that’s OK.

When the timer goes off,
3) finish your thought, add an amen and stop.
(I found it helpful to go back and pray through the whole 

prayer again from the beginning a couple of times, but that’s 
extra credit and not part of the original instructions. Bringing 
a spirit of innovation to your faith walk means trying new 
things, and then modifying those new things as you go.)

I later learned an elementary school student dubbed this 
faith experiment “The Secret Code Prayer” because of the 
way the letters all flow together and the words wrap to the 
next line: the effect looks like a garbled code you would 
have to break to understand. When Valerie was coaching me 
in this experiment, she noted that, because the prayer is so 
hard to read at a glance, you gain a certain amount of privacy, 
even in a group, so it works well with a class or a staff team. 
But the practice of the Secret Code Prayer is designed to be 
an individual exercise, even when someone is sitting next to 
you and filling out their own Secret Code 4 x 6 card.

In my own Secret Code Prayer experiments, I noticed a 
couple of the same things other people have found helpful. 
Try it yourself and see what you think. 

Helpful Observations
A) I found that writing the letters one by one made my 

mind slow down. 
That seems to be one of Visual Faith’s primary goals in 

all the resources they develop: they want to slow our active 
brains down and help focus our thoughts.

ments showed that graph 
paper does actually help. 
After a little looking, I 
discovered you can even 
get a pack of 4x6 graph 
paper index cards at 
your local office supply 

The directions for the 
Secret Code Prayer are 

write out a prayer as 
you pray, one letter at a time.

Choose all UPPERCASE or all lowercase, don’t add 

Photo courtesy of Justin Rossow
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HEALTHY WORKERS
Instead of jumping ahead to the 

next petition in my head or getting 
distracted by my list of Things I 
Should Really Be Doing Right Now 
Instead of Wasting Time Like This 
(I hate that list), I found it was easy 
to stay focused on what I was saying 
to God. Even when I went back and 
reread the prayer a second time, it 
was difficult enough to piece the 
words and sentences together that I 

couldn’t rush through it like I so natu-
rally do with prayers that are easy to 
read out loud.

Your mind works faster than 
you can possibly talk or even read 
silently, so it’s natural for your 
thinking to outpace the words you 
pray. But when my brain had to worry 
about one letter at a time, I had to 
focus my thoughts and move slowly.

In prayer, focusing your thoughts 
and moving slowly are both an advan-
tage. But in a culture that thrives on 
speed and distraction, we are not 
trained to value moving slowly or 
being focused. I think the natural 
habits encouraged by our culture 
make a tool like the Secret Code 
Prayer really important. We need help 
to overcome the speed and distraction 
that permeates our daily lives.

B) In my own experiment, I also 
discovered that my prayer vocab-
ulary changed when I used the 
Secret Code Prayer. 

I am not typically flowery or 
effusive in prayer, but there are 
some churchy kind of vocabulary 
words that sneak into your prayer 
life unnoticed, even if you know a 

polished prayer with fancy vocab 
doesn’t get you any extra credit.

Now, I appreciate both polished 
prayers and fancy vocab, but it also 
felt right and natural and real to pray 
in words that were short (and that I 
could spell). It’s amazing how fast 
you start filtering out pious phrases or 
complex sentences! 

This thing is taking forever, man! 
I’m not going to waste effort on a 

complicated thought with high scor-
ing Scrabble words! Short, sweet, 
and honest; that’s the way to go! 
And I’m not going to “implore” or 
“entreat” or “beseech;” I’m just 
gonna say “please”…

So using The Secret Code Prayer, I 
found my prayers were more focused 
as I took more time actually think-
ing about (and meaning) what I was 
praying. (The five minutes went by 
quickly, and I had plenty to say in that 
time.) What’s more, my prayers were 
noticeably more straightforward with 
God, simple in a good way, and direct.

All in all, I think the experiment 
was a success, and The Secret Code 
Prayer will be one of the tools I use 
to help other people delight in taking 
a next step following Jesus. But more 
importantly, I have put that tool into 
my regular rotation of prayer.

OK; hold on one second. 
“Regular rotation of prayer” kind 
of sounds like I have an awesome 
and diverse system of intentional 
methods for experiencing variety, 
energy, and excitement in my walk 
with Jesus. I don’t. 

But I want to. 

So while my “regular rotation” is 
feeble and inconsistent and awkward, I 
am still adding The Secret Code Prayer 
to the short list of things I am trying to 
collect to help me figure out how not to 
be such an incompetent follower. 

An Invitation
This discipleship walk is marked 

by ups and downs and seasons of 
growth and seasons of lying fallow. 
I don’t want you to feel pressure to 
have an awesome and diverse system 
of intentional methods for your walk 
with Jesus; and I do think Jesus is 
extending you and me both an invita-
tion to experience variety, energy, and 
excitement in our walk with Him; and 
having a diverse system of intentional 
methods will help with that.

The task of running an experiment 
is not supposed to be a burden or a 
guilt trip; this is supposed to be fun! So 
take a deep breath. You aren’t alone in 
having a really feeble prayer life. You 
are loved and forgiven and valued, 
already now, just as you are. And the 
Spirit invites you to come play!

What new prayer life playground 
equipment will you try out to see if it 
adds delight to your relationship with 
God? I’m going to spend some more 
time with The Secret Code Prayer, 
over by the swings. It was a real help, 
though it took some getting used to. 
And I would never have discovered 
this new tool for my faith journey if 
I hadn’t asked for help even when I 
wasn’t in crisis.

Thanks, Valerie! I follow Jesus a 
little more closely, and I receive from 
the Spirit a little more fully, and I 
trust the Father a little more securely 
because I know you.

Who can you ask for help, before 
you need it? What experiment can you 
run to add depth to your faith experi-
ence? What next step is Jesus shaping 
in you?

Try the Secret Code Prayer; maybe 

Using The Secret Code Prayer, 
I found my prayers were more 
focused as I took more time 
actually thinking about (and 
meaning) what I was praying.“ ”

continued on page 15
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GREAT COMMISSION

A Death that Gives Life   by John Weldon

Something very unusual is at work in the Easter event. Death, even in our time, 
is commonplace. But resurrections are not ordinary! Whenever Jesus raised 

or revived someone dead, the people had trouble dealing with the event. (And 
who wouldn’t?)

On the Mount of Transfiguration, the disciples (says St. Mark) were not so 
much preoccupied with Jesus’ mysterious transfiguration as they were with his 
cryptic remark forbidding them to relate that day’s events “until the Son of Man 
should have risen from the dead.” They were puzzling over what “rising from the 
dead” meant.

Well, what does it mean? What does it mean to you?! Do you live as if it made 
any difference in life’s scheme of things? Most people are living toward death. 
Many people hope their lives will be long, full of memorable events and loving 
family ties, with a measure of freedom from suffering. Yet death is coming, and 
they know it’s inevitable.

In that sense, Jesus’ death is quite commonplace. He would have died anyway, 
one might say, so why the fuss over His early demise? Even on the harsh nature 
of His execution, another might say (to put the best construction on the affair) that 
justice does misfire sometimes, or “people’s passions do carry them to excesses, 
unfortunately.” Ah, but the difference and the point here are the PURPOSE.

Purpose is the Key
For what purpose did He die?
For the religious leaders and the Establishment, He died expediently, lest the 

whole nation perish by Roman retaliation …
For Judas, He died because He failed to meet Judas’ expectations of power 

and success …
For the Romans, He died to snuff out a popular revolt and religious revival that 

could have ended who knows where later on …
For the crowds, He died to give them one good chance to vex the Romans and 

enjoy an afternoon’s morbid sport …
For Barabbas, He died that Barabbas might live … I believe there’s something 

in that purpose we ought to consider, don’t you? Maybe Barabbas could be the 
embodiment of all us sinners. (The gravity of his crime is striking, but ours are no 
less damning!)

The purpose, as God saw it, was indeed that Jesus must die, but not for tempo-
rary relief from Rome’s brutality or for a spring afternoon’s sport to salve a traitor’s 
fallen hopes. He died so that others—all others—might live. He died so that our 
many and grievous sins might be done away with forever through His death. He 
died so that you might live into the eternity that lies ahead in close fellowship and 
family bonds with the Father in heaven. He died so that you might live now in a 
vibrant hope and a joy-filled faith. He died so that you might know and understand 
what “rising from the dead” means firsthand and no longer fear the grave. He died 
to bring you life.

If you believe this and claim its saving purpose for your life … then you’ll share in 
the resurrection of Jesus … and Easter will be the review of your own eternity with 
God … and then only Death will be extraordinary. It will be no more!

God bless you with joyful Easter hope!
Rev. John Weldon is the interim pastor at Trinity-St. James, Munger.

© Kevin Carden/Lighstock, LLC

“ ”
He died to 
bring you life.
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3773 Geddes Road  •  Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098  •  www.mi-cef.org 
 

 

Dear Investors, Friends, and Congregations of the Michigan District: 
 
The management team of CEF has been closely monitoring the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak and will continue to do so in the days and weeks ahead.  I would like to ensure all of our 
valued customers and constituents that during these turbulent times, CEF intends to continue 
providing safe and secure financial transactions, and will be available to answer any questions 
you may have.  In short, we remain open during normal business hours.   
 
Out of an abundance of caution and where appropriate, we are encouraging our employees to 
use technology as an alternative to in-person meetings and operations.  Accordingly, if you have 
investment needs or other business with CEF, instead of coming to the CEF office, consider 
giving us a call (800-242-3944), sending us an email at cef@mi-cef.org, or using the US Mail 
system.  And you can always find answers to many questions online as well at www.mi-cef.org. 
 
CEF has a 119 year history of dedicated Christian financial management and proven investment 
products focused on the needs of Michigan District congregations and their members.  We also 
provide a number of services.  One example is our ‘Excel In Giving’ program which allows church 
members to give electronically to their congregations to honor their stewardship commitments – 
even when they are not physically present.  We suspect this may be something congregations will 
want to consider if they have not already signed-up for this program.  More information about 
Excel In Giving can be found on the CEF website. 
 
Finally, now is a good time to use common sense and enjoy the true peace that is ours even in 
uncertain times. We can all take great refuge in the words of St. Paul:  
 

"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Romans 8:38-39 

 
Please call us with any questions you may have.  Further information will become available as 
needed.  We pray for the continued health of our friends and congregations.  
 
Blessings!  
 
 

 
     
 
 

James R. Saalfeld 
Chief Executive Officer 
Church Extension Fund 
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suspect	this	may	be	something	congregations	will	want	to	consider	if	they	have	not	already	
signed‐up	 for	 this	program.	 	More	 information	about	Excel	 In	Giving	 can	be	 found	on	 the	
CEF	website.	
	
Finally,	now	is	a	good	time	to	use	common	sense	and	enjoy	the	true	peace	that	is	ours	even	
in	uncertain	times.	We	can	all	take	great	refuge	in	the	words	of	St.	Paul:		
	

"For	I	am	convinced	that	neither	death	nor	life,	neither	angels	nor	demons,	neither	the	
present	nor	the	future,	nor	any	powers,	neither	height	nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	in	
all	creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus	our	
Lord."	Romans	8:38‐39	

	
Please	call	us	with	any	questions	you	may	have.		Further	information	will	become	available	
as	needed.		We	pray	for	the	continued	health	of	our	friends	and	congregations.		
	
Blessings!		
	
	
				
James	R.	Saalfeld	
Chief	Executive	Officer	
	
	

	

3773 Geddes Road  •  Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098  •  www.mi-cef.org 

Dear	Investors,	Friends,	and	Congregations	of	the	Michigan	District:	
	
The	 management	 team	 of	 CEF	 has	 been	 closely	 monitoring	 the	 coronavirus	 (COVID‐19)	
outbreak	and	will	continue	to	do	so	in	the	days	and	weeks	ahead.		I	would	like	to	ensure	all	
of	our	valued	customers	and	constituents	that	during	these	turbulent	times,	CEF	intends	to	
continue	providing	safe	and	secure	 financial	 transactions,	and	will	be	available	 to	answer	
any	questions	you	may	have.		In	short,	we	remain	open	during	normal	business	hours.			
	
Out	of	an	abundance	of	caution	and	where	appropriate,	we	are	encouraging	our	employees	
to	use	 technology	as	an	alternative	 to	 in‐person	meetings	and	operations.	 	Accordingly,	 if	
you	have	investment	needs	or	other	business	with	CEF,	instead	of	coming	to	the	CEF	office,	
consider	giving	us	a	 call	 (800‐242‐3944),	 sending	us	an	email	 at	 cef@mi‐cef.org,	or	using	
the	US	Mail	system.		And	you	can	always	find	answers	to	many	questions	online	as	well	at	
www.mi‐cef.org.	
	
CEF	 has	 a	 119	 year	 history	 of	 dedicated	 Christian	 financial	 management	 and	 proven	
investment	 products	 focused	 on	 the	 needs	 of	 Michigan	 District	 congregations	 and	 their	
members.	 	 We	 also	 provide	 a	 number	 of	 services.	 	 One	 example	 is	 our	 ‘Excel	 In	 Giving’	
program	 which	 allows	 church	 members	 to	 give	 electronically	 to	 their	 congregations	 to	
honor	 their	 stewardship	 commitments	 –	 even	when	 they	 are	 not	 physically	 present.	 	We	
suspect	this	may	be	something	congregations	will	want	to	consider	if	they	have	not	already	
signed‐up	 for	 this	program.	 	More	 information	about	Excel	 In	Giving	 can	be	 found	on	 the	
CEF	website.	
	
Finally,	now	is	a	good	time	to	use	common	sense	and	enjoy	the	true	peace	that	is	ours	even	
in	uncertain	times.	We	can	all	take	great	refuge	in	the	words	of	St.	Paul:		
	

"For	I	am	convinced	that	neither	death	nor	life,	neither	angels	nor	demons,	neither	the	
present	nor	the	future,	nor	any	powers,	neither	height	nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	in	
all	creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus	our	
Lord."	Romans	8:38‐39	

	
Please	call	us	with	any	questions	you	may	have.		Further	information	will	become	available	
as	needed.		We	pray	for	the	continued	health	of	our	friends	and	congregations.		
	
Blessings!		
	
	
				
James	R.	Saalfeld	
Chief	Executive	Officer	
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3773 Geddes Road  •  Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098  •  www.mi-cef.org 
 

 

Dear Investors, Friends, and Congregations of the Michigan District: 
 
The management team of CEF has been closely monitoring the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak and will continue to do so in the days and weeks ahead.  I would like to ensure all of our 
valued customers and constituents that during these turbulent times, CEF intends to continue 
providing safe and secure financial transactions, and will be available to answer any questions 
you may have.  In short, we remain open during normal business hours.   
 
Out of an abundance of caution and where appropriate, we are encouraging our employees to 
use technology as an alternative to in-person meetings and operations.  Accordingly, if you have 
investment needs or other business with CEF, instead of coming to the CEF office, consider 
giving us a call (800-242-3944), sending us an email at cef@mi-cef.org, or using the US Mail 
system.  And you can always find answers to many questions online as well at www.mi-cef.org. 
 
CEF has a 119 year history of dedicated Christian financial management and proven investment 
products focused on the needs of Michigan District congregations and their members.  We also 
provide a number of services.  One example is our ‘Excel In Giving’ program which allows church 
members to give electronically to their congregations to honor their stewardship commitments – 
even when they are not physically present.  We suspect this may be something congregations will 
want to consider if they have not already signed-up for this program.  More information about 
Excel In Giving can be found on the CEF website. 
 
Finally, now is a good time to use common sense and enjoy the true peace that is ours even in 
uncertain times. We can all take great refuge in the words of St. Paul:  
 

"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Romans 8:38-39 

 
Please call us with any questions you may have.  Further information will become available as 
needed.  We pray for the continued health of our friends and congregations.  
 
Blessings!  
 
 

 
     
 
 

James R. Saalfeld 
Chief Executive Officer 
Church Extension Fund 

	

3773 Geddes Road  •  Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098  •  www.mi-cef.org 

	
CEF	is	aware	that	the	coronavirus	(COVID‐19)	outbreak	has	resulted	in	some	unanticipated	
financial	hardships	 for	several	congregations	and	other	ministry	partners	 in	 the	Michigan	
District.	 	 This	 is	 particularly	 true	 as	many	 churches	 have	 been	 forced	 to	 livestream	 their	
Sunday	services	which	impacts	the	normal	giving	patterns	of	its	members.						
	
CEF	 is	here	 to	help.	 	Due	to	this	unprecedented	crisis,	 for	a	 limited	time,	CEF	 is	offering	a	
reduced	 rate	Line	of	Credit	 to	help	 churches,	 schools	and	RSOs	meet	 cash	 flow	and	other	
operational	needs	that	have	been	negatively	impacted	as	a	result	of	the	COVID‐19	outbreak.			
	
This	special	one‐year	Line	of	Credit	will	carry	a	reduced	rate	of	1%	below	our	regular	Line	
of	Credit	interest	rate.		This	Line	will	operate	like	our	other	credit	lines	which	require	only	a	
monthly	 interest	payment	during	 the	 term.	 	By	way	of	example,	a	$50,000	special	Line	of	
Credit	based	on	today’s	rates	would	require	a	monthly	payment	of	approximately	$130.								
	
If	your	organization	is	having	financial	troubles	as	a	result	of	the	coronavirus	outbreak	and	
is	in	need	of	short‐term	funds,	an	Application	for	this	special	Line	of	Credit	is	available	on	
our	website.			
	
God	willing,	our	lives	will	return	to	normal	relatively	soon.		Regardless,	we	know	that	faith	
in	the	saving	grace	of	God	brings	us	true	peace	at	all	times.		
	
Please	call	800‐242‐3944	or	email	us	at	cef@mi‐cef.org	with	any	questions.		
	
In	His	Service,	
	
	
	
	
James	R.	Saalfeld	 	
Chief	Executive	Officer	
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Campaign Goal: $10 million
Campaign Progress: $6.79 million 
                                                  (as of March 12, 2020)

Participating Congregations: 159
Individual Contributors: 1,451

Bible verse: Psalm 71:17–18
“O God, from my youth you have taught 
me, and I still proclaim your wondrous 
deeds. So even to old age and gray hairs, O 
God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your 
might to another generation, your power to 
all those to come.”

herewestand.michigandistrict.org

Here We Stand
Here We Stand Campaign Summer Events

Two very popular summer events that support local 
congregational and school ministry and the Michigan 
District’s Here We Stand (HWS) campaign will again be 
offered this summer. Both offer congregations, schools, 
and even individual classrooms opportunities to raise 
significant funding for programs, operations, and the 
purchase of classroom supplies, among others. 

Reformation 500 Walk, Run, Bike
This event is completed 

over several months 
to allow each partici-
pant to have the benefit 
of the entire summer to 
accomplish their exercise and fundraising goals. The typi-
cal period of time to participate is between May 1 and 
September 30, although some begin earlier and end later. 

Participation is easy. Simply set a goal of completing 
500 miles of exercise (or more or less miles depending 
upon your fitness level) during the time period you select. 
Then as you walk, run, or bike to reach your goal, you 
collect pledges or donations for the miles you will even-
tually complete. Then, upon reaching your goal, simply 
collect the monies you have raised through your efforts. 
We ask that you give 50% of the total monies you receive 
to your church, school, or other designated ministry, and 
send the other half to the HWS campaign of the Michigan 
District. It’s that easy to participate.

“We had an interesting team. Most of us were trying 
to get active, and this provided us an outlet.  500 miles 
seems like a high goal, as individuals, and it was intimi-
dating. I regularly reminded the team members that 
the goal was as a team. However, two of us were able 
to hit that goal, as individuals! It felt good to be getting 
the exercise, training, and raising money for our district 
and our church. None of us had ever participated in an 
event like this, and I think we all would be happy to do it, 
again!” – Matthew Rose, Reformation 500 Team Leader

Some of the most successful participation in the 
Reformation 500 has seen members of congregations 
and schools form a team for a collective purpose or as a 
competition against others.

Here We Ride Bike Event
The Here We Ride bike event will again be hosted by 

Immanuel and Zion Lutheran Churches in Bay City, and 
will be under the leadership of Pastor Chris Garcia from 
Immanuel, who graciously chaired the event last year. 

Event participants will gather on Saturday morning, 

August 1, on the grounds of Zion 
Lutheran Church for a reception, 
welcoming, opening devotion, and 
review of the Bay City trailway 
course being utilized for the ride. 
There will be ample food and refreshment stations located 
along the trailway. After a morning ride, the event will 
conclude midday back at Zion with a picnic and fellowship.

Here We Ride’s purpose is the same as the Reformation 
500 event: to raise funds. Please see Reformation 500 
section details. This is a family event that can accommo-
date children of all ages, and although raising funds to 
participate is not required, we hope that each participant 
will help support ministry in their church or school, and 
the HWS campaign of the Michigan District. Each partic-
ipant receives a commemorative t-shirt.

For More Information
For more information or to register, please visit            

herewestand.michigandistrict.org or contact Linda Ekong 
in the Development office of the Michigan District at                   
linda.ekong@michigandistrict.org or by phone at           
734.213.4265.                               

THE REFORMATION 500 ... Walk Run Bike

Here We Ride

August 1, 2020
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LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

Convention Theme:  See and Rejoice
The Ellison Place, 150 Dale Dr., Gaylord, MI 49735

LWML Michigan District Convention
July 10-12, 2020

Have 
S’MORE fun

at the 
convention. The 

S’MORE 
the merrier!

Games, Bible Journaling,Snacks for S’MORE fun!

S’MORE Convention details at www.LWMLmichigan.org and our facebook page

02-20 LWML Feb 4 Apr:Layout 1  2/17/2020  9:15 AM  Page 1

Households of Faith
How is faith being nurtured in 

the home—with spouses, chil-
dren, parents, roommates, and 
even frequent visitors? You are 
invited to the Michigan District 
LLL Convention on Saturday, 
April 25, at the Bavarian Inn 
Lodge and Conference Center 
in Frankenmuth to learn about 
the new LHM resources for 

Households of Faith. This resource is the second in a 
series of studies produced in partnership with Barna 
and will be led by guest speaker Dionne Lovstad-
Jones, LHM Regional Ministry Facilitator. 

More and more of our conversations are happening 
digitally. What does the research reveal about all these 
digital conversations? Dionne will present information 
about the LHM resources to share the Gospel using 
your digital voice. 

The event begins at 11:30 a.m. Lunch is at 12 noon 
and the convention begins at 12:45 p.m. A banquet will 

be held at 5-7 p.m. 
For more information, con tact John Raffel at         

john.raffel@gmail.com or 616.894.2936. Registration 
is free and includes lunch. Banquet cost is $20/person. 
If you are a first-time attendee or ordained clergy and 
wife, you may attend the banquet for free but you 
must register. All registrations should be made by 
contacting Phil Krauss II at happykrauss@msn.com or 
734.560.9337.

Registration begins at 11:30 am 
Lunch at 12:00 pm

Convention begins at 12:45 pm 
and will conclude at 4:30 pm

Banquet 5:00 - 7:00 pm 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________ Email Address: _____________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FORM

RETURN REGISTRATION TO: Phil Krauss II  •  32223 Bertram Dr. • Westland, MI  48485  •  happykrauss@msn.com • 734-560-9337
FOR MORE INFORMATION: John Raffel  •  (616) 894-2936  •  john.raffel@gmail.com  •  mi-LLL.org

78TH MICHIGAN DISTRICT
LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE CONVENTION

Please respond by April 16, 2020 
Make checks payable to Michigan District LLL.

Saturday, April 25, 2020
Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn 

Lodge and Conference Center
One Covered Bridge Lane
Frankenmuth, MI  48734

78TH MICHIGAN DISTRICT LLL CONVENTION

GUEST SPEAKER: 
Dionne Lovstad-Jones
LHM Regional Ministry Facilitator

Households of Faith

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

My Digital Voice

AREA HOTELS: 
Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn Lodge and Conference Center 

(989-652-7200)
More information about hotels and attractions: frankenmuth.org

Registration Costs: Registration and Luncheon free, 
Banquet cost reduced to $20.00 each, in appreciation 
for our supporters.

First time attendees, ordained clergy and their wives 
may attend the banquet free—please register and 
indicate on the form below. 

Whether or not you can attend, please consider making 
a donation to LHM–Russia ministry on this form!

o    Banquet ($20.00 per person)        o    First Time Attendee ($0.00)        o    Clergy and Spouse ($0.00)

o    Gift included for LHM–Russia ministry ($___________ )  

Dionne Lovstad-Jones
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News and Events

The St. John, Rochester Future City team won the 2020 Michigan 
Regional Competition, which was held at the Suburban Showplace 
Collection in Novi in January. St. John has won the Michigan Regional 
Championship 14 times, including 10 times during the past 12 years.

Rejoice Always – 150th Anniversary
St. Peter’s, Big Rapids is celebrating its 150th anni-

versary in 2020. Many events and special services are 
scheduled throughout the year. They will have guest 
preachers (including former pastors) on the following 
dates: Rev. Jack Mackowiak (5/3), Rev. Paul Dorn (7/19), 
Rev. Dr. David P. E. Maier (8/23); Rev. John Bookshaw 
(9/20), Rev. John Schleicher (10/18), and Rev. Robert 
Mann (11/1). A list of special service dates can be found 
on the congregation’s Facebook page. Worship service 
times are 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. All visitors and former 
members are invited to attend the services and festivities. 
For more information, contact anniversary chairperson 
John Raffel at 616.894.2936.

Orphan Grain Train—Michigan
After only six months of regular operations, Orphan 

Grain Train—Michigan (OGT-M) was blessed to send 
its first international shipment of humanitarian goods to 
people loved by Christ. A 40-foot shipping container loaded 
with 1,400 boxes of clothing, quilts, medical supplies, 
and other desperately needed goods went to Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan. Included with the shipment were bicycles, 
wheelchairs, walkers, and other medical equipment. 

OGT-M, located in Sebewaing, is the first branch of 
Orphan Grain Train in the state of Michigan. Orphan 
Grain Train welcomes donations of goods which qualify as 
“humanitarian,” especially clothing and medical equipment.

You can find a list of such items at ogt.org. Support 
from around the District is expanding. For informa-

tion, please contact Branch Manager, Pastor Dave Reed 
989.600.2264. You can see a video of the loading day of 
goods for Kyrgyzstan at ogt-mi.blogspot.com.

Photo courtesy of Orphan Grain Train of Michigan

What happens when the power goes out?
On its sixth winter trip 

to the fly-in community 
of Shamattawa in north-
ern Manitoba, the LAMP 
mission team’s ability to be 
flexible was put to the test. 
Between a funeral, busing 
issues, cold weather, school 
closure, and a power outage, 
the team continued to make 
alternate plans. 

These unplanned circum-
stances provided opportunities for more interaction with 
the school staff. Many in-depth spiritual questions were 
asked. Even though the team wasn’t able to spend as 
much time with the children as planned, they were aware 
that God’s plan was at work as the truth-seeking teach-
ers came closer to understanding Christ and the salvation 
found in Jesus!

Help northern communities to know Jesus. Please call 
800.307.4036, ext. 1 or visit lampministry.org to volun-
teer, support the ministry, or become a prayer partner.   
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Luke Project 52 Clinic Launches Mobile 
Antenatal Testing Unit

When one 
of the Luke 
Project 52 
Clinic Moms 
comes to 
the clinic 
and exhib-
its any of the 
following 
traits: over 36 years old, high or low amniotic fluid index, 
gestational diabetes, fetal growth restriction, hyperten-
sion, obesity, and other issues, up until now they had to 
refer them to a local hospital for weekly antenatal test-
ing because the clinic is only on site two times a month. 
The problem has been that, when referred, over 60% of 
the time they don’t go because of transportation, work, or 
childcare issues, but they come back  to the Luke Project 52 
Clinic. This puts these babies at risk! Beginning in March, 
weekly testing will take place in the homes of the Moms. 
In partnership with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, 
which provided a $75,000 grant to fund this pilot project, 
the clinic will use the ambulance staffed with a physician, 
nurse, sonographer, and driver to make once-a-week visits 
to these Moms at risk.

The Mobile Antenatal Testing Pilot was launched on 
the last week of February. The Luke Project 52 Clinic is 
supported in part by the Michigan District’s Here We Stand 
campaign. To learn more, visit thelukeproject52clinic.org. 

God Provides for Elli’s House
The following is an excerpt from a letter written by 

Deb Ellinger, founder and director of Elli’s House, 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit serving homeless and runaway 
women involved in human trafficking in the city of 
Detroit. Read the full article at michigandistrict.org/
god-provides-for-ellis-house/.

In February, Elli’s House (EH) was chosen as the 
charity for Troy Athens High School Charity week. The 
students created a number of events and, along with 
parent support and Costello Elementary,  raised over 
$180,000 in just one week! In addition to raising money, 
the students packed over 1,000 hygiene kits and made 
cards for street outreach. These students decided to be the 
first high school to go the distance to educate themselves 
on human trafficking and forced prostitution, along with 
raising money and serving. 

Andrea Isom from Detroit Channel 7 News joined 
Elli’s House volunteers on an outreach night. See the 
news story at https://bit.ly/2W6bFSv. Isom was so moved 
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by the stories of the many girls that she has been provid-
ing hygiene items and food, each week, for EH outreach 
teams.

EH mission is to abolish sex trafficking in the city of 
Detroit through building relationships, offering safe 
shelter, and providing education. For more information, 
visit ellishouse313.wixsite.com/endslavery. EH is one 
of the Innovative Missional Ministries supported by the 
Michigan District Here We Stand campaign.
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Special Recognition
Three Michigan District Educators Receive LEA’s Top Honors

Three Michigan District Educators Received top honors from the Lutheran Education Association (LEA): Mr. Brian 
Young, Ms. Paula Myers, and Mr. Charles Winterstein. Below are excerpts of LEA’s press releases announcing each 
award recipient.
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Brian Young Selected for 2020 
Distinguished Retired Lutheran 
Educator “EncourAGING” Award

Mr. Brian Young was selected to 
receive LEA’s Distinguished Retired 
Lutheran Educator EncourAGING 
Award. He lives in Bay City, Mich. 

Young graduated from Concordia 
University Chicago in 1967 and offi-

cially retired from the teaching ministry in 2008. He served 
as teacher in schools in San Francisco, Calif., St. Joseph, 
Mich., and as principal in Bay City, Mich. For 32 years. 
In 1996, Young was honored as the Michigan District 
Lutheran school principal of the year.

He serves as vice president of LEAP—Lutheran 
Education Advancement Plan, an “effort that brings 
together representatives from 22 Lutheran churches/
schools, seeking cooperatively to ‘Advance Lutheran 
Education for Future Generations across the Great Lakes 
Bay Region.’” He chairs a LEAP Effectiveness Training 
for Education Boards Task Force, which assists boards in 
improving their work. 

Young’s nominators explained, “Brian is tireless in 
investigating, connecting, communicating his passion for 
well-run Lutheran schools. Brian was the long time prin-
cipal at Immanuel, Bay City. He served 15–20 years on the 
District NLSA Commission. His entire ministry is marked 
by a passion for excellence in Lutheran schools. He models 
Christ to those who meet him.”

Paula Myers named 2020 LEA Distinguished Lutheran 
Middle School Teacher 

Paula Myers was selected to receive 
Lutheran Education Association’s 
2020 Distinguished Lutheran Middle 
School Teacher Award. She teaches 
at Trinity Lutheran School in Utica, 
Mich. During her 33 years of teach-
ing, she has also served Michigan 
Lutheran schools in Saginaw and 
Port Huron. 

Myers earned a bachelor’s degree in English and educa-
tion from Concordia University Ann Arbor.  

Myers’ nominator said, “She understands what it means 
to be in school ministry. She feels blessed to be in her role. 

Visitors will note a lighthearted climate in her classroom 
with a sense of duty that remains. Paula melds both mom 
and mentor into the manner in which she interacts with the 
students. She smiles, her students smile. She takes leader-
ship roles. She is a natural communicator. She corresponds 
with parents in a way that builds trust. She is accessible 
to her students who need extra assistance. A trait that is 
very much appreciated is that Mrs. Myers is consistent. She 
does not display frustration. She rolls with it. She is so even 
tempered. Paula has a certain peace about her. This must 
be a byproduct of her faith in Jesus.”

Charles Winterstein is LEA’s 2020 Christus Magister 
Charles (Chuck) Winterstein was 

selected by LEA’s Board of Directors 
to receive LEA’s top honor, the 
Christus Magister Award. Since 
1965, this most prestigious Lutheran 
Education Association award has 
been presented to Lutheran educators 
who have made significant contribu-
tions to Lutheran education. 

Winterstein is assistant to the superintendent of schools 
in the LCMS Michigan District. He previously served 
in positions including teacher and coach, assistant prin-
cipal and principal, university instructor, director of 
development and marketing, education executive for 
the Mid-South District, and Concordia Ann Arbor’s vice 
president, executive vice president, and acting presi-
dent. Among previous honors and recognitions are U.S. 
Department of Education National Distinguished Principal 
and National Distinguished Lutheran Principal, in addition 
to state education honors in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Ohio.  

Winterstein earned a B.A. in curriculum and instruction 
and an M.A. in educational administration from Concordia 
University Chicago and is a Certified Development 
Executive and a Lutheran Leaders Program Fellow.

Winterstein’s nominator said, “Chuck has been the defi-
nition of a servant! And what I admire most is his desire to 
be a champion for students in any way that he can. He loves 
our Lutheran schools and desires excellence so our students 
have the very best. I’m grateful for his leadership and know 
that so many others have been blessed by it as well.”

Congratulations to these outstanding educators! 
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The information provided here is 
not an offer to sell or a solicitation 
of an offer to buy CEF securities. 
The offering of CEF securities 
is made solely by our Offering 
Circular. CEF will offer and sell 
our securities only in states where 
authorized. The securities are 
subject to certain risk factors as 
described in our Offering Circular. 
CEF investments are not insured 
by the FDIC, SIPC, or any other 
governmental agency.

Office:  
800-242-3944

24/7 Interest Rates:  
800-232-7313

Website: 
www.mi-cef.org

“You couldn’t get a better 
partner. CEF is 100% 
behind the mission of the 
church—squarely and 
solidly helping you.”

 — Pastor Tim Loewe, 
 Christ The King, Lambertville

Your Investment  
Builds Churches
When you invest with Church Extension Fund your 
investment helps to renovate and build churches 
and schools, just like Christ The King, Lambertville.

you’ll find it helpful! Or maybe 
you won’t. And that’s OK, too; 
find something else and try that. 
Delight is one of the marks of a 
disciple; find something fun to do 
in prayer, and see what happens next!

The Secret Code Prayer is just one of the Visual Faith 
Experiments you will find in When from Death I’m Free: 
A Hymn Journal for Holy Week, now available on Amazon.
com.

Rev. Dr. Justin Rossow writes, presents, teaches, and 
preaches at the intersection of Scripture, culture, and meta-
phor theory. Justin is the founder of Next Step Press and 
The Next Step Community, both designed to help people 
delight in taking a next step following Jesus. Read more at 
community.FindMyNextStep.org.

continued from page 6The Secret Code Prayer

Ph
ot

o b
y E

lis
a 

Sc
hu

lz 
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y

When from Death I’m Free:
A Hymn Journal for Holy Week

Available on amazon.com

by name.
• If you go to the store, be patient. 

Show deference to others by 
letting them “go first.” God 
knows what you need. He will 
provide for you.

• Communicate with neighbors (literally from around 
the world) how they can access your congregation’s 
live streamed worship service, or your pastor’s sermon 
online. Then invite them to an online (or by phone) 
discussion about the content of the sermon, etc. The 
Holy Spirit can and does work in some amazing ways!

• If you are not feeling well, don’t go out except to your 
health care provider.

• If you are asked to assist someone who is ill, prayerfully 
consider how you can fulfill this Christian obligation 
without endangering yourself or others. While we can 
indeed trust God to protect us, we should not “tempt 
Him”.

Again, these are just a few thoughts. Perhaps they have 
your mind and heart stirring with additional ideas. 

This may be our finest hour as the Body of Christ, 
caring for one another!

Rev. Dr. Robert E. Kasper is the Assistant to the 
President - Congregation Mission and Ministries, Metro 
Zone / Ministry Support for the Michigan District, LCMS.

continued from page 2A Christian’s Responsibility
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16 April 2020

Please check the District website for the latest updates and 
detailed information as COVID-19 concerns continue. 

michigandistrict.org/events.

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

Calls Accepted
Mr. Terry Baughman (Lake Orion) to SMP Crown of Life, Rochester Hills
Rev. Michael Geml (Jackson) to Concordia Lutheran, Conover, NC 
Rev. Russell Johnson (Clinton Twp.) to Christ Our Savior, Holland

Change of Status
Rev. Richard Laeder (Lansing) to Emeritus 
Rev. Ronald Moritz (Marcellus) to Emeritus
Rev. Alan Muck (Manitou Beach) to Emeritus
Rev. Dennis Ouellette (Pittsboro, IN) to Emeritus
Rev. David Prout (Troy) to Candidate
Rev. Larry Rockemann (Sevierville,TN) to Emeritus 
Rev. Roderick Schultz (Belleville) to Candidate

Transferred Into District
Rev. Mark Auernhamer (Big Rapids, MI) from Eastern District

Transferred Out of District
Rev. Dennis Ouellette (Pittsboro, IN) to Indiana District
Rev. Larry Rockemann (Sevierville, TN) to Mid-South District
Rev. Wade Seaver (Boyne City) to English District

APRIL 2020
5 Palm Sunday
10 Good Friday
    DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
12 Easter Sunday
22 Administrative Professionals’ Day

MAY 2020
4-6 North & East Pastors’ Conference
    Garland Lodge, Lewiston
6-7 Circuit Visitors’ Conference
    Garland Lodge, Lewiston
10 Mothers’ Day
12-13 South & East Pastors’ Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
13-14 Intentional Interim Ministry
    Michindoh, Hillsdale
16 Regional Track Meets
    Trinity, Monroe; VLHS, Saginaw; LHN, Macomb
16 Seasons of Change
    District Office, Ann Arbor
18-19 West Pastors’ Conference
    Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City
21 Ascension Day
25 Memorial Day
    DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
27 Board of Directors
    Concordia University Ann Arbor
30 State Track Meet
    Valley Lutheran High School, Saginaw

JUNE 2020
5-7 Junior High Youth Gathering
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
21-27 The Big Week
    Camp Restore, Detroit
22-26 A2E Sports Camp East
    Messmer Park
Jun 28- Jul 1 Senior High Youth Gathering
    Mission Point Resort, Mackinac Island

JULY 2020
Jun 28- Jul 1 Senior High Youth Gathering
    Mission Point Resort, Mackinac Island
4 Independence Day

Calls Accepted
Hinrichs, Thomas (Christ, Albuquerque, NM) to St. Peter, Macomb
Marsh, Benjamin (Salem, Tomball, TX) to Shepherd’s Gate, Shelby 
Township
Schultz, Megan (Concordia, Ann Arbor) to Michigan District, LCMS, 
Ann Arbor
Smith, Jennifer (Candidate) to Trinity, Traverse City
Smith, Kyle (Immanuel, Saginaw) to Trinity, Traverse City

Change of Status
Drinane, Nicole (Guardian, Dearborn) to Candidate
Noel, Marie (St. Paul, Royal Oak) to Emeritus

Transferred Into District
Foiles, Lisa (Southern Illinois District) as Candidate
Schnuell-Ruth, Karen (Iowa District East) as Candidate

Transferred Out of District
Meckes, Hannah (Candidate) to Ohio District
Schafer, Joyce (Emeritus) to Indiana District
Weiss, Jeffery (Candidate) to Indiana District
Witt, Sylvia (Candidate) to Southeastern District

Removed From Roster
Meinert, Robert

Called Home
Germeroth, Paul

A complete up-to-date listing of  Calls and 
Vacancies can be found at michigandistrict.org.


