
The Philippines is the only majority Christian nation in Asia. The figures I have seen 
estimate that 81-83% of Philippinos are Roman Catholic. Muslims comprise about 5% 
of the population. Ten percent are “other Christians,” which would include non-
Christian religions such as Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Iglesia ni Cristo, as well 
as truly Christians denominations like Assembly of God, Baptists, and, yes, Lutherans. 
(As a quick aside, Iglesia ni Cristo, is a unitarian religion started right here in the 
Philippines about 100 years ago. It now has about 2 million members! I don't think 
there is any formal or historical connection to the American Church of Christ.) 

Thinking of the Roman church, we know that there are fellow believers in every place 
where the forgiveness of sins in Christ is professed, along with the foundational 
teachings of the Apostles’ Creed. We are thankful that in the Roman church the creeds 
are taught and 
confessed. Within the 
Roman Mass the 
people sing of Christ 
the Lamb of God 
who takes away the 
sin of the world. 
Baptism is 
administered in the 
name of the Holy 
Trinity. Even in the 
Holy Communion, 
although there are 
accretions of false 
teachings, the body 
and blood of Christ 
are fed to sinners for the forgiveness of their sins, just as the words of Institution 
proclaim. So, in the Roman church the gospel is still proclaimed, and from that Word 
the Holy Spirit works salvation and faith where He pleases. 

But then you run into something like the picture above, “To Jesus, through  
Mary.”  The false teachings of Romanism are evident, turning poor  
sinners away from the one and only hope, our Lord Jesus Christ:  
“There salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under  
heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts  
4:12). “There is one mediator between God and men, the man  
Jesus Christ” (1 Timothy 2:5). Mary is not the Savior; nor is she 
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Prayer Requests 
• For good health and 

protection from accident; 
and full recovery for Amy 
after a knee injury. 

• For the ability to teach 
well. Roger is teaching 
theology, and Amy is 
teaching English.
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the mediator to the Savior. 

The pure word of the Gospel is needed here in the Philippines. The 
Lutheran Church in the Philippines (LCMS partner church) is a necessary 
witness in this, the only, Christian nation in Asia. Pastors are needed. 
Theologians are needed. That means Lutheran Theological Seminary and 
Training Center is much needed in order to prepare shepherds and other 
church workers who know and who can teach the word of truth. Thank you 
for making it possible for the LCMS to have a part in this important work 
by your prayers and gifts. Thank you for making it possible for Amy and 
me, your LCMS missionaries, to work here in the Philippines, side by side 
with our LCP pastors and professors. God grant that this one Christian 
nation in Asia may be an ever greater light of the pure Gospel of Christ in 
this region. 
  
Peace in Christ!

There are many opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO missionaries. Check 
out the current list and download an 
application at  
 www.lcms.org/service.  
Click on “Service Opportunities”

To support the LCMS through the work of Roger James, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include  
“James-Philippines”  

on the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at 
www.lcms.org/jamesfamily.

This picture is from a Reformation festival in a highland area of Luzon. See the 
Luther Rose background! The festival was supposed to happen in October but 
had to be postponed because of a major typhoon. Part of the festival included 
traditional dancing in traditional garb. They also got Amy and me out there 
dancing, but thankfully they let us remain in our own “traditional garb”!

LTS Student Spotlight 

Glenn J. Cabiltes 
27 years’ old 

Final Year  of Seminary 
Home 

Medina, Misamis Oriental 
Home Church 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church 

Native Tongue: Visayas 
Vicarages:  
 St. Mary Lutheran Church (rural) 
  Bonifacio, Misamis Oriental 
 Our Savior Lutheran Church (urban) 
  Urdanita City, Pangasinan 

What prompted Glenn to study for the Holy 
Ministry? 
Glenn first completed four years of college in 
secondary education and taught for two years in 
a public school. When he expressed a desire for 
change, his foster parents urged him to consider 
studying at the seminary. He was also 
encouraged by his fellow youth group friends, 
some of whom joined him when he started here 
at LTS. Although Glenn was orphaned at a very 
young age and then raised by his grandmother 
until the age of nine, he knows that God was 
watching out for him. After staying with many 
families between 3rd and 9th grades, his high 
school teacher took him into his home and saw 
that he completed school. Glenn credits his 
determination to stay in school, his blessing in 
choice of friends, and, most of all, God’s 
providence for bringing him to the seminary. 
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