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Sunday Morning at an LCMS Congregation 
in 1918 and 2018: What Looks the Same 
and What Looks Different? 
• When Is a Congregation a Congregation?  
• Features of “Normal” Congregational Life 



Coming to Grips with a New Culture: 
German Lutherans in the United States 
• A Whole New Ballgame: Church Polity 
• Congregation and Synod: Political or Biblical 

Solution? 
• Church and Ministry: Political or Biblical 

Solution? 



“Us” versus “Them”: The Shifting 
Dynamic of LCMS Controversy 
• “Why Missouri Stood Alone” (Ebenezer 1922) 

• Does It Still? 
• Should It Still? 

• Controversy in the History of the LCMS 
• The Deposition of Martin Stephan 
• The LCMS and Other Lutherans 
• The LCMS and Itself 

 
 



The Changing Face of the Missouri 
Synod 
• “Joy:Fully Lutheran” 
• Pastoral Formation 
• The Priesthood of All Believers 
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