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would be a blessing to the LCP if he 
were somehow be able to continue his 
academic studies. Maybe I can talk about 
that more in a future newsletter. 

* * * 
This was our first Christmas without any 
children, just Amy and me. Of course, 
there are no classes at the seminary over 
Christmas, so we were able to remedy 

most of our self-pity by taking our pale 
bodies to the beach for a few days! 
Sometimes I think about the real 
missionaries, as I am inclined to call 
them. The men and women who left their 
families, perhaps never to see them 
again, or not to see them again for years 
on end. No video communications. No 
fast flights. No vacations. Your present-

day LCMS missionaries do indeed 
make sacrifices in order to carry on 
the work you have entrusted to us. 
Furthermore, there are still 
colleagues serving in other fields 
who do face far greater hardships 
that we do, but I would be 
dishonest if I were to give the 
impression that we ever have faced 
grave deprivation. You take good 
care of us. That is, the leadership 
and the support staff of the Office 
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• LTS is served by five full-time 

faculty members. I am the only 
foreigner. The others are all 
Philippino.

• Two of the faculty members are 
already past retirement age, but 
continue to serve. Rev. Teodorico 
is the dean of LTS. Rev. Willando 
Roa does classes for pastors 
around the LCP as well as 
teaching on campus.

• Rev. James Cerdeñola was 
formerly the president of LCP and 
now teaches.

• Rev. Abel Villos is not currently 
teaching as he is pursuing a 
graduate degree.

Rev. J.M. Bote, blessing the children, at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Malabon (Metro Manila)

Last newsletter I introduced you to 
some young pastors, recently 
graduated, whom I did not teach. 
This newsletter I give you more of 
the same. Actually, I am 
reintroducing you to a young man 
that I did teach, now ordained, 
serving in the metropolis of Manila, 
John Michael (J.M.) Bote. Over the 
holiday school break we had a 
chance to visit him in his new 
congregation on the First Sunday 
after Christmas. The service was all 
in Tagalog, but the liturgy and the 
hymns were, nonetheless, familiar. 
As you maybe recall from earlier 
newsletters, J.M. came to the 
seminary right after graduation from 
high school, so he is only 22 years 
old. LTS cannot offer a degree, since 
it is not accredited, but J.M. proved 
himself to be an able theologian. It 

Sunset over the South China Sea, San Juan, La 
Union, Philippines
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
• Safety for those affected by 

Taal Volcano.
• Good health and safety for 

us and our students and 
colleagues at LTS.

• For  new students eager to 
study for the Holy Ministry.

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
• God has kept us healthy!
• The faithful pastors and laity 

of the Lutheran Church in the 
Philippines.

• The faithful teachers who 
have trained men such as 
those mentioned in these 
newsletters.

PRAISE GOD FOR: 
• The many congregations and 

individuals who pray  
for us, encourage and 
support us 

Thank you for supporting us with your 
gifts, pledges, prayers, and 
encouraging words. We need them. 
Please continue! Thank you for giving 
us this blessed opportunity and honor 
to do our part in preparing more men 
like Pastor John Michael Bote. 

Peace in Christ! Blessed New Year!

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.”

To support the LCMS through the work 
of Roger & Amy James, you may send 
a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Roger James.” Gifts can 
also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website, on my online giving 
page at lcms.org/lastname.

of International Mission—your people
—do their best to take good care of us 
missionaries. There are always 
difficulties, to be sure, but you face 
difficulties in the USA, too. So, we give 
thanks for our OIM leadership and 
support staff—we give thanks for you
—who care so much for us. 

* * * 
Maybe you have heard of the eruption 
of the Taal Volcano—perhaps more 
than we have! Taal is one of the 
smallest, but most active volcanoes in 
the world. We are safe and secure. It is 
a 215 mile, 8 hour drive from our 
location. (See the map right). Tagaytay 
City by Taal Lake is normally a major 
tourist area, popular with expats. Now 
the area around the volcano has been 
evacuated. Manila flights have been 

disrupted to some extent. The LCP also 
has two congregations in the vicinity of 
the eruption. The situation is 
unpredictable. Your prayers are 
coveted.

Although we weren’t with our 
family, we enjoyed a lovely 
Christmas party with the 
seminary families, singing, 
games, gifts, food. The joy of 
Christ’s birth!

Taal Volcano erupting on 13 January.
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