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continued on page 2

A Clearer Image of the Witness
by Todd Jones

St. Paul urged Timothy to “do the work of an evan-
gelist.” We are called to be witnesses for the 

Gospel. Peter states that we are a royal priesthood and 
holy nation to declare the praise of Him who brought 
us out of darkness and into the marvelous light (2 Peter 
2:9). The greatest challenge that faces our congrega-
tions is not the shortage of pastors or the inability to pay 
the bills. The greatest challenge for our congregations 
is a lack of personal witnessing or personal evange-
lism. In Romans 10, St. Paul reveals that conversion 
takes place as the Holy Spirit works through the spoken 
witness from a believer to a non-believer. It seems that 
those conversations aren’t happening very often. 
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It might be that the conversations 
don’t happen because we have a false 
image in our mind of the work of 
an evangelist. Many people equate 
witnessing to the work of a salesman. 
Within this image, the evangelism 
task is to persuade someone to make a 
decision for Jesus. Armed with Bible 
passages and basic tools of logic, the 
witness tries to make the decision for 
Jesus seem reasonable and desirable. 
Of course, Scripture says that we are 
born spiritually dead and unable to 
make a decision for Christ. In addi-
tion, salvation is ours through faith, 
not through understanding. When I 
see my role as salesman to the lost, I 
see my responsibility to help people 
make better choices. Not only does 
the image lead me down a path of false 
doctrine, but it is intimidating to think 
that my words make a difference in a 
person’s eternal salvation.

Another commonly held false image 
of evangelism might be that of the rela-
tionship between a mother and child. 
In this image, the role of the witness is 
to remind you of God’s expectations 
of the moral behavior of the lost. Time 
and time again, evangelism move-
ments were sidetracked into moral 
causes which, though important, were 
not central to the Gospel. For exam-
ple, the great European revival in the 
late 1800s was hijacked by the issue 
of slavery. The great revival of the 
early 1900s was hijacked by the fight 
against liquor and prohibition. Finally, 
the spiritual revival of the late fifties 
and early sixties was consumed by the 
civil rights movement and the Vietnam 
war. While the causes were noble, they 
morphed the role of the evangelist from 
sharing the faith to defending moral-
ity. When I see my role as mother to 
the lost, I see my responsibility to help 
people behave better and the Gospel is 
reduced to better living.

Finally, there is the false image of 
the evangelist or witness taking on the 

role of a physician. In this imagery, the 
work of the evangelist or witness is to 
help people have a better life through 
social reform. While closely related to 
the mother image, the physician image 
is different in that it doesn’t blame the 
lost for their brokenness. Rather, it 
strives to deliver them from the conse-
quences of their brokenness. When I 
see my role as an evangelist to be that 
of a friend, I see my responsibility to 
help people feel better; to solve their 
problems. As with the previous image, 
the Gospel generally takes a back seat 
to social reform.

A FOURTH OPTION
The above images of the evangelism 

process are false, and they are intimi-
dating. We are uncomfortable trying 
to sell someone on Christ, much less 
trying to solve the social problems 
of this world. I would like to encour-
age you to consider a fourth image. It 
is the image of one person sharing a 
gift with the other person. The giver’s 
joy is in sharing the gift. The recipi-
ent may receive the gift with joy, with 
confusion, or with polite ambivalence. 
While the response to the gift is impor-
tant, it is not the central focus of the 

giver. The giver finds joy in giving 
the gift—the gift of the Gospel. The 
variety of ways the gift was shared 
in the New Testament is helpful. For 
example, Philip shared the gift with his 
brother when he simply said, “Come 
and see” in John 1:46. Jesus often 
shared the gift through questions or 
parables that sparked conversations. 
Peter shared the gift with the lame man 
in Acts 3:6 when he said, “I don’t have 
silver or gold, but what I do have I give 
to you.” Paul’s sharing of the gift was 
tailored to the hearer’s cultural expec-
tations (1 Corinthians 9).

The point is we have all been chal-
lenged to be witnesses, to share the gift 
of salvation. I want to challenge you to 
actively seek opportunities to share the 
gift. The people of this world desper-
ately need to hear about the gift of 
salvation that is theirs in Christ Jesus. 
To learn more about conversational 
evangelism, check out the podcasts 
Conversational Evangelism Part 1 
& 2, found at michigandistrict.org/
podcast. 

Rev. Dr. Todd A. Jones is the 
Assistant to the President – Mission 
Education and Support for the 
Michigan District, LCMS.

The people of this world 
desperately need to hear 
about the gift of salvation 
that is theirs in Christ Jesus. 
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Christ, Milford Team off to Alaska for 7th Straight Year
By Elisa Schulz

In May of 2013, Christ Lutheran Church in Milford 
was contacted by a congregation in rural Alaska. 

They were looking for a group of volunteers to help 
give the local children a Vacation Bible School. Just 
a few weeks later, a group of 12 volunteers packed 
up, flew into Anchorage, and made the 4-hour drive to 
Copper Center to share the Good News of Christ to the 
community. Every summer since, they’ve been sending 
a team to serve at Mt. Drum Lutheran Church. While 
their “Mission to Reflect Christ to Creation in the Last 
Frontier” has remained the same, the volunteer group has 
evolved over the past several years as they continue to 
learn what works best for the little, God-commissioned 
team and for the community.

On Pentecost Sunday, June 9, the 2019 Alaska Mission 
team was again commissioned by Christ Lutheran to 
go serve in Copper Center. They left June 13 for their 
7th Alaska mission trip. Rev. Andrew Johnson says the 
mission has been a blessing to the congregation, as it has 
taught them about the power of God and the need to trust 
in Him. He explains: 

“Mission work outside of our immediate community 
can feel like an impossible task, especially in a smaller 
congregation. Questions of cost and participation are 
constant companions to our conversation. We are incred-
ibly thankful that the Lord has blessed Christ Lutheran 
with answers to both over the last seven years. It is only 
by the graciousness of God that we have been able to 
sustain this mission to the interior of Alaska. Many of 
our members have been involved with the mission and 
have brought home countless stories of the Spirit at work. 

Sharing these stories is a wonderful reminder of the 
power of God who works through His Gospel to shape 
and redeem lives. These stories have formed our outlook 
for mission here at home; we look for the same Spirit to 
be at work in our community as we share the Gospel with 
our friends and neighbors.”

The group has a website full of updates and photos of 
past VBS trips to Alaska. You can see it at https://copper-
centervbs.wordpress.com. Morgan Peterson, a team 
member who has been involved from the very beginning, 
tells the story of the mission in detail at https://copper-
centervbs.wordpress.com/2018/06/13/a-history-lesson/. 
Christine Kerster, the group leader, updates the website 
as well as a Facebook and Instagram account with news 
from the current mission trip.

Please pray for the children who heard the message 
this year, and maybe consider helping next year! Rev. 
Johnson says they are always looking for others to join 
them in Alaska.

Elisa is a staff writer, copy editor, and photographer 
for the Michigan District, LCMS. She is married to Rev. 
Charles Schulz (Concordia University Ann Arbor) and 
they have three children.

2019 Alaska VBS team and participants

Photo courtesy of Christine Kerster
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HEALTHY WORKERS

Back-to-School Anxiety? 
By all Means Pray!

By Richard Schumacher

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6–7 ESV).

at the winery relocates to the drive-thru for coffee which 
needs to move a little faster or I’m going to be late for the 
back-to-school faculty meeting.

In fairness, not every teacher takes the start of the 
school year this hard, but most will admit that, while 
they’re truly excited about the upcoming school year, 
they will miss the slower pace that summer brings. But 
some of us were called to be teachers, and we can only do 
that if we take the break we were given and put it to good 
use in our classroom this year. 

As we head into the start of this new school year, 
many teachers find themselves balancing another set of 
emotions:

• A sense of purpose, knowing that they’re heading 
back to the job they love;

• A tinge of sadness that vacation is ending;
• The anticipation of creating a classroom community 

that will be exciting, safe, and filled with learning;
And last, but not least…
A touch of anxiety over getting back into the grind of 

long days—endless grading, parent concerns, and the 

Photo by Elisa Schulz/Michigan District, LCMS

Education is hard work, and a break that 
allows teachers the chance to relax, renew, 
regroup, and recharge is critical to maintaining 
success year after year.

At the conclusion of every school year, many teach-
ers find themselves balancing a competing set of 

emotions:
• A sense of pride after having accomplished a great 

deal over the past 40 weeks;
• A tinge of sadness that this class will be moving on;
• The anticipation of new growth opportunities;
• And last, but not least, SUMMER VACATION! 

 
Some teachers feel the need to bury that last bullet point 

because others outside of education might criticize them 
for getting so much “time off.” I say teachers shouldn’t 
apologize for the time off they’ve earned. Education is 
hard work, and a break that allows teachers the chance to 
relax, renew, regroup, and recharge is critical to maintain-
ing success year after year.

But then it happens. It’s imperceptible at first, but little 
by little it builds until finally it becomes this powerfully 
undeniable reality. From the people who brought you 
“Sunday Night Dread,” here comes the summer block-
buster you’ve been ignoring:

BACK TO SCHOOL TIME IS HERE!!!!!!!! 
One minute you were sipping your favorite beverage 

in an inflatable unicorn on a lake, the next you are cutting 
out laminated name cards and sticking them on desks. 
Summer reading turns to content reading and girls’ night 
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God is Faithful
   By Ruth Martin

At times, life can be hard, 
complicated, confusing, 

and painful. It’s difficult to imagine 
making it through life on our own, 
without God. But God is faithful. He 
sustains us when we are struggling 
with anxiety or depression, lifts our 
head when we are heartbroken, and 
gives us a peace that surpasses all 
human understanding when things 
seem hopeless. Scripture tells us that 
faithfulness is woven deep into the 
character of God. God is love. God 
is just. And God is faithful. Here are 
just some of the many ways that God 
is faithful.

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO FULFILL HIS 
PROMISES

 “This is my comfort in my afflic-
tion, that your promise gives me life” 
(Psalm 119:50).

Scripture contains hundreds, if 
not thousands, of promises of God. 
God is faithful to fulfill every one of 
His promises. It’s mind -boggling to 
think about it, since He doesn’t owe 
us anything. In fact, we continue to 
insult and sin against Him, time and 
time again, simply by doubting Him 
and not relying on His promises.    

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO FORGIVE OUR SINS
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
It’s comforting to know that, when we sin, God doesn’t hold grudges or turn 

away from us. Like the father in the parable of the Prodigal Son, God eagerly 
awaits for us to confess our sins and return to Him. When we repent of our 
sins, God wraps us in His robe of forgiveness and celebrates. No elaborate 
ritual is required. 

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO TRANSFORM US TO BE MORE LIKE JESUS 
“He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
God is our creator and uses every circumstance in our life—every blessing, 

hardship, joy, and sorrow—to mold, shape, and transform us into His image. 
We are a work in progress and nothing will keep God from accomplishing His 
glorious purposes for our life. ©
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HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

The Necessity and 
Joy of Private and 
Corporate Worship
                   By Richard Tino
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God’s Third Command clearly demands that we worship Him corporately 
and privately. However, it is not the type of command that says, ‘Worship 

Me or else I will punish you!’ Rather, the urgency is more along the lines of, ‘Eat, 
or else you will starve to death.’ Those who separate themselves from worship 
are cutting themselves off from God’s Word and Sacraments. They’re missing 
out on His eternal gifts. In this sense, worship truly is a necessity.

BUT(!) at the same time, private and corporate worship are also a true joy as 
we rediscover Whom we are encountering face to face, where we encounter Him, 
amidst what company, and in what awesome realm, all while we gather around 
His Word and Sacraments. I believe if we declare both the necessity and joy of 
worship, many of our inactive members will rejoin us and many unbelievers will 
anxiously follow us into this heavenly realm.

THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH!
Worship is a necessity because through Word and Sacrament God is making 

dead people live. We are all conceived and born dead in our sins thanks to Adam. 
As soon as he ate the forbidden fruit, his spirit died, and later his body. His dead 
spirit began hating God and his dear wife, Eve. His words, “It’s that woman 
whom You gave me!” really mean: “Damn Eve for my sin … oh and God, you 
should also damn Yourself. A better God would not have made this incompetent 
woman!!!” Adam refused to take ownership of his guilt, but the fault was all his. 
So also our guilt is nobody’s fault but our own.

Paul declares all who inherit Adam’s sinful nature to be “dead in sin …” 
(Ephesians 2:1). Jesus describes this spiritual death: “For everyone practic-
ing evil hates [Jesus] and does not come to [Jesus], lest his deeds should be 
exposed” (John 3:20). We are so dead in our sin that we can’t find God, choose 
God, or come to God!

THANKS BE TO GOD, THE SECOND ADAM COMES TO OUR RESCUE!
Romans 5 describes Jesus as the second Adam. Jesus, being true God, also 

became a human when He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary. 
Later He was born a human when Mary’s water broke. Immediately Mary had to 
nurse Jesus to keep Him alive, and Mary and Joseph had to keep cleansing Him 
as well as teaching Him and protecting Him. These ‘facts of life’ bring us to the 
essence of worship. 

IN WORSHIP, GOD PREACHES US INTO LIFE AND GIVES BIRTH TO US 
IN WATER

Since we’re spiritually dead, our conversion is nothing less than the miracle 
of God creating life out of death. It comes first by speaking. That’s why the Holy 
Spirit preached Jesus into Mary’s womb through Gabriel, and why Paul declares, 
“Faith comes by hearing the Word of God” (Romans 10:12–17).

This miracle of creation happens every worship service. God speaks through 
His Word creating life out of dead things. This preaching of Jesus into our hearts 
parallels His conception in Mary. Therefore, as He was later born of Mary when 
her water broke, so we are born of God when the baptismal water breaks. Jesus 
says, “… unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God” (John 3:5).

continued on page 19
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Valley Lutheran High School 
in Saginaw, Michigan has been 
consistently ranked among the top 
10 Christian schools in the nation 
for the past 15 years and takes pride 
in this accomplishment. But the 
school’s faculty and leadership know 
that in order to remain competitive, 
they need to go beyond providing 
dedicated teachers and excellent 
programs. They must also provide 
updated, modern facilities where 
students can thrive. With the help of 
Church Extension Fund (CEF), they 
are in the process of doing just that. 

In 2015, the school’s leadership team 
held a strategic planning session to 
determine the biggest challenges 

the school faced in staying on the 
leading edge of Christian education. 
The team first identified the school’s 
aging science labs as a major area for 
needed improvement. 

“We realized that after 40 years in 
the same building, we had reached 
a point where even with updates, it 
was still the same building,” explains 
Executive Director John Brandt. 
“Interest in the sciences was growing, 
and this made us very aware of our 
limitations in this area.”

As the leadership team looked at 
ways to address this need, it also 
sought to bring the school up to date 
in a few other important areas. It 
embarked on an ambitious “Growing 

AUGUST     2019

Valley Lutheran High School grows 
with the help of CEF

FOCUSED on 
funding the needs of 
Michigan District congregations

Campaign” that would not only 
provide four new science labs but 
would also allow for expanded music, 
art and Special Education programs, 
as well as athletic department 
enhancements.

“We are expanding out to both the 
east and west,” explains Brandt of 
the building project that o�cially 
launched in September of 2018. “On 
the east side of the building, we will 
be adding the four science labs and 
new art rooms, while the west will 
see a new weight room and facilities 
for the wrestlers, as well as additional 
o�ce space. Our Special Education 
programming encompasses about 
10% of our student population, and 
the new buildings will give them an 
updated space as well.”

Along with recognizing the need to 
make changes to the building, the 
Valley Lutheran team also knew that 
it needed a strong financial partner 
to make it happen.

Familiar with Church Extension 
Fund because of Aesthetics and 
Technology grants given in the 

past, the school 
looked to CEF 
again and found an 
enthusiastic partner 
willing to help.

“Church Extension 
Fund was involved 
from the point 
of the earliest 
discussions,” Brandt 
says. “They were 
supportive of the 
plans from the start 
and were right there when we went 
from ‘We hope to do this’ to ‘We’re 
really going to do this.’”

Brandt and sta� are expecting to 
have the western expansion done by 
the time school starts up in the fall, 
while the eastern addition will wrap 
up sometime in December. A January 
2020 dedication is planned.

Brandt noted that the Valley Lutheran 
finance team was made up of people 
with vastly di�erent experience levels 
and he was impressed by the way 
CEF could speak to all parties using 
language that each could easily 

understand. CEF is so respected in 
the lending industry, that when the 
school talked to local banks to satisfy 
due diligence on the loan, the lenders 
told them there was no way they 
could beat CEF’s rates and didn’t 
even o�er a quote.

“CEF is about more than great rates; 
it is also there to provide services and 
encouragement,” Brandt points out.

“It’s not just about the big projects, 
either,” he says. “They are very 
encouraging about the little things, 
too. They understand that it is about 
sharing God’s love.”

A rendering of the new building scheduled to be completed in January 2020.

Prayers being said before the ground breaking ceremony for the expansion of Valley Lutheran High School.

CEF is so respected in the 
lending industry that when 
the school talked to local 

banks to satisfy due diligence 
on the loan, the lenders  

told them there was no way 
they could beat CEF’s rates 

and didn’t even offer a quote.

John Brandt
Executive Director

Valley Lutheran High, Saginaw

The plan includes space for four science labs, a new art 
room, a weight room and a new wrestling facility.
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A “By the Numbers” look at the Here We Stand Campaign
                                                 (through July 3, 2019)
$6,156,775.23  Total campaign gifts, pledges, and goals 
$5,576,797.91  Cash received which includes $500,000 CEF Matching Funds
$482,905.91  Outstanding commitments (pledges)
1,379   Total Contributors
1,228   Individual Contributors
151   Congregations Contributing
41.3%   % of Michigan District Congregations currently participating
11,015   Participants in the “Crafted By Truth” Bible Reading Program 
1,603   Participants who have completed the Bible Reading Program
13,300   Attendees at the 500th Anniversary Worship Service at the Breslin Center
$1,245,167.43   Total given/pledged for Professional Church Worker Scholarships
$2,473,796.76  Total given/pledged for Innovative Missional Ministry
$     926,611.23  Total given/pledged for Michigan District Endowment
$1,414,128.40  Total given/pledged for International Ministries
Bible verse: Psalm 71:17–18
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. So even to old age 
and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to 
all those to come.”

herewestand.michigandistrict.org

Generosity Impacts Future Church Workers
“It means a lot to know others are supporting my jour-

ney into church work, even those I have not met. Thanks 
a ton for your generosity!” These appreciative words 
were expressed by Jack, a current church work student at 
Concordia University Ann Arbor. Jack received a schol-
arship from the Michigan District to help offset his costs 
as he studies and prepares to be a next generation church 
worker. 

Jack is one of 101 students attending a Concordia 
University System school or seminary who received 
a scholarship for the 2018-19 school year from the 
Michigan District. When Jack said, “even those I have not 
met,” he is referring to the hundreds and hundreds of indi-
viduals and congregations who have given generously 
to the Here We Stand (HWS) campaign and designated 
some, or all, of their contribution to help support future 
Kingdom workers like himself. Perhaps as you read this 
Jack is speaking directly to you and thanking you person-
ally for investing in his future. I would also like to thank 
you on behalf of the 100 other students who were blessed 
by your generosity. 

Professional Church Worker Scholarships is one of 
four initiatives of the HWS campaign. To date, over $1.24 
million has been given and committed to this vital initia-

tive of the campaign. Our goal is to significantly increase 
the number of dollars given for scholarship purposes 
so we can continue to assist students for many years to 
come as they strive to meet the rising costs of their educa-
tion. These are students that you may know personally as 
members of your congregation or your family.

Professional Church Work Scholarship recipients of the 
Michigan District must be members of an LCMS congre-
gation in the Michigan Distri ct, and must be preparing 
for a career in professional church work. These careers 
include serving the church as pastor, teacher, DCE, 
Director of Music or Worship, Deaconess, Director of 
Family Life, and others. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can help. Your 
one-time gift or multi-year commitment of any size 
or duration will make a difference for someone. For 
more information on how to respond, please call the 
Development Department of the Michigan District at 
734.213.4265 or visit the campaign website at herewes-
tand.michigandistrict.org and locate the Donate button.

“I really appreciate all the generosity and support 
you’ve shown me. Without it, my dream of becoming a 
Lutheran teacher wouldn’t be coming true.” (Hannah, 
a Professional Church Work Student at Concordia 
University Ann Arbor)
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LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

Be part of the Mission with Mites.  Send your donations to Sandy Maya,
6600 Constitution Blvd. #402, Portage, MI 49024.

Visit the LWML Michigan District web site for information about us.  https://lwmlmichigan.org/ 

And when He had said this, He
showed them both His hands and
His side. The disciples then rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. John 20:20

Plan now to attend the
LWML Michigan District
state convention - July
10-12, 2020 in Gaylord. 

Like us on Facebook!

06-19 LWML June 4 Aug:Layout 1  6/16/2019  4:23 PM  Page 1

Reach out to Everyone with the Gospel
This was the theme of Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler’s 

address to participants at the 77th annual Michigan 
District Convention on May 4 at the Bavarian Inn Lodge 
and Conference Center. “I have the privilege of being 
one voice to a million,” Dr. Zeigler, the speaker of The 
Lutheran Hour™, said. “We have one million voices that 
can reach out to one person.”

He asked the audience, “How often have you had a 
conversation about faith (or lack of faith) with anyone in 
the last year? We need to live the faith like people in the 
New Testament did.” He further said, “Eager conversa-
tionalists are people who have a clear understanding that 
salvation comes from believing in the Lord Jesus.” Dr. 
Zeigler shared how Jesus, in His ministry, dealt with shy 
and reluctant followers.

Tom Rehkopf, ministry advancement officer for 
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) shared, “Almost five 
billion people on this planet do not follow Christ. We are 
at a crossroads.”

LHM focuses on four pillars:
• Bring the Gospel to the unchurched around the 

world;
• Engage communities in the digital mission field;

• Grow God’s Kingdom through expanded media 
outreach;

• Energize, equip and engage laity for outreach.
Rehkopf noted that LHM partners with Barna Research 

and develops materials such as Bible studies and other 
guides to help train people through the easily accessible 
LHMlearn. Project Connect is a topical booklet ministry 
with 60 subjects that offer hope and comfort to hurting 
people. He also shared, “We [LHM] look for places where 
there hasn’t been an opportunity to share the Gospel. 
We go for unreached people. Smart phone technology is 
where people are at today. It’s a huge opportunity.”

The Lutheran Laymen’s League, through THRED, has 
a social media ministry to share the Gospel. The League 
has a goal to reach 137 million people every week with 
the Gospel and to raise $715,535 per year ($242 million 
over five years).

President Chuck Bennett chaired the Mich. District 
LLL convention and a budget of $12,025 was approved 
for the 2019–2020 fiscal year. Dave Marasus led the 
convention in several song sessions. Greetings were 
received from the LWML; Paul Moeller, President of 
the LLL Saginaw Valley Zone; and Brad Storck, LLL 
Arcadia retreat chairman.
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worldly view compares and 
contrasts with the Christian 
worldview. The presentation 
helped the Deaf understand 
how God’s kingdom benefits 
individuals in ways the world 
cannot; particularly how we 
are saved through faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Trinity provided the food 
and a lesson on making 
Chinese spring rolls that was 
enjoyed by all. The party was a wonderful opportunity to 
bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Deaf community. 

Resources for reaching the Deaf community can be 
found at michigandistrict.org/deafministries. These 
resources include weekly devotions, Catechism videos, 
and consultation references. An LSB Liturgy/Prayer 
Translation, Visual Sunday school resources, and 
Religious Sign Vocabulary playlists are currently being 
developed. For more information, contact Rev. Thomas 
Dunseth at 616.634.1100 or Deaconess Diana Rice via 
videophone at 313.528.0950.

News and Events
Deaf Chinese New Year Celebration

Trinity, Traverse 
City celebrated the 
Chinese New Year 
this past February. 
Trinity has had a deaf 
ministry for many 
years and the party 
was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet 
many new people 
and enjoy Christian 
fellowship and 
kindness.

The Chinese New 
Year follows the 
lunar calendar and 
is a different date 
each year. Twelve 

creatures mark the twelve-year cycle. This year it fell on 
February 5 and issued in the “Year of the Pig.” 

Rev. Thomas Dunseth, missionary at large to the 
Deaf, discussed the Chinese New Year and presented its 
history with a few points on Chinese culture and how its 

Care Packages for Police Officers
Members of the Tuesday night Christ Care women’s 

Bible study group at Peace, Saginaw are shown with their 
donations that filled care packages for about 60 officers 
in three local police departments: Saginaw, Saginaw 
Township, and Carrollton. The group also prayed a special 
prayer of protection for all the local first responders.

Reformation Workshop
Pastors, wives, lay 

people, all are invited 
to look at the renewal 
of grace found in the 
Reformation with Dr. 
Bob Rosin, October 
24-26, 2019 at Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Grand 
Junction, Co. Seminary 
workshops have allowed Messiah to become a bridge 
between the heartland of Missouri Synod Lutheranism 
and its outskirts. Pastors at Messiah have been encour-
aged through these workshops; lay people are taught; and 
even a few prospective seminary students get a firsthand 
experience learning from (perhaps their future) profes-
sors. Messiah invites you to a mountaintop experience of 
refreshment and renewal. 

Messiah looks forward to hosting this conference 
focused on the Reformation this October. For more infor-
mation, contact Rev. Josh Schmidt at 970.245.2838 or 
pastorschmidt@messiahlutherangj.org.

Photo courtesy of Peace Lutheran Ministries
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Jr. High Gathering Recap
Over 350 junior high youth from Lutheran churches 

throughout Michigan gathered in Frankenmuth on May 
31–June 2 for this year’s Michigan District Jr. High 
Youth Gathering. The theme was #TRUTH—“And you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 
8:32). The event consisted of mass gatherings, servant 
events, sectionals, and a special evening devotion at St. 
Lorenz Lutheran Church. 

On Saturday afternoon, four breakout sectionals were 
offered on the campus of St. Lorenz Lutheran School. 
Each sectional ran for 45 minutes and was offered four 
times throughout the day. Sectionals included such titles 
as #Lies, #IsThisRealLife, and Visual Faith Ministry. 

Thank you to all leaders who brought their youth to 
Frankenmuth for a weekend of fun, fellowship, and 
growth. To view the recap video, search the District 
YouTube Channel at YouTube.com/michiganLCMS.

Our Savior, Lansing Receives 5-Star Quality Rating
Our Savior, Lansing Church & School’s Early 

Childhood Program has received a 5-star quality rating 
from Great Start to Quality, Michigan’s quality rating 
and improvement system for child care and preschool, 
preparing children to succeed in school and life.

“We are so excited and blessed to have participated in 
Great Start to Quality!” states Windy Carroll, the Our 
Savior Lutheran Early Childhood Programs Director. 
“We are committed to continuous quality improvement 
and strive to meet the physical, social, emotional, and 
academic needs of all children entrusted to our care, so 
going through this process has really helped us reflect on 
our policies and practices.”

Parents and students alike know the quality that the Our 
Savior Early Childhood Program staff put into each day of 
teaching, guiding, and nurturing the students. “Extremely 
well deserved!” says Sara F. “We feel so fortunate to have 
found such a wonderful place for our son to begin his 
educational journey!”

Our Savior Lutheran believes young children learn 
through play in carefully constructed indoor and outdoor 
active learning environments that are rich with intentional 
instruction and provide opportunities for critical think-
ing, problem solving, creativity, and exploration with a 
variety of materials including natural elements. There, 
students are nurtured, supported, and challenged through 
adult-child interactions as well as independent work so 
that they may grow in every learning area. Most of all, 
Our Savior believes that character and faith development 
should be integrated into every activity, interaction, and 
situation throughout each day so that each child who 
comes through their program leaves as a loving Christian, 
lifelong learner, and responsible citizen.

Photo courtesy of Our Savior, Lansing

Photo by Jeff Heisner/Michigan District,  LCMS
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Sharing the Gospel With NASCAR Fans
Despite the rain and a last-minute location change, the Sunrise 

Worship Service took place on Sunday, June 9, at Michigan 
International Speedway (MIS) in Brooklyn, Mich. Many thanks to 
Rev. Norm Koy who shared the message “It’s all About the Finish 
Line,” the praise band from Redeemer, Jackson that led worship-
pers in song, and St. Mark’s, Brooklyn members who carried out 
area publicity. Race car driver Corey LeJoie also shared his short 
testimony with those in attendance in this unconventional worship 
setting. 

As of last year, MIS was the final NASCAR race track to provide 
worship services on race day. In 2018, the District stepped into this 
role. The worship services in these two years were designed to serve 
race fans and $5 from all District group ticket sales went to the Here 
We Stand campaign’s “Innovative Missional Ministry” initiative, 
benefitting Acts 2 Enterprise ministries that serve individuals in 
urban areas of Michigan.

The funds raised will touch lives through Bethany, Detroit; 
Charity, Detroit; Family of God, Detroit; Luke Project 52 Clinic, 
Detroit; Outer Drive Faith, Detroit; Pan de Vida, Detroit; Camp 
Restore Detroit; Benton Harbor Lutheran Outreach, Benton Harbor; 
Franklin Avenue Mission, Flint; and St. Paul Community, Pontiac. 

If you did not purchase race tickets and/or were unable to attend 
the worship service and would still like to donate to these urban 
ministries, please visit michigandistrict.org/donate. Photos by Jeff Heisner/Michigan District,  LCMS

Your Investment  
Builds Churches
When you invest with Church Extension Fund your 
investment helps to renovate and build churches and 
schools, just like St. John, Fraser (pictured). Pastor Smith 
of St. John says about their recent renovation, “CEF is 
very supportive of the work. They don’t simply supply 

the money, they have worked with our sta for years 
to make it all come together.” 

The information provided here is 
not an o�er to sell or a solicitation 
of an o�er to buy CEF securities. 
The o�ering of CEF securities 
is made solely by our O�ering 
Circular. CEF will o�er and sell 
our securities only in states where 
authorized. The securities are 
subject to certain risk factors as 
described in our O�ering Circular. 
CEF investments are not insured 
by the FDIC, SIPC, or any other 
governmental agency.

O ce:  
800-242-3944

24/7 Interest Rates:  
800-232-7313

Website: 
www.mi-cef.org

19-CEF-0116_HalfPageAd_V3.indd   1 6/24/19   3:15 PM
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Trinity, Conklin’s preschoolers raised $320 to donate to Alpha 
Women Center through their garden plant sale! The children 
sowed the seeds in March and shared the responsibility of 
watering the seedlings during germination. They sold the 
plants and presented the check to representatives from Alpha 
Women Center. Unsold plants were donated to Early Learning 
Collaborative Centers and their inner-city community gardens of 
Grand Rapids.

Photo courtesy of Trinity, Conklin

Urban Ministry Conference
“What’s happening in Urban Ministry in the Michigan 

District, LCMS?” A wonderful group of Jesus’ follow-
ers called ‘55 ALIVE’ asked that question about a year 
ago. In an effort to answer them, the 2019 Urban Ministry 
Conference was birthed. It will take place on Monday, 
September 16, 2019, at Mt. Calvary, Detroit’s Camp 
Restore Detroit (CRD). 

CRD will host this special event where Michigan 
District-sponsored urban ministries will share 
their efforts to serve their communities in the 
name of Jesus through TED Talk-style presenta-
tions. Speakers include: Acts 2 Enterprise, Rev. 
Christoher Bodley; Benton Harbor Lutheran Outreach,
Deacon Scott Kizer; Camp Restore Detroit, Rev. John 
Carrier; Charity, Detroit, Rev. Steve Essenburg; Christ 
Campus, Lansing, Rev. David Davis and Rev. Zerit 
Yohannes; Elli’s House, Deb Ellinger; Family of God, 
Detroit, Rev. James Hill and Vicar Tyler Cronkright; 
Franklin Avenue Mission, Rev. Brad Yops; Luke Project 
52 Clinic, Rev. Brad Garrison; and Project 8:12, Steve 
Gauss. 

Cost is $15  and includes lunch. Doors open at 11 
a.m. and lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m., followed 
by presentations. The program is scheduled to end at 
2:30 p.m. Secure parking is available. To register, go to      
michigandistrict.org/urbanministryconf. 

The LWML Timberline Zone Prayer Day Service took place at Faith, 
Prescott on May 16, 2019. Rev. Daniel Jansen and Zone Counselor 
Rev. Matthew Dent led the  service, which was followed by a luncheon.

Photo courtesy of Faith, Prescott

New District Offi ce Hours
The Michigan District, LCMS has new offi ce 
hours: 8:45 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Church Extension Fund offi ce hours will 
remain the same, 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

michigandistrict.org | 888.225.2111
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Special Recognition
Michigan District Welcomes New Pastors, Vicars, and Deaconess Interns

Rev. Erik Schmidt was installed as Lead Pastor at Peace Lutheran 
Church in Saginaw on Sunday, May 5.

Photo courtesy of Peace, SaginawDeacon Robert Geisler was ordained and installed as a SMP Pastor 
at Trinity Lutheran, Davison on March 10. Clergy and deacons who 
attended included: (first row l-r) Rev. Dr. Bob Schultz, Rev. Robert 
Geisler, Deacon Bob Dowding; and Deacon Dave Haufmann; (second 
row l-r) Rev. Dr. Gary Beck, Rev. Paul Kolleck, Rev. Ronald Nieman, 
Deacon Dave VandenBurghe, and Rev. Enwood Nevis; (back row l-r) 
Rev. Mark Pretznow; and Rev. Todd Frusti.

Photo courtesy of Trinity, Davison

CTSFW : Front row, from left: Karlie Heimer, Kristin Bayer, Debra 
Matheny, Chelsie Schmeisser
Second row, from left: President David Maier, Jessten Heimer, Timothy 
Bayer, Mark Matheny, Timothy Schmeisser, Mika Patron, Pat Maier

CSL: Front row, from left: Corey Shaffer, Katie Shaffer, Anna Mussell, 
Andrew Mussell, Pat Maier and President David Maier
Second row, from left:  Andrew Zobel, Kristin Zobel, Rachel Geraci, 
Coleman Geraci, Kristi Jones and Christian Jones.

 Photos courtesy of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Michigan District welcomed three pastoral candi-
dates, six vicars, and two deaconess interns to its roster 
this spring.

On Monday, April 29 and Tuesday, April 30, two sepa-
rate worship services took place at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. (CTSFW) for assignment 
of vicarage and internships and for call placements, 
respectively. Vicars assigned to the Michigan District are 
Jessten Heimer (Trinity, Reese), Mark Matheny (Open 
Arms, Belleville), and Timothy Schmeisser (Trinity, 
St. Joseph). Deaconess interns are Chelsie Schmeisser 
(Trinity, St. Joseph) and Mika Patron (Grace, Auburn). 
The candidate receiving his first placement in Michigan 
from CTSFW is Timothy Bayer (St. Peter, St. Johns).

On Wednesday, May 1, Concordia Seminary in St. 
Louis, Mo. (CSL) held two separate worship services 
for assignment of vicarage and internships and for 
call placements, respectively. Vicars assigned to the 
Michigan District are Andrew Mussell (Our Savior, 
Lansing), Corey Shaffer (St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth), and 
Andrew Zobel (Messiah, Clio). Candidates receiving 
their first placement in Michigan from CSL are Coleman 
Geraci (St. Paul, Milan and St. Thomas, Ann Arbor) and 
Christian Jones (Missionary at Large to Franklin Avenue 
Mission, Flint/Michigan District, LCMS).

Please keep these students and their families in your 
prayers as they transition from seminary life into vicar-
age, internship, and full-time ministry.



michiganintouch.com    17

Michigan District receives Shining Star Award
This past spring, the Bay Area Women’s Center (BAWC) held its Annual 

Awards Meeting in Bay City. The Michigan District, LCMS, represented by 
Event Coordinator Debbie Hughes, received the Shining Star Award for its 
many in-kind donations from The Katie and Office Personnel conferences. 

The BAWC is a shelter for victims of domestic violence. The Center 
provides free-of-charge crisis intervention; advocacy and safe haven to 
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault; and violence prevention 
education to the community while actively pursuing social change. 

Student Athletes Honored
This past spring, the Lutheran Luncheon Club of 

Metro Detroit honored the top student athletes from each 
of the Lutheran High Schools in Southeast Michigan. 
All excelled during their four years in high school both 
academically and athletically. To recognize their accom-
plishments, each was presented with a $500 scholarship to 
help defray expenses at the college of their choice. Each 
was accompanied to the luncheon meeting by their respec-
tive athletic director, principal, and parents. Pictured (l-r) 
are Devon Nimer, Westland; Joshua Taube, Huron Valley; 
Ryan Garr, Northwest; and Joshua Kurlinski, North.

Above: Office Personnel Conference attendees place filled purses into gift bags for BAWC.
Top right: Office Personnel Conference attendees add health and hygiene items into 
purses.
Bottom right: Items collected by Katie Conference  attendees.
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many unknown challenges to 
come.

Many people would tell you 
that it’s okay; anxiety is normal. 
I guess that’s true, but I would 
also tell you that just because 
it’s common doesn’t mean that it’s necessary. Consider 
Paul’s words to the Philippians: “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God” (Philippians 4:6 ESV). 

TAKE IT TO GOD IN PRAYER
As concerns weigh us down, we know that we have 

an effective way to respond to them. Prayer is valuable 
because it allows us to take our troubles to the Creator of 
all things. We are no longer left to worry by ourselves. We 
aren’t merely venting to a friend who can’t understand 
and is powerless to help. God knows you intimately. 
God loves you deeply. Christ lived on earth and shared 
in the experience of being human. Think for a moment 
about Jesus’ own reaction to the anxiety He felt about His 
coming crucifixion. He went to a quiet place and prayed, 
giving His anxiety to His own Father. That alone would be 
valuable, but God’s power isn’t limited to just listening.

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:7 ESV).

 God Himself will give you peace and the sure knowl-
edge that your hearts and minds will be guarded from 
anything that the world and Satan can bring your way. 
Jesus has paid the price. By His death and resurrection, 
we have forgiveness of sins and the assurance of spend-
ing eternity in Heaven as a fully redeemed child of God. 

So, as we face the anxieties of returning back to school, 
the dread of misbehaving students, upset parents, over-
zealous administrators, and unrelenting deadlines, may 
we always remember that God knows what we’re up 
against and wants to help us overcome. Jesus reminds us 
of this in the words of Matthew 11:28–30: “Come to Me, 
all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

And then, by all means, feel free to sneak in at least one 
last trip to the beach!

Richard Schumacher is the Director of Program and 
Services at Lutheran Special Education Ministries 
(LSEM).

continued from page 4Back-to-School Anxiety
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S GOD IS FAITHFUL TO MAKE ALL 
THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR 
OUR GOOD 

“And we know that for those 
who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who 
are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).

God is good and God is all powerful. He is able to 
work all things together (even things that are decidedly 
bad or unpleasant) for good—for His good and our good. 
He sees the big picture. He has a master plan and we are 
part of His plan, having been “called according to his 
purpose.” No one can thwart God’s plan. He is in charge. 
We worry when things seem chaotic, forgetting that God 
is ultimately in control and has promised to work all 
things together for our good. 

The principle of how God uses even negative motives 
and wrongdoing of others to bring about His perfect 
purpose is illustrated in the Old Testament account of 
Joseph’s life. God had a divine purpose for Joseph’s life 
which no one or no event could change. Joseph lived a 
life of integrity and was faithful to God in the midst of 
extreme adversity and subsequent prosperity. Ultimately, 
Joseph saved his brothers (who had nearly beat him 
to death and later sold him into slavery) and the entire 
nation of Egypt from starvation. As Joseph told his broth-
ers in Genesis 50:20, “You meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good…”  

Where does God want to use you? What is His divine 
purpose for your life? Are you focused on Him and His 
promises or are you focused on your circumstances and 
the situations in which you find yourself? Never forget 
God’s faithfulness; allow Him to accomplish His divine 
purpose through you.

Ruth Richert Martin is the Executive Director of 
Mission Opportunities Short Term (MOST Ministries), 
based in Ann Arbor, Mich.

continued from page 5God is Faithful
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IN WORSHIP, WE STAND WITH ANGELS AND 
ARCHANGELS AND ALL OF HEAVEN

While worship is clearly a necessity as the time when 
God creates and sustains eternal life in each of us through 
His Means of Grace, it is even more so a true joy! Isaiah 
6:1–3 reveals that God’s throne is located in church! Flying 
above the throne are seraphim singing the Sanctus: Holy! 
Holy! Holy! Lord God of Sabaoth. That’s why Hebrews 
4:16 calls you to “come boldly to the throne of grace …”

Furthermore, Hebrews 12:22–25 says you worship on 
the unseen Mount Zion. The words in verse 24 regard-
ing Jesus, His Blood, and the New Covenant are very 
important, for they tell us where to find Mount Zion. It is 
wherever Communion is served!

So, as you gather in church before the altar, you are liter-
ally standing before God’s throne. Above your head fly 
seraphim singing the Sanctus. Before you stand archangels 
Michael and Gabriel beside God’s throne, on either side of 
the altar. All around God’s throne are cherubim guarding 
the Presence of God. Your loved ones who died in Christ 
are there. All of heaven is there, as God Himself speaks 
life into you. And this all happens where Communion is 
served, at the altar. To walk up to the altar is to walk into 
the Holy City of God. Does this mean God has thousands 
of thrones, one in every church? No, rather, each Christian 
altar is a window into His one heavenly throne. Still, is 
there anything more awesome, more exciting, or more 
joyful than standing face to face with God in heaven before 
His throne, amidst all the company of heaven as He joins 
His Son’s human body to your human body, making you 
pure and filled with His everlasting life?

WORSHIP AND THE FACTS OF LIFE
It helps to understand the necessity of worship when we 

notice the parallel between the Son of God becoming a 
human, and a human becoming a child of God through His 
Word and Sacraments! As Jesus was preached into Mary’s 
womb, so Jesus is preached into your heart (conceived by 
the Holy Spirit). As Jesus was “born of the Virgin Mary” 
when her water broke, so you are born of God when the 
baptismal water breaks. As Jesus needed to be fed and 
cleansed constantly by Mary and Joseph, so you need to be 
fed and cleansed regularly through God’s spoken and sung 
Word. As Jesus needed to grow in understanding of this 
world, so you must continually be catechized about God’s 
world. As Jesus needed to be protected by His parents, so 
you need daily and weekly to be protected from seen and 
unseen deadly forces. For all these reasons, worship is truly 
necessary, but even more so, worship is pure joy!

Rev. Richard Tino is pastor at Peace, Sandusky.

IN WORSHIP, GOD KEEPS OUR 
SPIRITS ALIVE BY CLEANSING 
AND FEEDING US

Now that we are born of God, 
worship continues to be a necessity 
because, if we are to remain spiritually alive, it is essential 
that we be cleansed and fed by God. Therefore, God uses 
His Word to feed and cleanse us wherever we hear it—at 
home, at church, everywhere it’s proclaimed. Jesus said, 
“You are already clean because of the Word which I have 
spoken to you” (John 15:3). Jesus continually speaks you 
clean of your sin as you read and hear His Word!

Jesus adds, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” 
(Matthew 4:4). God’s Word is bread from heaven feeding 
those who are conceived and born of the Holy Spirit. Even 
if a baby or senile Christian does not understand His Word, 
they are still fed and cleansed by it, which is why they and 
all people need to abide in private and corporate worship 
throughout their lives (note: a baby need not understand 
enzymes to be nourished by milk).

And of course, on Maundy Thursday Jesus speaks of the 
Vine (i.e. grapes/wine) just after serving Communion to 
urge us to abide in Him through Communion (John 15). In 
Communion His pure, living flesh and blood flow to our 
sinful, mortal flesh and blood like sap from a vine, making 
us one flesh with Him in every way.

IN WORSHIP, GOD TEACHES US HIS WAYS AND HIS WILL
Note that, after His birth, Jesus grew in years and under-

standing. Luke writes, “And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature …” (Luke 2:52)! Just as young Jesus needed 
to be catechized about this world, so we need to keep 
learning about God’s world! Therefore, while the Word of 
God in corporate worship and family devotion is primar-
ily life-giving, life-cleansing, and life-sustaining, it is also 
catechetical. It instructs us in the will and ways of God, our 
new Father.

IN WORSHIP, GOD DEFENDS US FROM ALL EVIL
When Michael the archangel defeated Lucifer in heaven, 

he used the Word of Jesus and the Blood of Jesus. “And 
they overcame [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb [Jesus] 
and by the Word of their testimony …” (Revelation 12:11).

It is by no coincidence that the worship service is made 
up of two parts: The Service of the Word and the Service of 
the Supper. So worship remains a necessity throughout our 
lives, for during worship Jesus’ Word and Blood are driv-
ing all evil away from us.

continued from page 7
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For more detailed information, visit michigandistrict.org/events.

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

Candidates Assigned to Michigan District
Timothy Bayer (Fort Wayne) to St. Peter, St. Johns
Coleman Geraci (St. Louis) to St. Paul / Milan, St. Thomas / Ann Arbor
Christian Jones (St. Louis) to Michigan District Missionary at Large   
deployed to Franklin Avenue Mission, Flint

Vicars Placed in Michigan District
Jessten Heimer (Fort Wayne) to Trinity, Reese
Mark Matheny (Fort Wayne) to Open Arms, Bellville
Andrew Mussell (St. Louis) to Our Savior, Lansing
Timothy Schmeisser (Fort Wayne) to Trinity, St. Joseph
Corey Shaffer (St. Louis) to St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth
Andrew Zobel (St. Louis) to Messiah, Clio

Calls Accepted
Rev. Erik Schmidt (Gibraltar) to Peace, Saginaw
Rev. Roger Straub IIM (Eagle) to Calvary, Carson City
Rev. Paul Undlin (Canton) to St. Trinity, Clarkston

Change of Status
Rev. Michael Duchene (Shelby Twp.) to Candidate

Transferred Out of District
Rev. Michael Duchene (Shelby Twp.) to Florida-Georgia District

Called Home
Rev. Carl W. Waidelich

AUGUST
3 Here We Ride Bike Riding Event    
     Zion, Bay City/Bay City Rail Trail Loop
5–7 Principals’ Conference 
    Higgins Lake
14 Early Childhood Conference
    Martin Luther High School, Lansing
18–20 Board of Directors’ Retreat
    Traverse City
30 DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED

SEPTEMBER
2 Labor Day
    DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
3–4 Emeriti Conference 
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
4–5 Circuit Visitors’ Conference
    Peace, Ann Arbor
8–10 Deacon Conference
    Camp Arcadia
16 Urban Ministry Conference
     Camp Restore Detroit
24–26 IIM Discernment & Continuing Education  
 Conference
     Michindoh, Hillsdale
27–29 Church Extension Fund Conference
    Auburn Hills Marriott, Pontiac

OCTOBER
4 New Teacher Orientation
    District Office, Ann Arbor
6–8 All Pastors’ Conference
    Boyne Mountain Resort, Boyne Falls
9–12 LEA Convention
    St. Louis, Mo.
13 State Cross Country Meet
14–18 District Presidents’ Administrative Assistants
    CUAA North Building
22 Board of Directors’ Meeting
    CUAA North Building                                                    
25 School Committee Meeting
    District Office, Ann Arbor

NOVEMBER
2–3 State Volleyball Tournament
    CUAA and St. Paul, Ann Arbor
7 New Church Worker Orientation
11  Veterans’ Day
22 Early Childhood Cabinet Meeting
    District Office, Ann Arbor
28–29 Thanksgiving
    DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED

 

Calls Accepted
Celmer, Katrina (St. John, Fraser) to Hope, Shawnee, KS
Darling, Renae (Cq. Concordia, Ann Arbor) to Peace, Saginaw
Eyster, Carol (Candidate) to Trinity, Reese
Hohnstadt, Rebecca (Holy Cross, Warren) to St. John’s, Adrian
Mick, Beth (St. Paul, Flint) to St. John, Rochester
Klausmeier, Jacob (Concordia, Mequon) to LHSA, Rochester Hills (North)
Neumeyer, Amanda (Christ, Stevensville) to Christ’s Greenfield, Gilbert, 
AZ
Pfeil, Nathaniel (St. Peter, Schaumburg, IL) to Holy Cross, Saginaw
Pomroy, Courtney (St. Paul, Royal Oak) to Christ the King, Southgate
Scheeres, Maribeth (Candidate) to St. John, Fraser
Wallace, Jeffery (Trinity, Stewardson, IL) to Christ, Stevensville

Transferred Out of District
Sitas, Rebecca (Candidate) to Iowa District East

Transferred Into District
Swartz, Dawn (Southern District) as Candidate

Reinstated to the Roster
Rush, James

Removed From Roster
McNeeley, Mark




