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continued on page 2

Sharing the Gospel 
by Invitation by Rev. Dr. Robert Kasper

Pastor Shipley flipped the blinker switch on his steer-
ing column as he prepared to make his last turn toward 

home. It was about 9 p.m. and he was returning from the 
Evangelism Committee meeting at First Lutheran Church. 
Fragments of the robust conversation during the meeting 
still swirled around in his mind like the mist that danced in 
front of his advancing headlights.

The purpose of the Evangelism Committee’s meeting was 
to plan events and training opportunities to engage a large 
percentage of the congregation’s members in outreach. The 
committed and passionate six-member committee knew 
that reaching out into their community with the Good News 
of God’s powerful, forgiving love in Jesus could not be 
effectively accomplished with just the six of them. Being 
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GREAT COMMISSION

Asking is an act of faith.

witnesses of Jesus was every Christian’s privilege 
and responsibility. But how could they provide 
leadership, education, motivation, and opportunity 
for everyone in the congregation to participate in 
the Great Commission?

The committee had come up with four solid, 
doable, congregation-wide efforts that would be 
planned and provide education, motivation, and 
opportunity for members to engage the Great 
Commission to make disciples in meaningful 
ways. Pastor Shipley mused that there had been 
more than 25 ideas jotted on the white board. And 
he was excited about the final four:

• First, provide a “back-to-school” health fair 
on the third Saturday in August. This would 
involve the Parish Nurse ministry and other 
health professionals as well as multiple 
volunteers for child care and providing 
healthy snacks. They even planned a “healthy 
cooking” demonstration and tasting booth 
so the great cooks of the congregation could 
get involved in serving the community. This 
event would get people on campus and build 
rapport with the community.

• Second, they planned for the congregation as 
a whole to read and discuss, in their several 
small group and Sunday morning Bible 
studies, Greg Finke’s book, Joining Jesus 
on His Mission. Greg is a fellow Lutheran 
who has framed the privilege of relationship 
evangelism in a simple and biblical manner.

• Third, the committee agreed to accept the 
invitation of a small sister congregation in a 
nearby community to assist them with their 
Vacation Bible School in July. That meant 
that they would need even more volunteers 
to help with the planning, publicity, activities 
of the actual VBS, and follow-up with those 
who do not have a church home, because 
First Lutheran would be holding their own 
VBS near those same dates. This would be a 
challenge.

• Finally, the team defined a very specific event 
that could potentially involve nearly every 
worshipper in the congregation: Friendship 
Sunday. The idea was simple enough and was 
certainly not a new concept. The plan was to 
encourage “each one bring one!” Great plan 
on paper; but if past experience was the test of 
success, then big questions loomed.©
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It was this fourth effort that had Pastor Shipley’s mind 
at full speed, even as he braked to turn into his driveway.

Thankfully, the Lord seemed to have blessed Pastor 
Shipley with a sort of switch that flipped off when he 
walked through the front door of his home so the remnants 
of “meeting thoughts” blew away as he was greeted by 
his beautiful wife with a cheery “hello” and a quick hug 
and kiss. After some conversation about their respective 
days and planning for the next, he was ready for bed and 
some sleep. And he slept well.

His morning routine had Pastor Shipley up early and out 
for a brisk walk. These daily pre-dawn ambles were prime 
time for thinking and praying through random debris from 
the previous day or lifting up particular members of his 
congregation or his extended family. Today’s topic seemed 
to pick itself: Friendship Sunday.

“How in the world are we going to motivate, encourage, 
and enable a significant percentage of regular worship-
pers to invite a friend or relative who is un-churched or 
de-churched or an inactive member to worship? While 
the idea is noble and biblical and should be ‘normal’ for 
every Christian to engage, many will be very anxious 
about it and very possibly not do it. They are fearful of 
rejection!” This train of thought quickened his pace more 
than the neighbor’s barking dog that charged to the very 
edge of its Invisible Fence.

After a quick shower and light breakfast, Pastor Shipley 
was in his car driving to First. He set his phone and car’s 
sound system to continue the podcast he’d been listening 
to the day before. What he heard in the next few seconds 
gave him hope and an inspiration: “Surveys demon-
strate that nearly 80% of people in the United States, our 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers, will accept an invita-
tion from a friend or family member with whom they have 
a trusting relationship. They won’t necessarily ‘meet you 
at church;’ but if you’ll arrange to meet them on neutral 
ground, like breakfast before worship, and then walk in 
the church building with them, nearly 80% will attend 
with you at your invitation.”

“That’s a crazy, hope-filled statistic!” He thought. “We 
are hard-wired by God to worship,” he remembered from 
a seminary professor. “People just don’t know the true 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ.” Suddenly, a workable 
plan began to form in his mind as he pulled into the park-
ing lot of First Lutheran.

Immediately at his desk, Pastor Shipley took out a 
blank 4X6 card. He wrote four names on one side:

• Bill Hanson: workout buddy from the gym;
• Trevor and Michelle, with baby Abby: just moved 

in next door 3 months ago;

• Orson: my tax man and fellow Bruce Willis fan;
• Ben, a.k.a. “Bear”: crusty but likable old guy at the 

coffee shop with great stories.
Pastor realized he could have made the list longer, but 

these were people he knew fairly well, and with whom 
he had a very good rapport. Most significantly, they were 
not presently members of any church, nor were they 
Christians … yet.

Next, he turned the card over and outlined his personal 
plan to invite them to worship just for one Sunday at First 
Lutheran:

• Week One: Pray for each of these individuals by 
name every day, asking the Holy Spirit to prepare 
their hearts for a spiritual conversation. Also pray 
for myself to be open to it.

• Week Two: Continue to pray every day for each, by 
name. Call each one on the phone just to ask how 
they are doing, or make time to chat if I see them in 
person. Take honest interest.

• Week Three: Continue to pray for each, by name. 
Based on last week’s conversations, discern which 
one(s) might be open to joining you for coffee 
or lunch. Your treat! Go to coffee or lunch with 
the one or more identified and have an extended 
conversation about topics of their choice.

• Week Four: Continue to pray for each, by name. 
Based on the lunch or coffee conversation, discern 
which one would be most receptive and invite them to 
meet on Sunday at a neutral location (even the church 
parking lot) and walk into worship at First Lutheran 
with you as your special guest. Breakfast before 
worship, or brunch after as part of the invitation.

• Week Five and beyond: REPEAT. Add more 
names as you go.

Over the next four weeks, Pastor Shipley placed this 
card with its list of names on his bathroom’s mirror. As 

“Surveys demonstrate that 
nearly 80% of people in the 

United States, our friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers, 

will accept an invitation from 
a friend or family member 

with whom they have a 
trusting relationship.”
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Making Connections 

Photos by Elisa Schulz/Michigan District, LCMS

Brownstown is located five miles west of Trenton, 
Mich. A large portion of its population is not 

connected to any churches. The town has a great poten-
tial for growth, with acres of land just beginning to see 
development. Even though there are LCMS churches 
in neighboring towns (Taylor, Flat Rock, Trenton), there 
wasn’t an LCMS presence in Brownstown—until recently. 

St. Paul, Trenton had a vision for a satellite campus 
for some time. The church’s demographic was following 
the typical pattern of aging members, and they wanted to 
start something that could reach a younger demographic. 
Pastor Rick Blythe and the church leadership spent a 
couple of years laying the groundwork to get ready for 
a new ministry and working on a job description for the 
person who would spearhead the new effort.

In the spring of 2018, Candidate Andrew (Andy) 
Pronsati received his first call through the seminary as 
Associate Pastor at St. Paul, Trenton with the task of start-
ing a satellite campus. As soon as he arrived in Trenton, 
Pastor Pronsati was encouraged to start the FiveTwo 
process, so he and a team participated in the FiveTwo 
3Day event.

Pronsati shares, “We went out and discerned whether 
this was going to be the direction we’d go in, and FiveTwo 
really helped us in that long weekend to figure out the best 
way to do it. They gave us questions that we weren’t think-
ing of, which was really helpful. They gave us resources 
and forced us to answer tough questions.” Pronsati also 
appreciates FiveTwo’s once-a-month coaching they 

receive, saying it’s been “the best part of the process! The 
coach simply forces you to answer tough questions. They 
don’t give you solutions but they help you come up with 
your own; it’s an ongoing touchpoint as ministry adapts 
and grows and changes and questions come up that you 
weren’t thinking five months ago, and that’s been incredi-
ble. FiveTwo has really helped us work through problems 
and anticipate what might be coming down the road.”

Beginnings
One of the things Pastor Pronsati did when he arrived 

was reach out to church members who were disconnected, 
not having been to church in a while (a.k.a. delinquent 
members) and see if they would be interested in this new 
initiative. He says, “We got a handful of people in that 
way who were inspired by the idea; it invigorated them, 
and so they’re in. They’re helping make this satellite 
campus happen.”

Pastor Pronsati and the launch team from St. Paul 
opened Connection Church’s doors at the end of 
September, 2018. The launch team consists of a hand-
ful of families and individuals, including both lifelong 
and delinquent members of St. Paul. Attendees include a 
few people who have come through personal invitation, 
which, Pronsati explains, is exactly what they’re trying to 
do: “We want our primary growth to be through the rela-
tionships that our church members have with people in 
their networks.” But an old-school approach also worked: 
“We have some people from the Brownstown community 

with Jesus

Connection Church Pastor Andrew Pronsati 
gives the Benediction at the close of worship.
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Programs
Everything happens in one morning as far as the worship 

service is concerned. But the church also gathers during 
the week in Connection Groups (a.k.a. small groups), 
which focus on making time to share a meal or whatever 
makes sense for the group so they can connect with one 
another in life, sharing what’s going on. Then there’s 
some time for Scripture and praying for one another, 
but there is an emphasis that they as a group should also 
look for ways to serve the community. Pronsati says, “We  
also encourage the groups to host parties so that people 
can invite friends to a specifically non-churchy, non-
threatening situation, so it’s really focusing on building 
relationships. Focus on the relationships and then, out 
of that, look for the opportunities to share the Gospel in 
everyday life.”

The church also has Serve Sundays: a day when they 
hold a shortened worship service and then they are all sent 
out into the community for service projects. Two weeks 
into the new church, they held their first Serve Sunday, 
sending crews to Family of God, Detroit; Brownstown 
Middle School; and homes of Brownstown senior citizens 
who needed help with yard work. According to Pronsati, 
people had a great time serving. He added: “I know that 
the organizations were extremely grateful, extremely 
blessed by that. So that’s going to be an ongoing thing—
maybe a couple times a year. We want serving to be a big 
emphasis for us; we want to be known for that and to have 
that reputation for serving the Brownstown community.” 

Connection Church doesn’t have the ability to start big 
programs, but because they’re a satellite site of St. Paul, 
Trenton, they share programs such as youth group and 
caring ministry. 

that, through our flyer, our social media, and our signage, 
have started to come in and they’ve worshiped with us. 
We’ve had a handful of first-time visitors and guests who 
have come to us. These are the early days, but it’s good. 
God is doing His good work.”

Rev. Bill Woolsey of FiveTwo encouraged the satellite 
campus in a sermon he preached there in October 2018: 
“The church is everyday people like you and me, noth-
ing fancy, and yet made fancy by Jesus because he has 
claimed us, he loves us, and then he sends us to family, 
friends, strangers, so they also know how loved they are, 
how clean they are, and how sent they are. Jesus said 
that he has come to seek and save the lost and that, as the 
Father sent him, so he sends us. So we’re the sent ones. 
When people boldly act on what Jesus is calling us to do, 
the Church grows.”

Connection Church is a mobile church. They gather on 
Sunday mornings at the Brownstown Community Center. 
The staff from the center sets up tables and chairs in 
advance, but everything else the mission church needs is 
brought in and set up (and later taken down) by teams of 
volunteers. Volunteers include a driver for the equipment 
trailer, a setup team that assembles everything, musicians, 
soundboard and slides crew, and hospitality team. Hayley 
Hanson, Serve Coordinator for the church, explains how 
volunteers are trained: “David, our worship coordina-
tor, takes the musicians and setup crew, showing which 
wires go where, etc. and I take all the other teams and run 
through exactly what a weekend will look like, prioritiz-
ing what we need to set up first; then we go over what the 
duties will look like for them every Sunday.” 

continued on page 15

Hayley Hanson (pictured left) works with a few setup team members.     Pastor Pronsati (pictured left) prays with the communion team.
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tions, LMM has 
reached many with 
God’s Word. Worship 
Anew is now in 
several television 
markets throughout 
the country, reaching 
thousands every week, and has seen viewership more 
than double over the past five years. Matthew Leighty, 
LMM Executive Director shares, “We still hold close 
to where the program began— ministering to the aging, 
the hurting, and those who are facing life’s most difficult 
circumstances. According to the Lord’s will, we look 
forward to the next 2,000 programs, and many more 
years of sharing Christ’s love through Worship Anew.”

Produced by LMM and centered on the mission of 
“sharing Christ’s love through ministry and media,” 
Worship Anew is a weekly televised 30-minute 
program that is broadcast in the United States and 
around the world. Its traditional format includes 
Scripture readings, a pastor’s message, prayers, and 
favorite church hymns. It can be seen on Sunday 
morning in multiple television markets throughout 
Michigan. Each program is closed-captioned for the 
hearing impaired. Stations, times, and sermon topics 
can be found at WorshipAnew.org.

GREAT COMPASSION

Worship Anew Shares Christ’s Love 
 Through Ministry and Media
Lutheran Ministries Media, Incorporated (LMM) 

commemorated its 2,000th program on the 
Sunday, February 24, broadcast of Worship Anew. It 
was on October 5, 1980 the ministry began airing the 
weekly program (then known as Worship for Shut-Ins).

The story of the ministry began in 1965 with Rev. 
Oswald Bertram, who had a vision to reach people with 
God’s Word through media. The program was filmed 
at the WSPD television station in Toledo, Ohio, and 
broadcast until the Lord called Pastor Bertram to his 
eternal home in May of 1979. Production then ceased, 
leaving a great void.

Soon, Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., seeing the needs of its congregation and the 
surrounding area, took up the challenge of restarting 
the television ministry. And in the fall of 1980, Fort 
Wayne’s WPTA began broadcasting Worship for Shut-
Ins for the first time under the new flagship of LMM.

With the Lord’s blessing, the ministry grew, and 
facilities and technology advanced. They moved from 
their long-time home at Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
and opened the Wolf Chapel and Elsie Rossman Media 
Center on the campus of Concordia Theological 
Seminary in 2010. They transitioned from standard to 
high definition in 2014, and eventually became known 
as Worship Anew in 2017.

Throughout 2,000 programs, and multiple genera-

LMM is grateful for Michigan school choirs that participate on the program, 
such as Our Savior Lutheran School of Grand Rapids, which recorded in 2018.

Photos courtesy of Lutheran Ministries Media
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HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

Lutheran Schools Week: 
Real. Present. God.

God is Always With Us
By Kathryn, grade 8, Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran School, Brighton

I was riding in a jeep with my friend and his grandpa 
about four years ago. We did not notice but his grandpa 
started to fall asleep while driving. We began to crash into 
a mailbox but then his grandpa quickly swerved to the 
other side and hit a road sign. I felt my heart drop in my 
chest. I stopped breathing because I was so scared. Before 
we knew it, we rolled over the sign and flipped in the air 
two times. The car landed on its side.

The people who were behind us thought that we were very 
badly hurt and ran to check on us. They saw us get out of the 
car and were amazed to see us walk out without any injury. 
They told us it was a miracle from God. They were right. 

I walked out of that accident without a scratch, but I did 
have something else: I had the knowledge that God was 
always with me, even when I didn’t call on Him. He is 
always present and is our source of strength and comfort. 

God was with me and everyone else in the car that day. 
He was with us just as he said in Psalm 46:1, “God is our 
refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”

God is always with us and, even though the accident 
was a terribly scary event, it taught me a wonderful lesson 
about our loving God.

PRAYER
Dear Father, thank you for being with us. You are 

always here, no matter our needs. We pray that we will 
always remember you because you are the one that 
brought us here, takes care of us, and comforts us. We 
thank you for all of this and for filling us with your pres-
ence. Amen.

Slow Down. God’s Got This.
By Emma, grade 8, St. John Lutheran School, Rochester

“Be still and know that I am God, I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted among the earth” 
(Psalm 46:10).

How often do you find yourself getting caught up in 

Every year we celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week, which provides nearly 2,000 preschools, elementary 
schools, and high schools with the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work among us in schools 

of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. This year’s NLSW theme is “Real. Present. God,” based on Psalm 46. The 
Michigan District Superintendent of Schools, Travis Grulke, asked each of our schools to submit one devotion written 
by a middle-school student. Below are two of the submissions. 

the chaos of life? It may seem that sometimes we have so 
much going on in our lives that we feel overwhelmed. We 
have to go to work or school, head to sports events right 
after, make a trip to the grocery store on the way home, 
and be back just in time for dinner, only to leave for a 
meeting afterwards. Things just seem to pile up so fast. 

In the midst of juggling all these things, it may seem 
easy to skip church, Bible studies, or reading daily devo-
tions; the things that to us seem “optional.” 

Or sometimes we may get so caught up in our daily 
lives that we simply forget. 

Nichole Nordeman wrote a song called “Slow Down,” 
which talks about a child growing up and needing its 
mom less and less. One line of the song says, “Before I 
knew it, you were trying to free your fingers from my hand 
because you could do it on your own.” *

Listening to this song, I think we are the child and 
God could represent the mother. We feel we are becom-
ing more independent and can do things on our own. 
However, God knows we still need Him to help us, espe-
cially when we stumble along the way. Also in the song, it 
shows that the mother wants the child to slow down, just 
like God wants us to slow down and take time for Him. 

Psalm 46:10 tells us to be still and know that He is God. 
Sometimes, when we get overwhelmed with our busy 
schedules, we need to do just that: take a break from all 
the busyness and acknowledge what God has done for 
us. We also need to remember that, no matter how over-
whelmed we are, God is in control and will be with us. 
Slow down; God’s got this. 

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, please help us to stay focused on you and to 

not get easily caught up with worldly events. Also help us 
to know that it is OK to accept the help you give us to get 
through tough times, and that we are never alone and you 
are always in control. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

*Chris Stevens | Nichole Nordeman © Birdboy Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing) Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Meaux Mercy (Admin. 
by Capitol CMG Publishing) Moody Producer Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
CCLI #995516
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Many people put off estate planning and thinking about long-term financial 
strategies for a variety of reasons. For some, it seems like a long way down 
the road, and the illusion of having plenty of time leads to procrastination. 
For others, it might seem too daunting a task, or an uncomfortable process, 
and so it is avoided.

If you find yourself falling into one of these 
camps, take heart: Bill Burmeister, Gift Planning 
Counselor at Church Extension Fund, can help.

Working with congregations throughout the 
Michigan District, Burmeister helps people find 
the right balance of giving that allows them to 
leave the legacy they want.

“I work with them to help find the most efficient 
ways to accomplish their goals,” he says.  
“To make sure that their plan is carried out.”

Through CEF, Burmeister gives about 30 seminars a year to congregations, 
and then works one-on-one with individuals who express a desire for help in 
the estate-planning process.

MARCH 2019

“ We help people  

make a gift plan 

so the message of 

Christ’s resurrection 

and grace can be 

carried on – even 

after they leave  

this world.”
– Bill Burmeister,  

Gift Planning Counselor, CEF

Helping People Work Through the Details of  
Estate Planning

“We can help families work through the details of an 
estate plan to make sure that their legacy is secured.”

“The process is designed to help people discover what 
is most important to them,” he says. “And then we find 
a way to make sure that their will or trust reflects their 
desires to take care of the family, as well as ministries 
or charities that are meaningful to them. We want to 
help the individual fulfill their desire to carry on Christ’s 
message and work.”

Burmeister notes that he provides information and 
works with individuals to set up the proper funding 
mechanisms free of charge.

“We try to have everything together for them so that 
when they sit down with their attorney to write a will or 
a revocable living trust everything is all in one place,” 
he says. “It saves a lot of time.”

He stresses that even those who have drawn up  
wills or trusts can benefit from revisiting them.

“Sometimes people will think that they already have 
everything covered,” he explains. “But when we look 
at what is in place, some of the people listed may not 
be alive anymore, or perhaps the people chosen to 
execute the will have changed.

“It’s typical to have a progression from maybe the 
parents being the responsible parties, to a sibling and 
then — as my wife and I just updated ours — to having 
our children be the one’s executing the will.”

Anyone can utilize this service, and it is typical for the 
pastor of the church to coordinate with Burmeister to 
plan a visit or seminar. However, he notes that much 

information is available on the CEF website, including a 
short video that gives a good overview of the process.

From there, individuals who want assistance with 
planning can reach out confidentially, and Burmeister 
will schedule meetings around the family’s schedule.

“The fun part is sitting down and articulating the  
desire someone has to share the gifts they were given, 
once they receive the best gift, going to heaven,” 
Burmeister says.

Those who are interested in learning more can  
visit the CEF website, call the CEF office or contact  
Bill Burmeister directly at 517-898-3446.

“This is a service and ministry that CEF offers free 
of charge to the congregations and members of the 
Michigan District. We help people make a gift plan so 
the message of Christ’s resurrection and grace can be 
carried on – even after they leave this world.”

FOCUSED on 
funding the needs of 
Michigan District congregations

Bill Burmeister
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estate plan to make sure that their legacy is secured.”

“The process is designed to help people discover what 
is most important to them,” he says. “And then we find 
a way to make sure that their will or trust reflects their 
desires to take care of the family, as well as ministries 
or charities that are meaningful to them. We want to 
help the individual fulfill their desire to carry on Christ’s 
message and work.”

Burmeister notes that he provides information and 
works with individuals to set up the proper funding 
mechanisms free of charge.

“We try to have everything together for them so that 
when they sit down with their attorney to write a will or 
a revocable living trust everything is all in one place,” 
he says. “It saves a lot of time.”

He stresses that even those who have drawn up  
wills or trusts can benefit from revisiting them.

“Sometimes people will think that they already have 
everything covered,” he explains. “But when we look 
at what is in place, some of the people listed may not 
be alive anymore, or perhaps the people chosen to 
execute the will have changed.

“It’s typical to have a progression from maybe the 
parents being the responsible parties, to a sibling and 
then — as my wife and I just updated ours — to having 
our children be the one’s executing the will.”

Anyone can utilize this service, and it is typical for the 
pastor of the church to coordinate with Burmeister to 
plan a visit or seminar. However, he notes that much 

information is available on the CEF website, including a 
short video that gives a good overview of the process.

From there, individuals who want assistance with 
planning can reach out confidentially, and Burmeister 
will schedule meetings around the family’s schedule.

“The fun part is sitting down and articulating the  
desire someone has to share the gifts they were given, 
once they receive the best gift, going to heaven,” 
Burmeister says.

Those who are interested in learning more can  
visit the CEF website, call the CEF office or contact  
Bill Burmeister directly at 517-898-3446.

“This is a service and ministry that CEF offers free 
of charge to the congregations and members of the 
Michigan District. We help people make a gift plan so 
the message of Christ’s resurrection and grace can be 
carried on – even after they leave this world.”

FOCUSED on 
funding the needs of 
Michigan District congregations

Bill Burmeister
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A “By the Numbers” look at the Here We Stand Campaign
                                                 (through February 1, 2019)
$5,807,655.56  Total campaign gifts, pledges, and goals 
$5,076,097.67  Cash received which includes $400,000 CEF Matching Funds
$593,789.40  Outstanding commitments (pledges)
1,348   Total Contributors
1,202   Individual Contributors
146   Congregations Contributing
39.7%   % of Michigan District Congregations currently participating
10,058   Participants in the “Crafted By Truth” Bible Reading Program 
1,440   Participants who have completed the Bible Reading Program
13,300   Attendees at the 500th Anniversary Worship Service at the Breslin Center
$1,203,472.87   Total given/pledged for Professional Church Worker Scholarships
$2,279,054.92  Total given/pledged for Innovative Missional Ministry
$     888,812.47  Total given/pledged for Michigan District Endowment
$1,298,545.82  Total given/pledged for International Ministries
Bible verse: Psalm 71:17–18
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. So even to old age 
and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to 
all those to come.”

herewestand.michigandistrict.org

Here We Stand

Share the Gospel With NASCAR Fans on Sunday, June 9  
A unique opportunity is again available in 2019 to 

the congregations of the Michigan District through our 
partnership with Michigan International Speedway in 
Brooklyn. In June of last year, approximately 80 people 
gathered for worship on Fan Plaza at the Speedway for 
an inspiring, Gospel-centered worship that was led by 
Pastor Joel Hess and the praise team from Emmanuel in 
Cadillac. 

This year, worship is planned for Sunday, June 9, again 
on the Fan Plaza—in an even more centrally located tent 
area than last year. Our goal is to share the Gospel with 
everyone we can encourage to come to our tent so they 
can be touched by the Word of God.

Through the generosity of Michigan International 
Speedway, those attending the 10 a.m. Sunrise Worship 
Service on June 9 will be able to purchase advance tickets 
for the 2 p.m. NASCAR race at a significantly reduced 
price (see display ad on adjacent page). Reduced price 
packages for the other weekend race and events are also 
available, as well as reduced price camping packages 
for those who are interested in making it a camping 
weekend. Details are still being finalized and will be 

available on the Michigan District website in the near 
future or by calling Linda Ekong in the Development 
Office at 734.213.4265.

The Here We Stand campaign will also benefit from 
your attendance. Michigan International Speedway 
is giving $5 from every ticket purchased through this 
promotional event to the campaign, and the offering at 
the worship service will go to Here We Stand. To order 
tickets, contact Josh Belt at 517.592.1226.

Please consider coming to this special worship oppor-
tunity and take in a NASCAR race. Even if you are not a 
NASCAR fan, it is a worship experience you will enjoy. 
If you are a NASCAR fan, this is your opportunity to 
buy tickets at a savings and attend an inspiring worship 
service. Please think about bringing a group from your 
church, and help us spread the word in your church and 
community. 

Thank you for your consideration. We hope to see you 
on June 9 at Michigan International Speedway.
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Early Bird discount ticket packages include:
    

 Sunday-only ticket    $50  $40
    Weekend ticket w/o camping  $85  $75
    Weekend ticket w/ camping  $202 $175

 $5 of each ticket to benefi t Here We Stand

 Contact Josh Belt at 517.592.1226 or jbelt@mispeedway.com 
 to purchase tickets today!

Share the GOSPEL 
with NASCAR Fans

Michigan International Speedway 
Sunrise Worship Service Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 10 a.m.

Saturday race at 1 p.m.  .  Sunday race at 2 p.m.

New 
Reduced 
Pricing!
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God’s Children, a support group 
for children who are experienc-
ing loss due to death or divorce. 
She is a recipient of the 1994 
Saginaw News Crystal Apple 
Award for teaching excellence 
and is consistently listed in 
Who’s Who Among America’s 
Teachers. She was interviewed by Phyllis Wallace 
on “Woman to Woman,”a Lutheran Hour Ministries 
program.

All ordained LCMS clergy and laypersons attending 
for the first time will be admitted free. For registration 
cost for all others and/or more information, contact 
John Raffel at john.raffel@gmail.com or 616.894.2936 
by April 29.

LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

Bickel to Present at LLL Convention in May 
Long-time Lutheran schools educator Elaine 

Bickel, of Millington, will be the guest speaker at the 
banquet of the 77th annual Michigan District Lutheran 
Laymen’s League convention at the Bavarian Inn in 
Frankenmuth, Mich. on May 4, 2019. The theme of the 
convention banquet will be SENT, Bringing Christ to 
Everyone.

The banquet begins at 5 p.m. and will feature a presen-
tation by Mrs. Bickel. Bickel is the author of numerous 
Concordia Publishing House curriculum materials for 
Sunday schools, Vacation Bible Schools, and Lutheran 
day schools. She is also the author of three Bible study 
books: Living with Compulsive Behavior, Growing as 
a Christian Mother, and Roots and Wings: A Parent’s 
Challenge.

Bickel is the author of devotions and articles 
published in Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Guideposts, 
and a variety of other publications. A humorous and 
inspirational speaker for banquets and retreats, she is 
also an experienced youth and family life director.

Bickel is a trained coordinator for Rainbows For All 

For more information on these grants, please visit the LWML Michigan 
District web site. If there isn’t an LWML Society at your church, please send 
your donations directly to the LWML. The web site: https://lwmlmichigan.org/ 

No LION about it, your Mites help!
The recipients of the 
LWML Grants may not 
care whether you are a 
LION or a LaMb with your 
donations; they are 
happy to spread the 
Word through their 
programs. Our Mite 
 offerings fund grants – 
both state and national.

Filling Pulpits by Providing

Scholarships for Michigan Men

in Seminary = $25,000 grant to

assist with their tuition costs as

they study to 

become pastors.

Scholarships for Female Students

Studying to be a Deaconess or Profes-

sional Church Worker = $20,000 grant

to help for Michigan applicants for their

college studies for two academic years.

Acts 2 Enterprise = $25,000
grant to help deliver health,hope, and healing to the cities

of Detroit, Flint, Pontiac and
Benton Harbor.

Support for Concordia Seminary’s
International Graduate School Stu-
dents = $10,000 grant to provide for
theological education for international

students who in turn could better train
leaders in their home countries.

01-19 LWML Jan 4 Mar:Layout 1  1/17/2019  9:34 aM  Page 1
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News and Events

Thirty-six individuals, including children, became members of St. 
Michael, Portage in 2018 through transfer and profession of faith. Not 
all are pictured.

Girls of Grace
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 

of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship” 
(Romans 12:1 ESV).

The Bible verse above guides the instructors and the girls 
who make up the Girls of Grace Christian Dance Ministry 
of St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth. Through their dance, they 
offer their hearts to God in worship, and humbly pray for 
those who see them dance. The girls dance not for them-
selves, but only to give God glory.

That is why, when you see the girls dancing, their hands, 
eyes, and movements, are lifted up to God! The girls want 
their audience to experience God’s presence by drawing 
their attention up to Him. As they dance, they grow closer 
to their Lord and Savior.

The Girls of Grace participate regularly in worship 
services at St. Lorenz as well as chapel services at St. 
Lorenz School. They also perform at a variety of events 
throughout the State of Michigan, and are involved in a 
variety of service projects within the community, includ-
ing volunteer work at the Saginaw Rescue Mission. 

Each spring, the Girls of Grace conduct an annual 
concert. This year, their 14th annual worship concert titled 

“Something Beautiful” will take place April 6 and 7 at the 
Temple Theatre in Saginaw. (See ticket information below 
and display ad on page 16).

The girls rehearse regularly as needed to support special 
performances and projects. They conduct dance workshops 
upon request and are developing the next generation of 
Girls of Grace through “Future Girls of Grace” workshops.

Please consider inviting family and friends to this 
popular concert which features interpretive, worshipful 
dance, drama, live art and musical presentations, media, 
and personal testimonies. Reserved tickets are $15 and 
$12 and are available at templetheatre.com or by calling 
877.754.7469.
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Special Recognition
Wellspring Names New Leaders

Wellspring Lutheran Services announces two major 
changes to its leadership. Sean de Four has been named 
senior vice president and chief operating officer, while 
Tim Kalbfleisch has been named vice president of finance 
and business strategy. 

De Four came to Wellspring in 2017 to serve as chief 
operating officer for child and family services. In his new 
role, he will now oversee statewide operations for child, 
family, and senior services.

 Kalbfleisch’s promotion is an expansion of his role 
to include his past responsibilities as director of finance 
along with new areas of impact, including business 
analytics and assessment, evaluating new program oppor-
tunities, and managing growth projects as they occur. 

Both changes help advance the mission of Wellspring, 
which means embarking on the next 125 years of serving 
children, families, and seniors across Michigan.

Deacon Jerry Corbett (pictured fourth from the left) was ordained as 
an SMP Pastor in January 2019.

Deacon Dave DuBois (pictured front row center) was ordained as an 
SMP Pastor on January 20 at Immanuel, Saint Clair, Mich.

Sean de Four Tim Kalbfleisch
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There are many advantages 
to being a satellite site, Pronsati 
explains: “Pastor Rick, myself, 
and our caring minister on staff 
(who is in the process of becom-
ing a deacon), all take time for pastoral care, hospital 
visits, etc. And a number of our ministries are shared 
between the two [campuses]. There’s a lot of administra-
tive stuff that I don’t have to worry about, and the support 
staff of St. Paul helps us get things ready for this by doing 
all the printing and all the social media. It gives us the 
ability to not worry so much about our overhead and 
focus primarily on building relationships, pouring into 
people, which is the fun part.”

Challenges and Support
When asked about challenges, Pronsati said, “I think a 

lot of churches across the board are struggling with the 
fact that people are busy; their schedules are really filling 
up, and so how do we start ministries, how do we minister 
to people, how do we get people engaged in that environ-
ment when so many things are vying for their attention?” 
He continues, “We’re starting out and looking to break 
into that and help people see that worship and your rela-
tionship with Jesus and your whole life is about serving 
Him, serving others; not necessarily radically changing 
your schedule but having that mindset. It’s tough to break 
into that, to help people create a new mindset.” 

Another challenge is to preserve the volunteers from 
burnout, because it can get tiring setting up and tearing 
down every week. But, according to Pronsati, “People 
are inspired; they are invigorated and so we’re trying to 
not let burnout happen.” 

The Michigan District, LCMS has come alongside 
the new satellite church with its StartNew process by 
providing accountability and startup resources. Of this 
support, Pronsati says: “It really helped us to not worry 
about resources and money to begin. District staff, Rev. 
Todd Jones, Rev. Rob Kasper—all of them are very 
supportive, very encouraging of us and the work that 
we’re doing. Really it’s what it’s all about: starting new 
things to reach new people. It’s been incredible to be 
part of the District that cares about that. Our hope (Rick 
and myself) is that specifically new churches get started 
here in Michigan. I hope we can help encourage other 
pastors and leaders to reach their communities to reach 
new people.”

To learn more about the StartNew process, visit    
michigandistrict.org/startnew.

he shaved and brushed his teeth, 
he prayed daily for each person 
by name. During week three, he 
had a great coffee conversation 
with “Bear” and found out he had 
cancer and was fearful of dying. That week also had Shipley 
teaming up with his wife, Cindy, to invite Trevor, Michelle, 
and baby Abby over for a spaghetti dinner. Together they 
learned that Trevor and Michelle weren’t married, but 
were desirous to do so. During week four, Pastor Shipley 
invited “Bear” to worship at First; and Cindy reached out 
to Michelle to invite her, Trevor, and the baby. All four met 
Cindy in the parking lot of First Lutheran and walked into 
the sanctuary together the next Sunday!

Later in the year, six weeks before “Friendship 
Sunday”, Pastor Shipley, as part of his sermon, handed 
out 4X6 cards to every worshipper, from fourth graders 
on up to the most senior attendee. He laid out the plan and 
had people write at least three names of individuals:

1. Who live in a 10 mile radius of the church;
2. With whom you have a trusting relationship and/or 

shared interest (friend or family). This could be an 
inactive member of First;

3. Whom, to your knowledge, does not attend any 
Christian church.

With a show of hands, nearly everyone could write down 
at least two names. Some people later reported 6 or 8 names!

After the ushers handed out the details of the simple 
plan’s instructions, Pastor Shipley invited “Bear” forward 
to share his side of the story that took place over the last 
few months. He was now in the Adult Instruction class at 
First and was grateful for the way the congregation had 
welcomed him. He was most happy to know that Jesus 
loved him and was always with him as he went through 
cancer treatments. As “Bear” spoke, his adult son, whom 
Ben had invited to worship that day, wiped his eyes and 
smiled. “Bear” concluded his brief talk with these words: 
“I’m just really thankful to God, that Pastor Shipley 
thought enough about me to pray for me and invite me to 
First Lutheran. Now I know that God loves me.”

Author’s note: Will this be your experience in your 
congregation? You won’t know until you try it. I’ve seen 
it happen over and over again. People come to faith in 
Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. They join a congregation of God’s people 
through relationship(s) with God’s people because the 
Spirit uses each of us as His witnesses.

Rev. Dr. Robert E. Kasper serves as Assistant to the 
President - Congregation Mission and Ministries / 
Ministry Support for the Michigan District, LCMS.

continued from page 3Sharing the Gospel by Invitation
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For more detailed information, visit michigandistrict.org/events.

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

Calls Accepted
Burfeind, Peter M. (Marshall) to dual parish Agnus Dei, Marshall 
(Eng. District) and Our Savior, Union City (MI District)

Change of Status
Bayer, Robert F. (Livonia) to Emeritus

MARCH
2–3 State Basketball Tournament
    St. Paul, Ann Arbor and CUAA
6 Ash Wednesday
19  Michigan District Board of Directors
    Wellspring Lutheran Services, Flint
29 School Committee Meeting
    District Office, Ann Arbor

APRIL
5–7 The Katie 2019
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City Riverfront
6 Operation Barnabas Training
     Christ Our King, Saline
7–9 Office Personnel Conference
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City Riverfront
14 Palm Sunday
19  Good Friday
    DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
21 Easter
24 Administrative Professionals’ Day
26 Early Childhood Cabinet
     District Office, Ann Arbor

MAY
4 Seasons of Change Meeting
     District Office, Ann Arbor
7–8 South & East Pastors’ Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
8 Joint Lutheran Schools Celebration
    Saginaw Valley University
8–9 Circuit Visitors’ Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
12 Mothers’ Day
13–14 West Pastors’ Conference
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Grand Rapids
15–16 Intentional Interim Ministry Continuing Educ.  
 Conference
    Michindoh, Hillsdale
20–22 North & East Pastors’ Conference
    Little Bear East/Breakers Resort, St. Ignace
27 Memorial Day 
       DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
29 Board of Directors’ Meeting
    CUAA Block Box
5/31–6/2  Jr. High Gathering
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth

Change of Status
Freudenburg, Benjamin (Concordia, Ann Arbor) to Emeritus
Frisco, Alexandra (Immanuel, Alpena) to Candidate
Leeds, Ashleigh (Redeemer, Birmingham) to Candidate
Pawlitz, Gary (Immanuel, Macomb) to Emeritus

Transferred Out of District
Nobili, Linda (Emeritus) to Florida-Georgia District

Transferred Into District
Avery, Ryan (North Dakota District) to Immanuel, Macomb
Brandon, Kevin (Northern Illinois District) as Emeritus
Nelson, David (Ohio District) to St. Luke, Ann Arbor
Verseman, Dennis (Pacific Southwest District) as Emeritus
Voss, Sharon (Northwest District) as Emeritus

Resigned from the Roster
Webb, Angela




