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continued on page 2

A Constant Amongst the Change by Jill Kopper

“When I was a kid, we walked to school in 
the snow and uphill both ways.” “When I was 
younger, we had a rotary dial phone in our 
house, and when someone called we had no 
idea who was calling when it rang.” Have you 
ever heard someone say one of these things or 
something similar? Life is constantly changing 
around us and there is little that we can do to 
stop some of the change. No one is exempt from 
experiencing change in this world. Lutheran 
schools are no different.

Think, for a second, the amount of change that 
has been seen in Lutheran schools throughout 
the years. One-room school houses became two 
rooms which became schools with one or more 
classrooms for each grade. Chalkboards became 

whiteboards; whiteboards have become inter-
active boards in some schools. Filmstrips were 
replaced by VCR tapes which were replaced by 
DVD discs which have been replaced by stream-
ing videos to aid teaching. Floppy discs were 
replaced by the 3.5 inch “floppy” discs which 
were replaced by flash drives which are being 
replaced by storage in the cloud. Whether your 
teaching career has seen all these changes or 
you are just beginning, I think we can all agree 
Lutheran schools have not been able to avoid 
change.

Amongst all the change in our classrooms and 
schools there is one constant. The last chapter of 
Hebrews talks about this constant. Amongst the 
advice, encouragement, and instructions that the 
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with what is truth. Is truth the worldly beliefs of mom 
and dad or the beliefs of the Bible that they hear about 
in our Lutheran schools each day?

The mission field may have changed, but the 
mission has not and cannot change in our Lutheran 
schools. It is still our job to teach our students about 
God’s great love for them as expressed in Romans 
5:8, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
It is still our job to show our students the way to salva-
tion as Paul told us in Ephesians 2:8–9, “For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith--and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by 
works, so that no one can boast.”

There have been a lot of changes in the world and 
in Lutheran schools throughout the years. As we look 
into the future, I do not think we can even imagine all 
the changes that are going to come. Amongst all that 
change, one thing needs to stay as our focus in Lutheran 
schools and in our lives: Jesus. All these years later, it 
is still all about Jesus! May God grant us the wisdom to 
continue to always make it about Jesus!

Jill Kopper currently serves as the sixth grade 
homeroom/Math teacher at Peace, Shelby Township.

continued from page 1
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HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

writer gives, he reminds the readers and us, “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8). Lutheran schools were originally 
created for partnering with families to teach the chil-
dren about Jesus and help them to grow in their faith. 
It was a living out of Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child 
in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.” Lutheran schools were about 
teaching children the truth of Bible and the nature of 
God and His great love for them. Lutheran schools 
were all about Jesus.

That is the constant amongst the change in our 
Lutheran schools: Jesus. Lutheran school classrooms 
look different than they did years ago; there is no doubt 
about that. Lutheran schools have even changed in the 
makeup of students in our classrooms. Congregation 
members’ children used to fill our classrooms. Over 
the years we have seen classrooms with less member 
children and more students who may not even know 
Jesus. The reasons that students come to Lutheran 
schools may have changed, and our classrooms have 
become bigger mission fields over the years. Maybe 
you are like me and have had students sit in your 
classroom who have never heard about Jesus. Maybe 
you have had a student in your classroom wrestling 
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Be Constant 
 In PRAYER

Prayer is dangerous. It can change you. It can disrupt 
your life/routine. Don’t pray, and let everything be the 
way it is. Pray, and receive peace, guidance, under-
standing, faith, purpose, protection from evil, and a 
deeper relationship with God. Jesus prayed often, and 
He tells us to be constant in prayer. 

The Michigan District invites you to attend its 
much-anticipated annual Theological Conference 
“Be Constant in Prayer.” This conference is designed 
for EVERYONE … especially congregation members 
(laity), friends, and students, as well as professional 
church workers. 

On February 2, we will again have four excellent 
speakers for our conference, each humbly offering 
their varied gifts, learning, and experience for our 
benefit, growth, and prayer life.

Rev. Dr. Victor Belton will speak on “The Grace of 
Prayer.” Dr. Belton is a notable man of prayer whose 
impact in the church is both global and local. 

Mrs. Constance Denninger challenges boundar-
ies and assumptions that may limit our prayer life by 
incorporating visual journaling into devotional prac-
tice. She will share “Doorways Into Prayer.”

Rev. Christopher Paavola established a mission 
outreach to the least and the lost of University City, 
Mo. on the foundation of prayer.  His topic is entitled, 
“The Forgotten Prayer.”

Rev. C. Bryan Wolfmueller’s topic is “St. Paul’s 
School of Prayer.” He is a member of Doxology’s 
Collegium Fellows and the pastor of Hope Lutheran 

Church, Aurora, Co. 
In addition to the speakers, practical lessons on 

what’s just been shared will be led by Rev. John 
Rathje, Dean of Students at Concordia University 
Ann Arbor. Times for prayer have also been built into 
the schedule. 

As in the past number of years, this centrally located 
conference will be held at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church and School; 7910 E St Joe Hwy; Lansing – 
right off of I-96). The congregation of Our Savior has 
not only accommodated these conferences during its 
busy season, but warmly welcomes all participants 
and expertly facilitates a day of inspiration, learning, 
worship, and fellowship.

Please plan to attend this conference. Bring your 
friends and family members! The topic of  “Be Constant 
in Prayer” has the potential to change your life!

Rev. Dr. Victor Belton Mrs. Constance Denninger Rev. Christopher Paavola Rev. C. Bryan Wolfmueller
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Transitions by Ashleigh Leeds

Ringing in a new year often comes 
with an array of emotions, senti-
ments, ideas, and plans. Starting 
over with a fresh calendar and a 
brand new January 1 date offers the 
feeling of a “new beginning,” with 
which people commonly set new 
goals and aspirations for that year 
of their lives.  Regardless that it is 
only one day later than the last, it is 
often looked at through the lens of 
optimism, with the idea of a “fresh 
start” for many.  A new date, a new 
year, a new opportunity to transition 
and do things differently. Of course, 
it often dually serves as a reminder 
of those probably-long-failed New 
Year’s resolutions from the begin-
ning of last year, but predominantly, 
the New Year is viewed as a transi-
tion into something new, better, and 
exciting.

While this transition is certainly 
a welcomed one, not all of them 
are. In life, we seem to enjoy our 
patterns, consistency, and comfort-
ability. It gives us the feeling that 
we have a semblance of control, 
whereas transition often brings 
unrest in all of its unknowns. 
Changes are difficult—having to 
leave the old behind, attempting to 
embrace the new, and learning and 
growing alongside it. The fact of the 
matter is, though, change and tran-
sition are inevitable and they are a 
part of this life. We experience tran-
sition in everything: in our lives, 
in nature, and in the world around 
us, from the changing of seasons 
to the start of a new calendar year 
after the holiday season. There are 
transitions of new marriages or new 
babies, a shift in the family unit or 
in a company, new jobs or retire-

ment, or maybe the loss of a loved 
one. Some transitions are chosen—
an opportunity comes, and we are 
called to move ahead. Some stem 
from loss, and we have nothing left 
but to move forward. Whether posi-
tive or negative, transitions bring 
about unknown, which is typically 
paired with some degree of stress or 
anxiety. They stir up our patterns, 
our consistency, and our comfort-
ability. They remind us that we 
aren’t actually in control after all. 

One Thing Will Never Change
No matter the form that these tran-

sitions take, one thing will always 
be true: amidst them, through them, 
and on the other side of them, God 
remains constant and faithful. He 
promises us that, and sends His Holy 
Spirit to guide, guard, and direct us 
amidst life’s changes and inconsis-
tencies. It is through His Word that 
we know Him, and through our rela-
tionship that we trust Him. He tells 
us in the book of Isaiah, “Whether 
you turn to the right or to the left, 
your ears will hear a voice behind 
you saying, ‘This is the way; walk 
in it’” (30:21). He also reminds us 
not to be anxious about anything, 
“but in everything, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6–7). He 
is guiding us and taking care of us 
every step of the way and always 
listens to our prayers. We are often 
reminded through life’s transitions 
that we are not and never were in 
control of our circumstances—and, 

friends, that is a great thing! 
Because the One who knows 
all, sees all, and is working for 
your good IS in control! 

Knowing this, we are reminded 
that transitions can be good! It’s 
often in these unknowns of life 
that our trust in Him is most tested. 
When life seems unsure—new 
things are beginning or old ones are 
ending, and we fear the unknown—
do we boldly move forward in trust 
in Him, knowing that we are held in 
the strong hands of our mighty God, 
or do we shrink back in fear, trying 
to control life ourselves? Maybe 
each decision is different, but it 
is important to remember whose 
we are as we face those decisions. 
Whether we are moving across 
the country, beginning a new job 
or school year, finding ourselves 
between jobs without assurance of 
stability, navigating the ins and outs 
of a new marriage or a new addition 
to the family, or anything else we 
may be facing, change gives us an 
opportunity to trust in God. It chal-
lenges us to move boldly in faith, 
and to take a leap, allowing some-
thing to be accomplished that only 
God can do. 

I will admit, I personally am a 
creature of habit. I often feel anxious 
about changes, unknowns, and tran-
sitions, and prefer to feel like I am 
“in control,” but I have also learned 
to welcome the unknowns. It’s 
in those that I cling to my 
Constant, because in those 
times, I have nothing else 
to cling to. It’s when our 
comfortability has 
been disturbed that 
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we have the great opportunity to rest in the arms of the Father and trust He knows what’s 
ahead. A few lines from a poem attributed to Sir Francis Drake bring light to these ideas. The 
poem reads, 

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true

Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely

Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
…

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wider seas

Where storms will show Your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,

We shall find the stars.
We ask You to push back

The horizons of our hopes;
And to push into the future

In strength, courage, hope, and love.
continued on page 15

Public Domain
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Family Connections! by Todd Biermann

A special day at Faith, Grand Blanc was held on 
December 2, 2018. The congregation was able 

to honor Rev. Dr. John L. Heins as he has reached the 
milestone of being a pastor in The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod for 60 years. This is an achievement 
worthy of recognition in itself, but the reason why the 
members of Faith were especially grateful is that John 
began his public ministry as the first pastor of the congre-
gation. John was leading worship and his wife, Wilma, 
was playing the piano back when they were meeting in a 
local theater. It was awesome to hear John’s stories from 
those early days as he spoke to an eager audience in a 
special fellowship hour on December 2. It was a tremen-
dous boost of faith for all of us to hear how the Lord 
guided and blessed this early family of believers.

The lasting impact from those early days is clearly 
evident yet today. Several individuals gave testimony to 
how the ministry of Dr. Heins influenced them in a way 
that has remained central to their faith. I heard many 
comments about the wonderful example of faith and 
love that was displayed by both Pastor and Wilma. Their 
committed love gave a clear picture of Jesus’ love for 
the church so that all could see it. This influence contin-
ues to resonate at Faith as our mission statement is “The 
Faith family ... faithfully living every relationship in 
God’s way.” The family atmosphere from sixty years ago 
continues to exist. Jesus continues to be put first, family 
second, and church after that in all that we do.

The celebration also had a global focus. After Dr. Heins 
left Faith, he went on to serve as the pastor of Guardian, 
Dearborn, and then for 12 years as the President of the 

Michigan District, 
LCMS. Special 
guests Rev. Dr. 
David P. E. Maier 
and Rev. Dr. C. 
William Hoesman 
(current and 
previous District 
Presidents of 
the Michigan 
District, LCMS 
respectively) 
both affirmed Dr. 
Heins’ tremen-
dous impact on the 
Christian church 
at large. 

So also, here at Faith, the ministry has grown in impact 
throughout the world. The congregation is now actively 
engaged in mission endeavors in the community, in Flint 
through the Franklin Avenue Mission, in Guatemala, 
Turkey, and South Africa. As Dr. Heins and his first 
congregational family have continued to keep their eyes 
fixed on Jesus, the Holy Spirit has continued to yield 
abundant fruit in and through the church. Praise be to God 
for His steadfast love!

Rev. Dr. John L. Heins graduated from Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. in 1955 and received a 
degree in Psychology from Washington University in 
St. Louis. He served at Faith, Grand Blanc from 1958-
1974; Guardian, Dearborn from 1974-1985. In 1985, he 

became the 12th President of the Michigan 
District, LCMS where he served until 1997. 

President Maier says, “During John 
Heins’ tenure as President, he also served 
the Church at large and our Synod as 
Chairman of the Council of Presidents. John 
had—and still has—a true servant heart, a 
tenacity for truth, a determination to serve 
all church workers, and especially a love 
for sharing God’s mercy and grace. John’s 
wife, Wilma—a gifted musician—began the 
Katie Conference as a time and opportunity 
to care for and encourage pastors’ wives. 
Together, they are quite a team.”

Rev. Dr. Todd A. Biermann is the adminis-
trative pastor at Faith, Grand Blanc.
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Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John L. Heins (centered) are pictured here with current District 
president Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David P. E. Maier and former District President, Rev. Dr. & Mrs. 
C. William Hoesman.

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John L. Heins
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Julie Strobl Honored for 28 Years of 
Service Upon Her Retirement by Elisa Schulz

On October 9, 2018, during the All Pastors’ 
Conference Banquet in Boyne Mountain, Mich., 

Julie Strobl and her family were called upto the stage and 
she was honored for her 28 years of service to the Michigan 
District, LCMS. 

Julie shared some memories of her time at the District, 
first working in the Education Department and then moving 
to the President’s Office. She said, “When I was looking for 
a part-time job while my children were young, God put it on 
my heart to call the District Office. He opened the door to 
the beginning of a job I could never have imagined. Years 
later, when Caroline [Krueger] retired after 43 years of 
serving in the President’s office, President Hoesman asked 
me if I would be interested in taking her place. God gave 
me the courage to say yes to a job I could never imagine 
doing. In recent years, it has been a great honor to serve 
the District with President Maier and a fantastic group of 
people! I will miss working with all of you!”

Former District President Rev. C. William Hoesman 
shared some memories about Julie serving as his Executive 
Assistant during his tenure, and expressed his gratitude 
for her faithful service. Current District President Rev. Dr. 
David P. E. Maier also expressed his thankfulness: “I didn’t 
fully understand President Hoesman’s wonderful respect 
and admiration for Julie until I spent my first month in the 
President’s Office. Not only is she totally respectable and 

amazingly competent, but as indispensable as she is godly.” 
Julie also shared: “What an opportunity it has been to 

serve God by being a part of the Michigan District team 
for 28 years. I am incredibly grateful! Through this work, 
I have grown closer to my Savior and learned to trust Him 
with every part of my life.”

The Michigan District staff held a separate farewell party 
for Julie on October 16, 2019. Everyone in the room was 
invited to share a memory from the time they worked along-
side Julie. She also shared some of her favorite memories 
from her time at the office: “My first day on the job when 
everyone was so serious … except George Locke--he made 
us laugh; having typewriters on everyone’s desk and only 
two computer stations for the six people working in educa-
tion at the time; working with Caroline … her patience and 
honesty were a wonderful example for me to follow;  the last 
day of the 2009 convention when President Hoesman was 
leaving the office and President Maier was just starting; 
attending Pastors’ Conferences and getting to know every-
one; gathering for devotions every morning … hearing 
from God before we started our day, sharing any concerns 
we had, and praying to our Savior.”

President Maier expressed a sentiment shared whole-
heartedly by the whole staff: Julie will be missed. We wish 
her all God’s blessings as she continues to serve the Lord in 
her retirement.
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Julie Strobl (third from left) is pictured with family members, (l-r) daughter Christina Strobl, husband 
Andy Strobl, mother Joyce Schultz, sister Janelle Meckes, and brother-in-law Rev. Dan Meckes.
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Church Extension Fund • Michigan District of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

3773 Geddes Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098 • www.mi-cef.org

Offices: 800-242-3944

This is not an offer to sell or solicitation of an offer to buy CEF securities. The offering of CEF securities is made solely by our 
Offering Circular. CEF will offer and sell securities only in states where authorized. Investments in CEF are not insured by the FDIC, 
SIPC or any other governmental agency—securities are subject to certain risk factors as described in our Offering Circular.

Over a decade ago, changes in technology and in patterns of worship 
attendance spurred Church Extension Fund to find new ways to make it 
easier for congregations to receive offerings, tithes, tuition payments and 
donations. The result was the development of the Excel In Giving program — 
a computer-based platform that gave congregants the opportunity to have 
offerings taken directly from a bank account, with an electronic transfer.

The program helped churches realize a steadier cash flow, as members 
who were on vacation or unable to attend a weekly service were still able 
to offer their gifts or meet financial commitments they had made. And it 
helped members stay connected through giving, even when they couldn’t 
physically attend a Sunday service.

But while the program in its original form, which was utilized by over 100 
district churches, was a large step, it did not maximize all the potential 
benefits of advancing technology — and it fell short of what many 
parishioners, especially younger members, wanted.
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“ With Kindrid’s 
platform, church 
members now 
can give through 
text giving or 
app-based giving, 
with credit/debit 
card or ACH 
transactions.”

Updated Excel In Giving Program Offers 
More Flexibility with New Kindrid Platform

“To do these types of programs, CEF partners with 
a third-party for payment processing,” explains Andy 
Sohn, CEF’s Vice President of Marketing & Relations.  
“In the past we have linked to a bank account — 
through what is called an ACH withdrawal. What we 
found was that the younger generations don’t like that. 
They want to use smart phones for text giving, and link 
credit or debt cards rather than a bank account.”

Because of this, CEF decided to update the Excel 
In Giving program by making it more nimble, mobile 
friendly, and by allowing givers to use a variety of billing 
mechanisms. Their search for a more robust giving 
platform brought them full circle to a Michigan-based 
company called Kindrid.

With Kindrid’s platform, church members now can give 
through text giving or app-based giving, with credit/
debit card or ACH transactions.

“Excel In Giving users will find a lot more options,” 
says Sohn. “The new platform is more intuitive and 
more user-friendly. We hope to engage 100% of 
the congregations in giving by eliminating hurdles to 
giving. The new program allows all to give in whatever 
manner is easiest for them.”

Before making the new Kindrid-based platform 
available throughout the district, CEF ran pilot 
programs, including one at Church Extension Fund’s 
CEO Jim Saalfeld’s home congregation.

“The response has been very enthusiastic,” Saalfeld 
says of his congregation’s reaction to the changes. 
“One of the neat things is that a thank you email  

comes out when the donation is given, which serves 
as a confirmation and a reinforcement.”  He adds that 
users have found that the Kindrid platform is more 
innovative and technologically up-to-date. And from 
the church’s perspective, it offers better transparency.

Because of the additional giving options, churches will 
likely experience greater numbers of donations. Kindrid 
finds that offerings increase between 10% and 20% for 
churches using their service — and CEF reports that 
with the original program, churches realized as much 
as a 40% increase in giving.

As with the original Excel In Giving program, CEF will 
cover the monthly user fees associated with it. They 
also were able to leverage all congregations in the 
district to get much lower transaction fees.

“One of the things that is relevant is that the fee 
structure on the old Excel In Giving program was 
going away,” Sohn explains. “Under the old plan  
there was a simple fee structure. CEF received notice 
in early 2018 that the current vendor platform would 
begin significant cost increases in 2019. We were  
able to negotiate lower fees through Kindrid.  
Much better than a church trying to negotiate  
on their own.”

If your congregation would like to learn more 
about the new Excel In Giving program, or would 
like to sign up, visit mi-cef.org/excel_in_giving.

FOCUSED on 
funding the needs of 
Michigan District congregations
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begin significant cost increases in 2019. We were  
able to negotiate lower fees through Kindrid.  
Much better than a church trying to negotiate  
on their own.”

If your congregation would like to learn more 
about the new Excel In Giving program, or would 
like to sign up, visit mi-cef.org/excel_in_giving.

FOCUSED on 
funding the needs of 
Michigan District congregations



10 January 2019

Campaign Goal: $10 million
Campaign Progress: $5.7 million 
                                                  (as of December 11, 2018)
Participating Congregations: 140
Bible verse: Psalm 71:17–18
“O God, from my youth you have taught 
me, and I still proclaim your wondrous 
deeds. So even to old age and gray hairs, O 
God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your 
might to another generation, your power to 
all those to come.”

herewestand.michigandistrict.org

Here We Stand

Why Our Congregation Participates in “Here We Stand”       by Rev. Michael Schedig

to be just fine. 
But what about our great-great-grandchildren? 
When we were someone’s great-great-grandchild, the 

Lord’s Church was passing down the tradition of Word 
to pastors and teachers and many and various church 
workers. When the words “seminary student” or “teacher 
student” or “church worker student” is mentioned here, 
St. Luke gets very creative. 

For instance, are you aware that there are 87 Spartan/
Nash stores in Michigan? Did you know that by gather-
ing $150,000 of store receipts they will give you $1,000? 
Did you know that a congregation our size decided to 
take advantage if it? As of today, 2 years and 11 months 
later, we have gathered $250,000 of receipts! Lutherans, 
I guess, like to eat.

What if we all did that? What if we all, instead of 
mourning what we are not, celebrate what we are and 
think of the great-great-grandchildren who are going to 
need to hear of Jesus Christ dying and rising for them? 

I urge you to get creative. Satan certainly is. If you 
feel you are too small to help, what if you got together 
with a congregation close by and pooled your resources? 
Chances are they like to eat too.  

For the sake of those not yet born.
Let’s “Here We Stand” together. 

St. Luke, Harrison is located in the center of the mitten. 
The sign on the freeway south of us says, “Gateway to the 
North.” Considering the sign, North must be us.  

I was born in 1959, 135 miles Northeast of where I 
serve as pastor. I’ve started my 16th year, by the grace 
of God, serving the baptized community here, in what 
I used to call mid-Michigan. Setting geography aside, 
the commonality between where I was raised and where 
I now serve can easily be summed up with one word, 
“Shrinking.” Such is the “North.”     

Looking through the lens of the law, ‘shrinking’ is all 
I’ve known in my 59 years. By the time I came along, the 
glory years of Northern population were over. I hope they 
come back, but I have my doubts. The economy has been, 
and is, difficult. Very difficult. 

When our delegate and Chief Elder, Dave Shipley and 
I came North to Harrison from the Michigan District 
Convention of 2015, we were baffled about how to honor 
what we voted. The delegate vote for the “Here We 
Stand” capital campaign was a sweeping “Yes!” and it 
meant more to us than only pushing the “Yes” button. 

We felt that we agreed, through our vote, to participate. 
We took a good hard look at the suggestions for partici-

pation and came up with a five-year plan to fulfill what 
we hoped St. Luke’s congregation would commit. 

Meanwhile, one of our young members went to the 
Seminary to prepare for the Office of the Public Ministry. 
Just when we thought we had a “Here We Stand” plan, the 
Seminary also asked that we commit to help out our student. 

We asked our members to pledge well over $30,000. 
We call it the “Heart of St. Luke” fund. One leg of the 
fund was for “Here We Stand” and the other leg for our 
Seminary student. It was a huge commitment for our 
congregation. We planned to fulfill it over 5 years.

The justified in Christ Jesus members of His Body at 
St. Luke? They said, “We WILL do it.” 

As of October 1, 2018, two years and eleven months 
later, the “Heart of St. Luke” fund is funded. In fact, it is 
OVER funded by more than $3,000. We will be sending a 
donation to the vicarage congregation of our student who 
is now on a vicarage in Montana. 

How did St. Luke do it? The best answer I have is “I 
don’t know.” 

There are many things I do not know … but this much 
I do know about my congregation: They are going to be 
with Jesus when their time on earth is over. We are going 
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LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

Long-time active supporter of Lutheran Hour 
Ministries Donald Bennett, age 90, went home to be 
with the Lord on Sunday, November 4, 2018. 

Bennett was a member of St. Luke, Haslett. He joined 
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) in the 1970s and 
served as League Services chairman and resident on the 
district level. Later, he was an LHM regional governor 
and international president. He also served a year as 
interim executive director.

There was a special place in his heart for the church in 
Okumenyi, Nigeria, where he visited two separate times 
and with whom he continued to correspond until the 
time of his death. He also found tremendous joy in the 
deep and abiding friendships he found closer to home. 
He was an active member for many years at Trinity, 
Lansing where he held positions as elder, Sunday school 
superintendent, and church president. In his later years, 
he continued his volunteer service as a member of St. 
Luke, Haslett. Bennett also served on the Board of 
Regents of Concordia University Ann Arbor, kept up 
with Michigan State Police matters, and volunteered at 
Sparrow Hospital.

Bennett worked with the Michigan State police 

as a trooper, as well as 
a detective and crime 
scene investigator. He 
earned a Master’s Degree 
in Criminal Justice at 
Michigan State University 
and eventually rose to the 
position of director of the 
crime laboratory, and then 
to Captain. Following his 
retirement from the State 
Police, he became Vice President of Corporate Security 
for Michigan National Bank.

Memorial donations may still be given to Lutheran 
Hour Ministries (660 Mason Ridge Ctr St Louis MO 
63141) or at lhm.org; St. Luke Lutheran Church (5589 
Van Atta Rd Haslett MI 48840); knowingjesus.org; 
or for the Lutheran church at Okumenyi, Nigeria (c/o 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 9301 Chef Menteur 
Hwy New Orleans LA 70127).

Bennett is survived by his beloved wife of 69 years, 
Esther, one sister, one brother, 6 children, 10 grandchildren, 
17 great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces and nephews.

A New Year 
Challenge —

Set your mite box in a prominent place!
Here is the challenge:  Partner up with a friend or
get a group together then, every day, drop a coin
or more into your Mite Box — quarter, dime,
nickel, or penny — they all add up!

At the end on the month see what you can
 accomplish!  Send your donations to LWML. 

https://lwmlmichigan.org/ 

11 Nov for Jan ad:Layout 1  11/27/2018  9:57 AM  Page 1
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VLHS supports Operation Christmas Child
The Samaritan’s Purse is an international Christian 

organization that provides spiritual and physical aid to 
hurting people around the world, and Valley Lutheran 
High School (VLHS) is happy to be a part of one of its 
holiday events—Operation Christmas Child.

“Basically they [Operation Christmas Child] encour-
age people from across the United States to fill up shoe 
boxes with toys, toiletries, stuffed animals, and Christmas 
presents for children in struggling regions around the 
world,” said VLHS teacher Renee Brenner, who orga-
nized VLHS participation.

VLHS has been participating in Operation Christmas 
Child for several years, with students and school groups 
gathering gifts and packing them before dropping them 
off at the distribution center at Hopevale Church in 
Saginaw. From there, they’re sent to children in need all 
around the globe.

Gift idea suggestions are broken up into age groups 2-4 
years old, 5-9 years old, and 10-14 years old. Shoe boxes 
can typically be filled for as little as $20 with an addi-
tional $9 per shipping label.

Students put together 180 shoe boxes during an assem-
bly in November 2018.

Flood Relief Buckets

Members of Trinity, Oscoda, in partnership with 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, collected and assem-
bled Disaster Flood Relief Buckets to be used by Lutheran 
Emergency Response Teams (LERT). 

During the month of November, members brought in 
cleaning supplies, gloves, masks, scrub brushes, rags, 
construction-grade bags, and paper towels all to fit in a 
five-gallon pail. Emergency responders will have these 
items to help in clean-up measures as they show the love 
of Christ in word and action to others who have lost their 
homes and property from natural disasters. Thirty-five 
pails were assembled and transported to a storage facility 
in Sebewaing, where Rev. David Reed of the Michigan 
chapter of Orphan Grain Train will keep them for future 
LERT deployments. 

Pastor Timothy and Kathy Azzam used a Thrivent 
Action Team grant to buy the pails and members of 
Trinity contributed contents for 35 Flood Buckets.

The Michigan District LERT leaders are asking 
congregations and schools to consider assembling Flood 
Buckets and Hygiene Kits. Download instructions at 
michigandistrict.org/disasterresponse. 

News and Events

First- and third-grade students at Peace, Saginaw filled about 100 
bags with supplies and Christmas gifts for walk-in veterans at the Lutz 
VA Medical Center in Saginaw. The gift giveaway was spearheaded by 
Peace third-grader Taylor Beam, age 8, who on her own applied for a 
Thrivent Financial grant to help purchase gifts for the veterans.
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The World Comes to the Thumb
The pews of Good Shepherd, Cass 

City were overflowing in November, 
when the congregation hosted an 
“Old Fashioned Mission Rally and 
Pig Roast.” More than 300 people 
attended the event, where they had 
the opportunity to meet and talk with 
a dozen international visitors from 
places like Ghana, South Sudan, 
Thailand, and Russia.

“It was simply an incredible 
day for our Lutheran churches in 
the Thumb,” enthused Rev. Steve 
Bagnall, who spearheaded the event 
sponsored by the Thumb West and 
Thumb East circuits. “When else 
in our lifetimes will our children be 
able to meet Lutheran bishops and 
church leaders from Africa, Europe, 
and Asia, all in one place? As we 
prayed the Lord’s Prayer together in 
10 different languages, it was like a 
modern-day Pentecost!”

Rev. Slavik Horpynchuk, bishop 
of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church, 
was the featured speaker at the rally. 
Bishop Horpynchuk shared his expe-
riences growing up as a Christian in 
Soviet-era Ukraine, where pastors 
were executed and churches forcibly 
closed. His message of God’s faith-
fulness to His people during hard 
times was particularly meaning-
ful to the crowd, where many were 
concerned about America’s religious 
freedoms being eroded.

“The Word will always do and 

accomplish what God wants, what 
He desires,” Bishop Horpynchuk 
said. “Whatever happens in the 
world, whatever else Satan and his 
cronies organize against us, we shall 
stand! We shall go through them, as 
long as we are in the Word, as long 
as we are faithful to the Word of God 
and to our Confessions. It doesn’t 
matter whether it’s America or 
whether it’s Ukraine—God’s bless-
ings will be on us to the very end.”

The mission rally also featured 
the work of the Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation (LHF), an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization 
based in Macomb that translates and 
publishes Lutheran materials for 
churches around the world.

Rev. Dr. Matthew Heise, LHF’s 
executive director, presented copies 
of two books recently published 
through mission offerings from 
Thumb churches: the Korean Small 
Catechism, provided by Good 
Shepherd, Cass City, and a devo-
tional booklet written in the Farsi 
language of the Iranian people, 
sponsored by the Thumb East and 
West circuits. A freewill offering at 
the event resulted in another $1,800 
raised for the mission.

More than two dozen children 
attended the children’s mission track, 
where they learned about the country 
of Ukraine and their Lutheran broth-
ers and sisters who live there. They 

also created Ukrainian crafts, read 
folk tales Ukrainian children grow 
up hearing, and made gifts that they 
then presented to the international 
visitors.

At the conclusion of the rally, 
attendees gathered together to enjoy 
a feast of smoked pork and home-
made side dishes, provided by a 
grant from Thrivent and prepared 
by volunteers from a dozen Thumb 
congregations.

“Sometimes small congregations 
can feel they are insignificant, but 
this mission rally is proof that, when 
we work together, God can use us to 
do great things,” said Rev. Bagnall. 
“We look forward to many more joint 
events in the future.”

Ukrainian Bishop Rev. Slavik Horpynchuk

Over 300 people attended an “Old Fashioned Mission Rally” in Cass City. More than a dozen international visitors greeted the congregation.



14 January 2019

Special Recognition

Tinetti Installed at Trinity, Arcadia
Rev. Ryan P. Tinetti was installed as pastor of Trinity, 

Arcadia. A 2010 graduate of Concordia Seminary St. 
Louis, he served in congregations in Seaside, Calif. 
(2010-14) and Spokane, Wash. (2014-18). Pictured 
are Rev. Rob Lowe, Rev. Jason Bauer, Rev. Tim Selim 
(SMP), Rev. Ryan Tinetti, Rev. Josh LaFeve, Rev. James 
Schroeder, Rev. Pete Woodward (Pleasant Hill, Calif.), 
and Rev. Dennis Rahn.

Kirchenberg Retires
Mark Kirchenberg, a 

Concordia River Forest  
graduate (now Concordia 
Chicago), recently retired 
from the teaching minis-
try. He served his entire 
career of 38 years at 
Trinity, Manistee where he 
also served as the Director 
of Parish Music. Trinity 
congregation held a special 
worship service and dinner 
for Kirchenberg. Rev. Dr. Eric Tritton, a former student, 
was the guest preacher. 

Kirchenberg will continue to serve Trinity as its 
Director of Parish Music, Cantor, Senior Choir Director, 
and organist. He and his wife, Dale, have two children 
and one grandchild.
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grace, as He is making all things new. As with the fresh 
falling of a sparkling white blanket of snow, or the turn-
ing of the page in a fresh new calendar, God turns our 
sinful hearts white as snow and makes us new with each 
new day, according to His faithfulness and grace.  And 
in this transitional time and always, may we continually 
look to our constant, faithful, and perfect God to guide us 
in all our ways. 

Ashleigh graduated from Concordia University Ann 
Arbor in 2011 with a degree in Family Life Education, and 
has been working in congregational ministry as a DFLM 
for seven years. She has also served with Concordia 
Center for the Family in various capacities and roles for 
the last three years. She has a passion for teaching the 
Gospel, writing, photography, and painting.

continued from page 5Transitions
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May we look at the transitions 
of life as an opportunity to dare 
boldly in the name of Jesus. May 
we embrace transitions, and 
see them as a time to step out in 
faith, trusting in the One who 
allowed it, and created and equipped us to endure it. May 
we not fall in love with our lives as they are, but fall in 
love with the Savior who gave us life and orchestrates it 
at every turn. May we know God so well that we remem-
ber His consistency, trustworthiness, and faithfulness in 
all things. Let this be your prayer today: that God would 
help us to have a rock-solid faith in Him that allows us 
to act boldly, sharing the Gospel and His great love with 
others in all that we do. Change is a chance to trust Him 
more, and is also always a new opportunity to share the 
Gospel in a different way! God is faithful, His promises 
are always true, and that is something to be celebrated! 

We are reminded in the book of Hebrews that “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” 
(13:8). What a blessing for us that, no matter what or how 
much is in transition, God remains our constant. 

This New Year, may we be reminded of God’s constant 

Office: 800-242-3944

Interest rates anytime: 
800-232-7313
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And remember, when you invest with the Church Extension Fund 
your money helps congregations throughout Michigan meet their 
worship and service needs! 
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For more detailed information, visit michigandistrict.org/events.

Calendar of EventsCalls and Roster Update
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

A complete up-to-date listing of  Calls and Vacancies can be found at 
michigandistrict.org.

Calls Accepted
Schroeder Lee, Martin E. (Mason) to Ascension, Pittsburgh, PA
Sherry, Jacob (Palmer, KS) to Trinity, Onekama
Wonderly, Daniel (Grand Blanc) to Faith, Chippewa Falls, WI

Status Change
Metcalf, James (Allendale) to Emeritus 

Called Home
Boehne, Thomas (Ludington) 

JANUARY 
1 New Year’s Day
      DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
21-22 Michigan District Board of Directors
    Marriott Auburn Hills, Pontiac

FEBRUARY
2 Be Constant in Prayer
    Our Savior, Lansing
9 FFPN District Workshop Event 9
    Location TBD
14-15 Principals’ Snowtire Conference
    Crowne Plaza West, Lansing
18 Presidents’ Day

MARCH
6 Ash Wednesday
19  Michigan District Board of Directors
      Wellspring Lutheran Services, Flint
29 School Committee Meeting
    District Office, Ann Arbor

APRIL
5–7 The Katie 2019
      DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City Riverfront
7–9 Office Personnel Conference 
      DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City Riverfront
14 Palm Sunday
19  Good Friday
      DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
21 Easter
24 Administrative Professionals’ Day

MAY
7-8 South & East Pastors’ Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
8 Joint Lutheran Schools Celebration
    Saginaw Valley University
8-9 Circuit Visitors’ Conference
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
12 Mothers’ Day
13-14 West Pastors’ Conference
    DoubleTree by Hilton, Grand Rapids
15-16 Intentional Interim Conference
    Michindoh, Hillsdale
20-22 North & East Pastors’ Conference
    Little Bear East/Breakers Resort, St. Ignace
27 Memorial Day
    DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
29 Board of Directors’ Meeting
    Location TBD
31-6/2 Jr. High Gathering
    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth

Calls Accepted
Avery, Ryan (Immanuel, Fargo, ND) to Immanuel, Macomb
Baumann, Russell (St. Paul, Carroll, IA) to St. James, Montague
Carr, Allison (St. Luke, Itasca, IL) to Trinity, Utica
Nuffer, Patricia (Zion, Fort Wayne, IN) to Hands of Mercy Mission, 
Williamsburg
Wolfe, Morgan (Immanuel, Wentzville, MO) to St. Lorenz, 
Frankenmuth

Change of Status
Clark, Mary (Candidate) to Emeritus
Grannis, Kristy (Open Arms, Belleville) to Candidate
Sankey, Thad (Concordia, Ann Arbor) to Candidate
Skov, Neil (Concordia, Ann Arbor) to Emeritus

Transferred Out of District
Miller, Jennifer (Candidate) to Texas District
Sankey, Thad (Candidate) to North Dakota District

Transferred Into District
Carr, Allison (Northern Illinois District) to Trinity, Utica
Kudray, Andrew (Kansas District) as Candidate
Nuffer, Patricia (Indiana District) to Hands of Mercy Mission, 
Williamsburg
Wolfe, Morgan (Missouri District) to St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth

Reinstated to the Roster
Kempin, Karen
Schwecke, Shirley

Removed from Roster
Stevenson, Jennifer
Wade, Kevin

Called Home
Todt, John




